
 

February 15, 2023 

Living Way  
Matthew 22  

Opening Hymn: LSB 701 Draw Us to Thee 

Lecture Hymn: LSB 537 Beautiful Savior 

AC XVI: Concerning Public Order and Secular Government  

The gospel does not overthrow secular government, public order, and mar-
riage but instead intends that a person keep all this as a true order of God and 
demonstrate in these walks of life Christian love and true good works accord-

ing to each person’s calling. [6] Christians, therefore, are obliged to be subject 
to political authority and to obey its commands and laws in all that may be 
done without sin. [7] But if a command of the political authority cannot be 

followed without sin, one must obey God rather than any human beings (Acts 
5[:29]). 

Therefore render to Caesar the 

things that are Caesar’s, and to God 

the things that are God’s.” 

The Christian’s investment in the 

world is not an endorsement or uncrit-

ical acceptance and approval of the 

world—far from it. Rather, the Chris-

tian is fully invested in the world and 

the world’s affairs, structures, and in-

stitutions in order to accomplish God’s 

purposes for the world and to bring 

every part of the world more fully in 

harmony with the Creator’s will and 

design. 

Biermann, Joel. Wholly Citizens (p. 83). Augsburg Fortress.  

On the last day, when that plan is fully consum-

mated, the left-hand realm will not be obliterat-

ed and the right-hand realm acknowledged as 

the only true realm of God, after all; on that 

day, the state will not be wrapped into the 

church nor will the church be folded into the 

state. Rather, on that day, both state and 

church, and both temporal and spiritual realms 

with them, will be swept up together and fused 

again in the everlasting unity of Christ’s un-

ending glorious kingdom. 

Biermann, Joel. Wholly Citizens (p. 113). Augsburg Fortress. 



God’s Sovereign Rule over His  Creation  

The Temporal Realm 

“God’s Left Hand” 

 

The Law is central  

 

Relationships between creatures 

 

Govt. is responsible institution  

Civil Servants 

Uses the sword 

 

Interested in the practice of ethics 

Preserves and protects 

Aims at justice  

 

Goal: Right functioning of creation  

Works toward peace 

The Spiritual Realm  

“God’s Right Hand” 

 

The Gospel is central  

 

Relationships with the Creator 

 

Church is responsible institution  

Servants of the Word 

Uses the Word  

 

Interested in the Means of Grace  

Redeems and restores  

Aims at justification   

 

Goal: Full restoration of creation  

Delivers peace now  

 

Christ’s Eternal Kingdom  

Fully revealed at the Eschaton  

Guiding axioms:  1. Distinction without Divorce  

2. Cooperation without Confusion  

Biermann, Joel. Wholly Citizens (p. 110). Augsburg Fortress. 


