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Kinasao - A place set apart in God’s creation inviting all to experience God’s love.

Each summer, our leadership team chooses a theme for the 
staff to focus their summer around. This summer, we chose 
the theme of In Christ Alone. In the months leading up to 
camp, Kristi and I both felt a strong calling to refocus on Christ 
and His desires for this place. It was a very exciting morning 
in the office when we both told each other we had picked a 
theme for the summer and didn’t want to compromise, and 
then realized both of us had come up with In Christ Alone! 
There were no compromises necessary. 

Camp is a place of extreme spiritual highs and lows, but in 
the middle of a summer of ministry it can be very easy to get 
completely hung up on the lows. We so easily get caught up 
in the exhaustion, the drama that results from living in close 
quarters with so many other people for four months, and the 
pressure we put on ourselves to be “successful” and work as 
hard as we can for God. None of us are strong enough to do 
the work we are called to do here at Kinasao. It is through 
Christ that we can show campers God’s love and transform 
lives. It is only in the moments that we surrender fully to 
Christ and rely on Him, in the moments where we allow those 
who are in this ministry with us to lift us up and support us 
when we are weak, that we can effectively do the work that 
God has called us to this place for. It is in Christ alone that we 
find hope, strength, calling, purpose, and peace. 

This summer, we asked our staff to focus on living in Christ 
alone. As a team, we encouraged each other to surrender fully 
to Christ, and acknowledge that we are nothing without Him. 
We did not always succeed. We still got exhausted, we still 
disagreed with one another, and we still got overwhelmed 
at times by the work in front of us. However, time and time 
again, Christ brought us back to Him and back together. 

I do believe that Christ transformed our staff this summer, as 
individuals and as a team.  I know that this transformation can 
continue throughout the year, within the broader Kinasao 
community - all who are involved in this camp and call it 
their own - as well. The ministry that happens at Kinasao is 
not limited to the summer months, and God’s  incredible 
power is not limited by anything. It is my prayer that we will 
continue to realize that God’s work in this place can only be 
done when we come together and surrender fully to Him and 
His will for Kinasao. This will not be easy and will require us 
to put aside our own desires for this place, to listen to those 
around us, and to approach every situation from Christ’s love 
for everyone in this community. In Christ alone we find the 
future of Kinasao. In Christ alone can we be a place set apart 
in God’s creation inviting all to experience God’s love.

Faith



Another summer has flown by! This summer 
marked my 15th year as Kinasao staff, and yet it 
still amazes me how fast the summer goes by. This 
summer goes down in my books as one of great 
challenge, and where there is great challenge, there 
is great growth. We saw God do amazing things 
this summer – and had a wonderful evening at the 
Season Finale Banquet sharing and celebrating 
what God had done over the summer with staff 
sharing various stories of seeing God work in 
their own lives and the lives of campers.  It is an 
incredible opportunity to be involved in sharing 
the love of God with children and adults who come 
to Kinasao.  This summer we had a few campers 
come who had little or no faith background, and 
it was amazing to see them develop a hunger and 
thirst for God’s Word, and for God’s love.  We had 
campers coming from very broken backgrounds, 
looking for a safe place and I am so proud of our 
summer staff who provided that time and space 
for them. We serve an amazing God and I am so 
thankful to have this opportunity to be involved 
in what is happening at Kinasao.  The future at 
Kinasao is bright and exciting, and I can’t wait to 
see what He has in store for next summer!

As many of you may have noticed by now, I am 
expecting our third child in early January.  We 
are excited to be expanding our family, although 
Ian and I are slightly worried about getting 
outnumbered! Our family enjoyed living at 
camp this summer – Joel now believes “his” spot 
in church is in the middle of the aisle dancing.  
Adalynn is often singing songs she learned at 
camp, and likes to instruct us to “repeat after me, 
I’ll say a line, then you say a line.  We’ll do it three 
times and then that’s the end” - she is starting her 
SIT training very early in life! We have moved back 
home to Prince Albert and are busy catching up 
with processing our garden produce.  Ian tries 
hard each year to grow pumpkins, and this year 
has over 20 on the vines! Pumpkin pie anyone? 
We enjoyed a family trip to Nova Scotia to visit my 
brother and his family a few weeks ago, and snuck 
in a few days in Newfoundland so that Ian could 
cross “visit every province” off his bucket list. It was 
nice to have some time away, but is always nice to 
be back home.  I look forward to the fall and what 
God has in store for our family, and for the Kinasao 
family as well!

God’s Blessings, 

Kristi

Krist i ’s 
Korner



My second summer at Kinasao has come and 
gone so quickly! It feels like just yesterday that the 
Program Coordinators were arriving for their first 
day of training with snow still on the ground. I am 
so grateful for all that God did at Kinasao in the 
past four months, and to have shared in another 
summer with this wonderful community. 

While this summer was challenging (what summer 
isn’t?), it was mostly full of beautiful moments 
that showed just how powerfully God is moving 
in this place! It was a blessing to watch the staff 
share God’s love with their campers, to see our 
Servants in Training grow leaps and bounds in 
leadership and faith, and to witness our campers 
experiencing God. Two of my favourite memories 
from the summer come from a service we call 
Light Service, which is a reflective service that 
moves around camp and explores the Bible study 
curriculum with skits that relate to each day and 
ends with a time of worship in the chapel. We 
open a time of prayer to the campers during 
each light service, before the final song. While it 
is always incredibly moving to hear our campers 
pray over the week they just had, our last two light 
services were especially powerful. During our Jr 

Youth 2 light service, the campers began to pray 
after the last song again all on their own. During 
the Youth 2 service, many campers went to kneel 
at the cross. It was a humbling experience to see 
God moving so powerfully through the campers, 
and to be reminded that it is God changing lives 
and hearts here- not us! 

While I am sad to see the summer end, I am excited 
about all that is in store for fall! My dog Hatley and 
I are in the process of moving into Prince Albert. 
I will miss living at camp and being surrounded 
by the beautiful nature here but am grateful for 
the opportunity to form deeper connections and 
community that living in town brings. Fall is my 
favourite season, so I hope to hike with Hatley 
more before the leaves fall- it happens so much 
more quickly here than in Wisconsin! I can’t wait 
for retreat season to begin, and to see how God 
moves in all those weekends. We have added 
several new retreats this year, so be sure to keep 
your eyes peeled for those opportunities to get 
back to camp! 

Hope to see you at camp soon,

Faith

Fun with Faith!



Katchin’ up with
     Karla
 

Hello everyone! 

My name is Karla Brassard, and I am so excited to be joining the Kina-
sao team and community!  From the very first time I drove into camp 
to drop my oldest son off for a week, I’ve had such a wonderful feel-
ing whenever I’m here! I live on a farm just outside of Albertville, SK, 
just a hop skip and jump away from camp.  My husband and I farm, 
and we have 4 boys: Dakota, 15, Brandon, 12, Alex, 10, and Léandre, 1.  
Dakota has been coming to camp for 4 years and really enjoyed the 
Youth Leadership Training this summer and serving a week as a SIT. 
He came home from camp just in time to help plan his baby brother’s 
first birthday party.  He is looking forward to returning next summer 
as a SIT again and eventually wants to be a counsellor, he also loves 
this camp!  Alex also loves coming to camp, he started when he was 
7 and starts asking about it as soon as the snow melts.  Brandon is our 
farm boy and doesn’t like to leave home much, so we haven’t been 
able to convince him to spend a week at camp yet.  But since finding 
out his mom will be working out here, his curiosity seems to be grow-
ing a bit, so we’ll see what next summer brings! I attended a bible 
camp as a pre-teen and teenager and I can’t imagine how different 
my life would have been if I hadn’t had that experience to discover 
my faith and learn about God’s love, so I’m incredibly thankful my 
boys have had the same kind of experience at Kinasao and also that 
I get the opportunity to be now be part of such a wonderful place!  I 
look forward to meeting everyone and working hard in my new role.

Karla

Welcome Karla!  
Karla Brassard joined the Kinasao year 

round staff team in September as the 

Business Manager.  Karla’s primary 

areas of responsibilities include 

Bookkeeping, Rental Bookings, and 

Registrar.  Karla has been a great 

addition to our team so far and we look 

forward to having her in this new role!



RETREATS

January 2-4, $100 + GST/person
ages 13-18

Come celebrate the new year with 
all your friends at camp! 

There will be outdoor activities, worship, 
games, delicious food, and more!

Come Back to Camp for 
the Youth Retreat!

OCTOBER 25-27, $100 + GST/PERSON
AGES 11-14

Are you age 11-14, and wishing you could 
come back to camp? 

The Youth Retreat is for you! 
Wide games, chapel, and all the fun of the 

summer jam-packed into a fall weekend!

Celebrate the New Year at the Teen Retreat!



We are so grateful to every summer staff, Servant in Training, and volunteer who 
spent part (or all) of their summer serving God at Kinasao! This ministry is truly 
a community effort. We would not be able to fulfill our mission of being a place 
set apart in God’s creation inviting all to experience God’s love without the 
many people who come alongside us in that mission. Whether you barbequed 
burgers, came for a Work Bee day, were a Sunday or camp pastor, were on staff, 
or helped make campers’ weeks awesome as  a SIT, or anything else: thank you, 
and please know that we could not have done this summer without you. Thank 
you for being part of the work that is done here and following God’s call to this 
place. He used you in amazing ways this summer. Thank you for serving God 
through joining the ministry at Kinasao!   

THANK YOU
STAFF, VOLUNTEERS, AND SITS!

Want to join our 2020 summer staff team? 
Staff Applications open November 1 ~  closing is January 15, 2020.



RETREATS

Join us at the Young Adult’s Retreat!
January 17-19, $55/person 
Get away from the city for a weekend
to find community, 
worship God, 
and have fun!

young adult 's retreat

RETREATS

2019 ADVENT RETREAT
November 22-24, $75/adult, $50/child

max family rate of $200
Join us for the 2nd annual Advent Retreat! 

A weekend of worship, crafting, fellowship, 
and relaxation, the Advent Retreat is 

designed to focus us on the meaning of the 
season: preparing for the coming of Christ. 

With activities for all ages, it’s the perfect 
way to begin your Christmas season! 



Winter Fun at the 
Jr Youth Retreat! 

 March 27-29, $100 + GST/person

February 7-9, 
$100 + GST/person 
ages 7-11

Come join us for outdoor activities, worship, and so much more!!

 All the fun of summer camp, but in the winter!

Men’s Retreat

Come to Kinasao for a weekend of 
fellowship, Bible study, and 
outdoor adventure.

20
20

20
20

April 17-19, $100 + GST/person

A weekend to relax at the lake! Enjoy 
good food, fellowship, worship and 
study sessions with Pastor Fran Schmidt 

from Messiah Lutheran in Prince Albert. 

 Women’s Retreat



YOU COULD BE AN  ADVOCATE         
           FOR KINASAO! 
Kinasao is looking for wonderful people like YOU to be an Advocate for Kinasao! 
Kinasao Advocates communicate upcoming events and opportunities at Kinasao 
to their congregation, and assist Kinasao staff in keeping the camp connected with 
churches. We are looking for people who love camp, and are passionate about 
helping others experience God at camp! 

Do you love Kinasao, and want others to experience the love of God at camp? 
Are you organized, willing to give announcements in your church, and enthusiastic? 
Then YOU would make the perfect Kinasao Advocate!

There are many perks to being an Advocate for Kinasao, including:

■ A super cool Kinasao Advocate shirt and other Kinasao swag! 

■ Being the first to know about the happenings at camp! 

■ Getting to attend one Kinasao retreat for FREE! 

■ A free training retreat to meet the other Advocates and learn about the role

If you would make the perfect Kinasao Advocate, email faith@kinasao.ca!

Sojourner’s Way 
      Campground
   . . . your home away from home! 

Our campground has recently undergone 
another expansion with the addition of 17 more sites 

available for long term rental. A huge thank you to our 
Campground Host Daryl Mang and his team of volunteers for all 

of the work they put into the campground development this year! 
There are 11 annual sites available for May 2020 – 

don’t miss this opportunity to join the onsite Kinasao Community! 



KINASAO 
COMMUNITY 
EVENTS
More than just kids camp takes place 
during the summer! Many community 
events are held throughout the summer 
for people of all ages – daily devotions 
and coffee, Rider game viewings, hot 
tub parties, potlucks, sing alongs, movie 
nights and of course the fish fry and pig 
roast!  

Our regular community gatherings are 
unique to Kinasao’s ministry, and we 
are thankful to each person who shares 
of themselves in the community.  Make 
sure to check out the Community Events 
calendars next summer and be involved 
in all that is going on in this place!



Get to know the 
Board of Directors:
SCOTT BROWN – Scott has spent 3 
summers in the Kinasao Campground 
and enjoys spending as much time at 
the camp as possible.  He owns and 
runs a home inspection company in 
Saskatoon and area. 

WAYNE HYDE – Wayne lives in Emma 
Lake and spends his retirement actively 
involved in many boards, councils and 
volunteer organizations. 

STEPHEN DAVIS – Stephen teaches 
French Immersion in Saskatoon and 
enjoys travelling.  Stephen has grown 
up at Kinasao, being a camper, then SIT, 
then Staff member from 2008-2010. 

TYLER CALOW – Tyler has served in 
many roles at Kinasao, from camper, 
to SIT, to Staff, to Project Manager, and 
now Board Chair.  He recently finished 
his Engineering Degree from the U of S. 

NANCY GUEBERT – Nancy has recently 
retired from her role as the Chief 
Program Officer for Cancer Control 
Alberta. Nancy’s grandfather helped 
build the original chapel building, and 
she enjoys continuing the family legacy 
of serving at Kinasao, and spending 
time at their family cabin.  

HANS GRAUPE – Hans works as an 
Internal Auditor for SARCAN Recycling.  
He has a long history with Kinasao, 
coming as a camper himself, spending a 
summer on staff, and his kids have also 
been on staff.  Hans enjoys promoting 
the camp and participating in the Tour-
de-Kinasao each year. 

LOWELL JOHNSON – Lowell has 
recently retired from being owner/
operator of a water well drilling business.  
He enjoys spending time at his family 
cabin at Kinasao and volunteers his 
times with camp projects, wood cutting 
and maintenance. 

GARRY DAVIS – Garry is an educator 
and has spent the summers at 
Christopher Lake for the past 30 years 
with his wife and three sons.  Garry is a 
Kinasao cabin owner and this is his first 
year on the Board. 

PASTOR EMMANUEL ARISTIDE – 
Originally from Madagascar, Emmanuel 
moved to Canada and attended 
seminary at LTS in Saskatoon.  Emmanuel 
serves as pastor in Shellbrook and 
Canwood. 

LORNE RIDGWAY – Lorne fell in love 
with the Kinasao Campground and 
enjoyed camping here until moving to 
the area permanently last year.  Lorne 
remains busy helping out farmers 
during seeding/harvest and is involved 
in a variety of boards.

from the
Board 
Table

Greetings from the Kinasao Board of Directors! We would like to thank each 
individual who has participated in the ongoing visioning process that was 
started in June under the direction of Dr. Paul Magnus.  Your voice matters, and 
we appreciate hearing from you.  The Board has spent an enlightening day with 
Dr. Magnus working through matters of governance, roles, responsibilities and 
future planning as we strive to bring clarity and direction to the work at Kinasao. 
The search for a permanent Executive Director will begin later this fall, and we 
ask for your prayers as we discern who will be filling that role.  Thank you for 
being a part of the Kinasao community.  

Highlights from September 20 Board Meeting

■ Time in prayer over the camp, 
staff, constituents and board 
started off the meeting. 

■ Financial reports were reviewed, 
looking at ways to cut expenses 
and plan for an additional fall 
fundraiser to help the shortfall. 

■  The KCOA lot lease rate was 
discussed.  Discussion between 
the Board and the KCOA will 
remain ongoing over the 
upcoming year to find a rate that 
is fair to both the camp and the 
cabin owners. 

■  Registration rates will remain the 
same for 2020, and the popular 
Bring a Friend discount will 
remain in effect for 2020. 

■  Discussion of the campground 
beach area and marina are 
ongoing as we look to find a 
setup that will allow space for all 
activities. 

■  An additional October meeting 
has been scheduled to spend time 
defining the Executive Director 
job description and upcoming 
search.



Memorials
    Gifts given from April - August 2019

Gladys Ronning
Dennis & Elaine Serfas
Ruby Ronning

Ruthe Olson
Ed & Shirley Kasdorf

Rev. Arnold & Ruth Hagen
Dan & Audrey Haugen

Don Grant
Kevin Grant

Doug Hopkins
Jim & Karen Hopkins

Harvey & Jennie Gjesdal
Alf & Nancy Guebert

Delwin Sherle
Dale & Kim Kaldor

Cara Parker
Rick & Vi Stalwick

Ron Nordsveen
Dennis & Elaine Serfas

Phyllis Guebert
Alf & Nancy Guebert

Kinasao - A place set apart in God ’s
 creation inviting all to experience God ’s love.

In HonourOf:
Ingrid Kaldor’s 100th Birthday
Dale & Kim Kaldor
Don & Marilyn Lee

Jensen Wendel & Matthew Jean Wedding Shower
Earl & Ruth Jewitt
Inez & Ronald Helm
Arnold & Helen Larsen
Harvey & Esther Wendel

Ron & Bonnie Folstad’s 50th Anniversary 
Harold & Elaine Hesje

 Pastor Harley Johnson’s Retirement
Harold & Elaine Hesje

Inga Graupe’s 99th Birthday
Elaine Leite

Obert & Connie Friggstad’s 50th Anniversary
Dawn & Terrance Friggstad
Darryl & Rita Ross

Mel Melashenko’s Birthday
Peggy Melashenko

Adolf & Ione Peters’ 55th Anniversary
Ed & Shirley Kasdorf



UPCOMING 
EVENTS
Youth Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . October 25-27
Advent Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . November 22-24
New Year’s at the Lake . . . . . . . . . December 31
Teen Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . January 2-4
Young Adult’s Retreat  . . . . . . . . . January 17-19
SIT Reunion  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . February 2
Jr Youth Retreat  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  February 7-9
Confirmation Retreat . . . . . . . . . . February 28 – March 1
Annual General Meeting  . . . . . . March 15
Men’s Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . March 27-29
Women’s Retreat . . . . . . . . . . . . . . April 17-19
May Days . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . May 16
First Sunday Worship Service  . . May 17
Tour-de-Kinasao  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . June 6
Celebration Weekend  . . . . . . . . . June 19-21

For a full listing of fall and winter  Kinasao programs 
and events, visit www.kinasao.ca

2020 
REGISTRATION
2020 Registration Opens 
December 1st! 

Summer 2020 is already 
coming fast! 
Registration will open on December 
1st. Visit our website to check out our 
2020 camp dates, and start looking 
for friends to use the Bring a Friend 
discount with!  

CONTACT
US. . . 
Our fall/winter office hours are 
Monday & Wednesday 9:00-3:30
Kristi Stolee – Interim Executive Director – kristi@kinasao.ca
Faith VerBruggen – Program Director – faith@kinasao.ca
Richard Monseler – Site Manager – richard@kinasao.ca
Hali Monseler – Assistant Site Manager – hali@kinasao.ca
Karla Brassard - Business Manager - karla@kinasao.ca

KINASAO LUTHERAN BIBLE CAMP
Box 327, Christopher Lake, SK S0J 0N0
Office:  306-982-3327     Fax:  306-982-2095
Email: info@kinasao.ca     Website: www.kinasao.ca




