
July 30, 2021 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
  
Greetings in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
  
As you probably know, there is a great deal of confusion at this time concerning the mandate to wear a mask in 
St. Louis County. The mask mandate was voted down during the Tuesday night meeting of the St. Louis County 
Council. At the same time, the St. Louis County Executive is insisting that the mask mandate is still in effect. It 
appears that the matter will have to be settled in court. 
  
In the midst of this confusion, I checked with four other churches in our circuit of LCMS churches concerning 
what they were planning to do this coming weekend with respect to masks. Three communicated back to me. 
One indicated that it is planning to mask and two others indicated that they are planning to be “mask optional.” 
  
As we continue to sort this out, our leadership has decided that we will retain our current “mask optional” policy 
for all worship services at St. Paul’s this coming weekend. In short, nothing will change. We will continue to have 
distanced and non-distanced seating. Pastors will continue to use hand sanitizer and masks for Communion 
distribution, etc. People who want to wear a mask are certainly welcome and encouraged to do so. 
  
Please know that we continue to monitor Covid developments, especially concerning the Delta variant. I will be 
back in touch if and when anything changes in terms of our protocols. 
  
I know that some will disagree with decisions being made by congregational leaders at any given time and I fully 
respect the views of those who disagree with us. These decisions are not easily made. I continue to ask for your 
prayers as we seek to make responsible decisions in light of the data we have. 
  
Finally, over the past week it seems to me that emotions surrounding possible protocol decisions rose to a 
fevered pitch. Tensions seemed to be at a higher level than at any time I remember in the last 18 months. The 
old evil foe, Satan, would like nothing more than to use these tensions to divide and splinter us as a 
congregation. Let’s remember that our brother or sister in Christ who may have a different opinion in these 
matters is not our enemy. Together, we need to stand firm against this persistent virus and Satan who would 
seek to use it for his purposes and our peril. 
  
As Paul encouraged the Colossian Christians, so I encourage us: “Put on then, as God's chosen ones, holy and 
beloved, compassionate hearts, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience, bearing with one another and, if 
one has a complaint against another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must 
forgive. And above all these put on love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony (Colossians 3:12-
14). 
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