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Opening Hymn:  

LSB 343 

Lecture Hymn:  

LSB  680 

What is God’s design for 
marriage?  
 
Therefore a man shall leave his 
father and his mother and hold 
fast to his wife, and they shall 
become one flesh.—Gen. 2:24 

Why does Jesus respond to 

the Pharisees this way?  

In verse 7, the Pharisees assert that Moses “commanded” 

divorce. Jesus responds in a way that highlights that the 

Israelites to whom Moses was speaking were a “deeply 

flawed people who all too often harden their hearts against 

God and His holy ways.” (Gibbs, 951) 

Jesus responds to them by saying that “Because of your 
hardness of heart Moses allowed you to divorce your wives, but 
from the beginning it was not so. - Matt 19:8 Essentially, sin has 
so marred God’s design for marriage that divorce has become a 
regrettable reality.  

“God has never desired divorce, and He is never pleased with 
it—not from the beginning, not in Jesus’ own day, and not 
now. Let no man pull apart what God has joined 
together.” (Gibbs, 952) 

Why does Jesus only 

refer to infidelity as a 

justification for 

divorce?  

Oftentimes we read this text 

and see it from the point of 

view of the Pharisees.  

“This is not a text that answers 

the question ‘Under what 

conditions can a person get a 

divorce?” (Gibbs, 957) 

Jesus’ response in Matthew 

19:4-6, 9 shed light on God’s 

design for marriage as He 

refuses to engage the Pharisees 

on their terms. It is about 

God’s perfect desire, not our 

sinful desire.  

“Read contextually, the Lord is not 

here speaking to every situation in 

which a divorce might occur.” 

“In every situation, divorce involves 

sin and is against the will of God. 

There will be times, however, when 

divorce will be the lesser of two 

evils.” 

(Gibbs, 957) 


