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Leadership in the 21st Century
By James C. Sprouse, Senior Pastor
Keith, Eileen and I over the last 3 months have been attending leadership
seminars training us for the church of the 21 st century. You and I are part of
the first generation of North Americans to live in a society that no longer
appreciates the presence of Christianity. Many are hostile toward the
church. The early church shared the gospel of Jesus in a religiously plural,
but hostile world. The 21st century has brought Christianity full circle.
Early Christians came together to celebrate their life together with God
through prayer, table fellowship, and teaching about the Way. They also
went out from the Temple and into the streets to be witnesses to the life,
death and resurrection of Jesus. Their message asked persons to embrace
the Way of life and the rule of God in their hearts but it was not about joining a particular church. They established small groups that met in homes
for nurture and fellowship. It was through these small groups that a larger
sense of community developed. Finally, they experienced persecution and
arrest from religious authorities and non-religious people because the Way
they chose affected the economic practices of society and challenged established religious traditions.
Based on these essential concerns of the early church and what is becoming obvious to us by now of the emerging world, we can conclude a few
ideas about the church in the 21st century.
1. Our primary mission will be to establish Christian communities
in the midst of a hostile and violent world.
2. The mission of these communities will be to proclaim the rule of
God to all people.
3. Existing and emerging Christian communities will need to nurture this new life in the Way and to bring new life to others.
4. Our mission’s dominant theme will be the Way of life prefigured
in the life and ministry of Jesus.
5. The life of prayer will be necessary to keep our Christian communities focused on our mission as witnesses to the Way.
6. And finally, all church and community leadership will be based
on faithful service to the Way of Christ.
(Continued on page 2)

(Sprouse, continued from page 1)

The excellent leadership of Trinity Church believes that, based on the life of
the early church, the only way to move forward together in our time is for
our congregation to turn outward to the world. All our new and existing
buildings, ministries, and missions need to shout to the entire world that
Jesus is the Way without being judgmental or forming value judgments on
the worth of others with regard to their religious beliefs or their nationality.
Our mission involves not losing our passion for social justice and the demand Christ makes on us to feed the hungry, clothe the naked, forgive
sins, and love the enemy.
To move forward together as followers of the Way of Christ, all our missions
and ministries must be willing to exist for the sole purpose of bringing this
new life to others who are not yet experiencing it. We must be willing to
invest our time, our talents, our treasures, and our very lives in order to
turn society upside down so that, from time to time, those who are usually
last can be first at the table of the world’s bounty. You and I need to discover as we move forward together the courage needed for embracing and
offering this new life in Jesus as the Way. We are fellow pilgrims along the
Way that leads us more fully and deeply into the wonder of God’s love,
presence in the world, and mission.

Good Works Day
Saturday, April 6
8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Come one – Come all to the TUMC 2019 Spring Good Works Day!
We have all kinds of fun, interesting and indoor/outdoor projects for
you to assist completing. We’ll spend the morning working together
until noon, fellowshipping with a provided lunch immediately following in the TUMC Fellowship Lobby. There will also be a Crafts for a
Cause work session beginning at 9 a.m. in Room 124. All skill levels welcome. There is something for everyone during the 2019
Spring Good Works Day at TUMC!
Contact Wayne Detwiler (wayne.detwiler@oakgrovetech.com) or
Karen Hunt (karenwhunt@earthlink.net).
If you wish to provide refreshments, please contact Reba Page
(pagerann@hotmail.com).
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Spending Holy Week at Trinity
By Eileen Gilmer, Associate Pastor
It’s hard to believe that Easter is almost here. I know I say this every year. It
seems like we just celebrated Christmas and now it’s April. We certainly
hope you’ll spend Easter Sunday with us but that’s not the only day we
hope you’ll join us. In order to get to Easter, it’s important we walk through
Holy Week. Here’s a quick look at all the days of Holy Week and why they
matter in the lives of followers of Christ.
Palm Sunday, April 14, 8:30 and 10:30 a.m.: We celebrate the day that
Jesus made a triumphant entry into Jerusalem. The crowds cheered him as
he humbly entered the city riding on a donkey. In a sign of respect, the people threw their cloaks and leafy branches on the road in front of him. We
will wave the palm fronds during worship to mark this first day of Holy
Week.
Maundy Thursday, April 18, 7:30 p.m., Chapel: The English word for
Maundy comes from the Latin mandatum, which means commandment.
John’s gospel tells us that on his last night on earth (before his betrayal
and arrest), Jesus washed the feet of his disciples and then gave them a
new commandment to love one another as Jesus had loved them. John's
gospel does not record the institution of the Lord's Supper among the
events of this night, but the other gospels do. That’s why we mark this night
with celebrations both at the basin (foot washing) and at the Lord's Table
(Holy Communion). Those who attend our service can choose whether to
participate in one or both celebrations.
Good Friday, April 19, 7:30 p.m., Sanctuary: We will remember the crucifixion of Jesus at Calvary. We’ll mark this reverent evening in our dimmed
Sanctuary, hearing scripture readings of the powerful story of the last hours
of Jesus’ life. If you have never attended a Good Friday service, I encourage
you to come this year. Experiencing Good Friday will make Easter Sunday
even more meaningful.
Easter Sunday, April 21, 6:30 a.m., 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.: Christ the
Lord is risen today! We will celebrate bright and early at our sunrise service
in the memorial garden, right outside the Fellowship Building. We will also
be celebrating in our Sanctuary at our regular worship times. It is a day of
celebration and joy, and we look forward to having you join us.
I’ll see you in church!
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Trinity’s Outreach Helps Heart to Heart Be Self-Sustaining
By Keith Lee, Associate Pastor
Trinity Church is returning to Heart to Heart Children’s Village (H2H) in Honduras from July 4 to 13. We’re calling for volunteers to participate in this
heart-renewing trip and you’re invited!
The outreach represents multiple opportunities to aid H2H in its mission to
nurture one hundred and ten children in their care. H2H is unique in that
they develop and maintain multiple facets of social and spiritual endeavors. A complementary benefit from these multiple endeavors is that they
help H2H become a self-sustaining ministry. To me that’s unique because
our strategic contributions help them further their viability.
We know that they care for one hundred and ten children. Therefore, much
of received financial support pours into this worthy endeavor. But did you
know they also operate two high-quality schools—one bilingual and the
other Spanish? The reason was that due to political disorder, weather conditions, and teacher strikes, students averaged about seventy days out of
two hundred school days. Also, they not only educate H2H children but offer quality education opportunities for children in the schools’ neighborhood. Over three hundred tuition-paying students attend alongside the H2H
children. This revenue makes operating schools a sustainable undertaking
while educating all of the H2H children.
Two years ago, H2H leaders asked Trinity Church to help fund a solar system for H2H Children’s Village because a local electric company reneged
on H2H’s prior arrangement with city officials. We agreed because this was
another contribution to help H2H’s sustainability. The solar system would
not only be a one-time assistance but a perpetual one because every time
there’s sunshine, they’re saving electric cost! Fortunately, Peggy Fox and
her daughter Leah organized a fundraiser that raised over $10K for the
project. This plus generous donations from church members made possible
about $13K total. Oscar, the H2H director, was able to complete a system
for the boys’ dormitory with Trinity’s contribution. Then, other contributions
helped complete the whole village.
In addition to schools, they started a church, manage a medical clinic and,
in recent years, planted a coffee farm. A main factor in starting the farm
rose out of needs to fund college educations for H2H graduates.
The main goal of Trinity’s trip to H2H is to develop and strengthen our relationship with their staff, volunteers and children. This is the most important
and worthy goal. The second is to help H2H fortify their sustainability with
technology to further solar projects, educational development for the
schools, medical expertise for the medical clinic, theology for church
growth, and marketing for coffee distribution. If you have expertise in one
or more of these areas, please consider joining us this summer. You can
reach me at 703-356-3312 or klee@umtrintiy.org to learn more.
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Pastor Keith’s Prayer of the Month: The First Matza
Every month I would like to share an inspiring prayer with you. This one is
based on the Jewish liturgical book used during the Passover Seder meal
before taking the first matza.
Lord, we hold this matza, the symbol of affliction and
poverty. It is the bread that our ancestors ate as
slaves in the land of Egypt. We are mindful tonight of
the hardships they suffered and the cruelty they endured.
To all who are in need may we declare: We know your
suffering, and we want to help in your need. Amen.
To all who are hungry we offer: Come and join us in
our abundance.
God, let it be known to all that because of our history,
we understand the plight of the poor: we know what it
is to suffer. Help us to care for them, and hope with
them that the coming year will bring with it the promise of a better life. Amen.
What’s New on Our Blog: tumcthespire.wordpress.com
Ask Henny
 Jesus’ resurrection and Easter
eggs: https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-uj

Crafts for a Cause
 April Update:
https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-ut

Book Chat
 March meeting on the 9th:
https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-ur

Music
 Easter musical offerings:
https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-un
 New Director for Trinity Trebles:
https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-up

Membership Update
Are you moving?
Please send your new address to the church office (703-356-3312 or
info@umtrinity.org). Thank you.
This will ensure that we have all the correct information to send news and
contribution statements to the correct address.
If you are interested in joining the church or learning more about our ministries, please contact a pastor or the church office.
A new Membership Directory was produced in March. It can be found as a
button attachment to the E-News each Friday. If you do not receive the ENews, please send your email address to info@umtrinity.org to be added.
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Schedule of Events
April 1

Crafts for a Cause
7 p.m.

https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-ut

April 3

Widows’ Support Group
6:30 p.m.

Meets in the Fellowship Building.

April 6

Good Works Day
8 a.m.—12 p.m.

See page 2 for more

April 7

Youth Choir Practice
11:40 a.m.

Meet in the Chapel

April 9

Book Chat
6:30 p.m.

Varina, by Charles Frazier

April 10

Easter flower orders due http://umtrinity.org/worship/
easter-flowers

April 14

Martha’s Table Snack Making Sunday

April 15

Crafts for a Cause
7 p.m.

April 22

Office Closed

July 6-13

Mission trip to Honduras’ Contact Keith Lee to get involved
Heart to Heart
klee@umtrinity.org

Aug. 5-9

Vacation Bible School
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https://wp.me/p3ZFFv-ut

Volunteer at http://umtrinity.org/
education/vbs

Trinity United Methodist Church
Sunday Morning Worship Services
at 8:30 a.m. and 10:30 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) — 9:30 a.m. (Sept—June)
Children's Education —10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Communion and Healing — Noon
Celtic Evensong & Communion—5 p.m. (last Sun. of month)
Here to serve Christ and you:
James C. Sprouse — Senior Pastor
Eileen Gilmer — Associate Pastor
Keith Lee — Associate Pastor
Jerry Rich — Director of Music
Michelle Zenk—Director of Children’s & Youth Choirs
Harriet Latta — Office Manager
Jose Luis Nuñez-Ruiz — Sexton
Janine Whitfield — Director of Parents Day Out Preschool
Office Hours:
Monday - Friday, 9 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Phone: 703-356-3312
Fax: 703-356-9119
E-mail: info@umtrinity.org
Web Site: umtrinity.org
Facebook: Trinity UMC, McLean
Blog: tumcthespire.wordpress.com

Instagram: trinityumc_mclean
Twitter: UMTrinity
Youtube: UMTrinity

The Mission of Trinity United Methodist Church is to be a vibrant, growing church home for all who seek companionship, direction and inspiration
in their lives as they develop a personal, relevant relationship with God
through Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit.
We are anchored in Scripture and energized by congregational commitment. Trinity Church fosters the Christian values of joy, faith, service, hope
and love.
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