
What We Believe Class—Fall 2020, Week 1 

Who is God?  What can anyone know about God?  What does God expect?  Does God care about me 

or even have a plan for my life?  These questions have been asked by people in every culture, in every 

language, across all generations in the course of human history.   

As Christians, one of the first things we believe is that the questions are answered in 

the true God who reveals himself to us, and calls us to believe in Him and what He 

has done for us.   

We believe that there are two types of knowledge when it comes to how God reveals himself to us.. 

▪ There is the Natural Knowledge of God—The information about God from a source other than 

Holy Scripture or God’s direct revelation.  What we observe about God, without any help from 

Him.   

▪ There is also the Revealed Knowledge of God—The knowledge of God that is not gained from 

observation, but is revealed directly by God.  Jesus Christ and the Bible as the Word of God are 

the main ways God reveals who He is and what this means to us.   

The Bible serves not just as a book about God, but is also God’s direct communication of himself in 

history.   

So what does the Bible tell us about God?   

God is one divine essence who is eternal, creator of the world, of infinite power, wisdom, and 

goodness.  The only God. 

Genesis 1:1–2 (ESV) “ 

“In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 
2 The earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face 

of the deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the 

waters.”  

Deuteronomy 6:4 (ESV)  

“Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”  

 

1 Corinthians 8:4 (ESV)  

“Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know that 

“an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.”  

 

Discussion 
Questions 

▪ What is your religious or 

church background?  (Table 

Hosts share first) 

▪ What brought you to St. 

Paul’s? 

▪ How has Covid-19 impacted 

your life? 

▪ What have you enjoyed 

thus far about St. Paul’s? 

▪ What is your favorite thing 

to do with your free time? 

 

 



Nehemiah 9:6 (ESV)  

“You are the LORD, you alone. You have made heaven, the heaven of heavens, with all their 

host, the earth and all that is on it, the seas and all that is in them; and you preserve all of 

them; and the host of heaven worships you.”  

 

Psalm 33:8–9 (ESV) 

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of him!  9 For he 
spoke, and it came to be; he commanded, and it stood firm.  

The Bible tells us God is Three Distinct Persons.  God the Father, God the Son, and 

God the Holy Spirit.  One God, Three Persons.   

This is what Christians call the Trinity.   

“And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, the heavens were 

opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and coming to rest on him; and 

behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”” (Matthew 

3:16–17, ESV)  

“And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go 

therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and 

of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you 

always, to the end of the age.”” (Matthew 28:18–20, ESV)  

 

What do we mean by three persons?   

Person—“That which subsists of itself”  The three persons 

of the Trinity are real and distinct from one another, yet at 

the same time are of one divine essence.   

 

Christians believe that God reveals two truths about His 

nature: there is only one God, but that one God exists in 

three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

 



What We Believe Class—Fall 2020, Week 1 
(session 2) 
What does God say about you?  How does God view you?  Why does it matter for us to know who 

God is and what He has done? 

Christians believe that man is created by God, and that in the beginning man (Adam 

and Eve) were made perfect by God and willfully disobeyed the command of God in 

the Garden of Eden, this brought sin guilt, and depravity to all humanity.  This is 

called The Fall of Man.   

“Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death through sin, and so death spread 

to all men because all sinned—” (Romans 5:12, ESV)  

“for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,” (Romans 3:23, ESV)  

The guilt and depravity that all human beings possess as part of the fallen nature which was passed 

down on to all people after the Fall of Adam and Eve is called—Original Sin 

Any sinful deed, word, thought, or intention is called—Actual Sin 

“What then? Are we Jews any better off? No, not at all. For we have already charged that all, both Jews 

and Greeks, are under sin, as it is written: “None is righteous, no, not one; no one understands; no one 

seeks for God. All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no one does good, not even 

one.”” (Romans 3:9–12, ESV)  

Yet, sin is not where our relationship with God gets defined.  Sin is terrible, Sin is painful, Sin should 

completely separate us from God and yet because of God’s action it does not.   

Christians know that all people have sinned and fall short of God’s standards for us, 

Christians know that based on what we have done God should want nothing to do 

with us.  However, the Good News of the Gospel is that God not only wants a 

relationship with us, but God himself brings that relationship to us.  God through 

great sacrifice makes that relationship possible.   

As a Lutheran church, we believe God does all the work in taking poor miserable sinners, forgiving 

their sins, and bringing them to believe in Him.  We believe that God Does this through the mercy and 

grace he showed to us through His only Son Jesus Christ (more of this next week).   

 

Mercy—is God’s compassion in withholding the justly deserved punishment for our sin.   



Grace—is the undeserved and unconditional love and relationship with God that is brought to you 

through God’s actions on your behalf; as a gift it is brought freely to you by faith.   

God’s grace for you is seen most clearly in the generosity of Jesus Christ, the work 

Jesus did on the cross The generosity God showed to you in forgiving your sins 

through his Son Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection.  

“the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no distinction: for 

all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, and are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus….For we hold that one is justified by faith apart from works of the law.”  

(Romans 3:22–24, 28 ESV) 

“For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for a 

righteous person—though perhaps for a good person one would dare even to die— but God shows his 

love for us in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. Since, therefore, we have now been 

justified by his blood, much more shall we be saved by him from the wrath of God. For if while we were 

enemies we were reconciled to God by the death of his Son, much more, now that we are reconciled, 

shall we be saved by his life. More than that, we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

through whom we have now received reconciliation.” (Romans 5:6–11, ESV)  

“For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not 

a result of works, so that no one may boast.” (Ephesians 2:8–9, ESV)  

““For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish 

but have eternal life.” (John 3:16, ESV)  
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