
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Ecclesiastes—What’s the point? 

Living Way Lecture 

Ecclesiastes Week 1 

Ecclesiastes 1:1—2:22 
September 15, 2021 

Qoheleth and Setting in Ecclesiastes 
 The Hebrew word Qoheleth means the office of one who gathers the people in assembly.  It points to                          

the setting of the book.  This is a speech, an address, to those gathered by the King.   

Luther on Ecclesiastes “…these words were spoken by Solomon in some assembly…perhaps after dinner…to 

some great and prominent men who were present.” 

Vanity Fair—Hebel, Hebel, All is Hebel  
The word Hebel, translated either vanity or meaninglessness occurs over 30 times in the book of 

Ecclesiastes.  Some translations use foolishness or meaninglessness.  It represents the enigmas or paradox 

that Solomon observes in the world.   

 

Sons of Anarchy 
1 Kings 14:21–24 (ESV)  

21 Now Rehoboam the son of Solomon reigned in Judah. Rehoboam was forty-one years old  

when he began to reign, and he reigned seventeen years in Jerusalem, the city that the  

LORD had chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, to put his name there. His mother’s name 

was Naamah the Ammonite. 22 And Judah did what was evil in the sight of the LORD, 

and they provoked him to jealousy with their sins that they committed, more than all 

that their fathers had done. 23 For they also built for themselves high places and pillars  

and Asherim on every high hill and under every green tree, 24 and there were also  

male cult prostitutes in the land. They did according to all the abominations of the 

 nations that the LORD drove out before the people of Israel.  
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"I have acquired great 
wisdom, surpassing all...my 
heart had great expirience 
of wisdom and knowledge"

"For in much wisdom is 
much frustration and he 
who increases in 
knowledge increases his 
own pain"

"Of making many books 
there is no end, and much 
study is a weariness of the 
flesh."
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"I became great and 
surpassed all who were 
before me...I kept my heart 
from no pleasure..."

"I said of laughter 'It is mad' 
and of pleasure, 'What use 
is it?'"

"I considered all that my 
hands had done and the 
toild I expended...behold all 
was vanity...there was 
nothing to be gained.
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y "I said in my heart what 
happens to the fool, will 
happen to me also.  Why 
then have I been so very 
wise?  For of the wise as of 
the fool there is no enduring 
remembrance...all will have 
been long forgotten.  How 
the wise dies just like the 
fool."

"I must leave it to the man 
who will come after me and 
who knows if he will be a 
wiseman or a fool?"


