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They come from all walks of life, each with their own 
story, some heartbreaking and some heartwarming. 
They’re the guests of First Presbyterian Church of Eus-
tis’ Center Street Kitchen (CSK) where each Friday they 
sit down for a balanced and stick-to-your-ribs hot meal.

The brainchild of Chuck Broadway, CSK last month 
passed the 10-year mark of offering free Friday meals.  
He had an idea for a soup kitchen and with the encour-
agement of his wife Brenna and Mary Jane Harvey, he 
explored ways to turn the dream into reality. He visited 
soup kitchens and community gardens in the area to see 
how others were feeding the hungry. But when he read 
“Same Kind of Different as Me” by Ron Hall and Den-
ver Moore, he realized the nagging feeling he’d been 
having about opening a soup kitchen was actually a call 
from God.

He approached former Pastor Leon Bloder who gave 
him the go-ahead to come up with a plan. “He almost 
fell over because he was so excited,” Chuck said. “I 
gathered a strong group of people whom I thought 
would be of like minds,” he continued. “They were the 
Yanceys (Dalton and Barbie), the Smiths (Scott and Bar-
bara), Alesandra Saunders, Shirley Bricault, and Sandy 
Gardner. 

“There were about seven of us who did the research 
and put together a pretty well organized plan about 
what we wanted to do and how we’d go about it.”

They presented their plan to the Session and at the end 
Jay Crouch, former youth director, said “I think we’re 
witnessing a true calling.”

Nearly 200 people eat a hot lunch and receive brown bags of packaged 
food every week.

Bea Paulhamus, who’s donated vegetables for 10 years,  at her produce 
stand on Bay Street.

Center Street Kitchen 10th Anniversary

Story continues on page 4
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Pastoral Staff
Rev. Mario Bolivar 
Phone: 352-357-2833 (office) 
Email: pastor@fpceustis.com 

Support Staff
Melanie Howard 
Executive Director 
Phone: 352-357-2833 
Email: Melanie@fpceustis.com 

Laura Bradley 
Technology Coordinator 
Email: Laura.Bradley87@gmail.com

B Grassel 
Parish Nurse 
Email: bgrassel.advocate@aol.com

Alysa Hritzik 
Marketing & Comm. Agent 
Email: Ahritzik@gmail.com 

Nancy MacDonald 
Nursery Supervisor

Richard Paul 
Treasurer 
Email: rpaul@fpceustis.com 

Laura Phillips 
Dir. of Marketing & Communications 
Email: communications@fpceustis.com

Brett Sutton 
Building Supervisor 
Email: stone-crafter@sbcglobal.net 

Faye Thompson 
Financial Secretary 
Email: Faye@fpceustis.com 

Ministry Staff
Shawnie Cheatham 
Preschool Director 
Email: shawnie@fpceustis.com 

Cynthia Curtis 
Director of Music, Traditions 
Email: Cdcbell@aol.com  

Derail Holcomb 
Director of Student Ministry 
Email: derail@fpceustis.com

Joy Holifield 
Worship Leader, The Crossing 
Email: joyfulholifield@gmail.com 

Kayla Stever 
Moms Morning Out Director 
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

Shannon Walter 
Children & Family Ministry Dir. 
Email: Shannon@fpceustis.com 

Elders  
Ginger Babb 
Doris Barrell 
Suzanne Bennett 
Kim Bischoff 
Don Brandt 
Cherie Calvert 
Bryan Ferguson 
Michael Hritzik 
Tracy Hofmeister 
Rick Paulin 
Barbara Smith 
Jeanne Thomas
Alesandra Saunders,  
Clerk of the Session

Deacons
Mark Bischoff 
Will Gifford 
Alysa Hritzik 
Theo Kaffenberger 
Brenda Knox 
Ruth McCollum 
Linda Sheets 
Jeanne Sutton 
Louella White

FPCE Staff and Leadership
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facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis
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Finances
For the seven months ending July 31, 2019

Total Income  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $413,539*

Total Expenses   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $379,109

Excess of Expenses over Income  .  . $34,430

*Includes Above & Beyond Donations

This month First Presbyterian 
Church of Eustis has the honor of 
hosting the Central Florida Presby-
tery’s fall meeting on September 10. 

As the host church, FPCE will 
provide the space for worship and 
meetings, music, assistance with 
the worship, and food.

The church is looking for volun-
teers to fill a variety of needs from 
helping to clean and straighten 
areas beforehand to registration, 
parking, ushering during wor-
ship, serving as guides around the 
church campus and help with food 
service on Sept. 10. 

If you’re willing and able to help 
our church at any part of the process 
any time between now and then, 
please let us know. You may call 
the church office at 352-357-2833 or 
email Laura Phillips at communica-
tions@fpceustis.com.

Volunteers Needed for 
Presbytery Meeting
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I Have the Joy, Joy, Joy Down in my Heart

Elders Maintain Optimism for the Future
Elders at their Session meeting in August discussed the 
upcoming Central Florida Presbytery meeting, learned 
more about Director of Youth Ministry Derail Hol-
comb’s plan for a Grandparents Day, received a letter 
from one of the church’s missionaries and began plan-
ning for 2020. 

“Grandparents Day presents a huge opportunity for us 
to build multi-generational bonds between our youth 
and older members of our congregation,” said Elder 
Jeanne Thomas. “It’s about fostering relationships and 
sharing.” She added the elders were very vocal about 
the importance of encouraging a strong youth program 
adding that the youth and children represent our future 
and are a priority for the church.

Elders also talked about how the church’s hosting of the 
fall meeting of the Central Florida Presbytery on Sept. 
10 is a great way to show our hospitality to our fellow 
churches.  

The church’s missionary who is in Turkey sent a letter 
about her work and her walk in faith which has helped 
her grow and develop. She requested prayers for two 

students – Samantha and Hannah, as they grow in faith.

Session meetings can also be a time for elders to learn 
more about the church and their roles. “I learned that 
during a baptism, we have a tradition of having three 
elders coming forward and offering a blessing to the 
person or baby receiving the baptism,” Jeanne said. She 
added the Session approved Nico Bolivar’s baptism for 
next month. 

The elders also received a lesson from Pastor Mario 
about being transformational leaders who consid-
er their time of work in the church as holy worship. 
“When we’re self-aware and Spirit-aware, and allow 
ourselves to be changed by being a ruling elder, the 
church is transformed by our gifts,” Jeanne said.

“I’m excited for next year because we’re taking an 
abundance approach,” Jeanne said. “We have so many 
gifts of talent, time and treasure in our church that there 
really is no fear of scarcity.

“Our goal will be to teach each other how to share 
abundantly,” she added.

Joy is closer than you think be-
cause God is better than you may 
believe!

Learn more about what it is to live a 
life expressed by joy in Renew Bible 
Study’s upcoming six-session video 
bible study that begins Sept. 18. The 
Wednesday night study, led by Bar-
bie and Dalton Yancey, will be held 
in the Fellowship Hall beginning at 
6:30 p.m.

Using humor, wit, and wisdom, au-
thor Candace Payne (aka “Chewbac-
ca Mom”) reveals biblical insights to 
unshakable joy and freedom in ev-

ery circumstance. Dispel the myths 
that joy is frivolous, immature, or 
reserved for a few select “happy” 
people, and open your heart to 
receive the freedom and joy God 
created you to live in.

“I have told you this so that my joy 
may be in you and that your joy may 
be complete” (John 15:11).

They’ll be using the video’s accom-
panying study guide “Defiant Joy 
Study Guide: What Happens When 
You’re Full of It” (available on 
Amazon for $8.79). The sessions will 
challenge participants to get honest 

and real in their discussion time and 
to explore the truth in what Scrip-
ture says about joy. It also includes 
a personal “Joy Lab” that makes 
homework a new daily practice in 
the art of encountering the abun-
dance God intends for each of us 
when we know joy.

To purchase the guide from Ama-
zon, click here: https://www.ama-
zon.com/Defiant-Joy-Study-Guide-
Happens/dp/0310090539

To watch the trailer for the video, 
click here: https://www.youtube.
com/watch?v=nhQJ4_HwXB8

https://www.amazon.com/Defiant-Joy-Study-Guide-Happens/dp/0310090539
https://www.amazon.com/Defiant-Joy-Study-Guide-Happens/dp/0310090539
https://www.amazon.com/Defiant-Joy-Study-Guide-Happens/dp/0310090539
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhQJ4_HwXB8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhQJ4_HwXB8
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Chuck credits “Same Kind of Different as Me” with the 
early success of CSK. “I gave the book to Leon at that 
Session meeting,” Chuck said. “He ordered 100 copies 
and challenged the whole congregation to read it. And 
they did.”

This ministry of the church was well supported from 
the beginning. “It was an all-in kind of response. As 
new things go, we had an unbelievable backing from 
volunteers in and out of the church, especially when it 
came close to Thanksgiving and Christmas.”

What began as a traditional (and literal) soup kitchen 
turned to a hot meal service after only one time of dish-
ing up soup. Wanting the guests to feel like they were 
coming home, volunteers opted to serve a sit down, hot 
meal complete with stainless steel flatware, napkins and 
placemats, a practice that continues today. 

On average CSK feeds 170 people each week. That’s 
nearly 100,000 meals prepared over the course of 10 
years. Local businesses that donate food include Paul-
hamus Produce on Bay Street that’s been involved since 
the beginning, three 7-11 locations (thanks to a tailgate 
party conversation Bobby Welter had with a 7-11 rep), 
the Tavares Publix and Camp Boggy Creek. With those 
donations volunteers are able to fill brown bags with 
pre-made sandwiches, fruit, cookies, protein bars, and 
other packaged foods. Donated loaves of bread are 
available for guests to take with them. 

Some of the guests are homeless and some live check to 
check. Their backgrounds are varied, and often check-

ered. But as one recent visit to the Friday meal showed, 
they’re all appreciative of the food they receive and the 
respect and kindness they’re shown when they walk 
through our church’s doors. There’s the low hum of 
conversation as friends reconnect each week. There’s 
the squeal of delight as a young child eats her dessert.   
There’s the parting “Thank you” as guests receive their 
brown bags when they leave.

But it’s not a Friday only ministry. It takes plenty of 
volunteers working throughout the week to make each 
Friday meal possible. Those who aren’t involved in this 
ministry may not be aware of the effort put forth by a 
core group of volunteers.

“We have really good volunteers, some of whom have 
been here since day one,” Chuck said. “Not all the 
volunteers are from the church, and those that aren’t are 
members of many different denominations.”

The cadre of volunteers is divided into four groups 
based on the four main dishes served during the month. 
Their responsibility is the gathering of donations, 
preparation and serving of the food for their week. 
Chuck is looking for group leaders to serve as backups. 
He has an immediate need for a leader of the group that 
prepares meat loaf.

“I feel strongly about this calling,” Chuck said. “If 
you’re not paying attention, you’ll miss the blessing.

“And this ministry has provided countless blessings to 
me and the rest of the volunteers over the years.”

Aug. 7, 2009 Barbie Yancey and Chuck 
Broadway prepare to serve CSK’s first lunch.

Student volunteer Alex helps Cliff Cleast 
set the tables.

The Brown Bag Gang prepares the takeaway good-
ies (l-r) Cassandra Diaz, Scott Smith, Mary Jane 
Metinius, Kathy Arnett and Judy Penton.

Center Street Kitchen 10th Anniversary 
(continued from pg. 1)
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Morning: Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11  
on Wolf Branch, returns to church, sorts and stores

Morning: Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11  
on Eudora Road, returns to church, sorts and stores

Morning: Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11  
on David Walker, returns to church, sorts, stores

Morning: Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11 
on Wolf Branch, returns to church, sorts and stores

Morning: Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11 
on Eudora Road, returns to church, sorts and stores

Morning: Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11 
on David Walker, returns to church, sorts and stores

6 am: Volunteer picks up frozen bread and  
desserts from Tavares Publix, meets two volunteers 
at church, donations stored in outside cooler.

Volunteer picks up fresh vegetables from  
Paulhamus Produce on Bay Street, returns to 
church, stores salad ingredients 

Volunteer does weekly shopping for prep  
on Thursday

Morning: Volunteer picks up bread and desserts 
from Boggy Creek Gang Camp, returns to church, 
stores in outside 

MON

THU

FRI

WED

8:30 am: Four volunteers prep food for Friday’s 
main dish

Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11 on Wolf 
Branch, returns to church by 9 am

Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11 on Eudora 
Road, returns to church by 9 am

Volunteer picks up donations from 7-11 on David 
Walker, returns to church by 9 am

9 am: 12 volunteers arrive to begin cooking, 
setting tables, service and dishwashing

7:30 am: Group leader arrives

12:30 pm: Lunch service ends 

1:30 pm: Cleanup finished, volunteers leave

11 am:  Blessing of food, serving begins

10:30 am: Doors of building open for guests

8 am: Five volunteers (Brown bag gang) gather 
donations from various storage areas, sort & bag 
goods, arrange for distribution

Interested in helping this important 
ministry of our church? Contact Chuck 
Broadway to see how you can help. 
Chuckbroadway4@gmail.com

 4 Days
+ 25 Volunteers                         
 1 Lunch Service  
  for 180

mailto:Chuckbroadway4@gmail.com


Tower Bells  |  September 20196

What sets Eustis Presbyterian Church (PCUSA) apart from 
other protestant denominations? 

Pastor Mario responds: There are many areas – some 
are obvious, and some are not – that set us apart from 
other congregations in Central Florida. We observe a 
pattern of religious thought known as Reformed theol-
ogy and a form of government that stresses the active, 
representational leadership of the local church and na-
tional church alike in our denomination. We also follow 
a Book of Confession and a Book of Order to give us 
guidelines in how we are to respond as a community to 
our sinful world. 

By Reformed theology, I mean that we have the con-
viction that God calls women and men alike to God’s 
service in all areas of the church. It also means that we 
are called to a Covenantal Life marked by a disciplined 
concern for decency and order in the church accord-
ing to the Word of God. In addition, it also speaks on 
behalf of faithful stewardship that seeks proper use of 
the gifts, talents, and resources of God’s creation and 
the recognition of the human tendency to participate in 
abuse, idolatry and tyranny. 

Worship, in its shape and content, is determined by the 
pastor and the Session, the church’s governing body 
which is constituted by people LIKE YOU who wish to 
represent the congregation in all matters of worship and 

community life. Our worship is coordinated by the peo-
ple of God in equal partnership for the glory of God and 
for the celebration of God’s covenant with God’s people. 

As for doctrine, we are guided by our Book of Confes-
sions, which makes us a “confessional” type tradition. In 
confessional churches, theology (study and understand-
ing of God) is not solely an individual matter. While 
individuals are encouraged to understand scripture and 
may challenge the current institutional understanding, 
theology is carried out by the community as a whole. 

With regard to the Sacraments, Presbyterians tradition-
ally have held the worship position that there are only 
two of them: baptism and communion. Presbyterians 
baptize infants as well as unbaptized adults by sprin-
kling or pouring water, and sometimes immersion. 
Infants are baptized in the biblical belief that because 
Hebrew infants were circumcised in order to show they 
were part of the covenant community, infants of be-
lieving parents should likewise be baptized. The ritual 
of communion, also known as partaking of the Lord’s 
Supper, is based on the belief that Christ is present in 
the bread and wine through the Holy Spirit. 

Finally, the last thing that sets apart is our urgency to be 
connected with others and yet how much we also value 
our self-differentiation and the authority of the local 
church. 

Ask the Pastor: How Do We Do Church Differently?

"Two Cents a Meal" invites every member - of all ages - to set aside two cents
per every meal they eat during the month as a way of expressing thanks for

what they've received.
During the Traditions worship service, the money is put into fishbowls at the
front of the sanctuary during the first hymn. The Central Florida Presbytery
distributes the funds locally and internationally to fight hunger and poverty.

Sunday Sept. 1

Would you like more information about any 
of the church’s ministries and their missions? 

In the coming months in Tower Bells you’ll see 
stories about The Crossing Praise Band, the 

church’s columbarium, studies and projects of 
our Presbyterian Women’s groups, and much 
more. Or maybe there’s a particular subject 

that interests you like God-incidences or 
answered prayers. I’d love to hear what you’d 

like to see in your Tower Bells.  
Contact Laura Phillips at 

communications@fpceustis.com.
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Practice makes perfect and there’s no 
better proof of that than the perfor-
mances by our choirs and Resounding 
Brass Plus. While the Chancel choir 
has practiced all summer at its usual 
time and place of Mondays at 7 p.m. in 
the choir loft, the Gold Handbell Choir 
picked up their Wednesday at 5 p.m. 
rehearsals in the bell room in August. 
Traditions Music Director Cindy Curtis 
is looking for a few more ringers for 
the handbell choir and she welcomes 
singers young and old to join the 
vocal choirs. For the handbell choir, no 
experience is necessary but the ability 
to read music is required. Resounding 
Brass Plus holds its rehearsals at 9:30 
Sunday mornings. New members are 
welcome and there are no auditions, 
just a willingness to serve and a desire 
to make music with others.

Musical Notes from the Choir Loft

During a recent Traditions worship service, Pastor Mario speaks with children who just might 
be budding members of the Children’s, Chancel or Gold Handbell choirs. Or perhaps a musician 
with Resounding Brass Plus?

Deacons are the “support team” of 
the church. While elders teach bibli-
cal theology and see to the spiritual 
needs of the congregation, deacons 
take care of the practical issues.

The office of deacon originated in 
Acts 6:1-6:

“Now in these days when the dis-
ciples were increasing in number, 
a complaint by the Hellenists arose 
against the Hebrews because their 
widows were being neglected in the 
daily distribution. And the twelve 
summoned the full number of the 
disciples and said, ‘It is not right 
that we should give up preaching 
the word of God to serve tables. 
Therefore, brothers, pick out from 
among you seven men of good 

Deacons’ Corner

What duties are church deacons responsible for?
repute, full of the Spirit and of wis-
dom, whom we will appoint to this 
duty. But we will devote ourselves 
to prayer and to the ministry of the 
word.’ And what they said pleased 
the whole gathering, and they chose 
Stephen, a man full of faith and 
of the Holy Spirit, and Philip, and 
Prochorus, and Nicanor, and Timon, 
and Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a 
proselyte of Antioch. These they set 
before the apostles, and they prayed 
and laid their hands on them.”

The apostles could have quickly 
become bogged down in church ad-
ministration; it’s hard to teach when 
you know people in the congrega-
tion have so many needs. Instead, 
they designated a group of godly 
men to take care of practical needs 

so that they could concentrate on 
teaching and seeking God’s guid-
ance through prayer.

Churches use deacons in differ-
ent ways. They may prepare and 
serve communion, set up rooms for 
events, take care of the facilities and 
grounds, pray with shut-ins, and 
even guide the church in providing 
for members who need financial 
aid. In short, they do anything and 
everything the church needs.

The position of deacon is an import-
ant one. Although those assigned to 
this duty are not to seek out reward, 
we as church-goers should respect 
their willingness to serve. In the 
body of Christ, it might be said that 
deacons are the hands.



Buddy Break
Help provide respite care for  
families of special needs kids.  
All you need is a servant’s heart 
and a willing spirit— we’ll give  
you all the training you’ll need! 
Third Saturday each month  
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Ruth McCollum
rpmccol47@aol.com

Center Street Kids
Be a mentor for young, at-risk  
kids in our neighborhood or be 
part of the transportation team  
or kitchen crew. We offer kids a 
great meal and a fun, meaningful 
Bible lesson.
ON SUMMER HIATUS

Center St. Kitchen
Our pantry needs: family-size box-
es of instant potatoes, #10 cans of 
green beans, tomato sauce, cream 
of mushroom  and chicken soups, 
2-lb pkgs frozen mixed vegetables.  
Fellowship Hall on Fridays from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Contact: Chuck Broadway
ChuckBroadway4@gmail.com

Chancel Choir
If you love to sing, and would like 
to use your joy and gifts to be a 
part of our traditional worship ser-
vice, then the Chancel Choir might 
be for you. Practice Monday 7 p.m.
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com

Children’s Choir
Interested in volunteering with or 
getting your kids involved with our 
Children’s Choir?
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com

The Crossing Food Ministry
If you are interested in being a part 
of the team that provides food for 
the Crossing’s 10 a.m. service on 
Sunday, we would love to have 
your help!
Contact: Suzanne Bennett
suzanneclarkbennett@gmail.com

The Crossing Praise Band
If you can play guitar, drums, 
keyboards, bass—or any other 
kind of instrument, for that mat-
ter—your talent can be put to good 
use as part of our praise band. We 
are also interested in people who 
enjoy singing and are familiar with 
contemporary forms of worship as 
well! Practice Sunday 11 a.m.
Contact: Joyful Holifield
joyfulholifield@gmail.com

First Impressions Ministries
Interested in serving as a greeter at 
The Crossing or Traditions? Think 
you might want to try your hand  
at ushering for Traditions? Want  
to help setup and take down the 
worship elements for The Crossing? 
We have lots of room for help!
Contact: Mark Bischoff
bischonn@gmail.com

mailto:rpmccol47@aol.com
mailto:ChuckBroadway4@gmail.com
mailto:CDCBell@aol.com
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Gold Handbell Choir
If you have some experience 
ringing handbells, or are  
musically inclined and would 
like to learn, then our Gold 
Handbell Choir might be a great 
fit! Practice Wednesday 5 p.m.
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com

Kamp Koinonia
Become a Sunday school  
volunteer, help out with our 
Wednesday programs, or  
countless other ways to help 
grow our kids’ programs.
Contact: Shannon Walter
shannon@fpceustis.com

Lifetree Cafe
Learn how to be a host at Lifetree 
or be part of the crew that sets 
up and tears down each week 
at both our church and at Wine 
Cellars Uncorked. We have room 
for lots of volunteers! Monday  
7 p.m. Wine Cellars Uncorked & 
Thursday 11 a.m. the Gathering 
Place at the church
Mondays @ 7 PM
Contact: Don Brandt
donaldebrandt@comcast.net

Mom’s Morning Out
Open to children 18 months old 
until they become eligible for 
Kindergarten. Monday, Tuesday 
and Thursday from 8:45 a.m. 
until noon.  
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS)
The church is looking for a new 
coordinator of MOPS. If you’d 
like to help this group of young 
mothers and enjoy some fun with 
them and their children, call the 
church office 352-358-2833. 

New Revolution  
Youth Ministry
Become a youth volunteer to 
help the teenagers in our church. 
Also gift cards for snacks and 
activities are welcomed!
Sunday school @ 11 a.m. and 
Youth Group @ 6 p.m. Wed.
Contact: Derail Holcomb
derail@fpceustis.com

Partners for Success
Help tutor and provide home-
work help for children from  
Eustis Elementary who need a  
little extra help. Tuesdays & 
Thursdays @ 3 p.m.
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Barbara Brandt
Barbarabrandt2@comcast.net

Pastoral Care Ministries
Be a part of our Visitation Team, 
Deacons or Prayer Chain & help 
care for our members & friends.
Contact: Melanie Howard
melanie@fpceustis.com

PreSchool
Our fantastic preschool has 
unique volunteer opportunities, 
especially for folks who are 
handy or artistic.
Contact: Shawnie Cheatham
Shawnie@fpceustis.com

Support Our Troops
Get involved in sending care 
packages and much more to our 
troops overseas.
Contact: Scott Smith
MBAbusiness@aol.com 

Teen MOPS
Looking for assistant coordinator 
to help the director with admin-
istrative duties like scheduling, 
organizing outings and set up/
take down.
1st & 3rd Wednesday 6 – 8 p.m.
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

mailto:CDCBell@aol.com
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Preschool Open House and First Day of School

On the heels of a successful open 
house the previous Friday, First Pres-
byterian Church’s Preschool opened 
its doors on Monday, Aug 12 to greet 
19 of the sweetest children for the 
first day of preschool.

“Our first day together was a huge 
success,” Preschool Director Shawnie 

Preschool Gets Two New Teachers 

Cheatham said. “We only had one 
sweet little love cry, but those tears 
only lasted a brief moment.” 

Children spent the first week focus-
ing on getting to know each other. 
They did some fun math graphs 
comparing how many had a brother 
or a sister or both, how many had 

pets and comparing the different 
fruits and vegetables they liked. 

Students read “The Rainbow Fish,” a 
book about being a good friend and 
“The Kissing Hand,” about children 
leaving their mothers to go to school. 
They created follow-up art projects 
based on the books’ themes.

Two new teachers have joined Preschool Director 
Shawnie Cheatham for the school year now in session. 
“I’m thrilled to have these competent and compassionate 
women on our team,” Shawnie said. “We’re all looking 
forward to our school year planting seeds and growing 
minds with these sweet children.”

Stephanie Hurley teaches the three- and four-year-old 
combo class. For the past three years she worked at Liber-
ty Christian as a VPK teacher. Previously she worked  
at Seminole Springs Elementary as a PE assistant. Miss 
Stephanie and her husband Jason have three children – 
daughters Josie and Emma who are in high school and 
son Brody who is in middle school.

Michelle Spector teaches the new part-time three-year- 
old class. In the past she worked at Miss Shawnie’s for-
mer preschool where she taught the four-year-olds . 

Michelle and her husband Mike have two adult daugh-
ters Kelcie and Kyle and a son Ryan who is finishing his 
degree at UCF. She’s also a proud Mimi to her beautiful 
granddaughter Ariana who just started kindergarten. 

Shawnie says both women bring a wealth of experience and 
knowledge of early childhood education to their classes.

Stephanie Hurley

Parents and students enjoy the Preschool 
Open House August 9.

Children burn energy during outdoor time on 
first day of preschool.

Lots of enthusiasm for the lessons shown by 
students.

Michelle Spector
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Fellowship Hall Improvements

Improvements were made recently in the Fellowship Hall thanks to a couple of generous, private donations. New 
lighting makes not only for better visibility, especially in the kitchen, but it’s energy efficient and saves money on 
the church’s electric bill. Landscaping in front of the Fellowship Hall has boosted the church’s curb appeal making 
it more welcoming to the congregation, visitors and passersby.

As Pastor Mario pointed out in last Sunday’s sermon 
First Presbyterian Church often follows the Revised 
Common Lectionary which is a systematic list of 
scripture readings for use in Sunday worship, daily 
devotions and prayer as well as other occasions. 
The lectionary makes provisions for the liturgical 
year with its pattern of observances of festivals and 
seasons.

Readings are prescribed as follows: 
n passage typically from the Old Testament 

(including those books sometimes referred to as the 
Apocrypha), or the Acts of the Apostles;

n a passage from one of the Psalms; 
n another from either the Epistles or the Book of 

Revelation; and
n a passage from one of the four Gospels.

It runs in three-year cycles – the gospel readings in 
the first year (Year A) are taken from the Gospel of 
Matthew, those in the second year (or Year B) from the 
Gospel of Mark, and in the third year (or Year C) come 
from the Gospel of Luke.  John is read during the Easter 
season.

What’s a Lectionary?
So why do we follow the lectionary?
It covers a great breadth of Scripture – the whole coun-
sel of God.

It provides a sequence from week to week (frequently 
from the New Testament).

It relates the gospel of the New Testament to its Old 
Testament antecedents (including an appropriate Psal-
ter passage).

It follows the Christian year, with its focus on Christ.

It speaks to the persons and work of the Trinity.

It protects the congregation from a narrow preoccupa-
tion with the New Testament to the exclusion of the Old 
Testament.

If you’re interested in following the lectionary in your 
personal Bible study, the Presbyterian Mission of the 
Presbyterian Church U.S.A. offers daily lectionary read-
ings on their website https://www.presbyterianmission.
org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/devotion/revised-common-lectionary/
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PW Looks to Expand
Presbyterian Women of our church will open their new 
year of study and service with a meet and greet coffee 
at 10:00 on Sept. 17 in the Gathering Place. All women 
in the church are invited to attend and learn more about 
the two study groups, formerly called circles. 

Both groups – Rebekah and Ruth – meet every third 
Tuesday at 10 a.m. for two hours from September to 
May. Sometimes each group conducts its own Bible 
study but the two join together for service projects and 
fundraisers that help the missions of our church.  

Both groups will be studying the same topic and using 
the same book this year. In August a group of seven 
women attended a training session in Lakeland led 
by Eugenia Gamble, author of this year’s Bible study: 
“Love Carved in Stone – a Fresh Look at the Ten Com-
mandments. “ 
 
At the urging of Pastor Mario last fall, the PW formed 
a group of volunteers to reorganize and reactivate our 
membership with the Central Florida Presbytery. New 
officers were elected at their last meeting in May. 

The PW acknowledge the meeting times for these study 
groups aren’t convenient for working women and 
they’ve prepared a survey to gauge the interest in form-
ing additional study groups at a different time. A survey 
will be sent in the near future to all the women in the 
church. Your response will be greatly appreciated.

Forgiven and freed by God in Jesus Christ,
and empowered by the

Holy Spirit, we commit ourselves:

to Nurture our faith through prayer and

Bible study

to Support the mission of the Church

worldwide

to Work for justice and peaceand

and to Build an inclusive, caring

community of women that strengthens

the Presbyterian Church U.S.A. and

witnesses to the promise of God’s

Kingdom.

The Presbyterian Women's Statement of Purpose

From August 1 through 3, I attended 
the PCUSA's Big Tent conference in 
Baltimore, MD. The information that 
was shared throughout the confer-
ence was refreshing, and the work-
shops provided an opportunity for 
growth. The tools that were given to 
the participants allowed the per-
spective to be challenged. Some of 
the questions in which I heard from 
the panel discussion and other wor-
ship experiences were: "How does 
this knowledge impact your theolo-
gy? How can I become more aware 
of the issues that are plaguing my 
community? Since God has called 
me to stand in solidarity with my 
brothers and sisters, what position 

should I take that would influence 
policy and make effective change 
in our current political climate?" 
Such questions help to navigate the 
thoughts and views of members 
of our national church to continue 
to discern their place and calling 
within the church and the broader 
community. 

I also had the opportunity to co-lead 
a presentation with Destini Hodges 
on Intergenerational Dialogue on 
Ecumenism and Social Justice. The 
presentation focused on youth and 
adolescents and their declination 
of attendance during our Sunday 
morning worship. We also focused 

on methods that can be incorporat-
ed inside of our churches that will 
attract young people. Ultimately, 
we can't forget to display the love of 
Jesus and welcome all people.  

My biggest takeaway was the 
experience I had with other leaders 
from the church. This encounter 
helped me to see that some of the 
questions I have are not abnormal 
but are necessary as we continue to 
discern what is next. I urge us all to 
remember we are a revolving culture 
that needs to walk together as we 
journey forward to understanding 
Christ's mission for our lives and the 
church.

Big Tent, Big Success Derail Holcomb  |  derail@fpceustis.com
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Lakeland Training Session

In August a group of seven women attended a training session in Lakeland 
with Eugenia Gamble, author of this year’s Bible study: “Love Carved in 
Stone – a Fresh Look at the Ten Commandments.” Seated (l-r) Linda Gifford, 
Lou White, Doris Barrell, Ruthie McCollum. Standing (l-r) Lois Yingling, 
Linda Sheets, Bernie Hebock.

Financial Peace University returns 
for another 9-week session at First 
Presbyterian Church. This in-
depth program, founded by best-
selling author and radio host Dave 
Ramsey, Financial Peace Univer-
sity is a 9-lesson class that teaches 
you how to win with money. More 
than 5 million people who’ve tak-
en the course have learned how to 
get out of debt, build wealth and 
still give generously.

The class is led by James Egert, a 
member of FPCE. Participants will 
meet in the Gathering Place on 
Tuesdays from 7 to 9 p.m. begin-
ning on Sept. 10. 

What if your family didn’t have to 
face car payments or credit card 
debt? What if you were on the 
same page as your spouse with 
your finances and could avoid dis-
agreements about money? What 
would you be able to accomplish 
if you weren’t being held back 
because of finances?

Financial Peace University will 
open your eyes and a new door to 
living a debt-free life. You don’t 
need a degree in finance to take 
control of your money. Anyone 
can do it! With each step, you’ll 
change how you handle mon-
ey—little by little. First you’ll 
learn how to better manage your 
money. As a result, you’ll build 
momentum with small wins along 
the way. Then those wins will 
empower you to make financial 
decisions with confidence in every 
aspect of your life.  

To register go to https://www.
fpu.com/1092743/.

M O N D A Y

T U E S D A Y

T H U R S D A Y

8:45 a.m. until noon

Kayla 386-216-5282
Kayla@fpceustis.com

https://www.fpu.com/1092743/
https://www.fpu.com/1092743/
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Parish Nurse NewsChildren’s Ministry

During our Sunday school time and Wednesday 
night programming, the Children’s Ministry is “Dig-
ging Into the Bible in One Year.” Our teachers use 
DIG IN curriculum designed to create deeper Bible 
experiences for kids and move kids from knowing 
about the historical Jesus to knowing him personal-
ly. Kids love that the lessons are experiential, offer-
ing multi-sensory, educationally sound experiences 
that immerse kids in learning, rather than teacher 
talk. Through these Bible lessons for kids, children 
get time to talk and process thoughts and concepts 
instead of only listening.

Depression is more than occasional sadness. It can 
affect how you feel, think and your daily activities 
such as sleeping, eating or working. Depression is one 
of the most common mental disorders in the U.S. and 
is often caused by a combination of genetic, biological, 
environmental and psychological events.

Look for these symptoms of depression as offered by 
the National Institute for Mental Health:

n Persistent sad, anxious, or “empty” mood
n Feelings of hopelessness, pessimism, guilt, worth-

lessness, or helplessness
n Loss of interest or pleasure in hobbies and activi-

ties
n Fatigue or decreased energy 
n Thoughts of death or suicide

Risk factors may include:
n Personal or family history of depression
n Major life changes, trauma or stress
n Certain physical illnesses medications 

Not everyone who is depressed experiences every 
symptom. While some people feel only a few symp-
toms, others may experience many.  It is so important 
to discuss your feelings with your health care provider 
who can help you navigate through and provide pro-
fessional assistance when needed .

Remember – depression is a common fact of life.  
Please seek help if and when you need it!
For more information, go to the National Institute of 
Mental Health at nimh.nih.gov.
Contact me anytime! bgrassel.advocate@aol.com 

http://nimh.nih.gov
mailto: bgrassel.advocate@aol.com
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16 Susan Lanier (40 years)
20 Annette Tisdale  (38 years)
19 Dee Ann Wilson  (37 years)

19 Elaine Stultz  (37 years)
19 Sharon Semento  (37 years)

Bell Cleaning
Roger Paul (l) and Lydia Alfrey 
polish the Gold Handbell Choir’s 
bells for their annual cleaning. 
The entire choir pitched in last 
month on the four-step process 
readying the bells for the 
upcoming ringing season.

Milestones aren’t just for birthdays 
and anniversaries. We welcome new 
babies into the church. We acknowl-
edge students’ achievements. We  
celebrate retirements. We tick items 
off or our bucket lists. Those occa-
sions that call for special celebrations 
have a place in our Milestones.  
Think of Tower Bells’ Milestones as a 
connection with your church family. 

God blesses us all with so much. 
Think of sharing some of these 
blessings on Milestones so the 
congregation can join you in  
praising God and giving thanks.

Send your milestones to  
communications@fpceustis.com.

Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Membership Anniversaries 25+ years at FPCE

02 Linda Evans
06 Barbara Hofmeister
06 Jenny Willis 
08 Hazel Molnar 
10 Barbara Smith
12 Richard Paul 
12 Bob Sutton
14 Bob Hartman 
15 Dick Campbell
16 Dante Bolivar 

06 Ty and Linda Caine    
 (31 years)
07 Horace and Goldie  
 Thompson 
 (51 years)
10 Shannon Walter  
 and Jeramie Toussaint 
 (9 years)
20 Bob and Marilyn Speaks 
 (50 years)

16 Darlene Sprowls
17 Stefan Endres 
19 Virginia Burgess 
19 Ruth Hawkins 
19 Crystal Pierce
20 Sharon Rogers
20 Kathy Williams
21 Dave Cottle
22 Wanda McGlothlin
22 Roger Paul

23 Kevin Von Maxey
25 Peggy Pelham
25 Dee Ann Wilson
26 Taylor Isabelle
29 Doris Barrell
29 Dennis Renfro
29 Mary Reynolds
29 Terri Williams
30 Judi Penton

21 Craig and Ruth Brady 
 (22 years)
23 Bill and Pat Oliver
26 Karl and Elaine Stultz 
 (27 years)
29 Bob and Melissa Curry 
 (18 years)
29 George and Denise Trenfield 
 (29 years)



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
Communion
2 cents a Meal
Blood Pressure Checks
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

2
Labor Day

Office Closed

3
8:45 Moms Morning Out

4
9:30 MOPS
5:00 Gold Handbells
5:45 Teen MOPS
6:00 Youth
6:00 Children’s Program

5
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

6
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

7
9:30 a.m.  
Grandparents Day, 
Fellowship Hall

8
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

9
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

10
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
9:00 Central Florida 
Presbytery Meeting
7:00 Financial Peace 
University (FPU)

11
5:00 Gold Handbells
6:00 Youth
6:00 Children’s Program

12
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

13
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

14

15
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

16
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7 pm Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

17
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
10 a.m. PW Study Groups, 
Fellowship Hall
7:00 FPU

18
9:30 MOPS
5:00 Gold Handbells
5:45 Teen MOPS
6:00 Youth
6:30 Children’s Program
6:30 Renew Study

19
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

20
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

21

22
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

23
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7 pm Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

24
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7:00 FPU

25
5:00 Gold Handbells
6:00 Youth
6:30 Children’s program
6:30 Renew Study

26
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

27
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

28

29
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

38
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7 pm Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

September 2019 Calendar of Events

First Presbyterian Church of Eustis 
117 S. Center St., Eustis, FL 32726   |   352.357.2833
fpceustis.com   |   facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis 

communications@fpceustis.com

Week of Sept. 1
True Beauty: Is It Really Only Skin Deep?
Week of Sept. 8
10 Minutes to Live: Now What?
Week of Sept. 15
Dreams and Nightmares: The Science 
Behind the Stories of Your Mind 

It’s the talk of the town.
Lifetree Café is an hour-long experience packed with interesting stories, fascinating people, and 
lively conversation that will feed your soul. The main entrée at Lifetree Café is food for thought.

Week of Sept. 22
Stem Cells: The Miracle Cure  
You May Be Missing Out 

Week of Sept. 29
A Reason to Live:  
A story of hope from Rwanda

lifetreecafe.com

http://fpceustis.com
http://facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis
mailto:communications@fpceustis.com
http://lifetreecafe.com

