
Pastors Bible Class – Scripture Lessons for August 6, 2017 – “Sola Gratia” 

Collect: Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You relying on anything we have done, help 

us trust in Your abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

 

Gospel Lesson: Matthew 20:1-16 – Parable of the Workers in the Vineyard 

“For the kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for 

his vineyard. 2 After agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And 

going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and to them he said, ‘You go 

into the vineyard too, and whatever is right I will give you.’ 5 So they went. Going out again about the sixth 

hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went out and found others 

standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you stand here idle all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one has 

hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8 And when evening came, the owner of the 

vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the 

first.’ 9 And when those hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10 Now when 

those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each of them also received a 

denarius. 11 And on receiving it they grumbled at the master of the house, 12 saying, ‘These last worked only 

one hour, and you have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the scorching 

heat.’ 13 But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you not agree with me for a 

denarius? 14 Take what belongs to you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15 Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge my generosity?’ 16 So the last will 

be first, and the first last.” 

 

Epistle Lesson: Ephesians 2:1-10 

And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2 in which you once walked, following the course of this world, 

following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the sons of 

disobedience— 3 among whom we all once lived in the passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the 

body and the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of mankind. 4 But God, being rich in 

mercy, because of the great love with which he loved us, 5 even when we were dead in our trespasses, made 

us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved— 6 and raised us up with him and seated us with 

him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7 so that in the coming ages he might show the 

immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been 

saved through faith. And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9 not a result of works, so that no one 

may boast. 10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

 

Old Testament Lesson: Malachi 3:16-18 

16 Then those who feared the Lord spoke with one another. The Lord paid attention and heard them, and a 

book of remembrance was written before him of those who feared the Lord and esteemed his name.17 “They 

shall be mine, says the Lord of hosts, in the day when I make up my treasured possession, and I will spare 

them as a man spares his son who serves him. 18 Then once more you shall see the distinction between the 

righteous and the wicked, between one who serves God and one who does not serve him. 


