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Pastoral Staff

Ministry Staff

Rev. Conley Zomermaand, Interim Pastor
Phone: 352-357-2833 (office)
Cell: 618-606-1053 (after hours)
Email: PastorZ@fpceustis.com

Cynthia Curtis, Director of Music, Traditions
Email: Cdcbell@aol.com

Rev. Dr. Tom Weikel, Pastor of Visitation
Phone: 352-223-8903
Email: Harbor_Con@yahoo.com

Support Staff
Melanie Howard, Executive Director
Phone: 352-357-2833
Email: Melanie@fpceustis.com
Alysa Hritzik, Marketing & Comm. Agent
Email: Alysa@fpceustis.com

Joy Holifield, Worship Leader, The Crossing
Email: joyfulholifield@gmail.com
Derrick De Yarman, Interim Youth Director &
Director of Marketing & Communications
Email: Communications@fpceustis.com
Shannon Walter, Children & Family Ministry, Dir.
Email: Shannon@fpceustis.com
Shawnie Cheatham, Preschool Director
Email: shawnie@fpceustis.com
Kayla Stever, Moms Morning Out Director
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

Laura Bradley, Technology Coordinator
Email: Laura.Bradley87@gmail.com

Elders

Brett Sutton, Building Supervisor
Email: stone-crafter@sbcglobal.net

Barbara Yancey
Bryan Ferguson
Craig Brady
Don Brandt
Doris Barrell
Eric Medley
Ginger Babb
Jeanne Abernathy
Mark Bischoff
Mary Weikel
Peggy Berutich
Suzanne Bennet

Nancy MacDonald, Nursery Supervisor
Faye Thompson, Financial Secretary
Email: Faye@fpceustis.com
Richard Paul, Treasurer
Email: RAP32726@aol.com
B Grassel, Parish Nurse
Email: bgrassel.advocate@aol.com

Contact elders at session@fpceustis.com
First Presbyterian Church, Eustis
117 S Center Street Eustis, FL 32726
352-357-2833
fpceustis.com

FIRST CHURCH NEWS SNIPPETS
Renew Bible Study

Mom’s Morning Out

Rewew Bible Study is taking a 2 week hiatus,
in preparation for a new study centering
around Philip Yancey’s book, Prayer: Does it
Make a Difference. Yancey is a very thoughtful
author, and Billy Graham’s favorite modern
writer. As much as he may want to claim it,
Dalton Yancey is no relation. The paperback
book is $7.28 on Amazon, This Bible Study on
prayer is open to all Wednesday, May 16, 2018
at 630 PM in the Gathering Place. Come at 6
PM for pizza dinner., and please let us know if
you are coming for food.

MMO is expanding to offer child care Monday,
Tuesday, and Thursday mornings from 8:30
AM until noon. During the summer, MMO
also will be accepting children from 6 weeks
old through the fifth grade in separate classes.
If you or a loved one needs part-time child care
this summer, contact Kayla Stever, or the
church office.

Visitation Team
The Visitation Ministry is active at First
Church! We have a team of concerned and
compassionate members who would love to
call upon anyone who cannot attend regular
services. This includes those who are ill or
recovering from surgery, or whose health keeps
them at home. We can bring a warm word and
cheery smile to those who need an emotional
and spiritual uplift. And if an unexpected
hospitalization happens, we can call on
members in any Lake County hospital
emergency room. Just notify the Church Office
or call our Visitation Pastor, Tom Weikel.
2018-2019 Preschool Registration
Our acclaimed FPC Preschool is accepting
registration for the 2018-2019 school year. The
Preschool runs every morning that school is in
session, and afternoon care is also available.
Please contact Shawnie Cheatham or the
Preschool office for more details.

Facilities Maintenance Ministry
The mission of the Facilities Maintenance
Ministry is to keep the buildings and grounds
of the church attractive, well-maintained and
functional. The Bible is full of examples that
convey the same message as in the proverb
“many hands make light work.” It’s always
easier to finish a job when more people pitch
in. That’s what this ministry is all about;
providing opportunities for people to keep
God’s house in order.
There are always projects for you to complete,
either independently or as a group and on your
own schedule. These range from simple to
more complex jobs; cleaning, fixing, painting
and outdoor work. A listing and project details
may be found on the Facilities Project
Board located on the back porch of the church
office. The projects are continually updated
with new ones as others have been
completed. A special “thanks” to those who
have completed a project or are working on
one. For more information, contact Craig
Brady at 309-335-2216.

THANK YOU’S
WHEN YOU KNOW JESUS YOU SHOW JESUS
We received three touching”thank you” notes this month:
“Thank you for all the cards and the letter sent to me and my family with all the
words of kindness and encouragement. It meant a lot to me. I'm beginning to

feel the release of it all, for my mother's sake as well as mine. Autumn and I had
the privilege of being the only one with Mom right up until the end, and we count

that one of God's many blessings for us. Her passing on Good Friday and all my
family together on Easter Sunday was definitely God's timing. I have found

great comfort in John 10:27 and 28. It is a wonderful, uplifting scripture for
any of us who have lost loved ones. This scripture bring such peace.”
- Nancy Mac Donald”
“Thank you so much for the female supplies and all the other supplies we could
share with our whole group. We appreciated the personal notes and are sorry

we cannot respond to each of you, We currently are deployed for limited time in
many different locations. Please accept this response as our heartfelt
appreciation.”

-Anonymous U.S. Soldier
“Thanks so much for the boxes! The soldiers loved them. Your commitment and
dedication to us is so incredible and we truly appreciate your support and
everything you do and continue to do for us.”
- SSG A Mantz, U.S. Army

I know it is hard to believe, but it is already time to
start signing up for VBS, and locking in your
favorite volunteer roles in the epic annual event! We
have already begun working on VBS, registering
kids, assembling the VBS Dream Team to help kids
have the experience of a lifetime this summer being
shipwrecked on a desert island with a God who
saves. Register at fpceustis.com/happenings

Last week, the Session unanimously agreed to conduct a springtime generosity campaign to
meet the financial needs of our church. The Session appointed Dalton Yancey to lead the effort.
The campaign will be conducted during the month of May.
Why now, and why a campaign? The elected leaders of our church have determined that we
have a serious requirement to raise funds to meet our financial obligations. We have fixed costs
that won’t change (such as utilities & insurance). We have a small and stretched staff which we
don’t want to reduce. And we have Missions and Ministries that are so important to our church
and community. “We Know Jesus, so we Show Jesus.” These missions and ministries are the
reasons people come and worship here. These are also things that prospective pastors are
looking at when evaluating us. Now is not the time to coast; now is the time to put our best foot
forward.
The Session is leading the effort by agreeing to increase their own financial commitment and/or
make a one-time bonus gift to the general fund to make ends meet. Some staff have already
agreed to join in. Now we need you. Congregational letters will be forthcoming to expand on
the SPRING UP! campaign next week. Look for your letter and pray about your response!

Financial Report

Income as of 3/31
Expenditures as of 3/31

$140,769.84
$163,473.64
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Focus on- Church Teams: The Membership and Fellowship Team
The purpose of our new TEAM structure
at First Church is not to create
bureaucracy or to increase accountability.
The purpose is to empower and help the
volunteers who make up the lifeblood of
our church. In April the Membership and
Fellowship team had a meeting in which
they did just that. The energy and spirit in
the room were sensational. The next page
provides a snapshot of the ministries that
make up Membership and Fellowship.

Fellowship Events - Our fellowship team
is outstanding. If you have eaten at a
Congregational Dinner or even a funeral,
you know that First Church can cook. The
Fellowship crew is looking to expand. I am
happy to report that the fall church picnic
will be making a comeback this year.
Bryan Ferguson is also looking for people
to head up monthly Parent’s Night Out
events and Friday Night Movies this
summer.

Deacon - Perhaps the biggest change the
group is trying to make is the creation of a
team of deacons. This is very much in the
developmental stage, but if you would like
to get involved, please contact Mark
Bischoff.

New Members - The team is working
hard to improve how we greet guests and
welcome new members. This is already
evident in a number of ways. We held a
New Member’s luncheon in April that lead
to several folks officially joining First
Church, and 3 baptisms. The emphasis is
on building a process to welcome people
to the church that helps to foster good
relationships, and also gets people
plugged in to ministries. You may also
have noticed some changes in the way we
greet guests. The welcome packets have
been changed. People who are
“aggressively friendly” have been
recruited to help engage guests. Efforts
are being made, especially following The
Crossing service, to get people signed up
for events, whether that be the next
Congregational Dinner, VBS, or what have
you. We are also trying to get guest’s
emails or text numbers, which makes it
easier for us to follow up. If you have
ideas for how to better welcome people,
how to improve our follow-up, or you just
consider yourself to be “aggressively
friendly,” let Mark or Bryan know.

Visitation - Our visitation team is a
compassionate group, and a well-oiled
machine. Lead by Tom Weikel, the group
dozens frequent visits in hospitals, nursing
homes, rehab centers, hospice, and even
the county jail. Where the team could use
help is in communication. The team is
working on efforts to streamline and
speed up communication. If you are
aware of someone in a care center who
would welcome a visit, please let the
church office know as soon as possible.
Small Groups - Some of our small groups
are prospering. Others are stagnating.
The plan is to eventually help revive
struggling small groups and develop
whatever small groups are missing from
our church. If you have small group ideas,
please let Mark and Bryan know.

Focus on- Church Teams: The Membership and Fellowship Team

REVOLUTION YOUTH
We still have a couple spaces available for

Summer Camp - July 9-13
Student Life at the Beach
Hilton Daytona Beach - $100
John the Planking Blurr

Water Fight

Hail the Applesauce

Applesauce Eating Contest
Kaitlyn the Mer-Rabbit

Buckets of Fun

That’s a BIG Slice of
Pizza

MOPS SPRING TEA FUNDRAISER

Thanks to all who participated and donated.
We can’t wait to do it again next year.

Center St. Kitchen
Help serve meals at our weekly
community lunch on Fridays from
11-1PM
Contact: Chuck Broadway
ChuckBroadway4@gmail.com

Pastoral Care Ministries
Be a part of our Visitation Team,
Deacons or Prayer Chain & help
care for our members & friends.
Contact: Melanie Howard
melanie@fpceustis.com

Buddy Break
Help provide respite care for families
of special needs kids. All you need is a
servant’s heart and a willing spirit—
we’ll give you all the training you’ll
need!
Contact: Ruth McCollum

Kamp Koinonia
Become a Sunday school
volunteer, help out with our
Wednesday programs, or countless
other ways to help grow our kids’
programs.
Contact: Shannon Walter
shannon@fpceustis.com

prpmccol147@aol.com

Center Street Kids
Be a mentor for young, at-risk kids in
our neighborhood—or be a part of the
transportation team or kitchen crew.
We offer kids a meal and fun Bible
lessons every Tuesday evening 6-8 PM
Contact: Peggy Berutich
pberutich@gmail.com
Partners for Success
Help tutor and provide homework help
for children from Eustis Elementary,
who need a little extra help. Tuesdays
& Thursdays @ 3 PM
Contact: Peggy Berutich
pberutich@gmail.com

Clothes Closet
Help sort and distribute free clothes to
our needy neighbors every Friday b/w
10-12PM
Contact: Joan Scott
JoanScott100@comcast.net

Revolution Youth Ministry
Become a youth volunteer, help fix
snacks, provide donations and a
host of other ways to help love on
the teenagers in our church.
Sunday school @ 11 AM & Youth
Group @ 6PM
Contact: Derrick DeYarman
communications@fpceustis.com

Support Our Troops
Get involved in sending care
packages and much more to our
troops overseas.
Contact: Scott Smith

FPCE Pre-School
Our fantastic preschool has unique
volunteer opportunities, especially
for folks who are handy or artistic.
Contact: Shawnie Cheatham
Shawnie@fpceustis.com

Chancel Choir
If you love to sing, and would like to
use your joy and gifts to be a part of
our traditional worship service, then
the Chancel Choir might be for you.
Practices are on Mondays @ 7PM
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com
Gold Handbell Choir
If you have some experience ringing
handbells, or are musically inclined
and would like to learn, then our Gold
Handbell Choir might be a great fit!
Practices are on Wednesdays @ 5PM
(excluding summer).
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com
The Crossing Praise Band
If you can play guitar, drums,
keyboards, bass—or any other kind of
instrument, for that matter—your
talent can be put to good use as part
of our praise band. We are also
interested in people who enjoy
singing and are familiar with
contemporary forms of worship as
well! Practices are typically on
Thursday @ 7PM
Contact: Joyful Holifield
joyfulholifield@gmail.com
The Crossing Food Ministry
If you are interested in being a part of
the team that provides food for the
Crossing (our 10 AM service), we
would love to have your help!
Contact: Suzanne Bennett
suzanneclarkbennet@gmail.com

Children’s Choir
Interested in volunteering with or
getting your kids involved with our
Children’s Choir?
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
Email: CDCBell@aol.com

First Impressions Ministries
Interested in serving as a greeter at
The Crossing or Traditions? Think
you might want to try your hand at
ushering for Traditions? Want to
help setup and take down the
worship elements for The Crossing?
We have lots of room for help!
Contact:
Mark Bischoff
bischonn@gmail.com
Lifetree Cafe
Learn how to be a host at Lifetree,
or part of the crew that sets up and
tears down each week at both our
church and at Wine Cellars
Uncorked. We have room for lots of
volunteers! Thursdays @ 11 AM &
Mondays @ 7 PM
Contact: Don Brandt
donaldebrandt@icloud.com

Mothers Of Preschoolers
Help support young moms by
being a childcare volunteer, mentor
or sponsor.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays (during the
school year)
Contact: Alysa Hritzik
Email: ahritzik@gmail.com
Teen MOPS
Help support teen moms, in this
exciting new ministry to teen girls
who find themselves learning to be
mothers, sometimes without a lot
of support. You can help by being a
childcare volunteer, mentor or
sponsor.
1st & 3rd Wednesdays 6-8PM
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com
Mom’s Morning Out
Help provide child care and
capitalize on learning
opportunities. During the summer,
6 weeks through 5th grade child
care 3 days per week.
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
A/C & Heating

Hair Care & Beauty

Plumbing

Michael Hritzik III
Lake County A/C & Heating
3117 Kurt St.
Eustis, FL 32726
352-483-1992
www.eustishvacservice.com
HVAC Sales & Service

Michelle Endres, Owner
Venus de Milo Salon & Skin Bar
128 N Eustis St. Ste 104
Eustis, FL 32726
352-308-8984
venusdemilo2015@gmail.com

Thomas Carr
Plumbing, Inc.
Handles all your plumbing needs no
matter how big or small.
352-267-0977 Real Estate

Auto Detailing
Brian Endres, Owner
A New Image Auto Detailing
352-516-3395

Attorneys
Merideth C. Nagel,
Merideth Nagel, PA
Lake County Office
1201 W Hwy 50
Clermont, FL 34711
352-394-7408

Business for Sale
Will Gifford
TLC Assisted Living
352-455-7994
will giffordtlc@gmail.com
Full-occupancy assisted living center
for sale. Great reputation, strong
financials.

Cleaning

Alysa Hritzik
Rodan + Fields Dermatologists
Independent Consultant
352-455-2287
ahritzik@gmail.com
www.alysah.myrandf.com
Skincare products

Home School Eval
Ruth McCollum
Certified Teacher/Evaluator
2511 Montecito Ave. Eustis, FL
352.408.4563.
rpmccol147@aol.com

Marketing
Derrick De Yarman Owner
352-455-8335
derricktbs@gmail.com
10 years of digital marketing expertise
including web development, SEO,
PPC, SMM and email marketing

Physical Fitness

Brett Sutton
The Greener Cleaner Company
Sutton Enterprises, Inc.
407-468-8643
bsandjd@sbcglobal.net
Non-Toxic cleaning products used

Strength & Mobility With Suzanne
Suzanne Thomson, Personal Trainer
Strength & Conditioning
Pilates Instructor
352-409-4569
www.Facebook.com/
strengthandmobility

Construction

Physicians

Brett Sutton
Quality Stonecrafter
Sutton Enterprises, Inc.
407-468-8643
stone-crafters@sbcglobal.net
Natural stone installation and all
applications where natural is needed

William D. Finlayson, III M.D.
Diplomat of the American Board of
Internal Medicine
801 North Bay Street
Eustis FL 32726
352-357-6367
Open Monday thru Friday 8-5; closed
Thursdays

Realtors
Phil & Judy Kelley, Realtors
ERA Grizzard Real Estate
600 N. Donnelly Street
Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-516-1560
myrealtor@judykelley.com
www.judykelley.com
www.lakefrontflorida.com
Duane Lanier, Broker/Associate
Vangie Berry Signature Realty
2605 Kurt St. Suite C
Eustis, FL 32778
352-217-2935
dlaniertavares@aol.com
Breezy & Elliott Owens, Broker/
Associate
Watson Realty Corp.
639 N. Donnelly St.
Mount Dora, FL 32757
352-483-6209
352-483-6259
www.mountdorashomes.com
breezyowens@comcast.net
elliottowens@comcast.net
Jeanne Sutton, Realtor
ERA Grizzard Real Estate
600 N. Donnelly Street
Mount Dora, FL 32757 352-978-1934
bsandjd@sbcglobal.net
jeanne@smalltownhomesandland.com
www.smalltownhomesandland.com
Jeanne Taylor Abernathy, Realtor
ERA Grizzard Real Estate
352-308-7515
600 N. Donnelly Street
Mount Dora, FL 32757
www.yournextaddress.net

FPCE Friends,

1.

Keep encouraging and
praying for your PNC!

All good things come to an end—

They are working through

especially when you are an interim

the most sensitive time in

pastor! I have been extravagantly

the search process as they

blessed in most of my interim

narrow their list of

positions. That has been

candidates and step up the

monumentally true here at FPCE. I

intensity of their

have learned in this work not to

interactions with them.

drag my stay out as long as I can.
Partly, that’s because I am not
retired (like many interims) and
therefore have no other means of
putting bread on my table…like
Social Security payments. So I try
to move from one position to
another without a break. I have
also found that churches benefit
from having the interim gone for a
bit before the next pastor arrives.

2.

Stay involved in the

bucketful of skills and talents that

worship and service of

incoming leadership will cherish

FPCE through these

and enjoy. I assure you, I only

summer months. Your

move on in a situation like this if I

PNC is quizzing

am confident that the church is

candidates;

capable of traveling in the right

candidates are turning

direction. You are in great shape

over every stone as they

with your existing Session and

research YOU! Nothing

staff leadership team.

looks better to a possible

and

pastor than a church that

Think of it as a little “breathing

I will be around FPCE until mid-

isn’t waiting for a leader

space” between pastors. More

June, so plenty of time remains for

to save them. Because…

importantly, I spend a lot of time

appropriate farewells. I will also

you already have a Savior!

during my service encouraging and

have one more opportunity to

empowering Sessions to “run” the

share my gratitude on these pages.

share your ideas of what

church. In the interim’s absence,

One of my mantras is, “Finish

you hope FPCE will

they get some practice before new

strong!” My kiddies were runners

become. The King James

leadership arrives; because in

and they never knew where they

Version of Proverbs 29:18

Presbyterian churches, the Session

would see Dad’s faded blue cap on

does not fully capture the

provides the most significant

a cross-country course. I regularly

intent of original language,

ministry oversight, not pastors.

ran more miles on race day than

but it speaks truth: Where

The mission study process seeks to

they did. They knew that Dad

there is no vision, the

identify the strengths and

would encourage them to drop

people perish.

challenges in churches. PNCs then

your shoulders, smile, and finish

More next month. In the

search for a pastor who will blend

strong! I pledge to do that as well.

meantime, I invite you to join me

their skills and talents in with the

Here are a few ways that you can

in finishing strong!

Session, staff, and leadership to

finish this transition chapter

move the ministry forward in the

strong:

years ahead. FPCE owns a

3.

Envision, pray for, and

Energetically,
Pastor Z

Week of May 6
Where is God When Life Turns Tough:
Moving from Doubt to Hope
Week of May 13
In the News: A Godly Take on Modern Events
Week of May 20
God and Gays: An Hour of Civil Conversation

Week of May 27
Exploring Teen Suicide: A Necessary Conversation

MONDAY NIGHTS @7 WINE CELLARS UNCORKED, DOWNTOWN EUSTIS
THURSDAY MORNINGS @11 FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH EUSTIS

fpceustis.com
communications@fpceustis.com
facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis

117 S. Center St
Eustis, FL 32726
352-357-2833

