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FIRST CHURCH INFO
Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Rev. Mario Bolivar
Phone: 352-357-2833 (office)
Email: pastor@fpceustis.com

Cynthia Curtis, Director of Music, Traditions
Email: Cdcbell@aol.com

Support Staff
Melanie Howard, Executive Director
Phone: 352-357-2833
Email: Melanie@fpceustis.com
Alysa Hritzik, Marketing & Comm. Agent
Email: Alysa@fpceustis.com
Laura Bradley, Technology Coordinator
Email: Laura.Bradley87@gmail.com
Brett Sutton, Building Supervisor
Email: stone-crafter@sbcglobal.net
Nancy MacDonald, Nursery Supervisor
Faye Thompson, Financial Secretary
Email: Faye@fpceustis.com
Richard Paul, Treasurer
Email: RAP32727@aol.com
B Grassel, Parish Nurse
Email: bgrassel.advocate@aol.com

Joy Holifield, Worship Leader, The Crossing
Email: joyfulholifield@gmail.com
Derrick De Yarman, Interim Youth Director &
Director of Marketing & Communications
Email: Communications@fpceustis.com
Shannon Walter, Children & Family Ministry, Dir.
Email: Shannon@fpceustis.com
Shawnie Cheatham, Preschool Director
Email: shawnie@fpceustis.com
Kayla Stever, Moms Morning Out Director
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

Elders
Barbara Yancey
Bryan Ferguson
Craig Brady
Don Brandt
Doris Barrell
Erik Medley
Ginger Babb
Jeanne Abernathy
Mark Bischoff
Suzanne Bennett
Contact elders at session@fpceustis.com

First Presbyterian Church, Eustis
117 S Center Street Eustis, FL 32726
352-357-2833
fpceustis.com
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First Church News Snippets
Christmas Worship Schedule

Looking for a Director of Student Ministry

There are all sorts of amazing Christmas
worship opportunities this year. The annual
Christmas concert kicks off the season at 7
PM on Dec. 1 and 4 PM on Dec. 2. We will
be celebrating Advent at all three worship
services throughout December, including
Dec. 23, with he Children’s Ministry
throwing in a few special surprises. We will
have a contemporary Christmas Eve candle
light worship service at 5:30 in the
Fellowship Hall, followed a Traditional
candle light Christmas Eve service with
music starting at 7:00 and worship beginning
at 7:30 PM. We can’t wait to celebrate our
Savior’s birthday with you this season.

FPCE is actively looking for a new, full-time
Director of Student Ministries. The new
Director will take over an established and
growing youth ministry with wonderful
facilities, access to a church bus, a generous
youth budget, and a very active group of
students. Complete benefits package. For
more info, please contact the church office at
352-357-2833 or visit the opportunities page
of our website, www.fpceustis.com

Preschool Christmas Concert
You are cordially invited to join the FPC
Preschool for their annual Christmas concert.
You don't have to be a music lover or a
relative of one of our Preschool kids to
appreciate the great Christmas spirit and
overall cuteness of this event. All church
members are invited to join us at 10 AM on
Dec. 18th in the Fellowship Hall.
Christmas With a Difference
This year, we will be helping local families
involved in our church programs through the
Angle Tree, and we will be helping families
rise out of poverty around the globe through
the Heifer Project. Displays and donation
centers will be available outside of worship
services for the next few weeks.

2 Cents Per Meal
This is just a reminder that we will be
collecting the 2 Cents Per Meal Offering the
first Sunday of the month. This is a nationwide Presbyterian effort to combat hunger
both locally and across the world. This is a
great cause, and we appreciate the
congregation’s continued support.

ANNUAL FPC SKI TRIP

Who: Any member of the church, ages 2-102-No skiing experience or special equipment needed
When: After work on Fri. Jan. 18 through the evening of Mon. Jan. 21, MLK Day.
Where: Beech Mountain, NC. We will all be staying in beautiful cabins.
What: We spend Fri. night at a church along the way. We arrive on Jan. 19, settle in, and go to
Beech Mountain Ski Resort for a few hours of skiing. We will have a full day of skiing on Jan.
20. We will make our way back on Jan. 21, Rev. Martin Luther King Day.
Earlybird Cost:$200 Earlybird Deadline: Noon on Dec. 2
Please contact D with questions at communications@fpceustis.com

Upcoming Revolution Youth Events
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Dec. 1: Youth Car Parking and Tree Trimming
Dec. 5: Youth Council Meeting at 5 PM
Dec. 19: Christmas Party
Dec. 26: NO YOUTH - MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Jan. 18-21: Ski Trip
Feb. 1-2: Rock the Universe
Feb. 23-24: Georgefest Fundraiser - Parking & Car Wash
April 6: Presbytery Mission Project
April 20-21: Fundraiser - Easter Bake Sale
June 2: Baccalaureate Sunday
June 2: Summer Kick-Oﬀ Lake Party
June 21-23: Presbytery Ichetucknee Tubing Trip
July 4: Fundraiser - Parking and Car Wash
July 16-20: Presbyterian Youth Triennium

Letters from Leaders
SUPPORT THE TROOPS
"The Support the Troops" sub-committee of your Mission Committee wishes to
express our appreciation for the funds and items our congregation provided to be
sent to the troops. In the 2018 calendar year, 94 boxes were sent to troops in
Afghanistan, Iraq, and Korea. The contents of each box was valued at $90-$100 plus
the shipping cost of $17.40 per box. On November 13th, nine members of the
congregation packed and mailed 34 boxes as our final shipment before Christmas.
A quick multiplication of the contents of the boxes plus shipping results in First
Presbyterian Church of Eustis provided over $10,000 to our troops stationed in
hazardous/threatening environments.
We know how much these gifts are
appreciated, based on the responses we get from the troops. Thank God we have
the resources and desire to know Jesus and Show Jesus. Thank you!
Herbert Scott Smith, Colonel USAF (RET)

CINDY’S 40TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION
My sincere and heart-felt thanks and gratitude to all of you for the most wonderful
celebration of my 40th anniversary in music ministry at FPC.
The November 14 event was indeed a well kept secret. But what a surprising, fun, and
joyful night! To all of you who attended, sang, played boom-whackers, made videos,
participated in skits…to all who planned, organized, created, and participated…Thank you!
You are amazing!
Thank you all so very much for the generous gift for "a really nice trip.” I am over-whelmed
by your generosity. From the bottom of my heart, thank you!
Church, I hope all of you realize what a tremendous group of folks we have who comprise
the Chancel Choir, Gold Handbell Choir, and Resounding Brass Plus. They are
dedicated, faithful, and passionate musicians serving and giving back to God that which
He has put in them-Music. They are the best!
You are a wonderful church family. It is my honor to be here.
My sincere thanks and love to all of you!
Cindy Curtis, Director of Music

Letters from Leaders
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND DISCIPLESHIP
It has been a wonderful year getting the CE & Discipleship team
organized and working together to provide guidance and resources to
our staff and volunteers who have done amazing things this year! It
has also put a huge smile on my heart to see these ministries grow
and thrive, and to share the love of Jesus with our children, youth,
and adults. We had one of the best attended events of the year with
our first Family-Friendly Fall Festival. We had lots of fun, new faces,
and great costumes! On behalf of the CE & Discipleship team, thank
you church for your support and prayers, and thank you to our staff
for your tireless efforts each week. The plans for 2019 are looking
spectacular!
We especially want to thank Derrick De Yarman for standing in the
gap as Interim Director of Youth Ministries. His love for the ministry
of youth has been invaluable, and the youth have definitely grown as
a group and in the body of Christ through D’s leadership. If you see D
on campus, please thank him for his ministry! “Well done, good and
faithful servant!” We also ask the congregation to be in prayer as we
seek a new, full-time Director of Student Ministry.
We are committed to know Jesus (education) and to show Jesus (be
his disciples). If you would like to join our team, find out how to serve
in this ministry, or have any questions, please feel free to contact
Jeanne Abernathy 352-308-7515, brokerjeanne@gmail.com, or see me
on Sunday!
In His service,
Jeanne Abernathy, Co-Chair of the CE&D Committee

FARMER’S WEEK AT PRESCHOOL

The week of Oct. 15th the sweet preschoolers learned all about “the farm." We
talked all about farmers, farm animals, and farm life.
The children had so much fun learning about the different farmers, their jobs, the
animals they raised and the different crops they grow. They also learned all of
the baby animal names for the different farm animals AND we did so many fun
farm animal crafts.
We also learned about pumpkins that week and did some really cool science
experiments with our pumpkins. The children’s favorite experiment was scooping out
the pumpkins and adding baking soda and vinegar to the inside of the pumpkin,
but they were a little disappointed that the pumpkin didn’t actually “blow up!”
Another fun experiment was cutting the top off of a pumpkin, pushing the seeds
down to the bottom of the pumpkin, and adding potting soil and water. We
watched and waiting about 8 days to see our pumpkin seeds sprout.
It’s always fun In Preschool!

2ND ANNUAL PRESCHOOL TRUNK OR TREAT

On Oct. 31st we had a fun fall party and enjoyed some very yummy snacks —
mimi-cupcakes, Cheetos, and apple slices with some extra yummy caramel dip.
The children had so much fun coming to school dressed up in their “Friendly
Costumes.” Even the teachers dressed up. Miss Gina was Wonder Woman, Miss
Maggie was Minnie Mouse, and Miss Shawnie was a cat.
After the children enjoyed their special snacks for their fall party they were
treated to a “Trunk or Treat” outside. We had 15 parents who parked their cars,
decorated the trunks of their vehicles, and passed out treats to all of the
children. Even the parents dressed up and we invited younger siblings to come
and “Trunk or Treat” too! And Mr. Mike (Miss Shawnie’s husband) even brought his
cool police car and passed out treats to the children.
fun, the preschoolers or the parents!

I’m not sure who had more
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KAMP KOINONIA CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
On Dec. 23, the Kamp Koinonia Sunday School Kids will be
participating in a Christmas play during the 10 AM Crossing
Worship Service. Join us for a special Christmas celebration.
We are also pleased to be able to offer “Advent in a Box” again
this year. This fun and simple kit is a great way for you to be
able to celebrate Advent as a family this season. Be sure to see
Shannon for details. What a great way to bring the true
Christmas spirit into your home.

MUSIC NOTES

ANNUAL CHRISTMAS CONCERT
SAT. DEC. 1ST AT 7 PM & SUN. DEC. 2ND AT 4 PM
Mark your calendars for the church's best attended event! The Christmas
concerts are a family event that will feature the familiar music of Christmas
that we have grown to love.
The music presented by The Chancel Choir, soloists, Gold Handbell Choir and
professional orchestra will include favorite Christmas carols as well as
selections from Handel's Messiah.
Following the concerts, refreshments will be served in the Gathering Place
which will be prepared by a team of the church's best bakers. Child care will
be provided. Enjoy a time together with family, friends and neighbors in the
church's historic and beautiful sanctuary as we capture the sounds and moods
of the Christmas season celebrating the birth of Jesus our Savior.
The concerts are free and open to the public without charge. Come early to get
the best seat. Invite others and let's fill the sanctuary to proclaim:

Joy to the world, the Lord has come!

MUSIC NOTES

WE HAVE A MUSICAL PLACE FOR YOU!
Chancel Choir- Mondays- 7:00 PM
Gold Handbell Choir- Wednesdays- 5:00 PM
Resounding Brass Plus- Sundays- 9:30 AM
CHRISTMAS EVE TRADITIONAL CANDLE-LIGHT SERVICE
Join us on Tuesday, December 24 for a traditional Charismas Eve service in
the sanctuary beginning with a special musical prelude at 7:00 PM.
Music will be provided by the Chancel Choir, soloists and chamber orchestra
and will include such favorites as O Holy Night, and What Child Is This.

JOIN MOPS FOR
BREAKFAST WITH SANTA

MAKE A DIFFERENCE THIS
CHRISTMAS FOR TEEN MOPS

Center St. Kitchen
Help serve meals at our weekly
community lunch on Fridays from
11-1PM
Contact: Chuck Broadway
ChuckBroadway4@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Ministries
Be a part of our Visitation Team,
Deacons or Prayer Chain & help
care for our members & friends.
Contact: Melanie Howard
melanie@fpceustis.com

Buddy Break
Help provide respite care for families
of special needs kids. All you need is a
servant’s heart and a willing spirit—
we’ll give you all the training you’ll
need!
Contact: Ruth McCollum

Kamp Koinonia
Become a Sunday school
volunteer, help out with our
Wednesday programs, or countless
other ways to help grow our kids’
programs.
Contact: Shannon Walter
shannon@fpceustis.com

rpmccol47@aol.com

Center Street Kids
Be a mentor for young, at-risk kids in
our neighborhood—or be a part of the
transportation team or kitchen crew.
We offer kids a meal and fun Bible
lessons every Tuesday evening 6-8 PM
Contact: Mario Bolivar
pastor@fpceustis.com
Partners for Success
Help tutor and provide homework help
for children from Eustis Elementary,
who need a little extra help. Tuesdays
& Thursdays @ 3 PM
Contact: Barbara Brandt
Barbarabrandt2@comcast.net

Clothes Closet
Help sort and distribute free clothes to
our needy neighbors every Friday b/w
10-12PM
Contact: Joan Scott
JoanScott100@comcast.net

Revolution Youth Ministry
Become a youth volunteer, help fix
snacks, provide donations and a
host of other ways to help love on
the teenagers in our church.
Sunday school @ 11 AM & Youth
Group @ 6PM
Contact: Derrick DeYarman
communications@fpceustis.com

Support Our Troops
Get involved in sending care
packages and much more to our
troops overseas.
Contact: Scott Smith

FPCE Pre-School
Our fantastic preschool has unique
volunteer opportunities, especially
for folks who are handy or artistic.
Contact: Shawnie Cheatham
Shawnie@fpceustis.com

Chancel Choir
If you love to sing, and would like to
use your joy and gifts to be a part of
our traditional worship service, then
the Chancel Choir might be for you.
Practices are on Mondays @ 7PM
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com
Gold Handbell Choir
If you have some experience ringing
handbells, or are musically inclined
and would like to learn, then our Gold
Handbell Choir might be a great fit!
Practices are on Wednesdays @ 5PM
(excluding summer).
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com
The Crossing Praise Band
If you can play guitar, drums,
keyboards, bass—or any other kind of
instrument, for that matter—your
talent can be put to good use as part
of our praise band. We are also
interested in people who enjoy
singing and are familiar with
contemporary forms of worship as
well! Practices are typically on Sunday
after The Crossing.
Contact: Joyful Holifield
joyfulholifield@gmail.com
The Crossing Food Ministry
If you are interested in being a part of
the team that provides food for the
Crossing (our 10 AM service), we
would love to have your help!
Contact: Suzanne Bennett
suzanneclarkbennett@gmail.com

Children’s Choir
Interested in volunteering with or
getting your kids involved with our
Children’s Choir?
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
Email: CDCBell@aol.com

First Impressions Ministries
Interested in serving as a greeter at
The Crossing or Traditions? Think
you might want to try your hand at
ushering for Traditions? Want to
help setup and take down the
worship elements for The Crossing?
We have lots of room for help!
Contact:
Mark Bischoff
bischonn@gmail.com
Lifetree Cafe
Learn how to be a host at Lifetree,
or part of the crew that sets up and
tears down each week at both our
church and at Wine Cellars
Uncorked. We have room for lots of
volunteers! Thursdays @ 11 AM &
Mondays @ 7 PM
Contact: Don Brandt
donaldebrandt@icloud.com

Mothers Of Preschoolers
Help support young moms by
being a childcare volunteer, mentor
or sponsor.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays (during the
school year)
Contact: Alysa Hritzik
Email: ahritzik@gmail.com
Teen MOPS
Help support teen moms, in this
exciting new ministry to teen girls
who find themselves learning to be
mothers, sometimes without a lot
of support. You can help by being a
childcare volunteer, mentor or
sponsor.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays 6-8PM
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com
Mom’s Morning Out
Help provide child care and
capitalize on learning
opportunities. During the summer,
6 weeks through 5th grade child
care 3 days per week.
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

VOLUNTEER

SPOTLIGHT

“B” Grassel

Huh? The first time I ever heard of a position called Parish Nurse, my thought was
"What's that?”
Years would pass as I witnessed first-hand the importance and blessing to the
members of our church for having a Parish Nurse…especially one named B
Grassel.
I watched her in action as she became the unwavering advocate for members of
the church. A nurse with years of experience, her intervention likely helped keep
several alive today. She literally was a fierce, 24-7 advocate for our members in
the hospital. While she is a naturally caring and loving person, when necessary
she can be like a "junk yard dog,” standing up to the "powers that be" if things
aren't right regarding the medical care of our members. While she serves quietly,
she is everything but quiet in the advocacy of the patient.
If that wasn't enough, you can find her in the church library on the first Sunday of
each month giving free blood pressure checks and an occasional, "You need to
have this checked,” which once again, is likely saving lives. Not only that, she
provides free snacks! It can't get better! So, what's a Parish Nurse? EVERYTHING!
Thank you, Lord, for B Grassel!
Written with love by Cindy Curtis

Week of December 2
Sign Here:
What Handwriting Reveals About You - and Others
Week of December 9
My Son Is Gay:
When Faith and Sexual Orientation Collide
Week of December 16
Come Together:
The Healing Power of Friends and Family
Week of December 23
How to Sniff Out a Scam:
Practical Tips for Giving Wisely
Week of December 30
Living a Lie:
The Perils of a Double Life

MONDAY NIGHTS @7 WINE CELLARS UNCORKED, DOWNTOWN EUSTIS
THURSDAY MORNINGS @11 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH EUSTIS

fpceustis.com
communications@fpceustis.com
facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis

117 S. Center St
Eustis, FL 32726
352-357-2833

