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2018 ANNUAL REPORT – KINASAO LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP 

Message from the Program Director 

I can’t believe how quickly my first summer at Kinasao came and went! It has been 
such a blessing being part of this amazing community and program.  

A few highlights from the 2018 program:  

 Our Outdoor Education program was a great kickoff to the summer. We added Escape 
Rooms to our skill options, and it was fun seeing the students work together to solve the 
puzzles and escape the rooms! We continue to book new schools, and it’s awesome to see 
teachers so excited about our program. I can’t think of a better compliment than the schools 
who are asking to book for 2019 before they even board the bus to return to school! We even 
had a teacher who came as a chaperone for her son’s school book her own school for the 2019 
season.  

We had a great staff this year, and a good mix of returning and new staff. All but one 
counsellor were new to the role, and I was consistently impressed with how our counsellors 
handled any challenge that came their way and led their cabins with grace and fun. Our staff 
quickly became like family, and the amount of support and encouragement they offered each 
other was awesome to see! This summer could easily have been written off as a very 
challenging summer with the transition of me joining the team, Kristi being on maternity leave, 
and almost the entire staff being sick the entire summer. However, our staff didn’t let any of 
these challenges bring them down! They continued to give camp their all and serve with joy, 
and the consensus at the end was that they had an incredible summer! Our Program 
Coordinator team had a combined total of over ten years of Kinasao experience, and I am 
grateful for the guidance, energy, and enthusiasm they brought to our staff.  

A wonderful addition to our staff this summer were our three international staff, who 
we found through NYQUEST, a company that helps international students find camps in 
Canada for summer work. Janka Bolfan from Hungary, Susy Saucedo from Mexico, and Bea 
Lugli from Italy joined our staff as counsellors. All three became part of the camp family very 
quickly and brought so much joy to our staff! They grew so much in their faith, leadership, and 
roles this summer. Some of the highlights from the summer were throwing Susy a Mexico 
themed birthday party, Bea teaching Italian cooking as a skill at Teen Camp, and Janka 
teaching the staff Hungarian folk dancing on the last night at camp.  

We had a wonderful group of SITs this summer who came with a lot of passion for 
camp and willingness to work hard. Several SITs were willing to serve for multiple weeks of 
program, and I loved watching them grow in their leadership and confidence over the summer. 
At the beginning of the summer, we hadn’t yet filled all our SIT openings, so we gave the 
campers at Teen Camp the opportunity to apply. Through this, we had several people new to 
the SIT program come into the role and were able to fill all our openings! It was a great 
reminder of God’s constant provision, and I’m grateful that those campers had the opportunity 
to grow in their leadership. I hope to see them all back next summer.  
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Our family programs were another highlight of the summer. Daryl led the Missinippe canoe 
trip, and our family camp was fully booked this year, with families coming from as far as 
England and Wisconsin!  

 Our curriculum this year was Weak but Strong-  we are weak, but God is strong. Each 
day of the curriculum led us through the story of a hero from the Bible, showing us the times 
that they were weak, or made mistakes, and God used them for great things anyways. Through 
the stories of Jacob and Rebekah, David and Bathsheba, Jonah, and the Disciples we learned to 
delight in our weaknesses, and to rely on God’s power instead of our own. We wrapped up the 
week with a new element to our program called Light Service, a reflective service on Thursday 
evening that takes us through the stories of each day of the curriculum. We moved throughout 
camp to different stations, where counsellors portrayed the characters from the Bible we 
learned about. Each had their weakness displayed on their shirt: Jacob deceptive, David greedy, 
Jonah judgmental, and the Disciples unreliable. We finished the service in the chapel, where we 
learned how Jesus can turn our weaknesses into strengths, and Jesus removed the characters’ 
weaknesses to reveal opposite strengths: Jacob became truthful, David became content, Jonah 
became compassionate, and the Disciples became faithful. The campers had an opportunity to 
pray at the end of every Light Service, and my favourite moment of the whole summer was 
hearing an otherwise quiet camper pray confidently: “God, thank you for camp and everything 
that happened here.”  

 I am so thankful to have been able to witness everything God did at Kinasao this 
summer and be part of the community He has made here. I am already looking forward to what 
He will do with summer 2019!  

Faith VerBruggen 

Program Director
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Winter/Spring/Fall 
Attendance 
Young Adult’s Retreat: 12 
Confirmation Retreat: 27 
Men’s Retreat: 18 
Women’s Retreat: 36 
Youth Retreat: 16 
Advent Retreat: 20 
Total Off Season Campers: 
129 
 
Summer Attendance 
Day Camp: 48 
Mini: 54 
Jr. Youth 1: 60 
Jr. Youth 2: 100 
Youth 1: 48 
Youth 2: 44 
Skills: 50 
Week in the Wild 1: 14 
Week in the Wild 2: 12 
Week in the Wild 3: 6 
Teen Camp: 50 
Total Youth Campers: 486 
 
Prime Time: 59 
Family Camp: 88 
Missinipe Canoe Trip: 8 
Total Family Campers: 155 
 
2018 Summer Volunteers 
Elsa Graupe 
Bryce MacEwan 
Katee Pederson 
Owen Peters 
Lauren Ryan 
Damon Ryan 
Shanleigh McKeown 
Cory Dyck 
Hannah Karbowiak 
Crystall Pelltier 
Naomi Gaertner 
Bethany Dittmann 
Lila Nielsen 

Chelsea Cook 
 
 
2018 SITs 
Ibrahim Fimbo 
Alexander Haugen 
Kendra Harrington 
Trysten Fehr 
Kjersti Graupe 
Anne-Marie McGowan 
Karissa Alford 
Jakob Uhren 
Elsa Graupe 
Morgan Jabusch 
Kasja Felstrom 
Caleb Alford 
Dylan Twordik 
Kira Berggren 
Lauren Wiebe 
Sarah Edgar 
Daniel Yanez 
Halle Ogle 
Jeda Hancock 
Courtney Decker 
Hunter Monseler 
Isaiah Shurmer 
Sahara Monseler 
Serena Travis 
 
2018 Summer Resource Staff 
Prime Time: Rev. Randy 
Meissner 
Jr Youth 1: Rev. George Hind 
Youth 1: Rev. Chris Dean 
Teen Camp: Ben Wyatt 
Day Camp: Rev. Lisa Skogsrud 
Family Camp: Rev. Harley 
Johnson 
Mini Camp: Rev. Cody Cooper 
Skills Camp: Rev. Ryan 
Dittmann 
Jr Youth 2: Rev. Lisa Skogsrud 
Youth 2: Rev. Dr. Ali Tote 
 

 
 
 
2018 Sunday Worship 
Leaders 
Rev. Joan Jespersen 
Rev. Emmanuel Aristide 
Tim Vellacott 
Rev. Ron Bestvater 
Rev. Iris Kristjansdottir 
Rev. Dan Haugen 
Rev. George Hind 
Rev. Chris Dean 
Rev. Hugh Farmer 
Rev. Harley Johnson 
Rev. Ryan Dittmann 
Rev. Melissa Brooks 
Rev. Dr. Ali Tote 
Rev. Rick Johnson 
 
2018 Summer Staff 
Jesse Lentz 
Nathalie Klinger 
Nathan Hind 
Jacob Lentz 
Tyson Congdon 
Braeden Kelly 
Kalie Keays 
Sarah Hicks 
Madeline Codling 
Janka Bolfan 
Bea Lugli 
Susy Saucedo 
Dalton Kingfisher 
Daniel Bratvold 
Julianna Friggstad 
Sarah Haugen  
Leif Haugen 
Mari Friggstad 
Bryanne Barlow 
Jesse Alford 
  


