
Message from the Executive Director 

Weak, but STRONG!  As the theme for this upcoming summer, we will be reflecting on this all too true 

description of us as humans, as ministries, as churches, as families…  We are all weak, unable to be who 

God calls us to be every moment of every day, unable to fulfill the law of God, to be righteous in our 

own actions and thoughts.  BUT, we are made STRONG! through our God who knows our weakness, but 

loves us anyways, who knows our failures, but chooses us for His work anyway, knows our sinful hearts 

but cleanses us and purifies us and makes us righteous through HIS strength.  As God’s children, we ARE 

weak, but HE is STRONG!  And in Him we too can be STRONG!  We give thanks to our God for the gift of 

His strength to carry on the ministry of Kinasao and for all of His chosen people He brings to this place. 

A STRONG! Staff 

Kinasao has been blessed with a great year round staff with many years working together.  I have been 

in the position of Executive Director for over 10 years.  Kristi has been on staff in a variety of positions 

for many summers and in her current year round position of Assistant Director for 8 years.  Although she 

will be on maternity leave for the coming year, she will continue to be a part of the camp and office and 

staff community.  Richard and Hali Monseler have been in the positions of Site and Assistant Site 

Managers for almost 7 years.  Dave Bragg is going on two years as our Development Director and will be 

covering some of the Assistant Director duties while Kristi is off.  And we are excited to announce that 

we will be welcoming a new Program Director to our staff this April!  Faith VerBruggen will be joining 

our team, bringing lots of passion, camp experience and training to her position here.  She is from 

Wisconsin, USA and is currently working at Rainbow Trail Lutheran Camp in Colorado.  Please make her 

feel welcome as she joins our leadership team this spring. 

Our summer staff continues to be one of the biggest strengths of this ministry.  Each year we are blessed 

with a wonderful crew of young adults eager and ready to share of themselves and to share their faith 

through their work here at camp.  And despite all of our personal weaknesses, we are able to come 

together as an amazing team!  I don’t expect anything different from the team we are currently putting 

together for this summer.  We are accepting applications now and will have our staff hired by the end of 

March.  If you know of anyone who you think would be a great addition to the Kinasao Summer Staff, 

please encourage them to apply!  

 A STRONG! Program 

2017 saw a strong increase in numbers of summer campers and students in our Outdoor Education 

camps.  Both are awesome programs.  Our canoe trips were very well attended and we are excited 

about how things are shaping up for this coming summer.  Our Family Camp is already almost at 

capacity, and our new Horsemanship Program being offered during Skills Camp is already full with a 

waiting list.  We continue to build fun, excitement, fellowship, life skills and intentional faith experiences 

into every day at camp.  This is why we do what we do, and it is awesome!  We love the feedback we get 

from so many campers and parents about the positive impact a week at Kinasao has. 

A STRONG! Community 

We continue to be blessed by an amazing community of people who participate and support the work of 

Kinasao in many ways.  Attendance at our Sunday morning worship services was higher this year than 

ever before, participation in our daily devotions in the campground was wonderful, often with 20 or 

more people joining together to start the day in God’s Word over a cup of coffee.  With the expansion of 



our campground we now have 39 Annual and Seasonal campsite families along with our 36 cabin owner 

families who surround us with ongoing, long term community and commitment to this camp.  Everyone 

who comes to Kinasao becomes a part of this place.  Together we are a family and a community of 

belonging unlike anything you will find anywhere else!  Thank you for being a part of us! 

A STRONG! Facility 

This camp is a precious piece of property in such a beautiful setting.  We continue to work on the 

facilities and the property to maintain both the sense of peace that is so strong here as well as to 

provide what is needed to run great programs and meet the needs of our user groups, and to always 

keep our buildings and equipment in good repair.  We are almost finished Phase 1 of our campground 

expansion and will begin the final phase, adding another 10-12 sites over the next two years.  All of the 

new sites added in Phase 1 have been booked and we once again have a waiting list for Annual 

campsites.  Three seasonal sites are still available for 2018 so if you or anyone you know is interested, 

please check out our website or contact the camp office. 

Significant effort is being put into maintaining and upgrading our current buildings.  The director’s house 

and Mt. Olive Lodge have gotten new flooring and interior paint as well as repairs throughout.  We are 

excited to once again offer Mt. Olive Lodge as a rental option here at camp.  This is a beautiful quiet 

space tucked away, perfect for small groups, families or individuals.  It easily sleeps 10-13 people, has a 

fully stocked kitchen and being located right here at the camp, gives you access to hiking trails, the lake 

and the community of Kinasao.  This can be booked by the day or weekly at any time of year.  Check out 

the website or call the office for more information. 

In 2018 we will be taking on a very necessary project to replace the shingles on our chapel, retreat 

centre, dining shelter and director’s house.  This will be a $50,000 capital project for which we will 

fundraise this summer.  Please help support our “Sheltered from Above” campaign!  We will begin this 

project in the fall and do as much of the work as we have funds to complete.  And it would such a 

blessing to get it all done at once!  Our chapel is one of the original historic buildings on this property 

and we want to do our best to preserve it for another 80 years.  New roofing is essential to make that 

happen. 

 A STRONG! Business 

Kinasao continues to grow financially as we expand our programs and facilities.  As these things bring in 

additional income, they also incur added expenses.  So we do our best to be faithful stewards of our 

finances and are so appreciative of the generous donors who provide 25% of our income through their 

gifts.  Although 2017 ended in a deficit position, Kinasao currently operates without any debts, 

mortgages or borrowed funds and has significant reliable income every year.  We are working to expand 

both our business income through additional campsites, increased camp attendance and more rental 

groups, as well as increase our donor base to support our donation revenue budget.  We are thankful for 

the financial position Kinasao is able to operate from at this time. 

Yes, we are weak, but through our Lord, we are STRONG!  We are blessed, and for that we give thanks!!  

It is with excitement and eager anticipation that we move into 2018! 

 

Respectfully submitted by Kari Alford, Executive Director  


