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KINASAO 2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

 

Message from the Executive Director 
 

ALL THINGS NEW – Look what God is doing!! 
 

“From the very beginning, we have experienced God the Creator.  God creates order out of chaos.  God 

creates beauty with colors and contrasts of light and dark. God creates humans in God’s image and 

likeness as part of that creative order.  Ever since that first creative effort, God continues to create.  

With each new day, dark subsides and light shines forth, seeds sprout and produce new beauty, and we 

all find new potential within ourselves as we face a shared future.” 

This is the introduction to the summer camp curriculum for Kinasao this 

coming summer and we are so excited about the message and lessons to 

be learned as we discover more about our God the Creator!  And to be 

reminded that God brings order out of chaos and renews beauty in our 

world and in ourselves is powerful. Change is inevitable and through some 

changes and challenges at Kinasao, we know new strength and growth 

and beauty will come.  And we are excited to see where God is leading!   

 

Changes – In Leadership Roles:                                                             

A few changes have and will take place on our year round staff.  Assistant Director, Kristi Stolee has been 

on Maternity Leave for much of the past year, although she has had a hard time staying away and 

continues to support the work here.  She will return to her position in March.  Katee Pederson has been 

doing an internship as the Program Director Intern for the last 22 months.  This has now concluded and 

she is pursuing a career in photography.  We are in the process of hiring a new year round Program 

Director or possibly another Program Intern and look forward to finding the right person for this role.  

We would like to thank Katee for all of the effort and great work (and great pictures!!) she has given to 

this place!  We know that we will continue to see her around this place that she loves!  Last summer we 

welcomed Dave Bragg onto our staff in a new position of Development Director.  His primary 

responsibilities are in the areas of donor relations, fundraising and congregational relationships, 

although he brings a wealth of experience in every area of camp ministry, so is supporting the work in 

many ways! 

 

Katee Pederson, Program Intern        Dave Bragg, Development Director 
 

 



 

10 
 

KINASAO 2016 ANNUAL REPORT 

Summer staffing tends to go in cycles here at Kinasao.  

It seems that every 4 years or so there is a large 

turnover in staff and we start with a fresh crew 

followed by three years of growth, strength and team 

building.  Last summer we had a very new and young 

summer staff which I expect will be followed by those 

exciting summers of dynamic improvement and 

stability.  We have many awesome staff returning and 

will have our full summer team put together by the 

end of March.  

 

Our Kinasao Board of Directors is a vital group of dedicated people who support and direct this ministry.  

We would like to thank the outgoing members for their service and welcome those who are joining the 

board this year.  We appreciate the fresh views and skills that new board members bring to the table. 

 

Changes – In Programs: 

Although our programs will look very much the same as in past years, 

change is seen in the areas of growth.  We are now offering 4 levels 

of Week in the Wild, each building on the skills learned in the 

previous year, and we are offering two family canoe trips, one being 

an extended 6 day trip.  Be sure to check out these unique and 

amazing programs! 

 

 

Changes – In Property: 

We continue to rent our facilities out to a wide variety of groups.  We see this as an extension of our 

ministry as we are able to support other organizations in the achievement of their goals while offering a 

great place on “holy ground” where each person can experience creation and the Creator in a unique 

and personal way.  We are sad to have now hosted our last “Mental Health Camp” through Saskatoon 

Health Region.  They have been using Kinasao for their camps for many, many years but due to funding 

restrictions are no longer able to offer this program.  But we are excited about some new groups coming 

in this year including a weekend camp for families with members with physical or developmental 

disabilities offered through Christian Horizons as well as another weekend camp for children with facial 

deformities.  We enjoy offering the camp for family reunions, weddings, church retreats, training 

programs, etc. and pray God blesses each person who comes to Kinasao. 
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Our campground expansion project is well 

underway, but was halted by a very early 

snowfall at the beginning of October.  Work will 

continue in the spring with plans to have many 

of the sites filled by annual and seasonal lease 

holders by summer.  We still have a number of 

annual and seasonal sites available so please 

pass the word around that now is a great 

chance to get in on the opportunity for a long 

term site here at Kinasao.  The growth in this 

community and area of our camp ministry is a 

testament to the power of the Holy Spirit in this 

natural place and the power of community and 

the fellowship of believers.  

Through and help of a very generous donor we have been able to take on the huge project of replacing 

all of our bed frames in the camp and buying mattress covers for every bed.  We are doing everything 

we can to ensure the safety and comfort of our guests. 

We continue to improve our property in many ways and this year you will see some changes in the 

dining shelter with new “blinds” and new counters, new lighting will be going into the retreat centre, 

new flooring into some of the cabins and a new parking lot to eliminate the need to park along the road 

on registration days, pick up days, Sunday mornings and other busy times.  More changes will come as 

hands and funds allow. 

 

Changes – In Finances: 

2016 was a financial year unlike any other during my 10 years here at Kinasao.  God is so good!!  We 

started some significant capital projects and then were faced with some significant unexpected 

expenses over the summer.  In most years this would have been very stressful and caused us to do some 

extra fundraising and financial appeals, but three major gifts to the camp have allowed us to meet 

budget, cover all extraordinary costs and all capital expenses without incurring any debt and to end the 

year in a very positive financial position.  We give thanks for each person who supported the camp 

financially this year, through regular giving, through one time gifts, through donations of stocks and 

through the beautiful legacy of an estate gift. 

 

Look what God is doing!!!  His work continues in this place and through His people in a wonderful and 

powerful way and we give thanks that He has allowed us to be a part of that work here at Kinasao.  We 

rejoice in the knowledge that He continues to make ALL THINGS NEW! 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kari Alford, Executive Director 


