Volume 17, issue 11
November 2016

Forgiveness Brings Rejoicing
By James C. Sprouse, Senior Pastor
The only hope for the world is forgiveness. Generation upon generation, and through
evils of many kinds, Christian communities are required by God to offer a wounded
world a way of dealing with pain and sorrow through repentance for our failures, and
showing love to one another.
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Forgiveness is a most abused, misused and often trivialized word. All too often it is
dismissed because those who misuse it speak in terms of forgetting, not forgiving.
You and I will never come within a life’s span of forgiveness unless we recognize
that it is the moral foundation of all human life together in community. Forgiveness,
to be received and given in ways that sustain and edify, requires that we live in the
kind of communities that allow individuals to repent and make amends. This requires that our communities and our legal systems support and encourage these
processes for healing and reconciliation … and that the Christian church honor its
calling by God to build new and healthier ways of living together.
As the 2016 election season comes to an end, forgiveness will be the only thing that
will help heal the divides in our nation. This healing is something we can only learn
and accomplish together. The good work of forgiving each other requires incredible
support from the community of faith. In order to give and receive forgiveness we
need to stay focused on the necessities of justice-love, mishpat-agape. Mishpat
(justice) requires honesty and emotional maturity. Agape is compassion and healing,
a commitment not to do harm, (irrespective of feelings, even toward our fiercest
opponents). The Christian community needs to be able to imagine, keep the vision
alive, of what healing looks like, what liberation and transformation look like—and
we need to pray and meditate hard on these things.
When someone you or I have hurt or wounded forgives us, we are spared the dull
and self-diminishing throb of a guilty conscience. When you or I forgive someone
who has hurt or wounded us, we are spared the dismal corrosion of bitterness and
wounded pride. For both parties, forgiveness means freedom again … freedom to be
and live at peace not only inside our own skins, but to also rejoice in each other’s
presence. Rejoicing in each other’s presence: maybe this year it is also what
Thanksgiving is all about.
Shalom,
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Consider Yourself Invited!
By Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor
This is a great time of year in the life of
the church. It’s also a great time of
year for you to get involved. If you have
been waiting for an invitation to join us
in our end-of-year activities, consider
yourself invited!
On November 6,
6 Church & Society will
have an angel tree set up in the Narthex (the church lobby area). The tree
benefits clients of Share, our local
food pantry. This is a wonderful opportunity for you to make a huge difference in the life of a person or family in
need. See page 6 for more details and
deadline.
Next, you should consider yourself
invited to the Thanksgiving lunch, right
here in Trinity’s Langley Hall on November 13.
13 Bring a side dish and join

your Trinity family. We’re also hoping
you’ll bring a canned good for the
Share food pantry. You’ll be hearing
more about that soon, and there are
details now on page 6.

If you have any questions, be sure to
ask Jim, Keith or me. We’re here to
help.
See you in church!

There’s another important way you can
get involved, and that’s by making a
difference in someone’s life.
This is living out the example of love and compassion
that was modeled by Jesus.
Do you have a neighbor,
friend or coworker who is
alone this holiday season?
Invite that person to join us
for worship on November 13
and then to stay for our
Thanksgiving lunch. The
holidays can be rough for a
lot of people. They may be
waiting for an invitation, too!

Helplessness and Apathy in Teens During This Election Cycle
By Keith Lee, Associate Pastor
Some of the most noticeable reactions to the presidential election cycle
are the overall helplessness and discontent of voters. After the second
debate on Oct. 9, many reactions
were dismay, helplessness and apathy. These reactions were not only
byproducts of the debate but also the
news generated daily about the candidates. The trouble is that they can
have negative emotional effects on
teens. If adults feel helpless, then
how much more will teens and children feel helpless in this political environment?
There are three thought patterns that
are detrimental to the development
of mental health in teens:
1. everything sucks
2. it’s my fault
3. it can’t be changed.

Page 2

Many sentiments from this election
express two of the three detrimental
thought patterns. To thoroughly discuss these negative influences on
teens is beyond the scope of this
article. Nevertheless, I bring this up
because youth ministry, the church,
and a Christian family environment
are the best means to counter negativity.
The Church is where people who
have diametrical points of view can
learn to love and care for one another; among Jesus’ disciples were
zealots and tax collectors. The
Church prays for civic leaders and
participates in institutions with vastly
different sets of values and assumptions. The Church invites people into
paradoxes and mysteries that are
uncomfortable for those outside of
it. The Church points to the hope we
have in the resurrection of Christ
rather than the perception of dismay, helplessness, and apathy.

My hope for the Church and youth
ministry is to help our members and
teens engage in the public realm with
Christ-centered spiritual gifts and
tools to heal, reconcile, love, and care
for many who are feeling helpless,
dismayed, and/or apathetic in this
election cycle. How do we accomplish
this? I don’t have the answers, but I
know that God will work through us to
tackle this challenge.
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Christmas Poinsettia Order Form
The Sanctuary will be decorated with poinsettias for Christmas Eve. To purchase a plant in honor or memory of a loved
one, fill out this form, enclose your check payable to Trinity
UMC, and drop it in the offering plate or send it to the office
by Sunday, November 27.
27 The plants are $10 each. Please
write “Poinsettias” on the memo line of your check. You will be able to take the
plants home after the service.
PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY
In Honor Of:

In Memory Of:

1.

1.

2.

2.

3.

3.

4.

4.

Name:
Number of Plants

Birth
Hendrick Karol Kuczynski
Muse von Schriltz
New Members
Steve & Lynda Hensley, Jake & Lauren
Judy & Harry Schatz
Suzy Sterner
Transfers
Jim & Shirley Dougherty
New Contact Information
Marti Bowden
1028 Dead Run Drive
McLean, Va. 22101
703-714-7318

Envelope #
x $10 each =

Membership Update

Loren & Nicole Monroe, Miles & Linden
1513 Highwood Drive
McLean Dr 22101
Alice Sinks
Asinks1@verizon.net
Linda Winterrowd-Laughlin
304 Mill Pond Path
Sun City
Georgetown, TX 78633
Are you moving?
Please send your new address to the
church office (703-356-3312 or
info@umtrinity.org). Thank you.
This will ensure that we have all the
correct information to send news and
contribution statements to the correct
address. Thank you.
If you are interested in joining the
church or learning more about our ministries, please contact a pastor or the
church office.
Book Chat Coming Up
No December Meeting
January 10: The Nest, by Cynthia
D’Aprix Sweeney (2016)
February 14: Secret Lives of the First
Ladies, by Cormac O’Brien (2005)
Contact: Kathy Maher at
kathyngs@gmail.com
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Ask Biscuit:
Being Thankful
Happy fall, kids
of Trinity!
One of my favorite holidays
is coming up.
Do you know
what it is?
That’s right; it’s
Thanksgiving. I’m a Labrador Retriever and if you know anything
about Labs, you know we like to eat.
So, it makes sense that I love Turkey
Day.
I also like Thanksgiving because it
reminds us to be thankful. I have a
lot of reasons to be grateful. I have a
family that loves me, lots of friends
and a great job as Trinity’s mascot. I
also know that I’m thankful to have a
place to live, and I never have to
worry about having enough food. A
lot of kids and pets can’t say the
same. We should say an extra prayer
for them this holiday.
Here’s a little prayer I made up to
remind me to be thankful and it uses
one of my favorite foods!

Thank you God for all you have
given us.

Under your care, we are loved.
Remind us, God to always give
thanks.
Keep our hearts focused on you.
Everywhere we go, you are with
us.
You are an awesome God!
When you sit down for your Thanksgiving meal, be sure to think about
the blessings in your life. I count you
and all my Trinity family as special
blessings.
Remember my motto:
Paws for Jesus!

A Choral Concert to Benefit Share
By Jerry Rich, Director of Music
The third annual McLean Interfaith Concert will be held at Temple Rodef Shalom
(2100 Westmoreland Street, Falls Church) on Sunday, November 6 at 7 pm;
pm The
theme is “Turning Our World Together.” Choral singers from many of McLean’s
religious communities will come together to present four massed pieces, directed by Charles Wesley UMC’s Matt Duckery and Rodef Shalom’s Cantor Rachel Rhodes. Trinity’s Chancel Choir will present solo pieces, as will choirs from
St. Thomas Episcopal Church and McLean’s LDS Church.
The concert is free;
free attendees are asked to bring food that will be donated to
SHARE of McLean's Food Pantry;
Pantry please choose from Thanksgiving-type fare
such as boxed stuffing, boxed mashed potatoes, canned pumpkin, canned corn,
canned green beans, cranberry sauce, white flour, white sugar, canned fruit, and
ground coffee.

Only You and Beyond
By Catherine Wethington, Dir. of Children’s & Youth Choirs
The Children’s Choir will perform Only You on November 13 during the 10:30 service. Some of you might recognize Only You from your VBS soundtrack. I’m so glad
our choir has the opportunity to share this beautiful song with our congregation!
The text speaks of how God loves us in a unique way that only he can:
Who could love me like you do?
Only you could love me this way,
Only you deserve all this praise.
This solo piece will highlight the beautiful voices that our children are developing
and our ability to sing in two parts. We have started to learn about musicality beginning with dynamics, which the children showed expertly in He’s Got the Whole
World in His Hands, we will continue to add new terms to our basket of skills. Next
up, legato! Looking ahead we will begin working on our Christmas Musical, The
Case of the Reluctant Innkeeper. If you have a child interested in joining Children’s
or Youth Choirs, then this is a great time to come sing with us. We meet Wednesdays, 6-7 p.m. in Langley Hall!

Biscuit
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Gourmet food gifts… Sock Monkeys… Pet toys and treats… Artisan soaps… Unique Jewelry… All handmade by Trinity members.
Shop for a good cause! Proceeds buy Crafts for a Cause supplies for the next year, and support the
Honduras orphanage and The Leadership Center.
Upcoming Crafts for a Cause work sessions:
Mon., Nov. 7; Mon., Nov. 21; Mon., Dec. 5.
7-8:30 p.m. Room 124. Everyone’s welcome!
VOLUME 17, ISSUE 11
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Church & Society
During the months of November and December, we
will collect much needed items for the Share food pantry. Please place all donations in the bins located in
the entryway stairwells or the bin located in the Fellowship Lobby. Although any non-perishable food
items will be appreciated, the following are the most
needed items:
⇒ Laundry Detergent
⇒ Cooking Oil
⇒ Flour & Sugar
⇒ 1-2 pound bags of rice
⇒ Canned beans
⇒ Diapers size 4-6
⇒ Toilet paper
⇒ Feminine Products
⇒ Shampoo
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Starting Nov. 6,
6 we will have our annual Share Wish
Tree located in the Narthex! Choose a Share client
holiday wish, a baby bag request, a Santa's helper toy
request, or a homeless request. Instructions will be
provided and all items will be due back at church by
Dec. 4.
4 Thanks from everyone on the Share Holiday
Team for your continued support!
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Schedule of Events
Nov. 6

Trustee Campus Inspection Tour & Lunch

Nov. 8

Book Chat

Nov. 11

Office Closed

Nov. 13

Martha’s Table Sandwich Making, Thanksgiving Lunch

Nov. 15

Spire Deadline, Trustees Meeting

Nov. 19

Christ House

Nov. 20

Holiday Bazaar

Nov. 23

Office Closes, 12 p.m.

Nov. 24-25 Office Closed
Nov. 27

Celtic Service

Nov. 29

Spire assembly, Church Council
Crafts for a Cause schedule on p. 5

Anniversaries

Birthdays

2

Brad & Michaela Duty

1

4

David & Gail Cardwell

11

David Weand & Deanna Head

12

Donald & Jennifer Bainbridge

15

Kip & Dara Laughlin

22

Gregg & Natalie Sandelli

23

William & Kathie Gottwald
Harry & Judy Schatz

2
3

Austin & Michele Verity
26

Len & Lee Holmberg
4

Christmas Tree Sales
Support Youth Group & Boy Scouts
Beginning Nov. 25, 12 –8p.m.
Lot Hours
Thursday-Friday, 5-8 p.m.
Saturday, 9 a.m.—8 p.m.
Sunday, 12—8 p.m.

Charge Conference

5

6

7

Saturday, Dec. 3
12:30 p.m.
Chapel
Annual meeting to approve 2017
budget and leaders.
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Anna Barton
Victor Cary
Elaine Colliver
Nate Hooton
Mike Shotwell
Lincoln Smith

9

Jennifer Bainbridge
Jim Christy

10

Steve Conroy
Courtney English
Julie Harms
Breelle Wei
Lindsay Wise

11

Tessa Dusina
Caroline Houston
Jennifer Weaver

Gail Brown
William Hancock
Kathie Gottwald
Parker Keane
Becky Sawyer
Dylan Thomas

13

Nicholas von
Bodungen

14

Willa Haberl
Elizabeth Thompson

15

Dale Harris

16

David Burgess
Ethan Evans
Jake Hensley
Lauren Hensley

Sarah Swenson
Otto von Schriltz
Bauer Britton
Millie Jarvis
Jamie Loving

Samuel Bomar
Emma Bomar
Glenn Harris
Trent Hooton
John Sinks
Andrew Swenson

Lynda Kuhn
Arianna Vargas

17

Donna Bacas
Meredith Rose
Laini Taylor
Barry Ulrich

Daniel Endean
Doris Page
Mackenzie Speilman
Olin Wethington

18

Diane Christy

19

Luke Frisbie
Stan Harrison
Susan Martin
Ethan Redway

20

Carol Brunner
Liam Hanlan

22

Doris Harrison
Vicki Paisley

23

Phil Ochs

24

Amiya Bagla
Michael Huffman
Jack Prewett

25

Ray Gilmer
Patrick Lee
Andy Russell

26

Josh Brooksaunders
Teagan Kirchner
Catherine Sprouse

27

Robin McConnell

29

Yancy Dobson
Forrest Colliver
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Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June)
Children's Education —10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Communion and Healing — 12 noon
Celtic Evensong & Communion—5 p.m. (last Sun. of month)
Here to serve Christ and you:
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor
Keith Lee — Associate Pastor
Jose Rivera — Lay Leader
Jerry Rich — Director of Music
Catherine Wethington—Dir. of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Harriet Latta — Office Manager
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz– Sexton
Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out Preschool
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m.
Phone: 703-356-3312
Fax: 703-356-9119
E-mail: info@umtrinity.org
Web Site: umtrinity.org
Instagram: trinityumc_mclean
Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean
Twitter: UMTrinity

The Spire deadline is
the 15th of the month.
Spire Editor: Harriet Latta.
Submit articles to info@umtrinity.org.

The Mission of Trinity United
Methodist Church is to be a vibrant,
growing church home for all who
seek companionship, direction and
inspiration in their lives as they develop a personal, relevant relationship with God through Jesus Christ
and the Holy Spirit.
We are anchored in Scripture and
energized by congregational commitment. Trinity Church fosters the Christian values of joy, faith, service, hope
and love.
Trinity extends the opportunity to
experience the Grace of God through
worship, discipleship, study and fellowship in the traditions of the United
Methodist Church.

