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More than 170 students were given free physicals on 
July 27 as part of the church’s annual “Let’s Get Physi-
cal.” Local, licensed doctors and other medical profes-
sionals volunteered their services for the day so kids 
could get their required back-to-school or sports phys-
ical. The students were also given lunch bags, school 
supplies, vision and dental screenings, information 
about nutrition, and movement screenings by physical 
therapists. Service dogs were on hand to calm students 
who might have been anxious about a trip to the doctor. 
The church’s Fellowship Team provided lunch and 10 
lucky students won new sneakers as party of a raffle. 

“This is a remarkable outreach mission for the church,” 
said Tracy Hofmeister. “The students and their families 
appreciate it but it wouldn’t be possible without the 

volunteers from the local medical community and, of 
course, the band of 80 volunteers from the church.”

“I volunteer because I follow the lead of God so when 
somebody makes a request, I always pray and wait 
to hear God’s answer,” Dr. Rafael Cheas, volunteer 
pediatrician. “I like to help. I like to participate in the 
community.” 

“I find it very important to give back to the communi-
ty,” volunteer Caroline Carson said. “I recently received 
a scholarship from the church so I feel it’s very import-
ant for me to give back to the church.”

“I like to be around friends, family and the communi-
ty,” said church member and volunteer Mike Mynatt.

The Fellowship Hall turns into a medical clinic.

Movement screenings, volunteer Dr. Rafael Cheas, service dogs calm everyone, and big smiles everywhere.

http://fpceustis.com
http://facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis
mailto:communications%40fpceustis.com?subject=
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Finances
For the six months ending June 30, 2019

Total Income  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $295,426*

Total Expenses   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . $308,442

Excess of Expenses over Income  .  . $13,019

*Above & Beyond donations not included . 
They are still accumulating and will be 
included in the report next month .

This month Mom’s Morning Out 
(MMO) will officially change from 
a summer and the rest-of-the year 
schedule to a year-round program 
beginning and ending in August.  
Registration is now open for the 
upcoming year. 

Offering MMO on a yearly basis al-
lows parents/grandparents a clearer 
payment schedule and lessens the 
worry about remembering to regis-
ter children twice a year. 

On Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
each week from 8:45 a.m. until noon 
children can enjoy interacting with 
other children, playing games, do-
ing crafts, reading stories and other 
fun activities all while learning 
about God’s love for them. 

MMO is open to children from  
18 months old until they become el-
igible for Kindergarten. (Those who 
turn 5 years old during the program 
year may continue in the program 
until July 31.)

Mom’s Morning Out
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Session Gets Good News at Monthly Meeting

The Youth Scoop

Elders learned at the July meeting of the Session that 
the “Above & Beyond” campaign, aimed at raising 
$62,000 to make improvements to the cottage so it could 
be a home for Director of Student Ministry Derail Hol-
comb, repair a leak in the Sanctuary ceiling, and buy 
new audio visual equipment for the Sanctuary actually 
went above and beyond the campaign’s goal.  Although 
final figures weren’t yet available, the Session learned 
the amount in hand and pledged exceeded $62,000 
thanks to the generosity of the congregation. 

Even though it’s not expected to raise much money, 
plans are being made to sell the church bus. As many 
know, the bus suffered an expensive breakdown in 
North Carolina on this year’s youth ski trip.

There was more good news from the Preschool with 18 

enrollees as of mid-month, two new teachers hired, and 
an open house slated for Aug. 9 from 9 a.m. to 10 a.m. 
There are still openings available for the next school 
year which begins Aug. 12.

A years-old landscape plan for the Center Street side of 
the Fellowship Hall is finally being implemented with 
the removal of a tree and new plantings that will boost 
the campus’ curb appeal.

The idea to celebrate the “Above & Beyond” campaign 
success, Pastor Mario’s first year with FPCE,  the com-
pletion of a well-attended “Let’s Get Physical,” and  
Derail’s first month on the job (that began with three 
sermons on his first Sunday followed by a week with 
the youth at Student Life Camp) was hatched at the 
meeting.

We have recently been in a sermon series, and are 
wrapping up with what I believe and know is the ulti-
mate act of hospitality and worship, and that is to Love 
Like Jesus. 

Matthew 22:37, Jesus declares we are to “Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your mind.” (NRSV) What I’ve realized mostly 
in this encounter is that it never ceases. We are always 
called to exercise this experience. Sometimes, we as 
creation allow distractions, self-care, and other things 
to get in the way of performing this seriously important 
task. However, we should consider how we can incor-
porate this into our daily practice. 

This month, the students attended the Student Life 
Camp in Daytona. The central message from the wor-
ship experiences, the fellowship with friends both old 
and new, is how much can we love Jesus, and how 
often can we show this love to the world. Loving Jesus 
and showing it to the world is our motivation!
 

I challenge you, no matter your age, race, or gender 
to let the love of Jesus be the focal point of all that you 
do. Allow the love of Jesus to be your core throughout 
text messages, emails, and conversations. Then we will 
see a kingdom of God more excellent than we all have 
imagined.

Get in touch with Derail at Derail@fpceustis.com

Happy campers enjoyed a week at Student Life Camp.

Mom’s Morning Out
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Volunteers Flip the Cottage

Before

Before

Before

After

After

After

The success of the Above & Beyond 
campaign plus volunteers plus 
the Session’s Property Committee 
equals a beautiful makeover of the 
church’s cottage. Renovations to the 
cottage, an asset of the church, could 
only increase the value of the prop-
erty and rival any house flipping 
show on HGTV. Derail Holcomb, 
director of Student Ministry will use 
the cottage as his home.
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Some baptize by immersion where the body is totally sub-
merged in the water, others by the sprinkling of water over 
the head. Which is correct? 

Pastor Mario responds: The Sacrament of baptism has 
been a controversial issue for Christians since John the 
Baptist, who believed he was not worthy of baptizing 
our Lord Jesus Christ. One of the issues has to do with 
whether adults and infants are equals when it comes 
to baptism or ought the church baptize only believing 
adults? The other issue has to do with the technique: Is 
it only by immersion or is there any other way?

Well, there are actually three ways to celebrate the sac-
rament of baptism.
 
• By “Immersion” which is performed by submerg-

ing the totality of an individual in a body of water 
which resembles our union with Jesus Christ in His 
death, burial, and resurrection.  

• Then there is “Aspersion,” which is a baptism by 
sprinkling water and a common alternative for 

people who are unable to go to a body of water or 
baptism fount in a sanctuary.  

• Then there is “Affusion” which is a baptism per-
formed by the pouring of water onto someone’s 
head adequately demonstrating how an individu-
al’s old life is washed away. 

I would like to point out that what matters is not the 
technique that was applied, who was there or what 
time but only the conviction as to why we baptize chil-
dren and adults alike. Truly in baptism, we are called to 
teach or live a new way of life as Christ’s disciples. We, 
as Presbyterians, describe baptism as a sign and seal of 
the covenant of grace made by God for the benefit of 
God’s creation, one that is entrusted to the congrega-
tion, parents of children and adults. 

Church, on this day remember your own baptism. 
Believe that what matters is not how you did it but if 
you believe that it is through this Sacrament that God 
claims us as beloved children and useful members of 
Christ’s body.  

Ask the Pastor: The Correct Way to Baptize
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Wedding Bells for Derail
“Will you marry me?” Those words 
rang throughout my being as I 
nervously waited for the flight to 
Tampa to take off from Pittsburgh. 

“What is life going to be like? Am I 
ready? What if she says no?”

I believe that through marriage, God 
has given creation a mirror of His 
love and covenant for us, the church. 
Several years ago, Desiree and I 
went to the Great Escape Room in 
Tampa. It was filled with adventure, 
wonder, questions, and confusion. 

I thought revisiting that memorable 
place, with all of its mazes, would 
be a good foreshadowing metaphor 
of what lies ahead and our hopes for 
the future.

We remembered some of the twists, 
turns and puzzles and Desiree re-
membered more than I did. I guess 
this would be a usual account of life 
together as husband and wife. At the 
end of the final maze she spied a box 
in a safe. By this time I was on one 
knee but she was intently focused 
on the items in the safe, oblivious to 
my posture. Later she would say “I 
thought you were on one knee be-
cause you’re so much taller than me 
and you were trying to look inside 
the safe, too.” 

She picked up the box, finally real-
izing it held the ring she had picked 
out. “I want to do the puzzle of life 
with you,” I said. “I want to discover 
and figure out the craziness of life 
together. There is no other person 

that I would want to be in this room 
in life with other than you.”

After many tears, she said “Yes!”  
What an amazing God we serve. I 
look forward to all that God is going 
to do in our future. God be praised!

Denisse Bliss has been named the new director of 
FPCE’s Golden Triangle MOPS program. She’s the 
mother of two daughters, Samantha who’s 12 and Jo-
hanna Denisse who is 18 months old.

Denisse, a native of Puerto Rico, lives in Leesburg with 
her husband John and two daughters. In addition to 
being a mom, she works as a medical laboratory scientist 
and a life insurance agent. She has nine years of military 
service, including six with the Army National Guard. 

She looks forward to bringing her leadership experi-
ence, her faith and her love for her family and friends to 
her position as director of MOPS. 

“I find MOPS to be a good way to meet other moms 
and make new friends,” Denisse said. “It was especially 
helpful to me when I moved to Leesburg.

MOPS is a place for mothers to enjoy fellowship, build 
friendships and know they aren’t alone. They meet twice 
a month and share a breakfast dish brought by members 
on a rotating basis. The meetings are full of fun activ-
ities, inspirational videos, speakers and plenty more.  

Childcare is also available during each meeting. The next 
meeting will be in September on a date to be decided.

Golden Triangle MOPS welcomes women throughout 
the Lake County Area. Mothers don’t need to be a church 
member to join. 

“I’m looking forward to meeting all the amazing moms 
who are out there in our community,” Denisse said. ”I 
understand some of the moms aren’t church members 
and I hope I can help these women find a church home.”

Golden Triangle MOPS welcomes expecting mothers, 
mothers of babies and of kids in grade school. The group 
is dedicated to the message that “mothering matters.” 
Better moms raise better children and make the world 
a better place. MOPS members are of many ages and 
backgrounds, but share the same desire – to be the best 
mothers they can be.

Other activities enjoyed by MOPs members are play-
dates, crafts, moms-night-out and community service. 
The group always looks for new ways to engage its 
members and serve the community.

Fresh Start for MOPS in September

Derail Holcomb and Desiree Nellon



Buddy Break
Help provide respite care for  
families of special needs kids.  
All you need is a servant’s heart 
and a willing spirit— we’ll give  
you all the training you’ll need! 
Third Saturday each month  
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Ruth McCollum
rpmccol47@aol.com

Center Street Kids
Be a mentor for young, at-risk  
kids in our neighborhood or be 
part of the transportation team  
or kitchen crew. We offer kids a 
great meal and a fun, meaningful 
Bible lesson.
ON SUMMER HIATUS

Center St. Kitchen
Our pantry needs: family-size box-
es of instant potatoes, #10 cans of 
green beans, tomato sauce, cream 
of mushroom  and chicken soups, 
2-lb pkgs frozen mixed vegetables.  
Fellowship Hall on Fridays from
11 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Contact: Chuck Broadway
ChuckBroadway4@gmail.com

Chancel Choir
If you love to sing, and would like 
to use your joy and gifts to be a 
part of our traditional worship ser-
vice, then the Chancel Choir might 
be for you. Practice Monday 7 p.m.
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com

Children’s Choir
Interested in volunteering with or 
getting your kids involved with our 
Children’s Choir?
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com

The Crossing Food Ministry
If you are interested in being a part 
of the team that provides food for 
the Crossing’s 10 a.m. service on 
Sunday, we would love to have 
your help!
Contact: Suzanne Bennett
suzanneclarkbennett@gmail.com

The Crossing Praise Band
If you can play guitar, drums, 
keyboards, bass—or any other 
kind of instrument, for that mat-
ter—your talent can be put to good 
use as part of our praise band. We 
are also interested in people who 
enjoy singing and are familiar with 
contemporary forms of worship as 
well! Practice Sunday 11 a.m.
Contact: Joyful Holifield
joyfulholifield@gmail.com

First Impressions Ministries
Interested in serving as a greeter at 
The Crossing or Traditions? Think 
you might want to try your hand  
at ushering for Traditions? Want  
to help setup and take down the 
worship elements for The Crossing? 
We have lots of room for help!
Contact: Mark Bischoff
bischonn@gmail.com

mailto:rpmccol47@aol.com
mailto:ChuckBroadway4@gmail.com
mailto:CDCBell@aol.com
mailto:CDCBell@aol.com
mailto:suzanneclarkbennett@gmail.com
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mailto:bischonn@gmail.com


Gold Handbell Choir
If you have some experience 
ringing handbells, or are  
musically inclined and would 
like to learn, then our Gold 
Handbell Choir might be a great 
fit! Practice Wednesday 5 p.m.
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Cynthia Curtis
CDCBell@aol.com

Kamp Koinonia
Become a Sunday school  
volunteer, help out with our 
Wednesday programs, or  
countless other ways to help 
grow our kids’ programs.
Contact: Shannon Walter
shannon@fpceustis.com

Lifetree Cafe
Learn how to be a host at Lifetree 
or be part of the crew that sets 
up and tears down each week 
at both our church and at Wine 
Cellars Uncorked. We have room 
for lots of volunteers! Monday  
7 p.m. Wine Cellars Uncorked & 
Thursday 11 a.m. the Gathering 
Place at the church
Mondays @ 7 PM
Contact: Don Brandt
donaldebrandt@comcast.net

Mom’s Morning Out
Accepting children between  
18 months and 5 years old.
Summer schedule:  
Monday, Tuesday & Thursday  
8:45 a.m. – noon.
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com

Mothers of Preschoolers 
(MOPS)
The church is looking for a new 
coordinator of MOPS. If you’d 
like to help this group of young 
mothers and enjoy some fun with 
them and their children, call the 
church office 352-358-2833. 
ON SUMMER HIATUS

Partners for Success
Help tutor and provide home-
work help for children from  
Eustis Elementary who need a  
little extra help. Tuesdays & 
Thursdays @ 3 p.m.
ON SUMMER HIATUS
Contact: Barbara Brandt
Barbarabrandt2@comcast.net

Pastoral Care Ministries
Be a part of our Visitation Team, 
Deacons or Prayer Chain & help 
care for our members & friends.
Contact: Melanie Howard
melanie@fpceustis.com

PreSchool
Our fantastic preschool has 
unique volunteer opportunities, 
especially for folks who are 
handy or artistic.
Contact: Shawnie Cheatham
Shawnie@fpceustis.com

Revolution Youth Ministry
Become a youth volunteer to 
help the teenagers in our church. 
Also gift cards for snacks and 
activities are welcomed!
Sunday school @ 11 a.m. and 
Youth Group @ 6 p.m.
Contact: Derail Holcomb
derail@fpceustis.com

Support Our Troops
Get involved in sending care 
packages and much more to our 
troops overseas.
Contact: Scott Smith
MBAbusiness@aol.com 

Teen MOPS
Looking for assistant coordinator 
to help the director with admin-
istrative duties like scheduling, 
organizing outings and set up/
take down.
1st & 3rd Wednesday 6 – 8 p.m.
Contact: Kayla Stever
Email: kayla@fpceustis.com
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Preschool Prepares for Coming Year

Part of the general fund expenses go to keeping the church’s musical 
instruments in in top condition. Here Gene Lukensmeyer replaces a 
wire on the harpsichord.

Above & Beyond Goes Above Its Goal

Praise God from whom all blessings flow!

Thanks to our big-hearted and generous congregation, 
the “Above & Beyond” campaign has flowed well be-
yond the $62,000 goal and is now closer to $81,000. 

“This is a phenomenal amount of money to be raised 
in such a short time,” Dalton Yancey, Above & Beyond 
campaign chair said. “It speaks to the generosity of our 
congregation and their diverse ways of giving. Rais-
ing immediate cash coupled with longer-term pledges 
make for a healthy bank account.” 

With the financial boost the campaign provided, our 
church has been able to pay for much needed repairs 
and remodeling of the church cottage, now home to Di-
rector of Student Ministry Derail Holcomb who will live 
there as part of his compensation package. New audio/
visual equipment for the Sanctuary has been purchased. 
Plans are on the table for updated and increased secu-
rity around the campus, particularly in the children’s 
wing. The contractor for repairing the Sanctuary roof 
has been chosen. The extra money raised will also cover 
the shortfall in the general fund that typically comes 
with the transition of pastors.

Even though school’s been out this 
summer, Preschool Director Shawnie 
Cheatham has been busy gearing 
up for the school year that begins on 
Aug 12.

Miss Shawnie also celebrated her 
third anniversary with the school in 
July. She’s been the director since the 
school opened.

But Shawnie isn’t looking in the rear-
view mirror. Two new teachers have 
been hired, 19 children have regis-
tered for the upcoming year, and 
classrooms have been rearranged 
with the addition of new learning 
spaces (like a teepee!). She’s focused 
on increasing enrollment, hosting an 
open house on Aug. 9, and planning 
for exciting and upcoming activities 
like Trunk or Treat at Halloween and 
the children’s Christmas pageant. 

The new teachers are Michelle Spec-
tor who’s been a preschool teacher 
for three years and Stephanie Hurley 
who has three years’ experience as a 
lead VPK teacher. 

“I’m so excited and looking forward 
to welcoming all of the sweetest lit-
tle loves who’ll be starting preschool 

with us this year,” Shawnie said.

“This will be our third year and it’s 
been such a blessing to see God’s 
hand in all that we do to grow the 
preschool.

“We’re planting seeds and growing 
minds.”
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To Paul Smithson it’s not really all 
about that bass. 

But it’s what people recognize when 
they see him at the Traditions worship 
service where he plays double bass 
as a new member of the Resounding 
Brass Plus. 

Raised in Buffalo, New York, Paul 
moved here when he was in high 
school. He graduated from Eustis 
High School, and went on to the Uni-
versity of Central Florida where he 
received bachelor and master of arts 
degrees in English. 

While in high school, Paul attended 
FPCE with his grandmother Lore-
na Verney. He was a member of the 
church’s youth group and youth choir. 

After graduating from college he 
moved to California where he taught 
English at Sacramento State Universi-
ty and Cal State Fullerton. 

Bass Player has Church Roots

New member of Resounding Brass Plus 
Paul Smithson.

Now he’s back in Eustis, teaching 
at his high school alma mater and 
playing double bass at FPCE. He and 
his wife Theresa were married this 
year.  Theresa works as a chiropractic 
assistant, and in her free time loves to 
listen to music.  She is currently learn-
ing to play the ukulele.   

In addition to the double bass, Paul 
also plays acoustic and electric guitar, 
electric bass, mandolin and dobro. 
He’s a songwriter of folk music and 
recently wrote an entire CD of music 
based on the book Devil in the Grove 
by Gilbert King. The book is about 
four young black men in Lake County 
who were falsely accused of raping a 
white woman in 1949. 

The self-described “plus” in the 
Resounding Brass Plus, Paul’s favor-
ite genres of music are classical, jazz, 
folk and bluegrass. In his free time he 
loves to read as well as listen to, play, 
and write music.

“When I walked into the church after 
all the years of being away, I felt like I 
was back home,” Paul said.

“It’s a blessing to come back to this 
church and play with the talented 
musicians in the choir and Resound-
ing Brass Plus. Cindy (Curtis, music 
director) is remarkable.”

Lifestream Wins Big in VBS Cereal Challenge
When you have a weeklong contest 
between the boys and the girls at Va-
cation Bible School, there’s bound to 
be spirited competition. This year VBS 
leader Shannon Walter and Revolu-
tion youth leader Derrick DeYarman 
captained teams to see who could 
donate the most boxes of cereal. While 
the girls collected more boxes than 
the boys, it turns out the real winners 
were the clients of Lifestream’s Open 
Door homeless drop-in center who 
received 300 boxes of cereal! 
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Children from the church cool down at Kamp 
Koinonia’s morning out at the Splash Pad in Tavares 
last month. Watch your e-Bells for upcoming fun 
activities with Kamp Koinonia. 

Splash Pad Day

Lots to Celebrate!

FPCE members enjoyed cake and punch on July 27 as 
they celebrated Pastor Mario’s one-year anniversary 
with the church, Derail Holcomb’s first month with us 
and the successes of Let’s Get Physical and the Above & 
Beyond campaign. Here Derail Holcomb, Pastor Mario 
and Dawn Hofmeister prepare to cut the cake before The 
Crossing worship service.

Derail Holcomb shares his big smile and laugh with 
members after the Traditions worship service.

Volunteers Needed
Bakers and cooks to help provide 

luncheon items or sweets  
when needed following  

special events at the church. 

Contact Rhoda Williams at  
gatorhoda@comcast.net  

or call her at 352-602-3545.

mailto: gatorhoda@comcast.net
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A Central Florida Presbytery partnership trip to El Cen-
tro Presbytery of Cuba, planned for Feb. 13 – 20, 2020, 
offers participants the opportunity to develop or deep-
en a relationship with our Christian brothers and sisters 
in Cuba. The trip will be led by Ken Lasseter and Pat 
Zinn, co-chairs of the Central Florida Presbytery Cuba 
Partnership Team (CPT). They’ve been involved with 
Cuba Partnership trips since 2015.

Pastor Mario Bolivar went on the trip last year. “To see 
the reality of life for Cubans should be one of the main 
reasons for participants to go on this mission trip,”  
Pastor Mario said. “You must see and experience first-
hand what it’s like to live in Cuba before you can truly 
understand the needs and concerns of the country.”

On this trip you will see how Cubans really live,”  
Pastor Mario said. Estimated basic cost of the trip is 
$1,200, which includes roundtrip airfare from Florida  
to Santa Clara, Cuban visa, lodging, food, and transpor-
tation in Cuba.  Everyone will stay at churches the first 
five nights. The final three days will be a retreat at a site 
to be chosen.

Participants will spend their time in Villa Clara and 
Sancti Spiritus provinces, which make up the Central 
Presbytery of Cuba.  Havana is not on the itinerary. 

Application deadline is Oct. 28 and a $150 deposit is 
required by Nov. 4.   

Visit http://www.cfpresbytery.org/cuba.html  for more 
information.

Pastor Mario with participants in last year’s Presbytery trip to Cuba.

Presbytery Plans February Cuba Trip

Renew Bible Study Offers Fellowship
For three years Barbie and Dalton 
Yancey have led the FPCE’s mid-
week Bible study group. The rough-
ly 40 members of the Renew Bible 
Study Group have explored topics 
such as the book of James, the Lord’s 
Prayer, Simon Peter, the parables of 
Jesus, and grace. Each study is of 
varying lengths of duration, usually 
six to eight weeks.

Some members attend all of the ses-
sions while others attend based on 
certain topics. Everyone is welcome 
to join. As with other small groups 
in the church, Renew is on hiatus 
during July and August and will 
begin studies in September.

According to Dalton the Bible study 
small group has several roles. The 

first is to read and study the Bible. 
Secondly it offers an opportunity 
for members of the church’s large 
congregation to meet other mem-
bers in a smaller group setting. The 
third benefit is the ability to share 
Christian witness, celebrations and 
difficulties.  People can relax with 
the knowledge their feelings and 
opinions they express remain within 
the study group. 

With her teaching background and 
kind spirit, Barbie facilitates inter-
esting discussions and participants 
often walk away from an evening 
study with their eyes open to a 
point of view they’d not considered. 
Barbie’s philosophy is there are no 
wrong answers and her encour-
agement allows members to think 

deeply about the lesson and what 
God might be saying to them.

Dalton said they’d like to see addi-
tional small group Bible studies like 
for men, young married couples, or 
mothers. “Barbie and I have studied 
small group formation and how to 
foster growth,” Dalton said. “We’d 
love to see more Bible study groups 
form and we’re willing to help them 
get started. They’ll need support 
or they’ll fall by the wayside if left 
alone.

“Fellowship, study and sharing 
strengthen small Bible study groups 
and keep them going.”

The Renew Bible Study Group is 
clear proof of that.

http://www.cfpresbytery.org/cuba.html
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Parish Nurse News

Any Lake County resident who might need transportation 
assistance to a shelter during a hurricane should com-
plete a Lake County Public Shelter Registry Form. The 
registry program helps Emergency Management staff to 
quickly identify, and be ready for residents who may not 
have reliable transportation to a public shelter. For more 
information, please contact the Lake County Office of 
Emergency Management at 352-343-9420.

Shelter Locations

PUBLIC SHELTERS 

East Ridge High
3322 Excalibur Rd., Clermont

East Ridge Middle
13201 Excalibur Rd., Clermont

Eustis High
1300 E. Washington Ave., Eustis

Leesburg High
1401 Yellow Jacket Way, Leesburg

Mount Dora High
700 N. Highland St., Mt. Dora

Tavares High
603 N. New Hampshire Ave., Tavares

PUBLIC & PET FRIENDLY

Mascotte Elementary
460 Midway Ave., Mascotte

Round Lake Elementary
31333 Round Lake Rd., Mt. Dora

Spring Creek Elementary
44440 Spring Creek Rd., Paisley

Treadway Elementary
10619 Treadway School Rd., Leesburg

PUBLIC, PET FRIENDLY  
& SPECIAL NEEDS

Astatula Elementary
13925 Florida Ave., Astatula

Leesburg Elementary
2229 South St., Leesburg

Lost Lake Elementary
1901 Johns Lake Rd.,Clermont

Umatilla Elementary
401 Lake St., Umatilla

Villages Elementary
695 Rolling Acres Rd., Lady Lake

Being a Deacon is a wonderful call to service. 
Deacons are the “servants” or “caregivers” of the 
congregation.

 In our congregation, people have all kinds of need 
– they’re recovering from surgery, grieving, lone-
ly, ill, or otherwise in a time where they welcome 
the ministry of care from our congregation. In a 
very real way, Deacons are the hands and heart of 
the Church in our ministry of caring. Serving as a 
Deacon of the First Presbyterian Church of Eustis is 
a privilege and a blessing. It’s also an opportunity 
for spiritual growth and fellowship. 

As Deacons, we’re given the opportunity to know 
other church members in a deeper way, serving 
alongside them and growing in our understanding 
of the burdens people carry and how the church 
can help. The ministry of deacon as set forth in 
Scripture is one of compassion, witness, and 
service, sharing in the redeeming love of Jesus 
Christ for the poor, the hungry, the sick, the lost, 
the friendless, the oppressed, those burdened by 
unjust policies or structures, or anyone in distress. 
Persons of spiritual character, honest repute, ex-
emplary lives, brotherly and sisterly love, sincere 
compassion, and sound judgment should be cho-
sen for this ministry. (The PC(USA) Book of Order) 

Deacons’ Corner

Would you like more information about any of the 
church’s ministries and their missions? In the coming 

months in Tower Bells you’ll see stories about  
The Crossing Praise Band, the church’s columbarium, 

studies and projects of our Presbyterian Women’s groups, 
a history of Center Street Kitchen, and much more. Or 

maybe there’s a particular subject that interests you like 
God-incidences or answered prayers. I’d love  

to hear what you’d like to see in your Tower Bells.  
Contact Laura Phillips at communications@fpceustis.com.

mailto: communications@fpceustis.com
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Birthdays

Wedding Anniversaries

Membership Anniversaries 25+ years at FPCE

02 Cherie Calvert
03 Leslie Peters
03 Katherine Smith
04 Jean LaCrone
04 Dan Skorpak
05 Ann Arnold
05 Lib Hippler
05 Mack Medley
05 Kathy Vandemark
06 Amber Driggers
06 Derail Holcomb
06 Mike Mynatt
06 Angelina Velasco

01 Mike and Pat Mynatt  
 (21 years)
02 Bill and Shirley Peacock  
 (42 years)
06 Bob and Marilyn Miller  
 (59 years)
06 Dennis and Vera Renfro  
 (36 years)

18 Richard Paul (51 years)
20 Pam Little (41 years)
21 Ann Arnold (36 years)

07 Hunter Underwood
08 Mel Bolivar
08 Ruth Toombs
09 Mike Ludwig
09 Denise Neyer
10 Marilyn Garner
10 McKenna Love
10 Sue Shinholser
13 Cody Rath
14 Kim Bischoff
14 Lauryn Bischoff
14 Evan and Taylor Pierce
14 Anna Rust

14 Don Taylor
14 Janet Wetz
15 Larry Hoag
16 Jeff Harvison
16 Gary Isabelle
16 Renee Isabelle
17 Shirley Peacock
17 Judy Perkins
17 Pat Sterling
20 Tom Reynolds
22 Laura Ellis
24 Susan Melitshka

25 Suzanne Hazelton
25 Alice Morrison
26 James Holfield
26 Patti Tomb
27 Melissa Curry
27 Dustin McCollum
27 Carl Stigdon
30 Gary Malak
30 Jon Ritter
30 Scott Smith
31 Kathy Jo Craig
31 Gary Harvison

12 Doug and Jan Daggett 
  (52 years)
16 Dave and Sue Porter  
 (33 years)
19 Ron and Trish Norsworthy  
 (30 years)
22 John and Cindy Kindinger  
 (49 years)

21 Dawn Hofmeister (36 years)
07 Kathy Williams (25 years)

Elias James Brady, grandson of Craig 
and Ruth Brady, born June 12 to their 
youngest son Mitch who was deployed 
to Afghanistan shortly after Elias’ birth.  
Please keep him in your prayers.

FPCE to Host Presbytery Fall Meeting
First Presbyterian Church of Eustis 
will host the regular fall meeting of 
the Central Florida Presbytery On 
September 10.

Approximately 150 people are expect-
ed to attend. They include Presby-
tery office staff and members who 
are the pastors, associate pastors, and 
elders of the 60 churches that make 
up the Central Florida Presbytery.

As the host of the meeting, FPCE will 
provide the rooms, food, music and 
hospitality. Volunteers will be need-
ed to help make this a successful and 
memorable day for the participants. 

We will be looking for people to 
help with ushering, parking, serving 
lunch and refreshments, registration, 
name tags, selling lunch tickets and 
pretty much anything that can make 
our guests comfortable and enjoy 
their meeting at our church. 

Church members are also encour-
aged to attend the meetings.

The morning session begins with 
prayer and a worship service in the 
Sanctuary. Reports from the ministry 
committees will be given and good 
news shared followed by a plenary 
speaker. 

Following the lunch break the 
afternoon session begins with a 
breakout session called “Open 
Spaces” where smaller groups 
discuss various topics, some 
informational and some of a give 
and take nature. The groups join 
back together and receive committee 
reports like mission development 
and finance.

The last time a presbytery meeting 
was held at FPCE was 2016. Stay 
tuned to e-Bells to learn how you 
can volunteer to help our church 
put out the welcome mat for the 
Presbytery. 



 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY

1
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

2
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

3

4
Communion 
2 Cents a Meal 
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

5
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7:00 Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

6
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out

7
6:00 Youth

8
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

9
9:00 Preschool Open 
House 
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

10

11
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

12
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7 pm Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

13
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out

14
6:00 Youth
6:30 Children’s Program

15
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

16
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

17

18
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

19
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7 pm Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

20
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out

21
5:45 Teen MOPS
6:00 Youth
6:30 Children’s program

22
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café
6:30 Session Meeting

23
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

24

25
8:30 First Light
9:30 Sunday School
9:30 Resounding Brass +
10:00 The Crossing
11:00 Trad. Worship

26
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out
7 pm Chancel Choir 
7 pm Lifetree Café @ 
Uncorked

27
8:45 Mom’s Morning Out

28
6:00 Youth
6:30 Children’s program

29
8:45 Moms Morning Out
11:00 Lifetree Café

30
11:00 Center Street 
Kitchen

31

August 2019 Calendar of Events

First Presbyterian Church of Eustis 
117 S. Center St., Eustis, FL 32726   |   352.357.2833
fpceustis.com   |   facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis 

communications@fpceustis.com

Week of August 4 
Getting Unstuck: Practical 
Ways to Improve Your Life
Week of August 11 
Why Are You so Hard on  
Yourself? Finding Your  
True Value

It’s the talk of the town.
Lifetree Café is an hour-long experience packed with interesting stories, fascinating people, and 
lively conversation that will feed your soul. The main entrée at Lifetree Café is food for thought.

Week of August 18 
Faith and Science: Discoveries 
from the Scientist Who Led the 
Human Genome Project 
Week of August 25 
Making Life’s Toughest Decisions: 
Dealing with dilemmaslifetreecafe.com

http://fpceustis.com
http://facebook.com/FirstChurchEustis
mailto:communications@fpceustis.com
http://lifetreecafe.com

