
PER SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
SaMSOn

Pray for the guidance of the Holy Spirit that He will give you 
understanding as you read Judges, Chapters 13 to 16.

1. From your notes, what lesson did you learn from Gideon that you will apply to your life?

2. What does it appear that Gideon was conscious of at all times?

Judges 13
3. Describe the situation in Israel at this time.

4. What wondrous event is foretold that God often seems to use in the deliverance of His people?

 Of whom are we reminded? (Isaiah 7:14)

5. What was to be unusual about the way Samson was raised?

6. What was the destiny of this child? Of whom are we reminded?

7. Dealing with the angel, Manoah and his wife knew they had a close relationship with God. How did they feel 
about this? (Judges 13:22)

8. What clue do you get from verse 25 that would indicate why the writer to the Hebrews would include 
Samson among the heroes of faith? (Hebrews 11:32)

Judges 14
9. What was the weakness in the strong man Samson?

10. What unusual fact is revealed to us in Judges 14:4 concerning the Lord?

11. As Samson and his parents traveled to meet the woman of his heart, describe what happened. Keep this in 
mind because of something that will happen afterwards (note Judges 14:8).
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12. What did Samson propose at the wedding to create some entertainment?

 How did the people at the wedding finally discover his secret?

13. What was the prize to the winner and how did Samson pay the price?

 Remember this was part of God’s plan to weaken and gradually defeat the Philistines.

Judges 15:1–8
14. It is evident that Samson did not live continually with his wife, but when he went to be with her, her father 

denied him the right. From what happened in the previous chapter, could you give the reason why he would 
deny him?

15. How did Samson, as God’s agent, vent his anger on the Philistines?

16. From verses 6–8, tell what happened to Samson’s wife and what Samson did with the help of the Lord.

17. While Samson excelled in physical strength, by now we realize he was lacking in spiritual strength. What 
do each of the following passages tell you about this?

 Ephesians 6:10–11

 1 Corinthians 16:13

 Colossians 1:11

 2 Timothy 2:1

Judges 15:9–20
18. Describe what happened when the armies of the Philistines encamped against the Israelites. What did they 

propose to do?

 Under what circumstances did Samson allow this?

 What was the result?

 How did God give Samson a drink?
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Judges 16
19. This chapter brings us to the well-known story of Samson and his relationship with Delilah. Relate the story 

and give as many details as you can find about each of the characters. Describe the death of Samson and 
the summary of Samson’s life found in Judges 16:30.

20. What have you learned for your life from Samson’s life?
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SA MSO N – A V ICTOR IO US EN DI NG
In order to satisfy spouse or parents, many people go through the act of 
becoming a member of the church, but never really have any intention 
of giving themselves wholly to Jesus, the Lord of the Church, so that He 
may completely control their lives. It is to this concept that the life of 
Samson points.

I must confess that when I began the study of the Great People of the Old 
Testament, I was anticipating the time when I could write about Samson. 
Samson is a man of real contrasts, a man in whom two forces, which are 
found in each of us, are so prominent. On one hand, there is the will to 
please God because His Spirit is at work in us, and on the other hand, 
there is still our sinful nature through which the devil would love to grab 
hold of us. There is this constant battle going on in each of us: the desire 
to do the right thing, and that hidden drive which craves to do the wrong 
thing. There is the strength in us that comes from God and the weakness 
that is in our sinful nature. To summarize, both are trying to gain the 
upper hand:

There is the desire to serve God and there is the lust for sin.

There is the loving God and the destroying Satan, both attempting 
to control us (Romans 7:15–25).

We believe in the devil because we believe in Jesus Christ with all our 
hearts as our Lord and Savior, and we know that He believed in the devil. 

The overall lesson we want to learn from the life of 
Samson is how the spiritual life can overcome all the 

forces of evil, and in the end gain the victory.

GREAT PEOPLE
o f  t h e  o l d  t e s t a m e n t
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He spoke of him frequently (Matt. 25:41; Luke 8:12; 
John 8:44). Jesus was tempted by the devil; He had 
to fight him continually. He was ridiculed by the 
devil, accused by the devil, and finally crucified by 
the devil’s followers. Among other things, it was the 
purpose of His life here on earth to defeat the devil, 
so that the devil would not be able to control our lives 
(1 John 3:8; Hebrews 2:14). Through the strength 
that we, by faith, receive from Jesus, we will be able 
to resist the temptations that the devil directs at us 
(James 4:7; Eph. 6:11; 1 Peter 5:8–9). Thus, we are 
able to win the ultimate victory, so we can be “more 
than conquerors through him who loved us” and gave 
Himself for us (Rom. 8:37; 1 Cor. 15:57).

The overall lesson we want to learn from the life of 
Samson is how the spiritual life can overcome all 
the forces of evil, and in the end gain the victory. 
This lesson comes through to us in a subtle way. It 
certainly is visible as we study the life of this unusual 
man, the strong man of the Bible. Perhaps you 
remember as a child going to the circus where they 
often had a sideshow featuring the strong man who 
could bend iron pipes and straighten horseshoes. This 
is a picture to us of Samson.

SA MSO N ’S B I RT H A N NO U NCED 
JUdGES 13:1–7
It is interesting to note that Samson’s birth was a 
wondrous surprise, as was the case in the births of 
a number of the great people who had vital roles to 
play in God’s plan for the salvation of the world. All 
this proves God’s hand in working out the details of 
His plan for us, according to His blueprint. At this 
stage, the people of Israel were being oppressed by 
the Philistines because, once again, Israel had done 
evil in the sight of the Lord.

The people were truly depressed and begged God for 
deliverance from their enemies. God, knowing that 
they must be delivered for His purpose of salvation, 
very carefully prepared this deliverance in the person 
of Samson. Even as God made His people wait for full 
salvation in the Savior, so the people of Israel had to 

wait on God’s perfect timing before Samson would be 
able to destroy the power of the Philistines.

Observe that an angel visited the mother of Samson, 
who was barren, to tell her that she would now 
have a son. We at once think of the circumstances 
attending the birth of Samuel years later, and even of 
our Savior, the Virgin Birth announced by the angel 
Gabriel. Thus, God made possible the birth of Samson 
who had an important role to fill in His plans.

But let us not think that this is an unusual 
occurrence. God has given birth to each one of us, 
too, because we each have a role to fulfill. Our role in 
life may not be like that of Samson, but in God’s eyes, 
each of us is important for the working of His plan. 
There is something we are appointed to do which 
will be helpful in God’s beautiful world. Of course, we 
will not be able to fulfill our role if we do not have a 
relationship with Him, which is possible only through 
our faith in His Son, Jesus Christ.

From the very outset, God indicated to Samson’s 
parents that their son was designated for a great 
task and needed to be “dedicated to the Lord.” There 
were the external signs of this special dedication; 
his hair should never be cut, and he should never be 
allowed to drink any strong drink. But these were 
the mere external signs of his dedication, and were 
accompanied by spiritual preparation. His parents, 
who were God-fearing people, instructed him in 
the ways of the Lord, and surely explained to him 
the great promise God had made concerning the 
salvation of His people.

We pray that you have been dedicated to the Lord. 
This means in external matters, you are going to 
be different. It does not mean you need to have 
long hair but you are going to let your light shine so 
that your good works will be seen and glorify your 
Father in heaven (Matt. 5:16; 1 Peter 2:12). In order 
to assure this may be possible, there also must be 
spiritual preparation.
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We are told that the Spirit of the Lord began to stir 
within Samson (Judges 12:25). It is not enough 
that we try to do the right thing. The Spirit of the 
Lord has to stir in us, to motivate and move us to 
do the will of God. God’s Spirit reminds us what 
the love of God has done for us, especially in 
sending His Son into the world as our Savior.

In Judges 13, there is other information regarding 
the birth of Samson recorded. You can read this 
for yourself.

SA MSO N ’S FI R ST CON TACT 
W I T H T H E PH I LIST I N ES 
JUdGES 14:1–4
Even with all his God-given spiritual endowments, 
as well as the guidance his godly parents were 
attempting to give him, Samson still had within 
him a sinful nature which was struggling to gain 
control of him.

Samson, like every one of us, had his weaknesses. 
His biggest weakness was his lust for ungodly 
women. His parents had warned him about this 
danger. They had pleaded with him to choose 
a godly woman of their own people who would 
be a real blessing to him, an inspiration, and a 
great help in his important venture. But his sinful 
nature would not heed their guidance. It was 
this weakness that finally caused the undoing of 
Samson, who had such a potential for greatness.

First, there was his desire for a Philistine woman. 
He asked his parents to get her for his wife, 
because those things were arranged by the 
parents. They objected. The Bible states that they 
did not know it was God’s way of using Samson 
against the Philistines.

God can use the wicked ways of men to 
accomplish His purposes. Samson was to deliver 
his people from the Philistines, and because of his 
weakness, he was probably brought into closer 
contact with the Philistines than if he had listened 

to his parents and married a fine Jewish maiden. 
This is not said to justify Samson’s acts.

SA MSON ’S FI R ST M A R R I AGE 
JUdGES 14:5–20
These verses reveal much about Samson. We see 
his fearlessness in which he dealt with the lion, 
the ingenious way in which he directed attention 
to himself at the wedding by proposing the riddle 
and the demand for loyalty, which he expected 
of his wife but did not receive. Samson realized 
he had a role to play in God’s deliverance of his 
people and that this would require the death of 
many Philistines.

There is no difficulty for us in the riddle he 
proposed because we know what had happened. 
It is interesting that he calls his wife a “heifer.” 
We surely do not condone the things Samson did. 
But these things are recorded that we might see 
the mighty acts of strength by which Samson 
destroyed so many of the enemy. In his weakness, 
Samson had strength, for the Spirit of the Lord 
came upon him, and with the Spirit’s aid, he was 
able to defeat these enemies.

We are helpless before the onslaughts of Satan. 
We can easily fall before the many temptations he 
places in our way. It is obvious these temptations 
are intensifying as we observe all around us the 
world’s moral indecency. It is a struggle to remain 
pure and chaste. But when the Spirit of the Lord 
dwells within us, and He does if we, by faith, have 
taken the Lord Jesus into our hearts as our Savior, 
then His strength will help us to overcome our 
weaknesses. If we think we can win this victory 
by our own strength, we are mistaken, but with 
God’s strength, we can be victorious (Phil. 4:13; 
John 15:5; 2 Cor. 12:9).

There are a few things we need to remember. 
As long as Christ is within us, the devil is on the 
outside. As long as you meet the devil, and you 
sense his temptations as they come at you, you 
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know you are not going his way. It is only 
when you do not meet him anymore and are 
no longer aware of his temptations that you 
need to stop and check the direction your life 
is taking. It all comes down to this; following 
the devil means abandoning God. This does 
not happen overnight. If you are concerned 
you have given way to the devil, it’s a good 
sign. In faith, may you find strength to 
overcome spiritually.

SA MSON ’S N EW CON FRON TAT ION 
JUdGES 15:1–8
Samson is not ready to abandon his own 
people and so he commuted from his home 
to his wife’s home only to discover she had 
been given to another in his absence. This 
again aroused in Samson the realization that 
the Philistines were not his people and they 
needed to be destroyed because of what 
they were doing to his people. With another 
great act of strength, Samson wrought havoc 
among the Philistines, an act that today would 
certainly bring a storm of protest from all who 
love animals. This in turn resulted in the death 
of his wife and her family and in turn provoked 
in Samson the need to destroy the Philistines 
who were now his avowed enemies.

A NOT H ER ON E-M A N A SSAU LT 
JUdGES 15:9–20
Because the Philistines were a mighty nation 
who had subjugated the Israelites, they 
knew they would have to deal with Samson’s 
attacks. The entire Philistine army had 
invaded the land of Israel and camped there. 
This caused great concern among Israel, for 
they were in no way able to meet this mighty 
force, and they blamed Samson for getting 
them into this difficult situation. Not realizing 

that God was trying to deliver them from the 
Philistines (even though they prayed for Him 
to do so), they were ready to deliver Samson 
into the hands of their enemies, knowing he 
would surely be put to death.

They bound Samson with two new cords to 
deliver him to the Philistines, but the Spirit 
of the Lord came upon Samson and he broke 
the cords as though they were nothing. Then, 
using the jawbone of an ass, Samson killed a 
thousand of the enemy.

Afterward, Samson was thirsty and God, in 
a miraculous way, provided refreshment. We 
cannot but draw a comparison to how weary 
we become at times in the battle that we, as 
God’s children, wage against the forces of 
evil. However, we know God always provides 
for us the water of life in Jesus. As a result, 
we are able to go on.

SA MSON A N D DELI L A H 
JUdGES 16:1–20
We will not spend much time on Samson’s 
relationship with Delilah because Hollywood 
has done such a “good” job in telling us 
the story. It has a natural appeal for worldly 
people with Delilah being a prostitute and 
Samson being who he was.

We observe the terrible deception Delilah 
perpetrated upon Samson at the behest of 
her people to discover the secret of Samson’s 
strength. As a result, Samson was shorn of his 
strength as Delilah arranged for the cutting of 
his hair. This act was symbolic of the fact that 
Samson had, for the moment, cut himself off 
from the Lord and His helpful blessing.
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SA MSO N I N DEFE AT 
JUdGES 16:21–25
In his weakness, Samson was captured by the 
Philistines. This time there was no escape because 
he had willfully disobeyed the Lord. His enemies 
tried to make sure he would never harass them 
again; they blinded Samson and cast him into 
a prison cell, a helpless man. We can apply this 
plight of Samson to what could happen to those 
who turn from the Lord.

The Bible makes note of the fact that Samson’s 
hair began to grow again, indicating to us there 
was a chance for Samson to return to the Lord. 
God is a God of grace and mercy, slow to anger 
and loving with tender compassion.

For the Philistines this was a time for celebration. 
They arranged a festival day at the main temple to 
their god, Dagon, where they intended to ridicule 
the God of the Israelites who could not protect 
Samson against their might. To heighten the 
excitement of their celebration, they decided to 
bring Samson into the temple for all to see. This 
once majestic hero was now blind and bound as a 
slave with the dust of the flourmill covering him. 
And so it goes with God’s children when they turn 
from Him.

SA MSO N I N FI NA L V ICTORY 
JUdGES 16:26–31
Praise the Lord, Samson repented! He turned to the 
Lord in his extremity and the Lord did not forsake 
him for the Lord still had a task for him. His people 
were not yet rescued and the promise of salvation 
was in jeopardy until that rescue was complete.

The temple of Dagon was filled with thousands of 
Philistines. So great was the throng they even sat 
on the roof to get some idea of what was going 
on. Into this throng, Samson was brought. He then 
prayed to the Lord again in faith and received 
from Him once again the strength to bring about 
the final crushing blow that would destroy the 
Philistines. Samson caused the collapse of the 
huge temple, which meant all within and without 
were killed or crippled, including all the important 
people in the kingdom. Of course, Samson also 
died, but in his death, he actually killed more of 
his enemies than he had killed in his lifetime. God 
had given him the victory, the Philistine nation was 
crushed and God’s people were liberated and free 
to be His people.

CONCLUSION

“And we know that for those who love God 
all things work together for good, for those 
who are called according to his purpose” 
(Romans 8:28).

Rejoice that through Christ and the Spirit, the 
Comforter, who He promised to send into your 
heart, you can overcome and will win the victory in 
the end. Praise the Lord you know Jesus who has 
made that victory possible for you!

Rejoice that through Christ and the Spirit, the Comforter, who He promised 
to send into your heart, you can overcome and will win the victory in the end. 
Praise the Lord you know Jesus who has made that victory possible for you!
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