
WHA T  WE  B EL I EVE  C L A S S  –  FA L L  2 0 2 0 ,  
WEE K  4  

( S ES S I O N S  1  &  2 )  

 

BAPTISM 

Matthew 28:19-20 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 

Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. 

And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

Sacraments: 

 Beliefs vary greatly among denominations.  Some place more or less theological emphasis on 

sacraments.  Some define sacraments differently.  We believe… 

1. Instituted (commanded) by Christ  2. Gives forgiveness of sins  3. Physical element 

Baptism & The Lord’s Supper 

Baptize means: “to wash” 

Mark 7:4  “…and when they come from the marketplace, they do not eat unless they wash. And there are 

many other traditions that they observe, such as the washing of cups and pots and copper vessels and 

dining couches.” 

Washing can be done by immersing, pouring, or sprinkling water. 
 
God commands His followers to baptize (Institution of Baptism) 

Matthew 28:19-20 (see above) 
 
 
Benefits of Baptism 

Forgiveness of sins 
Acts 2:38-39 “…Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the 

forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is for you 

and for your children and for all who are far off, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to 

himself.” 



 
Acts 22:16 “…Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.’” 

Rescue from death and the devil 
Romans 6:3-5 “…We were buried therefore with him by baptism into death, in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of 
life. For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall certainly be united with him 
in a resurrection like his.” 
 
Colossians 2:13 “He has delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the 

kingdom of his beloved Son…” 

Eternal salvation 
Titus 3:5-7 “ He saved us, not because of works done by us in righteousness, but according to his 

own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out 

on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might 

become heirs according to the hope of eternal life.” 

Faith 

Baptism creates faith.  Faith is not just intellectual, but rather is trust in the Lord. 
 

Therefore, baptism is not based on knowing enough about God.  Rather, it is about receiving the gift God 
has to give.  It is about God working faith in us, and then spending the rest of our lives learning about, and 
living out, that faith.   
 
How are we baptized? 

1. Water  2. The Word of God 
 
Word: “In the name of Father, and of Son, and of the Holy Spirit.”  This means that you are not baptized 
by human beings.  You are baptized by God Himself through human hands. 

 
This means you have the name of God upon you.  To have His name upon you is an immeasurable 
blessing. 

Exodus 20:24 “In every place where I cause my name to be remembered I will come to you and 
bless you.” 
 

Water: common, ordinary 
Sprinkling, immersion, or however water is applied 

 
Who is baptized? 

All people.  No matter age, sex, ethnicity, etc. 
 
Infants.  Whole households were baptized, which likely included babies.  Babies are sinners too (Original 
sin).  Holy Spirit can work faith in babies 

This differs from other denominations. 



Acts 2:37-41 “Now when they heard this they were cut to 
the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” And Peter said to 
them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and 
you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For the promise is 
for you and for your children and for all who are far off, 
everyone whom the Lord our God calls to himself…So those 
who received his word were baptized, and there were 
added that day about three thousand souls. 
 
Luke 18:15-16 “Now they were bringing even infants to him 
that he might touch them. And when the disciples saw it, 
they rebuked them. But Jesus called them to him, 
saying, “Let the children come to me, and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of God.” 
 
Who baptizes? 

Pastor.  We are not better than anybody else.  Rather, God 
has ordered His church this way, and we serve in a role on 
behalf of the congregation. 
 
1 Corinthians 4:1 Pastors are “servants of Christ 

and stewards of the mysteries of God.” 

Believer.  If there is no ability to contact a pastor, death is imminent, and there is a desire to share God’s 
gift of baptism, a believer should baptize.   

If a baptism is done by a believer, the family should contact their pastor.  He is the leader of the 
community, but also this way the rest of the congregation may rejoice at God’s gift of baptism to 
another person.   

 
Baptism in public vs. private 

Baptisms typically are done publicly, during corporate worship.  This allows the congregation to witness 
the baptism, pray for the baptized, and celebrate what God has done.   
  
Baptisms can certainly be done privately.  Privately involves the pastor, baptized person, and a few 
witnesses to be present.  There are various reasons for a private baptism, please talk with one of the 
pastors to discuss further if needed. 
 
Sponsors 

▪ Witness the baptism 
▪ Pray for baptized 
▪ Support person in ongoing Christian instruction and nurture 
▪ Encourage them to be in God’s Word and receive the Lord’s Supper 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

▪ Have you ever witnessed a baptism?  

How would you describe it? 

 

▪ Why do you think some might struggle 

to understand baptism? 

 

▪ How do you think being baptized might 

influence someone’s life? 

 

▪ Why might being baptized provide 

someone comfort during their life?  

Upon death? 

 

▪ How would you feel if you were a 

baptismal sponsor for someone?  Why? 

 

▪ Most people celebrate their birthday 

every year.  How might someone 

celebrate their baptismal birthday? 



Baptism is only necessary once 

Efficacious: powerful, produces desired result 
 

How might we remember our baptism? 

▪ Daily 
▪ With words of Invocation 
▪ In our prayers 
▪ As we confess the creed 
▪ When we witness other baptisms 
▪ In hearing preaching 
▪ When see water 

 

COMMON QUESTIONS ABOUT BAPTISM 

 
Can you be saved if you’re not baptized? 

YES.  Only unbelief condemns 
Luke 23:39-43 

BUT, if it is at all possible, do not delay baptizing  
 
Can you be baptized and be eternally lost? 

Yes.  Those who reject God’s promises and die in unbelief have abandoned baptism and don’t receive its 
gifts 

1 Timothy 4:1 “Now the Spirit expressly says that in later times some will depart from the faith by 

devoting themselves to deceitful spirits and teachings of demons…” 

 
But take comfort in the fact that God is the One who knows hearts.  He knows whether or not a person 
truly has faith or not.  And God is a God of love who desires all people to be saved. 
 

What if you’re not sure you’re baptized? 

Talk with a pastor.  Try to find records, pictures, etc.  And at the end of all that, then a baptism may be 
necessary. 

What about baptism of the dead? 

We do not baptize  the dead.   
 
Rather, we trust that God already has them in His grip and we remember that God can save even if they 
have not been baptized 
 


