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2018 ANNUAL REPORT – KINASAO LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP 

Executive Director Report & Termination 

TRANSFORMED 

Romans 12:2  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of 

your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God - what is good and acceptable 

and perfect. 

This coming summer we will be learning about and experiencing and encouraging and 

engaging in TRANSFORMATION and being a Transformed Community in Christ.  We are 

praying for the renewing of our minds as we discern the will of God – in our lives, in our 

homes and in this amazing camp community.  Thank you for being a part of this place. 

As we look back over the past year: 

There have been a few changes on our year round staff in the past year.  Kristi, our Assistant 

Director, welcomed baby Joel into their family last January so she was officially on maternity 

leave for the year, although continued to support the work and the staff here in many ways.  

She returned to her position in December 2018.  In April we welcomed Faith VerBruggen onto 

our staff as our Program Director.  She joined us from the United States where she had camp 

experience from a variety of different ministries.  We appreciate the new ideas, creativity and 

friendship she has brought to Kinasao.  David Bragg served as our Development Director until 

June of 2018.  He is now teaching full time in Prince Albert.  Our thanks go out to Dave for his 

time and talent in building relationships with our members and supporting the work of Kinasao 

in a very wide variety of ways doing a wide variety of tasks.  His support, encouragement and 

passion for camp ministry was greatly appreciated.  2019 will bring additional staff changes. 

We are currently in the process of hiring and putting together our Summer Staff team.  Please 

pray for this process, that we are able to make wise decisions and gather the right combination 

of people to effectively minister here at Kinasao this summer.  We are currently looking for a 

Kitchen Staff, a First Aid Attendant and lifeguards. We are making big changes in the timing of 

our staff training week and spring schedule to better prepare our staff for Outdoor Education 

Camps and the growth in that program. 

We cannot complete the work of our camp without the help of volunteers and worship leaders.  

We give thanks for everyone who leads our Sunday worship services and our daily chapel 

services at camp all summer.  If you would like to volunteer in this area, please let us know!  

We are also looking for volunteers for a wide variety of property projects and are going to be 

holding monthly Work Bees during the summer, giving everybody the opportunity to help out.  

Look for upcoming dates and projects starting with May Days clean up on May 18.  And if you 

have time that you would like to spend assisting the camp other than our set work bees, just let 

us know.  We can use whatever skills and time you have to offer. 

We are seeing significant growth in our Outdoor Education Camps and feel that this program is 

unique and powerful in bringing many kids to camp who would never attend otherwise.  Many 

positive results come from getting kids engaged with nature and outdoor activities, 

participating in learning outside of the classroom and strengthening their classroom community 
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and friendships through a camp experience. This year we are adding an Outdoor Ed Camp 

specifically for Home Schooling families and are excited to see that program succeed.  And we 

are seeing a number of Outdoor Ed students returning for summer camp programs which is 

awesome! 

Offering unique and new programs such as horsemanship camp, family canoe experiences and 

Week in the Wild programs offers options to the more adventurous and opportunities to try new 

things.  We have great leaders for these programs who bring expertise, experience and 

enthusiasm making for great camper memories!  And programs such as Prime Time Camp, 

Celebration Weekend and Family Camp allow for people of all ages to experience camp in a 

program set up just for them! 

The community we have at Kinasao is really quite unique and unlike I have seen in any other 

camp.  This place is “home” to so many people and we are being very intentional in welcoming 

more and more people into this place.  By offering community worship and BBQ lunches each 

Sunday, daily devotions and Saturday night potlucks, sing-a-longs, movie and football games 

and meals in our campground picnic shelter (which are always open to everyone – consider this 

your invitation!) and having camp and retreat programs for all ages, we are building our 

Kinasao family into a beautiful and transforming community.  Next year will be our 80th 

Anniversary and we look forward to celebrating that milestone of rich history, heritage and the 

foundation for a strong and bright future. 

 We have an incredibly beautiful camp property here, but like all things our facilities age and 

need upkeep and repair.  We are continuously working to maintain and improve our facilities 

and buildings and add to areas to meet our needs and encourage growth.  The expansion of our 

campground has led to the development of an amazing community of friends who share, 

worship, support each other and have fun together.  We look forward to welcoming more into 

this community with the addition of more sites this summer.  If you or anyone you know are 

interested in an annual or seasonal campsite at Kinasao, this is the year to get in as once these 

new ones are filled up, we will not be adding more in the near future.  See the website or 

contact the office for more information.  Other recent improvements include new docks, a new 

washroom at the beach, and the possible addition of new road signs and directional signs 

around the property this summer.  And as we look to the future, significant improvements to the 

retreat centre will be needed sooner than later. 

Many people support the work of Kinasao in so many different ways.  Supporting the camp 

financially is very important as 25% of our operating budget comes through charitable gifts, 

and larger donations often allow for significant capital projects to be taken on.  Recently we 

have received sizable donations from church congregations, memorials or estates and through 

the donation of shares.  These gifts allow us to look forward and evaluate where our greatest 

needs are and how to most effectively use these donations for the benefit of this ministry and to 

carry this property well into the future.  We are looking for input into the visioning process and 

invite you to be a part of a visioning meeting following the AGM.  Come and have your say as 

to where this camp is going and how it will look moving forward.  You are a part of the camp’s 

history – be a part of the camp’s future! 
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I want to thank everyone who has been supportive and encouraging and a significant part of my 

life during my last 12 years serving as Executive Director at Kinasao.  This camp is an 

incredibly special and Spirit-filled and powerful place – cherish and protect it every day!   

Submitted with thankfulness for my time at Kinasao, and sadness to be leaving,  

Kari Alford 

Former Executive Director 

 

Announcement from the Board of Directors - 

Executive Director Termination 

Looking to the future of Kinasao, the board of Directors is announcing that we are looking for a 

change in leadership.  Our current Executive Director is leaving the camp effective 

immediately (Feb 27).  The search for a new Executive Director will begin following the 

AGM.  More details will be available at that time.  We wish Kari the very best in her future 

endeavours and thank her for her years of service to Kinasao. 

 

       Kinasao Board of Directors 

       Lorne Ridgway – Board Chair 

  


