
By James C. Sprouse 

Annual Conference was held in Roanoke this year and one of its highlights was the 
commissioning and ordaining ceremony of clergy. Ellen Fillette (our former Chil-
dren’s Choir Director) was commissioned at this year’s Conference and will now en-
ter a three-year probationary period where she applies her Spirit gifts in the local 
church. At the end of the three years she will undergo another series of written and 
oral exams that culminate in her being ordained an Elder in the United Methodist 
Church. Ellen just received her first full-time appointment to Centreville UMC at An-

nual Conference. Congratulations, Ellen! 

On another exciting matter, Eric Song, a former Trinity Associate Pastor, will begin 
his pastoral leadership at Good Shepherd UMC on Hunter Mill Road, Vienna. His wife 
Heather will appreciate having a shorter commute for her work as faculty at George 

Washington University.  

Chesterbrook UMC will receive new pastoral leadership as it prepares to welcome 
Daniel Park and his family. Daniel comes to McLean from Chicago. He and his wife 
have three children and are expecting their fourth. Chesterbrook is very excited 

about their new clergy family. 

Charles Wesley will receive new pastoral leadership, too. They prepare to welcome 
J.P. Hong and his family. His wife, Amy, is on track to become a Deacon in the UMC. 
They have two children. His previous appointment was Culmore UMC. Welcome, J.P. 

and Amy.  

The ministry team at Trinity is preparing for an exciting fall kick-off of new mission, 
ministry and education opportunities. Did you know that Trinity operates a Pastoral 
Care and Counseling Center at Trinity House (the old parsonage) and that profes-

sional counselors are there five to six days each week?  

We are planning for our fall Christian Education offerings, anticipating new and more 
exciting classes for our children, youth, adults and our confirmands. Your ideas for 
new ministries, missions and outreach are always welcome. We’d love to hear about 

the things on your mind and heart. 

These are only a few of this summer’s happenings. Don’t be scarce this summer. 
Have fun, enjoy your vacation time, and come to church when you’re home. Try our 
8:30 am service. Try our Wednesday Noon service. Try our Celtic service. Follow us 

on Facebook and Twitter. It will be great to see you.    

New Beginnings 

A Sense of Belonging 2 

The Importance of Youth Group 2 

Crafts for a Cause 3 

Church & Society 4 

Membership Update 6 

Calendar 7 

Inside this issue: 

T
h

e
 S

p
ir

e
 

T
R
I
N
I
T
Y
 
U
N
I
T
E
D
 
M

E
T
H
O
D
I
S
T
 
C
H
U
R
C
H
 

Volume 17, issue 7 

July 2016 

Biscuit’s Catching Waves 3 

Ways to give at Trinity 4 

Trinity’s preschool now enrolling 5 

Summer Choir invites you 5 

Come, learn about Trinity 6 



scholar to join the church. In fact, there 
is no United Methodist SAT required. All 

that’s asked is a willing heart. 

Others think they’re too busy to become 
members. We understand that you’re 
busy. Good luck finding many people in 
Northern Virginia who aren’t busy. We 
also understand that many people 
travel for work. We simply ask that you 
make church a priority for you when you 

are in town. 

There is a way for you to find out what it 
means to become a member of Trinity 
United Methodist Church. This will also 
give you a chance to ask any questions 

you might have about Trinity or the 
greater United Methodist Church. 
Plus, you’ll hear about ways you can 
get involved in the life of the church. 

Please join us: 

Sunday, July 17 
and 

Sunday, July 24 

9:30 a.m. in Room 403 

Please don’t hesitate to call or email 
me if you have any questions. The 
church office number is 703-356-
3312 and my email is  

egilmer@umtrinity.org. 
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A Sense of Belonging 

T HE S PIR E 

Sermon Series 

By Keith Lee, Associate Pastor 

The ideal purpose for youth group is 
to make disciples of Christ for the 
transformation of the world. Do all 
youth groups succeed at this? No, 
and that’s ok. Here’s a reason why: 
The church is supposed to pursue 
this goal and the youth group is one 
of the ministries supporting it. That’s 
why I am confident that youth group 
is important at Trinity. The highest 
priority at Trinity is to make disciples. 
We pursue this through growing in 
knowledge of Christ, worshiping as a 
faith community, loving one another, 
and serving the greater community 

for the transformation of the world.  

Therefore, there are a few things that 
I keep in mind as youth leader to en-
sure that we are supporting the over-

all mission of the church.  

Vision and PurposeVision and PurposeVision and PurposeVision and Purpose: Is the youth 
group aligned with the vision and pur-

Why is Youth Group Important at Trinity? 

pose of the church? Do we have 
other agendas? In some churches, 
the youth group feels like a separate 
entity rather than a natural exten-
sion of the church. The staff and I try 
our best to be on the same page so 
that anyone serving or participating 

in youth group experiences unity. 

Rhythm and FlowRhythm and FlowRhythm and FlowRhythm and Flow: Is the youth group 
aligned with the schedule of the 
church and also with the greater 
McLean community? We want to be 
counter-cultural, but do not want to 
compete needlessly with the flow of 
society and especially with the 
church. Many times I’ve been at 
churches where different ministries 
were competing for the participation 
of the same people. This lack of 
planning placed ministry leaders at 
odds with one another. In terms of 
being mindful of the McLean com-
munity, this will help us to coordi-

nate rather than antagonize. 

IntegrationIntegrationIntegrationIntegration: Is the youth group helping 
teens integrate with the church? Are 
they asked to volunteer for VBS? Are 
they encouraged to participate in the 
greater church events and programs? 
I see all of Trinity’s activities as part 
of the youth group’s program; the 
Wednesday dinners, choirs, work day, 
missions, children’s education, etc. I 
want our youth to feel that they be-
long at Trinity rather than become a 
subgroup that meets at its own time 
and schedule pursuing their own 

goals. 

These three things are very important 
not only in developing a healthy youth 
group but also helping teens inte-
grate into society as adults. If they 
have a positive and encouraging ex-
perience at church, I pray and hope 
that they will transfer those skills and 
experiences to thrive in institutions in 

their future. 

By Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor 

We all belong to a lot of groups. Just 
check out the little tags on our key 
chains. From coffee houses to air-
lines, grocery stores to gyms, we be-
come members because we know 
we’ll get something good out of the 
endeavor. So, why will we become a 
member of the Buffalo Wild Wings 
Loyalty Program, but we hesitate 
when it comes to joining a church? 
(Not that I don’t love some good 

wings, but you know what I’m saying.) 

For some people, there is the con-
cern that one needs to be a biblical 
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ing love for us.  

Tell your parents to mark their calen-
dar. VBS is August 15-19. There’s 
more information about it below, so 
check it out. If you are between the 
age of three and fourth grade, be 
sure to join us. For those older than 
that, Trinity would love to have you as 
a volunteer. If your parents or grand-
parents have questions, they can 
contact Jen Calsyn 
(jenfuqua@gmail.com) or Marci Tho-

mas (lovemarci@hotmail.com). 

I hope you can come to Surf Shack. 
I’m stoked about it! Now, where did I 

put those boardshorts? 

Always remember my motto: Paws for 

Jesus! 

 Biscuit 

I’m Catching the Wave! 

Hi to all the kids of Trinity Church! I 
am so happy it’s July. I hope your 

summer is going well.  

How do you like my picture? That’s 
me at Dog Beach in New Smyrna 
Beach, Florida. I love the surf and the 
sand. It’s fun to make sandcastles. 
Have you ever made a sand angel? 
It’s like a snow angel except you 

make it in the sand instead. 

I’m super excited that the theme of 
this year’s Vacation Bible School is 
Surf Shack − Catch the Wave of 
God’s Amazing Love. It’s a beach 
theme! In case you’ve never been to 
Vacation Bible School, let me tell you 
about it. It’s cool! We get to make fun 
crafts, sing great songs, and have 
yummy snacks. Our VBS leaders even 
have fun science projects. Best of all, 
we get to learn all about God’s amaz-

August 15-19 9 a.m.—12 p.m. 
Ages 3—rising 4th grade 

To volunteer, contact Jen Calsyn, jenfuqua@gmail.com or 
Marci Thomas, lovemarci@hotmail.com. Registration forms 
are available in Sunday School classrooms, in the Narthex, 
and on the church website. 

Vacation Bible School 

Crafts for a Cause continues through the summer months, 
meeting on Mon., July 11,Mon., July 11,Mon., July 11,Mon., July 11, and Mon., July 25,Mon., July 25,Mon., July 25,Mon., July 25, from 7 to 
8:30 p.m. in Room 124, to work on comfort items for hos-
pitals and making 
dresses for needy girls 

around the world. 

There's always a need 
for help with cutting, 
sewing, and stuffing, so 
feel free to join us even 
if you don't think you're 
particularly "crafty." We 
also have patterns for 
knitting and crocheting 
projects that can be 
made at home. Our con-
tinuing thanks go to Nell 
Gilmore and Judy Osha 
for the knitted and cro-
cheted caps they make 
for newborns at Fair Oaks Hospital. For more information, 
contact  

mollysprouse@gmail.com. 

Crafts for a Cause 
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This month we continue our collection 
for Share (www.shareofmclean.org). 
During the summer, the pantry shelves 
are often bare or empty. Please con-
sider donating rice, pasta, peanut but-
ter, beans, cooking oil, or any non-
perishable foods. In addition, there is 
an immediate, urgent need for single 
packaged toothbrushes, new under-
wear in any size, and baby wipes. 
Please place your donations in the col-
lection baskets in the entryways or in 

the bin in the fellowship hall. 

Church & Society needs you! needs you! needs you! needs you! We have 
an immediate need for a chair or co-
chair of this committee, as well as ad-
ditional committee members. Please 
contact Chris Wilbur at  

stampincrispie@yahoo.com. 

Church & Society Giving at Trinity 

Five Ways to Give 

⇒ Volunteer your time to a spe-

cific ministry-area 

⇒ Cash or check in the offering 
plate using pew envelope or  

assigned envelopes 

⇒ Recurring or one-time gift 
through church’s secure web-

site using a credit card 

⇒ Complete a paper authorization 
form found in the Narthex to 
have your gift transferred from 
your checking/savings account 
monthly or weekly. Credit cards 

are also an option. 

⇒ Text to Give. You text to a se-
cure number and it will ask you 
several questions to complete 
your contribution. More infor-

mation is below. 

Top Five Reasons to Give Electroni-

cally 

1. Makes your gifts to the church 

consistent and regular 

2. Gifts are received by the church 
whether or not you are in town to 

attend worship 

3. Gifts can be automatically trans-

ferred from your checking account. 

4. No need to remember your enve-

lope on Sunday morning. 

5. Be a good steward of the Earth! 
Reduces the amount of paper 

used for checks, envelopes, etc.  

 

For more, visit: 

http://umtrinity.org/learn-give/give. 

Text to Give 

Do you pay for all your “things” 
online? Why not make your dona-

tions electronically as well? 

We want our members to contribute 
when and how they want. We offer 
several electronic giving options, 
including Give by Text, as conven-

ient alternatives to checks or cash. 

In less time than it takes to write a 
check, you can make weekly offer-
ings or respond to special appeals 
by simply sending a text message 
from your smartphone. Sign up to-
day and be liberated from your 

checkbook. 

Simply send a text to 703703703703----454454454454----
5532 5532 5532 5532 with the amount you would 
like to contribute. Make sure to 
include the dollar sign before the 
amount (example: $25). Within a 

few minutes, you’ll be sent a text with 
a link to register. Click on the link and 
enter your cardholder name and 
credit or debit card information. Once 
your registration is complete, you will 
receive a text verifica-
tion and a receipt via 

email. 

For future giving, sim-
ply send a text with 
the amount you wish 
to give, and it will 
process automati-

cally! 

Watch the Sunday 
bulletin or visit our 
website to learn 
more. Thank you for 
supporting our mis-

sion. 
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“A Journey of a Thousand Miles…” 

SUMMER CHOIR ANTHEM SCHEDULESUMMER CHOIR ANTHEM SCHEDULESUMMER CHOIR ANTHEM SCHEDULESUMMER CHOIR ANTHEM SCHEDULE    

July 3: God Be with You (Anna Morse) 

July 10: His Sheep Am I (Orien Johnson) 

July 17: You Are Near (Dan Schutte) 

July 24: Come to Me (Gregory Norbet) 

July 31: My Shepherd Will Supply My Need (Virgil Thomson) 

Aug. 7: Jesus, Keep Me Near the Cross (William Doane) 

Aug. 14: Come Back to Me (Gregory Norbet) 

Aug. 21: There Is a Balm in Gilead (arr. William Smith) 

Aug. 28: Father, We Praise Thee (Anon.) 

Sept. 4: As the Deer (Martin Nystrom) 

Chinese philosopher Lao-tzu said that 
“a journey of a thousand miles begins 
with a single step.” Do you like to sing 
but have not joined a choir? Would 
you try singing in a choir for one day 
to see if it’s right for you? Why not 
sing with Trinity’s Choir for one of its 
Summer Sundays! Summer Choir 
rehearsals are held Sunday mornings 
at 10 a.m., when we learn a simple 
anthem for that day’s 10:30 a.m. 
service. Our summer schedule begins 
mid-June and goes through Labor 
Day. You can take a “single step” and 
join us for one Sunday, or you can 
sing every Sunday this summer. Con-
tact Jerry Rich at jrich@umtrinity.org 
for more information. All are wel-

come! 

 

 

Trinity PDO Preschool 
 

Sept. 12, 2016—May 26, 2017 
 

 Ages 2 1/2—4 years old Ages 4-5 
 M, W, F Monday through Friday 

9:30 a.m.—1:30 p.m. 
 

Our children learn through imaginative play. They experience weekly classes in 
French, art, and music in addition to their daily lessons and play time. For more, 
call 703-790-2767 or visit church website: http://umtrinity.org/learn-
give/preschool 
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Thank You, Teachers! 

Marta Acevedo 
Lisa Barnett 
Andy Briscoe 
Karen Briscoe 
Carol Brunner  
David Case 
Lizzy Conroy 
Nila Curry 
Jill Dunn 
John Dunn 
Mary Engola 
Christian Faust 
Jessica Faust 
Ellen Fillette 
Eileen Gilmer 
Melissa Harris 
Ann Hooton 
Melissa Jarvis 
Ji Yeon Jeon 
Erika Keough 
Liam Keough 
Scott Keough 
Harriet Latta 
Keith Lee 
Jamie Loving 

Nick McMichael 
Loren Monroe 

Winston Morrison 
Mary Newcomb 

Doris Page 
Chris Peterson 

Kristen Peterson 
Amy Prewett 

Todd Prewett 
Jerry Rich 

Jose Rivera 
Steven Robeson 

Jennifer Short 
Leslie Speidel 

Jim Sprouse 
Lauren Michelle Stevens 

Jeremey Stover  
Lindsey Stover 

Emily Summers 
Marci Thomas 

Frank Vorndran 
Leslie Vorndran 

  

DISCOVER 

TRINITY  

Join us for a time of discovering more 

about our church. 

Here’s your chance to learn more about Trinity. Ask questions. Find out 

how you can get involved in the church. Great for new members and 

those considering membership. Come for the snacks, stay for the conver-

sation. 

July 17 & 24 

9:30 a.m. in Room 403  

    
New MemberNew MemberNew MemberNew Member    
Diane McCullough 
 
BaptismsBaptismsBaptismsBaptisms    
Sawyer Reid Berg 
Everett Anders Brooks 
William Taylor Leong Hancock 
 
TransferTransferTransferTransfer    
David Hull 

Are you moving?Are you moving?Are you moving?Are you moving?  
 
 Please send your new address to 
the church office (703-356-3312 or 
info@umtrinity.org). Thank you. 
This will ensure that we have all the 
correct information to send news and 
contribution statements to the correct 
address. Thank you. 
 If you are interested in joining the joining the joining the joining the 
churchchurchchurchchurch or learning more about our min-
istries, please contact a pastor or the 
church office. 

Membership Update 
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Schedule of Events 

July 4: Office Closed 

July 10: Martha’s Table Sandwich Making 

July 11: Crafts for a Cause 

July 13-23: Mission trip to Honduras 

July 15: Spire Deadline 

July 16: Christ House 

July 17& 24: Discovery Class 

July 25: Crafts for a Cause 

July 31: - Aug. 6: Youth ASP Mission Trip 

1 Tori Sandelli 

 

2 Sarah Cusenza 
 Madeline Faust 
 Thomas Hayes 
 Daniel Hayes 
 Davis Sawyer 
 Alice Sinks 

 

3 David Danner 
 Thuong Nguyen 

 

4 Ryan Flickinger 

 

6 Charles Boykin 
 Athena Georgelas 

 

7 Will Krokowski 
 Michael Robinson 

 

8 Donald Bainbridge 
 Sophia Tursi 
 Allan Winters 

 

9 Robin Mickle 

 

10 Dana Jackson 
 Connie Jeremiah 
 Jayne Peterson 
 Betty Quinn 

 

11 Erin Race-Graves 
 Hanna Sing 
 Victoria Todd 

 

12 Madeleine Evans 

 

13 Caroline English 

 

14 Ethan Huie 
 Travis Mullan 
 Amelia Swenson 

 

15 Joyce Lee 

 

16 Matt Maher 

 

17 Anna Altieri 
 Graham Glander 
 Nancye Mittendorff 

 

18 Jeremy Chatham 

 

19 Patrick Adams 

 

20 Cameron Dabbiere 
 Tyler Engola 
 Stacey Sovereign 

 

21 Janet Cope 
 Anders Peterson 
 Leah Steinke 

 

22 Bette Godding 
 Karen Loss 
 Ben Norman 
 Tony Salazar 

 

24 Skip Coston, Jr. 
 Sam Fielder 

 Margaret Wise 

 

25 Andrew Cope 
 Sally Cusenza 
 Landon Sawyer 

 

26 Caroline Burgeson 
 Vinnie DeMicco 
 Samantha 

Manoogian 
 Owen Russell 

 

27 Keith Edwin 
 Bea Wiesner 

 

28 Matthew Bruning 
 Lilly Lawson 

 

29 Cathy Chatham 
 Kathleen Fuchs 
 Yola Hanlan 
 Will Riedel 

 

30 Peggy Trapp 

 

31 Amy Cusenza 
 Leah Miller 
 Joselyn Nunez 
 Daniel Smith 
 Caroline Wight 

 

Birthdays 

4 Eric & Heather Kadel, Jr. 
 
5 Jarrette & Laurel Marley 
 Tracie & Ramin Shojai 
 
6 Wayne & Kim Detwiler, Jr. 
 
7 Jim & Carol Bruce, III 
 
16 Eliza & Bryan Kirchner 
 
19 Ken & Megan Keane 
 
20 Bill & Christy Slade 
 
21 Robin Mickle & M J Crow 

 

25 John & Laurie Skipper 

Anniversaries 



Sent in Prayer to:Sent in Prayer to:Sent in Prayer to:Sent in Prayer to:    

Trinity United Methodist ChurchTrinity United Methodist ChurchTrinity United Methodist ChurchTrinity United Methodist Church    
Sunday Morning Worship Services 

at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June) 

Children's Education —10:30 a.m.  
Wednesday Communion and Healing — 12 noon 

Celtic Evensong & Communion—6 p.m. (last Sun. of month) 
 

Here to serve Christ and you: 
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor 
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor 

Keith Lee — Associate Pastor 
Jose Rivera and Leslie Vorndran — Lay Leaders 

Jerry Rich — Director of Music 
Harriet Latta — Office Manager 
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz– Sexton 

Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out Preschool 
 

Office Hours:  
Monday - Friday, 8:30 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. 

Phone: 703-356-3312 
Fax: 703-356-9119 

E-mail: info@umtrinity.org 
Web Site: umtrinity.org 

Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean 

    The Mission of Trinity United The Mission of Trinity United The Mission of Trinity United The Mission of Trinity United 
Methodist Church Methodist Church Methodist Church Methodist Church is to be a vibrant, 
growing church home for all who 
seek companionship, direction and 
inspiration in their lives as they de-
velop a personal, relevant relation-
ship with God through Jesus Christ 

and the Holy Spirit. 

 We are anchored in Scripture and 
energized by congregational commit-
ment. Trinity Church fosters the Chris-
tian values of joy, faith, service, hope 

and love.  

 Trinity extends the opportunity to 
experience the Grace of God through 
worship, discipleship, study and fel-
lowship in the traditions of the United 

Methodist Church. 
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