
What We Believe Class—Fall 2021 Week 2 

Review from Last Week: 

God—Triune (three persons, one God), Almighty, Eternal 

Grace—is the undeserved and unconditional love and relationship with God that is brought to you 

through God’s actions on your behalf; as a gift it is brought freely to you by faith.   

Mercy—is God’s compassion in withholding the justly deserved punishment for our sin.   

Sin—"Missing the mark”, going against God’s expressed will and desire for us.   

Original Sin—The guilt and depravity that all human beings possess as part of the fallen nature which 

was passed down on to all people after the Fall of Adam and Eve 

Actual Sin— Any sinful deed, word, thought, or intention is called 

So how do these things relate to you? 

God’s grace and mercy is not all about you, it is for you they are about the love and the forgiveness that 

God extends to you.  It is all about God.   here is no “Divine scoreboard” in which if you get enough 

tallies in the good department God says you are good enough for 

salvation.   

Our “worthiness” before God is not determined by what we can 

contribute or earn.  It is not even based on what we do or don’t do 

or who we are on the inside.  Our value is on who is, what God 

does, and who He says we are because of Jesus.   

We messed up the whole perfect creation thing with 

sin, but God showed us His mercy in that He 

immediately promised that he would send a Savior.  

“The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, 

cursed are you above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, and dust you shall eat all the days of 

your life. I will put enmity between you and the woman, and 

between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, 

and you shall bruise his heel.”” (Genesis 3:14–15, ESV)  

God’s Plan 

Even after we disobeyed God, He immediately promised to us a 

Savior, one who would come to conquer sin, death, and the devil.   

Discussion Questions 

What is something in our culture that 

frustrates you? 

How have you heard Jesus described by 

others? 

Was there anything from last week that 

was surprising or new?  

Who is someone you consider an 

impactful influence on your life? 

What is a hobby or a passion that you 

greatly enjoy? 



If we did not sin, if we did not have the guilt and stain of sin in our life, we would not need a savior.  Yet, 

we believe as we talked about last week that all have sinned and all fall short of the glory of God.  Even 

those people would we see as “good” do not meet the standard of good that is from God.   

God has expectations for us, he has revealed these expectations in what is called The Law.   

The Law of God has three distinct roles in our lives  

1. The first use of the Law is that it serves as a Curb:  It curbs the sinful behavior we exhibit in our 

lives through restraining our sinful behavior in society.  live.  shows us what in our own lives we 

do that does not meet God’s will for us.   

2. The second use of the Law is that it serves as a Mirror:  It shows us our own sin in our lives and 

our need for a savior.   

3. The third use of the Law is that it serves as a Guide:  It guides those who follow it in the 

instruction and the will of God.   

The Law is God’s words of command, what His will for His creation is, it is perfect and because we are 

not perfect humans an unable to fulfill its demands 

“For whoever keeps the whole law but fails in one point has become guilty of all of it.” (James 2:10, ESV)  

This is the reason that God’s grace is so important, we need a savior.   

We need someone to be perfect in our place, to keep the Law of God in its entirety for us because we 

could never do it ourselves.   

God promised that He would send someone to redeem, to save the people of God, save those who trust 

in God, someone anointed for the specific task of saving God’s people from their sins.   

“Truth is lacking, and he who departs from evil makes himself a prey. The LORD saw it, and it displeased 

him that there was no justice.” (Isaiah 59:15, ESV)  

““And a Redeemer will come to Zion, to those in Jacob who turn from transgression,” declares the LORD. 

“And as for me, this is my covenant with them,” says the LORD: “My Spirit that is upon you, and my words 

that I have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your mouth, or out of the mouth of your offspring, 

or out of the mouth of your children’s offspring,” says the LORD, “from this time forth and forevermore.”” 

(Isaiah 59:20–21, ESV)  

This Messiah, this Christ, this Savior is who we believe Jesus is.   

“Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say 

that the Son of Man is?” And they said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others 

Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, 

“You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.”” (Matthew 16:13–16, ESV)  

One fundamental aspect of our faith is knowing what it means that that Jesus is the Christ. 



What We Believe Class—Fall 2021, Week 2 
(Session 2) 
When we say that Jesus is the Christ (Jesus Christ), we confess to believe that Jesus 

is the promise anointed one of God.  Both the word s “Christ” and “Messiah” mean 

Anointed one”.   

In the face of our sinful ways, in the reality of death our hope is in Jesus being the Christ.   

Was born as our savior, born just as all humans are born.  But he was not conceived in the same way 

you or I were conceived.   

Matthew 1:18–25 (ESV)  
18 Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in this way. When his mother Mary had been betrothed to Joseph, before they came together she 

was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19 And her husband Joseph, being a just man and unwilling to put her to shame, resolved to 
divorce her quietly. 20 But as he considered these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of David, 
do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. 21 She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.” 22 All this took place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet:  
 23  “Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,  

and they shall call his name Immanuel”  
(which means, God with us). 24 When Joseph woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the Lord commanded him: he took his wife, 25 but knew her 
not until she had given birth to a son. And he called his name Jesus.  

We believe that Jesus is at the same time: 

 Truly 100% Man 

 Truly 100% God 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the 

beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made. In him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the 

darkness has not overcome it.” (John 1:1–5, ESV)  

“And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son 

from the Father, full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of 

whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he was before me.’ ”) For from his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was given through Moses; grace and truth 

came through Jesus Christ.” (John 1:14–17, ESV)  

Two Natures in Christ: Divine (God) and Human (Man) 

Divine – John 1:1-2, 14 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the 

beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that 

was made… 14 And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 

the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

Human – 1 Timothy 2:5-6 



5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who 

gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time. 

Because Jesus is 100% man, He has true human features, human emotions, and human experiences. 

“In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This was the first registration 

when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from 

Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house and 

lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for 

her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because 

there was no place for them in the inn. And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their 

flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled 

with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the 

people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will 

find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.”” (Luke 2:1–12, ESV)  

“Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my 

brother would not have died.” When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her also weeping, he was deeply 

moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. And he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” Jesus 

wept.” (John 11:32–35, ESV)  

Why did Jesus have to be true man?   

“But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, born of woman, born under the law, to 

redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons.” (Galatians 4:4–5, 

ESV)  

Jesus had to be true man to act in our place under the Law and fulfill it.  The very thing we could never 

do.  Jesus had to suffer and die in our place, on our behalf, for our guilt.   

It is through this death and in His resurrection on Easter Sunday that those who trust in Jesus are no 

longer cut off or separated from God, but are fully and entirely reconciled to God.  Credited with the 

righteousness, given the relationship with God we should have lost forever in our sin.   

Jesus becoming Human is the ultimate example of humility.  That the Almighty, Eternal, and one true 

God would die for poor and broken people to bring them back to him is the ultimate sacrifice.   

State of Humiliation–did not always make full use of divine powers (voluntarily humbled Himself and 

became obedient unto death) 

1) Conceived by the Holy Spirit 

2) Born of the Virgin Mary 

3) Suffered under Pontius Pilate 

4) Crucified 

5) Died 

6) Buried 

 

 


