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Prelude Ave Verum Corpus (Mozart) Karen Cain 
 
The Word of Grace and Greeting  Eileen Gilmer 
 
Opening Prayer   Gilmer 
 
Scripture Reading Psalm 23 Rachel Conner 
 Isaiah 50:10 Marc Grossman 
 
Anthem Ave Maria (Schubert) Catherine Wethington 
 
Gospel Reading John 14:1-4, 18-19, 25-27 Gilmer 
 
Meditation  Neil Hough 
 
Reading Afterglow (Marshall) Asher Grossman 

I'd like the memory of me to be a happy one. 
I'd like to leave an afterglow of smiles when life is done. 
I'd like to leave an echo whispering softly down the ways, 
Of happy times and laughing times and bright and sunny days. 
I'd like the tears of those who grieve, to dry before the sun; 
Of happy memories that I leave when life is done. 

 
Personal Reflections  Josh Jones 
  Phil Leonard 
  John Leonard 
 
Anthem Wind Beneath My Wings (Silbar & Henley)  
 Catherine Wethington 
 
Personal Reflections  Marilee Muchow 
  Katherine Grossman 
 
* Hymn Amazing Grace CH 546 
 
 



Reading Irish Blessing (trad.) Maya Grossman 
May the road rise up to meet you. 
May the wind be always at your back. 
May the sun shine warm upon your face; 
the rains fall soft upon your fields and until we meet again, 
may God hold you in the palm of His hand. 

 

Commendation and Prayer of Thanksgiving Hough 
 
Lord’s Prayer  Hough 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy king-
dom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we 
forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction  Hough 
 
Postlude  Cain 

Participants: Rev. Neil Hough 
  Rev. Eileen Gilmer 

 Ms. Karen Cain 
 Dr. Catherine Wethington 

* Please stand as you are able. 



On Wednesday, February 15, 2023, Clarissa Jones Parker 
Leonard passed away after a long battle with congestive heart 
failure. She was a kind, curious, generous, classy, good-natured 
woman who loved her family, friends, and embraced life in gen-
eral. She had a great sense of design, was a fabulous cook and 
enjoyed traveling. 

Clarissa was born on October 27, 1941, in Washington, D.C. Her 
father, Joseph Marion Jones, was from Texas and worked in 
politics and journalism. The family moved around a lot for Jo-
seph’s work. Clarissa graduated from Emma Willard boarding 
school in Troy, New York, and then attended Oberlin College in 
Ohio. 

While there, she met Christopher Parker, and in 1964 they got 
married. For almost 10 years they lived in Iowa where Chris was 
working on his PhD in film, and Clarissa was a preschool teach-
er. Later they moved to Rochester, New York, and in 1974 they 
had their only child, Katherine. Shortly afterwards they moved to 
New York City on Riverside Drive. They divorced around 1977, 
and in 1980 Clarissa and Katherine moved to Washington, D.C. 

Clarissa settled into a career in marketing for several graphic 
and interior design firms and was busy raising Katherine. These 
were some difficult years. She worked very hard as a single par-
ent after the death of Katherine’s father Chris in 1982. 

In 1996 Clarissa met John Leonard, and they married in 2003. 
Later they moved into a comfortable condo in McLean, Virginia. 
They also bought a vacation house on the Northern Neck of Vir-
ginia where they spent many vacations enjoying the calm creek 
and active birdlife. 

Clarissa adored her family. She met Katherine in Italy when 
Katherine was studying abroad for college. A few years later she 
flew to Thailand where Katherine was teaching English. Clarissa 
and John also took a number of trips including one to Croatia 
and Greece. After John retired from the U.S. Patent Office, they 
drove across the country in an RV. They also took the RV up to 
Castine, Maine, with John’s sons Bobby and Charlie and 
camped on family-owned land. 

Clarissa’s love for her grandchildren, Asher and Maya, was one 
defined by devotion and joy. 

Clarissa will be missed beyond words by all those who knew and 
loved her. She leaves behind her husband John; her daughter 
Katherine; son-in-law Marc, grandchildren Asher and Maya; a 
niece Rachel and nephew Josh; stepsons Phil, Charlie and Bob-
by; and many friends. 
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