
What We Believe 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 

 
Worship 

For Starters: Discuss the following at your table: 

1. How many times/month would you consider to be “regular church attendance?” In other words, if 

someone says, “I worship regularly at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church,” how often should that be? 

2. What are some reasons that people do not come to worship? 

3. What are some misconceptions people have about worship? 

4. Why do pastors get concerned when people are absent from worship for a long time? 

Worship in General 

When we worship God, we gather together to: 

 1.  Receive His gifts of Word and      . 

 2.  Respond to His gifts with thanks and     . 

 3.  Pray with and for one another. 

Worship of God can take place just about anywhere, but we follow the tradition of gathering together at 

specific times and in a specific place to worship God with one another. 

In the Old Testament, the day to worship God (Sabbath Day) was      , the day on 

which God “rested” when He was creating the world. The idea is that we would not only “rest” on the Sabbath 

Day, but use that time to focus on our relationship with God. 

In the New Testament, Christians changed the day they worshipped God to     , 

because this is the day that Christ rose from the dead. 

Worship of God can take place on any day. It does not have to be on a Sunday. 



Each weekend at St. Paul’s, we have worship services on Saturdays at    p.m. and Sundays at  

  ,   , and two services at     a.m. 

The name of the hymnal we use at St. Paul’s is L    S    B    

At St. Paul’s, we receive the Lord’s Supper on the first and third Sundays in the      

services. On the second and fourth Sundays, we receive the Lord’s Supper in the      

services (in the gym). On a fifth Sunday of the month, we receive the Lord’s Supper in all worship services. 

Also, for special festival services, we have the Lord’s Supper in all services. 

We have five orders of service in our hymnal that are called “Divine Service.” As Lutherans, we believe that in 

the Divine (God) Service, it is     who is serving    by blessing us with His gifts of Word 

and Sacrament. 

In addition to the Divine Services, we also have a worship service called “The Office of    .” It is 

a simple service of morning prayer and does not include the Lord’s Supper. We often use this order of service 

on the second Sunday of the month in the sanctuary services. 

Why does the pastor turn and fact the altar during parts of the service and then turn and face the people at 

other parts of the service? 

 Sacramental parts of the service – the pastor is turned toward the people and is communicating from 

God to the people. For example, announcing the forgiveness of sins from God to the people. 

 Sacrificial parts of the service – the pastor has his back towards the people and is facing the altar, 

speaking with or for the people to God. For example, praying or confessing sins. 

 

Parts of the Divine Service (follow along in the printed bulletin): 

Many of the things we say during worship are direct, or very nearly-direct quotes from the Bible. 

Invocation – In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. In the invocation, we are “calling 

upon” God (the Triune God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) to be present and to bless us in our worship. 

Confession -     our sin(s) to God. 

Absolution – the      of the forgiveness of sins by the pastor to the people. It is to be 

believed just as certainly as if Christ were standing in front of us Himself telling us our sins are forgiven. 

Collect of the Day – a short      that “collects” or voices the main idea of the Gospel 

lesson for that day. 

Scripture Readings: There are usually three readings from the Bible – one from the Old Testament, one from 

an Epistle, and one from one of the four Gospel books. 

At St. Paul’s, like many Lutheran churches, we follow assigned Scripture readings for each Sunday and other 

days like Thanksgiving, Christmas, etc. These assigned Scripture readings go in a three-year cycle. So, each 

three years, you will hear the same Scripture lessons for the Old Testament, Epistle, and Gospel. 



Sermon: The portion of the service where the pastor preaches, or 

proclaims the Word of God. The pastor will usually base his sermon on 

one of the three Scripture lessons being used in church that day. 

Creed: A statement of what we believe. It comes from the Latin word 

credo, meaning “I believe.” We normally say the Nicene Creed if we are 

receiving the Lord’s Supper in that worship service. In all other services, 

we say the Apostles Creed. Once a year, on Trinity Sunday, we say the 

Athanasian Creed. 

Offering: We give back for God’s use a portion of the money that He has 

granted to us. 

Prayer of the Church: This is usually the longest prayer in the church 

service. In it, we pray for those who are ill or facing surgery, those who 

mourn after someone has died, those who were recently married, those 

who were blessed with the gift of a child, and those who are celebrating 

wedding anniversaries. We also pray for our government leaders, for 

missionaries around the world, and for many different items. 

Words of Our Lord: The pastor consecrates, or sets apart, the bread and 

wine for God’s special use in the Lord’s Supper. The pastor repeats the 

words that Christ spoke as He instituted the Lord’s Supper, promising His 

disciples that with the bread and the wine, they were also receiving His 

body and blood, along with the forgiveness of their sins. Read these 

words in Matthew 26:26-28. 

Lord’s Prayer: The chief prayer of the church, taught to the disciples by Christ Himself. 

Agnus Dei – Latin for “Lamb      .” We sing this just before we come forward to the altar to 

receive the Lord’s Supper where we receive the body and blood of the Lamb of God, Who takes away the sin 

of the world. 

Benediction – Latin for “The Lord    you.”  Read Numbers 6:22-27 to find the “benediction” that God 

commanded Moses to tell Aaron and his sons to say to God’s people. This is sometimes called the Aaronic 

Benediction. 

Engage in discussion at your tables using the questions in the blue box above. 

 

A Field Trip: Parts of the Church: 

Go into the church and Identify each of these items in terms of their location in the church and what they are 

used for in the service. 

Sanctuary –  

 

Altar –  

1. What is your personal 
favorite part of the 
worship service and 
why? 

2. Do you have a favorite 
Sunday or Festival Day 
service during the 
year? If so, which one 
and why? 

3. Do you have a favorite 
hymn(s)? What makes 
it so for you? 

4. What is the most 
beautiful church 
sanctuary you have 
ever seen in-person? 

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 



Chancel -  

 

Baptismal font –  

 

Nave –  

 

Lectern –  

 

Pulpit –  

 

Sacristy –  

 

Vestry –  

 

Why do we use candles in worship? 

 

 

What is the purpose of stained glass windows? 

 

What do you think it means to just be going through the motions when it comes to worship? 

What do you think God meant in Isaiah 29:13, when He said: “… this people draw near with their mouth 

    and honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me… ? 

Lutheran worship is built on the twin pillars of: 

1.       

2.       (Baptism and Lord’s Supper) 

 



The Christian Church Year 

The church year calendar is different from the 

January-December calendar that the world follows. 

It is events in the life of Christ that determine the 

church year calendar, especially Christmas and 

Easter. 

Colors of the Church Year: 

Blue –  

White –  

Green –  

Purple –  

Black –  

Red -  

The Christian church year begins with the first Sunday in Advent – four Sundays before Christmas. In Advent, 

which means “coming,” we focus on three different types of Christ’s coming: 

1) His birth at Bethlehem 

2) His present-day coming to us in Word and Sacrament 

3) His coming on the last day to judge between the living and the dead. 

At Christmas, we celebrate           . Christmas is 

always on December   . 

On Epiphany, which is always January    we remember the coming of the Magi (Wise Men) to 

worship Jesus. Read the account of this visit in Matthew 2:1-12 and answer the following questions: 

1) How many Magi were there? 

2) Did the Magi find Christ in the manger (see esp. v. 11)? 

3) Do we know where the Magi came from? 

The word Epiphany means to make known and on Epiphany we celebrate the fact that God used a star to 

“make known” the birth of Jesus to Gentiles – the Magi. 

Following January 6, the Day of Epiphany, there is a season of Epiphany (usually about 5 weeks) and the 

Gospel readings focus on Jesus being “made known” as the Savior (through the voice of the Father at His 

Baptism, miracles He does, etc.).  

The season of Epiphany ends with the ultimate “making known” of Jesus at His transfiguration. Read about the 

Transfiguration of Jesus in Matthew 17:1-8 and answer these questions: 

1) Who went up on the mountain with Jesus? 

2) What happened to Jesus’ appearance? 

3) How did the Father “make known” His Son? 



Easter is the day we celebrate         . 

Prior to Easter, we have a 40-day period (not including Sundays) called    . 

This 40-day period begins with          . This day is named because 

of the Bible passage:  

“By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread, till you return to the ground, for out of it you were 

taken; for you are dust, and to dust you shall return” (Genesis 3:19). 

The “ashes” remind us of the dust to which we will all return one day when we die. Death was the penalty and 

the result of Adam and Eve’s sin in the Garden of Eden. We remember on Ash Wednesday, and throughout 

Lent, that it was our sins that made it necessary for Christ to come and die on the cross in our place. So, Lent is 

a somber time and the church never utters the word “Alleluia” in worship. 

On Ash Wednesday, many churches, including St. Paul’s, will practice the tracing of a cross on the forehead of 

people who come forward, using ashes to make the sign of the cross. 

The final week in Lent is called “Holy Week” and it includes: 

Palm Sunday -  

Maundy Thursday -  

Good Friday – 

Ascension occurs 40 days after Easter (always a Thursday) and commemorates Christ’s Ascension to heaven 
where He is seated at the right hand of the Father. See Acts 1. 

Pentecost is 10 days after Ascension (50 days after Easter) and commemorates the miraculous, extra-ordinary 
coming of the Holy Spirit to the early Christian Church assembled in Jerusalem to celebrate the Old Testament 
festival of Pentecost. See Acts 2. 

Reformation – October 31 – Commemorates Luther nailing up 95 Theses (statements) on the door of the 
Castle Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517. These were statements he wanted to debate with anyone. 

All Saints – November 1 – Remembers with thanksgiving all the “saints” (all Christians) who have died and are 
now “with the Lord.” At St. Paul’s, we especially remember those who have died in the past year. 

 


