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Key: 

F Facebook (facebook.com/TrinityUMCMcLean) 

Y Youtube (youtube.com/UMTrinity) 

Z Zoom, Meeting ID shown (all Zoom passwords are 1205) 

Date Event Platform 

Sundays Worship F, Y 

Sundays Children’s Education Activities : 

http://umtrinity.org/children 

Mondays, 7 p.m. Engage Bible Study on Zoom: Contact Jim 

Wilson, jaswilson@sloflt.com 

Tuesday, 10 a.m. Bible Study Z: 894 8087 9762  

Wednesdays,  

7 p.m. 

Bible Study Z: 886 5257 6837  

Wednesdays,  

10 a.m. 

Prayer Group Z: 875 6105 5580 

Wed., Feb. 17 Ash Wednesday F, Y 

Sun., Feb. 28 

Sun., March 28 

5 p.m. 

Celtic Service F, Y 

Thurs., April 1 

7 p.m. 

Maundy Thursday F, Y 

Fri., April 2 

7 p.m. 

Good Friday F, Y 

Sun., April 4 

6 a.m. 

10:30 a.m. 

Easter F, Y 



Monday February 15 Luke 1:1-4 

Unlike the other New Testament Gospels (Matthew, Mark, and John), 
Luke begins with a prologue. In it, Luke acknowledges that he investi-
gated everything in order to prepare “an orderly account” of Jesus’ life. 
His purpose was not only to write history, but also to proclaim the 
meaning and significance of Jesus’ birth, life, ministry, death, and resur-
rection. As we read Luke’s Gospel, we will discover what Luke thinks is 
important for us to know and understand about Jesus. 

• As you begin your reading of Luke’s Gospel, spend time in 
prayer, asking God to use your reading to help you understand 
God’s will for your life. Ask God to help you grow in your faith. 

• Prayer: Eternal God, thank you for the witness of Scripture. Use 
Luke’s Gospel to show me your will for my life. Amen. 

  

Tuesday February 16 Luke 1:5-80 

The first chapter of the Gospel prepares us for the birth of Jesus. Luke 
weaves the stories of Zechariah and Elizabeth and Mary together. 
These are stories of divine intervention and unplanned pregnancies. 
They remind us that God acts in surprising and unexpected ways and 
give us fair warning that God might intervene in our lives in unplanned 
and unexpected ways. 

• Have you ever been surprised by something God has done in 
your life? How did God surprise you? How did you feel about 
being surprised by God? Was it a welcome surprise? 

• Prayer: Surprising God, open my heart and mind to your pres-
ence in my life. Make me willing to be surprised by you. Amen. 

  

Wednesday February 17 Luke 2:1-38 

The temple in Jerusalem plays an important role in Luke’s Gospel. The 
story begins and ends in the temple, emphasizing that the story of Je-
sus is part of the larger story of Israel and the Jewish people. It reminds 
us that, even though God acts in unexpected ways, the birth of Jesus 
fulfilled the expectations of the people of Israel, and if we want to under-
stand Jesus’ life and teaching, we must study and understand the Old 
Testament scriptures. 

• How does your understanding of the Old Testament help you 
understand the meaning of Jesus’ life and ministry? 

• Prayer: God of Abraham, Moses, and Elijah, I am thankful that 
you keep your promises. Help me grow in faith and understand-
ing. Amen. 

  



Thursday February 18  Luke 2:41-52 

This short account of twelve-year-old Jesus in the temple teaches us 
that Jesus and his family were faithful Jews. Luke tells us that Joseph 
and Mary and their family observed the practices and traditions of their 
faith. Jesus’ life and adult ministry was firmly grounded the Scripture, 
worship, and prayer-life of his parents and his ancestors (see Luke 3:23-
38). 

• Read Luke 19:45-46. How do you think Jesus’ experience in the 
temple as a youth might have affected his actions in the temple 
as an adult? How do your adolescent experiences affect your 
adulthood? In life? In faith? In prayer? 

• Prayer: Loving God, thank you for the many people who have 
helped me learn and grow in wisdom and maturity. Amen. 

  

Friday February 19  Luke 3:1-22 

According to Luke, the ministry of Jesus began with his baptism by 
John, the son of Zechariah and Elizabeth. Luke tells us less about Je-
sus’ baptism than he tells us about what happened afterward. In Luke’s 
Gospel prayer is intimately connected with divine revelation and the Ho-
ly Spirit. While Jesus was praying, God confirmed his identity, and the 
Holy Spirit descended upon him. 

• In what ways have you experienced the presence of God while 
you were praying? What signs tell you that the Holy Spirit is 
working in your life? How is your life guided by, and empowered 
by, the Holy Spirit through prayer? 

• Prayer: Almighty God, fill me with your Holy Spirit today. Guide 
me and empower me as I follow Jesus and serve you. Amen. 

  

Saturday February 20  Luke 3:23-38 

In the Bible, genealogies serve an important role. They help us under-
stand that God works through human families, across many genera-
tions. Just as we can be identified by our ancestors, Luke identifies Je-
sus as the Son of God by tracing his family history all the way back to 
God. The point is that the person whose story we are reading (Jesus of 
Nazareth) is God’s own Son. His story is God’s story. 

• What have you learned about Jesus this week? 

• Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for sending your son, Jesus 
Christ, to be the Lord and Savior of my life. Amen. 

 

 



Monday February 22  Luke 4:1-30  

Luke’s account of Jesus ministry (as an adult) began with several 
events that give us a sense of the shape of his earthly ministry. We 
learn that he was guided by the Holy Spirit and obedient to God's will. 
We learn that his ministry fulfilled the prophetic expectations of Old Tes-
tament Scripture. We also learn that he was not accepted by everyone 
who heard his message.  

• In the wilderness, Jesus was tempted and confirmed his obedi-
ence to God. What temptations do you face in your wilderness? 
What helps you resist temptations and remain faithful to God?  

• Prayer: Loving God, remind me of your faithfulness in every 
moment of my life. Help me resist the temptations I face. Amen.  

 

Tuesday February 23  Luke 4:31-5:16  

After he moved from Nazareth to Capernaum, Jesus' ministry was well 
received and very popular. He resisted the temptation to stay in one 
place and let people come to him. Instead he went to the people. He 
called disciples to follow him and he healed the sick. Luke tells us that, 
"word about Jesus spread abroad," and that, "he would withdraw to de-
serted places to pray" (Luke 5:15-16). There was a pattern of advance 
and retreat in Jesus' ministry. Prayer was essential.  

• What is your pattern for prayer? Do you spend time alone with 
God? How frequently do you find a deserted place to pray?  

• Prayer: God of life, help me follow Jesus' example and spend 
time alone with you in prayer every day. Amen.  

 

Wednesday February 24  Luke 5:17-6:11  

Luke's Gospel tells us about both the fruitfulness of Jesus' ministry and 
the controversy his ministry caused among the religious leaders. In their 
way of thinking, Jesus called the wrong kind of people to follow him and 
he helped people in ways that upset the status quo. Jesus challenged 
the conventional wisdom of what it meant to be a Godly person.  

• What do you think it means to be a Godly person? What do you 
think Godly people are supposed to do or not supposed to do? 
How does the example of Jesus affect your definition of a God-
ly person? What changes might God be expecting you to 
make?  

• Prayer: Merciful God, forgive me when I follow the status quo 
instead of the example set by your Son, Jesus Christ. Amen.  

  

 



Thursday February 25  Luke 6:12-49  

Luke tells us that, out of his many disciples, Jesus chose twelve of them 
to be apostles. Then he taught them, along with the other disciples and 
the crowd, about the Kingdom of God — and the commitments and be-
haviors expected of those who enter the Kingdom. We should, howev-
er, pay attention to verse 12, where we discover that Jesus prepared for 
this important event in his ministry by spending the night in prayer. Ac-
cording to Luke, prayer was an indispensable part of Jesus' life.  

• How do you prepare for big decisions and critical events in your 
life? Do you plan for time to pray? Do you believe that prayer is 
optional, or important, or indispensable?  

• Prayer: Heavenly Father, thank you for the example and teach-
ing of Jesus. Help me be disciplined in prayer. Amen.  

 

Friday February 26  Luke 7:1-17  

In Luke's account of Jesus' ministry, he not only emphasizes that Jesus 
was a man of prayer, he also emphasizes that Jesus cared about the 
least, the last, and the lost. His compassion extended to servants of 
Roman soldiers and to widows. This means that Jesus cares for us, no 
matter what our life situations might be. It also means that when we 
follow Jesus, we are supposed to care for the least, the last, and lost as 
well.  

• How has Jesus cared for you? What are you doing to care for 
the least, last, and lost in the world today?  

• Prayer: God of compassion, show me whom I should serve to-
day. Give me words of hope and comfort and grace. Amen.  

 

Saturday February 27   Luke 7:18-8:3  

The fact that Jesus was — and still is — a friend of sinners (Luke 7:34) 
was good news to some people and bad news to others. Jesus associ-
ated with, and welcomed, all kinds of people. He offered forgiveness 
and salvation to everyone: both the religious people and the outcasts of 
society.  

• How do you feel about Jesus' willingness to associate with out-
casts and sinners? How do you feel about Jesus' willingness to 
forgive sinners? How have you responded to Jesus' grace? 
Have you welcomed Jesus into your life?  

• Prayer: God of grace, thank you for being a friend of sinners 
like me. Forgive my sins today and make me a new person. 
Amen. 

 



Monday March 1  Luke 8:4-25 

Jesus’ parable of the sower not only described his own ministry — he 
sowed the seed of God’s Word in the lives of his hearers — it also de-
scribed the ministry of his disciples who sowed the seed of God’s Word 
by sharing Good News about Jesus. Jesus’ point was that God desires 
that His Word bear the fruit of faith and obedience in human lives. 

• The parable of the sower invites us to consider what kind of soil 
God’s Word finds in our lives. How receptive are we? What kind 
of fruit does the seed bring forth in us? How will we till the soil? 

• Prayer: Faithful God, prepare me to receive your Word today. 
Let your Word bear fruit of trust and obedience in me. Amen. 

  

Tuesday March 2  Luke 8:26-9:17 

From the beginning of the Gospel, Luke makes it clear that although 
Jesus was the Jewish Messiah, God’s gift of grace through Jesus is 
extended to the whole world, including the Gentiles. The parable of the 
sower was enacted in Jesus’ ministry and in the ministry of the twelve 
apostles (Luke 6:12-16). Through them, the Good News of the Kingdom 
was shared with all kinds of people. God’s love and grace is for every-
one, even though not everyone accepts and welcomes the Kingdom of 
God. 

• How have you experienced God’s love and grace in your life? 
Do you share Jesus’ passion to spread the Good News? 

• Prayer: Gracious God, thank you for including me in your love 
and grace. Help me to share the Good News with others. 
Amen. 

  

Wednesday March 3   Luke 9:18-50 

This section of the Gospel includes two accounts of Jesus’ prayer-life. 
First, Jesus prayed before he asked his disciples an important question 
about his identity. Then, he told his disciples about his suffering and 
death. Afterward, he took three of his disciples to the top of a mountain 
to pray. While he was praying, he was transfigured, and a voice identi-
fied Jesus as God’s Son. We discover that Jesus prayed at critical mo-
ments in his life. Through prayer, he was strengthened for his difficult 
journey. 

• How do you feel about Jesus’ call to take up your cross — dai-
ly? How might your prayer-life strengthen you to follow Jesus’ 
example? 

• Prayer: Almighty God, grant me strength for the difficult jour-
neys of my life. Give me courage to follow Jesus’ example. 
Amen. 



Thursday March 4  Luke 9:51-10:42 

This is the opening of a new section in the Gospel: the beginning of Je-
sus’ journey to Jerusalem. In these verses, Luke describes the variety 
of responses to Jesus and his message. Running through these ac-
counts of Jesus’ ministry is the theme of hearing and doing. Jesus’ 
commended people who heard the Good News and did what God ex-
pected of them. 

• Which parts of the gospel message challenge you? Are God’s 
expectations hard for you to fulfill? Would Jesus commend your 
hearing and your doing of God’s will for your life? 

• Prayer: Loving God, forgive me for not loving you and my 
neighbor, as I should. Teach me your will. Help me to obey. 
Amen. 

  

Friday March 5  Luke 11:1-13 

Jesus’ disciples knew that Jesus was a man of prayer and asked him to 
teach them how to pray. His response included a few verses that form 
the framework of what we know as The Lord’s Prayer, as well as the 
promises that the Heavenly Father will provide for our needs. Notice 
that God desires to “give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him” (Luke 
11:13). 

• Jesus teaches us to ask for what we need. How do you discern 
the difference between what you want and what you need? 
How can you learn to trust that God will provide for your needs? 

• Prayer: Heavenly Father, fill me with a desire to seek your 
Kingdom and trust you to provide for my daily needs. Amen. 

  

Saturday March 6  Luke 11:14-54 

In the Gospel, an encounter with Jesus forced people to make a deci-
sion about whether they would follow Jesus. Or not. The Gospel com-
pares and contrasts God’s Kingdom with the kingdoms of the world. It 
also compares and contrasts God’s ways with the ways of the world. 
Hearers of the Gospel — in every generation — are forced to make a 
choice: in which kingdom will they make their home? Whose values and 
priorities and agenda will they adopt? God’s? The world’s? Or their 
own? 

• The decision to follow Jesus and reside in God’s Kingdom is 
made many times. In which kingdom do you make your home? 
Whose values and priorities and agenda do you follow? 

• Prayer: Merciful God, forgive me for the bad choices I have 
made. Today, I repent and choose to follow Jesus. Amen. 

 



Monday March 8  Luke 12:1-34 

Luke’s account of the journey that Jesus and his disciples take to Jeru-
salem begins in chapter 9 and continues through chapter 17. Along the 
way, Jesus taught his disciples (see Luke 12:1) and prepared them for 
his departure. What he told them on the road to Jerusalem applies to 
our lives today. We need to hear his words about sharing the Good 
News, being prepared, and trusting God. 

• Which of the sections in today’s reading speaks to you? How 
do you respond when Jesus says, “do not worry” (Luke 12:22, 
29)? 

• Prayer: Faithful God, thank you for reminding me that you are 
trust-worthy. Grant me courage to place my trust in you. Amen. 

  

Tuesday March 9  Luke 12:35-13:9 

Not only did Jesus prepare his disciples for his departure (when he as-
cended into heaven), he prepared them for his return. He made four 
essential points: that he would return; that the timing of his return was 
unknown; that being prepared for his return meant being faithful to his 
(Jesus’) instruction; and that they should not wait to repent and live 
faithful lives. 

• The passing of time makes Jesus’ words seem less urgent. 
How do you stay ready for Jesus’ return when his timing is un-
certain? Have you completely given yourself to God? If not, 
why not? 

• Prayer: Eternal God, help me be ready for Jesus’ return. Today, 
I give my life to you and promise to serve you always. Amen. 

  

Wednesday March 10  Luke 13:10-21 

The miracles and the teaching of Jesus worked hand-in-hand to reveal 
the Kingdom of God. The healings served as signs that, in Jesus, the 
Kingdom of God was a present reality. In the life and ministry of Jesus, 
God was active in a new and powerful way. The conflict in the syna-
gogue was one example of how God’s ways and God’s Kingdom con-
flict with human ways and human kingdoms. Jesus’ disciples are the 
people who trust God’s ways and enter God’s Kingdom. 

• Jesus often challenged the conventional wisdom of his day. 
How does he challenge the conventional wisdom of this day? 
How does he challenge you? Where do you see signs of God’s 
Kingdom? 

• Prayer: Merciful God, forgive me for trusting myself more than I 
trust you. Open my eyes to see signs of your Kingdom. Amen. 

  



Thursday March 11  Luke 13:22-35 

Many of Jesus’ teachings included strong warnings about the need for 
repentance and the cost of discipleship. (See Luke 9:23-27 and Luke 
13:1-5.) As he traveled to Jerusalem, he warned everyone about the 
danger of missing the truth about Jesus’ life and ministry. He said that 
many people will miss their opportunity. 

• Have you ever been tempted to believe that you can be “good 
enough” on your own: that you don’t need God’s grace and that 
you don’t need to repent? Turn to God today. Accept God’s 
saving grace. 

• Prayer: God of grace, I confess my sin and my need for your 
grace. Today, I surrender myself completely to you. Amen. 

  

Friday March 12  Luke 14:1-35 

Meals serve an important role in Luke’s Gospel. Not only did Jesus tell 
parables that described God’s Kingdom as a great feast, but Jesus’ 
habit of eating with all kinds of people demonstrated values of the King-
dom. The point is that God welcomes all kinds of people to the heaven-
ly banquet. When we share meals with friends — as well as strangers 
— we are practicing Kingdom hospitality. 

• What can your meals teach you about the Kingdom of God? 
What might you do today to practice the kind of hospitality Je-
sus practiced in his earthly ministry? 

• Prayer: Loving God, thank you for welcoming me into your 
Kingdom. Help me practice Kingdom hospitality in my life. 
Amen. 

  

Saturday March 13  Luke 15:1-32 

Jesus’ habit of welcoming and eating with sinners created conflict with 
the religious leaders. So, in response to the grumbling of the religious 
leaders (Luke 15:2), Jesus told three parables. Each parable had the 
same primary message: there will be a celebration in heaven every time 
a sinner repents. His point was that instead of grumbling, the religious 
leaders should be celebrating. God cares about the least, the last, and 
the lost and so should they. And … so should we. 

• Which of the Father’s sons best describes your life today? Even 
if you were once like the prodigal son, have you now become 
like the older son? 

• Prayer: God of grace, thank you for the gift of salvation. Open 
my heart to receive your grace and share it with others. Amen. 

 



Monday March 15  Luke 16:1-13 

Stewardship is one of the themes in Luke’s Gospel. According to Jesus, 
earthly decisions have eternal consequences. If we are wise, we will 
use our resources — our money, our time, and our energy — in ways 
that are consistent with God’s purposes for our lives and for the world. 
We will consider the eternal consequences of every decision we make. 
We will ask if we are pursuing our own agenda, or God’s agenda. 

• Do you consider the eternal consequences of your daily deci-
sions? How do you make decisions about how to spend your 
time and your money? Whose agenda do you pursue? 

• Prayer: Eternal God, remind me that my actions have conse-
quences. Teach me how to make wise decisions. Amen. 

  

Tuesday March 16  Luke 16:14-31 

In his teaching, Jesus contrasted the priorities of the Pharisees with his 
own. He asked his disciples to consider whose life and message ful-
filled God’s expectations: Jesus or the Pharisees? Clearly, Luke be-
lieved that Jesus revealed God’s will and taught God’s ways. Jesus 
said that the idolatry of the Pharisees (who were “lovers of money”) was 
“an abomination in the sight of God” (Luke 16:15). In the story about the 
rich man and Lazarus, Jesus taught that compassion for the poor was 
expected of God’s people. 

• When faced with difficult choices, how do you decide? Whose 
agenda do you pursue? What does the story of the rich man 
and Lazarus teach you about God’s agenda?  

• Prayer: Loving God, instill in me an abiding love for others and 
compassion for poor and hurting people in the world. Amen. 

  

Wednesday March 17  Luke 17:1-19 

Jesus’ message in this section of the Gospel could be summarized: 
don’t be like the Pharisees. According to Luke’s Gospel, the Pharisees 
were concerned with recognition and their own status, and had little 
concern for the least, the last, and the lost. The kind of faith Jesus 
called for was more likely to come from a leper, than from a religious 
person. 

• Luke’s Gospel forces us to ask: Am I more like the Pharisees 
than I am like the Samaritan leper? Are you? 

• Prayer: Merciful God, forgive my sinful self-centeredness. Grant 
me a renewed sense of faith and willingness to trust you. 
Amen. 

  



Thursday March 18  Luke 17:20-18:14 

The Gospel teaches us to recognize the signs of God’s presence in the 
world. In his teaching, Jesus described the Kingdom of God and taught 
that the Kingdom was both a present reality and a future hope. His dis-
ciples were expected to respond to the presence of the Kingdom in faith 
and be both humble and persistent as they waited for the completion of 
the Kingdom at Jesus’ return. 

• As you wait for the completion of the Kingdom, are you ever 
tempted to give up hope? What enables you to persist in pray-
er? 

• Prayer: Almighty God, forgive my lack of faith. Teach me to re-
main steadfast, persist in prayer, and be hopeful always. Amen. 

  

Friday March 19  Luke 18:15-43 

In this section, the story of the wealthy ruler is sandwiched between the 
story of Jesus and the children and the story of Jesus’ healing of the 
blind beggar near Jericho. The contrast is intentional. The rich man 
found security in his wealth and his possessions. The children and the 
blind beggar found their security in God alone. There is also an inten-
tional contrast between the rich ruler and Jesus, who will soon suffer 
and die in Jerusalem. 

• How do you define security? What is the source of your securi-
ty? Is security found in money and possessions, or in God? 

• Prayer: Heavenly Father, open my eyes to see your truth and 
follow Jesus. Grant me courage to place my trust in you. Amen. 

  

Saturday March 20  Luke 19:1-27 

In Luke’s 19
th
 chapter, Jesus completes his journey to Jerusalem. Be-

fore he entered the holy city, Jesus encountered Zacchaeus and told a 
challenging parable. The question was: how would Jesus be wel-
comed? Would he be welcomed in Jerusalem the way he was wel-
comed by Zacchaeus — with faith and repentance. Or would he be wel-
comed like the citizens in the parable, who said, “we do not want this 
man to rule over us” (Luke 19:14). The message: it is never too late to 
choose faith. 

• How have you welcomed Jesus into your life? Have you fol-
lowed the example of Zacchaeus? Have you repented of your 
sin put your trust in God? Will you let Jesus rule over your life? 

• Prayer: Gracious God, receive my repentance. Today I choose 
to trust you and accept Jesus as my Lord and Savior? Amen. 

 



Monday March 22  Luke 19:28-48  

Luke’s account of Jesus' journey from Galilee to Jerusalem, which be-
gan at Luke 9:51, ends with a triumphant entry into the holy city. Luke 
described the scene as a royal procession. Jesus was Israel's Messiah-
King. Yet Israel, represented by the temple and by the religious leaders, 
was not ready to accept him. Jesus challenged their conventional wis-
dom. He was not the kind of Messiah or King that they wanted him to 
be.  

• Do you have expectations of Jesus? Do you ever feel like Je-
sus does not meet your expectations? Does he challenge your 
conventional wisdom? Are you willing to be surprised by him?  

• Prayer: Almighty God, prepare me to receive Jesus as Messiah 
and Lord of my life (again). Teach me your ways. Amen.  

 

Tuesday March 23  Luke 20:1-19  

Luke tells us that, in the final week of his life, Jesus taught every day in 
the temple. Luke describes how the religious leaders challenged Jesus 
and questioned his authority. The question raised by these scenes is 
very important: who speaks for God? The Gospel message is that Je-
sus — through his teaching, his example, his death, and his resurrec-
tion — is the ultimate Word of God.  

• If you believe that Jesus speaks for God, what message do you 
hear from him? Is it a comforting message? Or does his mes-
sage challenge you? Have you ever rejected Jesus' message?  

• Prayer: God of wisdom, open my heart and mind to receive 
your Word through the life and teaching of Jesus Christ. Amen.  

 

Wednesday March 24  Luke 20:20-44  

The religious leaders wanted to get rid of Jesus, but they were afraid of 
the people. So, they tried to trap Jesus into saying something that 
would cause the Romans to get rid of him for them. Then they ques-
tioned his interpretation of the Torah. The truth is that both of these 
conflicts are really questions about Jesus' authority to speak for God.  

• To whom (or what) do you give authority to speak for God in 
your life? How much authority does Jesus have in your life? 
Have you ever questioned or resisted Jesus' authority? 

• Prayer: Merciful God, forgive me for resisting Jesus' authority in 
my life. I surrender myself to him in trust and obedience. Amen.  

  

 



Thursday March 25  Luke 20:45-21:4  

In denouncing the religious leaders for their self-righteousness and hy-
pocrisy, Jesus unfavorably compared them to a poor widow. She was 
the model that should be followed, not the Scribes and Chief Priests. 
Pay attention to verse 45. Jesus was speaking to the disciples, who, as 
future leaders in Jesus' movement (the Church), might have been 
tempted to be more like the pompous religious leaders than the humble 
widow.  

• What image of faithful discipleship guides your life? Who do 
you look up to and emulate? What characteristics are you striv-
ing to embody? What characteristics does Jesus want you to 
embody?  

• Prayer: God of heaven and earth, show me a faithful image of 
discipleship. Help me embody the humility of Jesus. Amen.  

 

Friday March 26  Luke 21:5-28  

Jesus prepared his disciples to face the uncertainty of the future with 
trust and obedience. Because of Jesus' words, the disciples would be 
ready to face wars, the fall of Jerusalem, and the destruction of the tem-
ple — which would happen in the lifetime of Jesus' disciples and the 
first readers of Luke's Gospel. In response to troubling world events, 
Jesus' disciples are to have confidence and faith, not fear and dismay. 

• How do you react to world events? Do you experience fear and 
dismay? Or confidence and faith? What can you do to develop 
confidence in God and grow in your faith?  

• Prayer: Sustaining God, grant me the ability to trust in difficult 
circumstances? Help me grow in confidence and faith. Amen.  

 

Saturday March 27  Luke 21:29-38  

The return of Jesus is the source of Christian hope. It is the promise 
that God is ultimately in control and that what God began in the life, 
death, and resurrection of Jesus will be completed. The delay in Jesus' 
return is an opportunity for repentance and faithful ministry. Jesus' disci-
ples are expected to use their time wisely and to be prepared.  

• How does the promise of Jesus' return affect your life? Are you 
ready for your death or for Jesus' return, whichever comes 
first? If not, what do you need to do to be ready? 

• Prayer: Faithful God, thank you for the promise that the future 
is in your hands. Help me be prepared, today and always. 
Amen.  

 



Monday March 29  Luke 22:1-20 

Passover, the celebration of Israel’s freedom from slavery in Egypt, is a 
family meal. So, Jesus gathered with his family of disciples to celebrate 
God’s deliverance. But this Passover meal was set within the context of 
Jesus’ impending death. His death would be a sacrificial offering that 
created a new covenant — a covenant that promised deliverance from 
the slavery of sin and death. This new covenant would be open to eve-
ryone. 

• Salvation is a gift of freedom for people enslaved by sin and 
helpless against the power of death. Reflect on your relation-
ship with sin and death and your need for God’s saving grace. 

• Prayer: God of freedom, thank you for the gift of your saving 
grace. Set me free from the power of sin and death. Amen. 

  

Tuesday March 30  Luke 22:21-38 

After the meal, Jesus prepared his disciples for his departure and for 
their ministry after his death, resurrection, and ascension into heaven. 
They would experience trials and temptations, and they would fail. But 
afterward, they would repent — turn back from their failures — and be 
servant-leaders in the new community. Jesus told them that he would 
be praying for them to have faith. 

• Trials, temptations, and failures are part of the human experi-
ence. How do you keep your faith, turn back to God when you 
fail, and then serve others? Do you follow Jesus’ example and 
pray for the faith and repentance of others? 

• Prayer: Gracious God, forgive me when I deny you and fail to 
trust you. Strengthen my faith and help me serve others. Amen. 

  

Wednesday March 31  Luke 22:39-53 

Luke tells us that retreating to the Mount of Olives was Jesus’ custom. 
On his final night, he went there with his disciples to pray. Alone with 
God, Jesus asked if the cup (his death) might be removed. His distress 
was real. He sweated blood. Yet he ultimately surrendered to God’s will 
for his life. His prayer, “not my will but yours be done” (Luke 22:42), is a 
model for all of his disciples to follow. 

• What do you think of Jesus’ model prayer? Can you pray it? 

• Prayer: Faithful God, I surrender myself completely to you. I 
want your will to do be done in my life today and always. Amen. 

  

 



Thursday April 1  Luke 22:54-23:12 

This part of Luke’s Gospel weaves together the failure of Peter and the 
faithfulness of Jesus. Luke wants his readers to see the contrast be-
tween Peter and Jesus and find themselves in the story. Both Peter and 
Jesus were on trial. One thought only of himself. The other thought only 
of God’s will. Both suffered the consequences of their actions. 

• Are you more like Jesus or Peter? You’re probably more like 
Peter than like Jesus. But do you want to be like Jesus? Are 
you able to pray, “not my will but yours be done”? 

• Prayer: God of mercy, too often I am like Peter, not Jesus. For-
give my fear and doubt. Teach me to trust you fully. Amen. 

  

Friday April 2  Luke 23:13-49 

The primary accusation against Jesus (made to both Pilate and Herod) 
was that he claimed to be a messiah and king and was therefore a 
threat to the Roman Empire. The truth was: Jesus was both the Messi-
ah and King, but not the kind of Messiah-King the people expected or 
wanted. The paradox of a suffering Messiah and crucified King was in-
comprehensible. The inscription on the cross (Luke 23:38) was meant 
for mocking but declared the truth. Jesus’ death in humiliation was his 
coronation as King. 

• Can you accept the paradox of the Gospel story: Jesus was a 
crucified King? Can you accept the paradox of God’s power: 
that victory requires surrender and a willingness to give in … to 
God’s will? 

• Prayer: Crucified Savior, thank you for being obedient to God’s 
will: to the point of death, even death on a cross. For me. 
Amen. 

  

Saturday April 3  Luke 23:50-56 

In Luke’s telling of the Gospel story, the death and burial of Jesus 
seemed to be the end of the story. All the hopes and dreams that had 
been raised by Jesus’ life and ministry were crucified on the cross and 
buried in the tomb. Jesus had told his disciples that he would be killed 
and then be raised (see Luke 9:22), but either they didn’t remember his 
words, or they didn’t believe him. 

• Take some time today to reflect on the finality of death. You 
can’t avoid death. It seems to have the last word, doesn’t it? 

• Prayer: God of hope, death seems so final. Give me the cour-
age to believe that death does not have the last word. Amen. 

 



Monday April 5  Luke 23:44-24:12  

The death of Jesus seemed so final. We can only imagine how Jesus' 
family, his disciples, and his friends were feeling as his lifeless body 
was laid in the tomb. Their hopes for a different future had died on the 
cross with Jesus. Sin and death and evil seemed to have won the battle 
… until the first day of the week, when the women discovered the emp-
ty tomb, heard the Good News, and remembered what Jesus had told 
them. Sin and death and evil did not win. God gets the last word.  

• What painful circumstances are you experiencing right now? 
Can you believe that, no matter how your life may look today, 
God will get the last word? Can you trust God?  

• Prayer: Victorious God, thank you for raising Jesus from death 
to life and winning the battle with sin and death and evil. Amen.  

 

Tuesday April 6   Luke 24:13-27  

Later on the day of Jesus' resurrection, two of his disciples were on 
their way to Emmaus when Jesus joined them on their journey. The 
disciples did not recognize that Jesus was with them and they did not 
understand that God's Messiah had to suffer and die before being 
raised to glory. They were looking for a different kind of Messiah.  

• Do you ever wonder if Jesus is really present in your life? Is it 
possible that you don't see Jesus in your life because Jesus 
doesn't fit your expectations?  

• Prayer: God of Easter, open my eyes to recognize your pres-
ence in my life. Teach me to understand your ways. Amen.  

 

Wednesday April 7  Luke 24:28-31  

At the table, the two disciples’ eyes were opened and they recognized 
Jesus when he "took bread, blessed and broke it, and gave it to 
them" (Luke 24:30). Likewise, we recognize that the resurrected Jesus 
is with us when we take, bless, break, and share bread in the Sacra-
ment of Holy Communion. The entire Emmaus story (Luke 24:13-31) 
teaches us that as Easter people, we meet Jesus in the Word and at 
the Table.  

• Where do you encounter Jesus? Do you meet him in Scripture? 
Do you meet him in worship and at the Communion table?  

• Prayer: Merciful God, forgive me when I fail to read your Word 
and worship with other believers. Inspire my faithfulness. 
Amen.  

  

 



Thursday April 8  Luke 24:32-35  

After their eyes were opened (Luke 24:31), the two disciples immediate-
ly left Emmaus and returned to Jerusalem to spread the Good News 
that Jesus was alive. Luke's point is that an encounter with the resur-
rected Jesus at Easter is Good News that is worth sharing with others. 
Easter is such Good News that we can't help but tell someone about it.  

• Has Jesus made a difference in your life? If so, have you told 
anyone about it? You don't have to have all the answers, just 
tell them how Jesus makes a difference in your life?  

• Prayer: Amazing God, thank you for Jesus. With your help, I 
will tell someone about his love and grace today. Amen.  

 

Friday April 9   Luke 24:36-49  

Peace is one of the gifts of Easter. After all that had happened, the dis-
ciples were experiencing fear and doubt. When Jesus came to them, he 
comforted them and showed himself to them. Then he opened their 
minds and taught them that everything that had happened was accord-
ing to God's will. He told them that God's will calls for Jesus' disciples to 
preach and teach about repentance and forgiveness of sins. And he 
promised that the Holy Spirit would empower them.  

• After reading the Gospel According to Luke, you are now a wit-
ness to all that God has done through Jesus. In what ways are 
you obeying Jesus' command to share the Good News?  

• Prayer: God of peace, calm my fears and remove my doubts. 
Grant me the courage I need to be your witness today. Amen.  

 

Saturday April 10  Luke 24:50-53 (Acts 1:1-11)  

The ascension of Jesus serves as a bridge between the life and minis-
try of Jesus and life and ministry of the Church. When Jesus ascended 
into heaven, the Church became the Body of Christ (see 1 Corinthians 
12) and continued his ministry on earth. The power of the Holy Spirit 
made it possible for Jesus' disciples to continue doing the things Jesus 
did.  

• The Holy Spirit still empowers disciples to carry out the ministry 
of Jesus on the earth. What is the Holy Spirit empowering you 
to do as a member of Christ's body in the world today?  

• Prayer: Eternal God, remind me of my purpose in life. Empower 
me to serve you, so that others meet Jesus Christ in me. Amen.  

 

 



March 21 (tent.) Holy Week Worship Pick-Up  

We will distribute palms and communion elements at this 

drive thru event. 

Palm Sunday March 28 worship online 

Maundy Thursday April 1 worship online 

Good Friday April 2 worship online 

Easter Sunday April 4 worship online 

Possible worship services in-person at 7 & 10:30 a.m. 

 

Pastors and the HCT are exploring other outdoor opportuni-

ties as the weather warms up. Look for announcements for 

more opportunities.  



Pastors and the HCT are exploring other outdoor opportunities as the 

weather warms up. Look for announcements for more opportunities.  


