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Hymns:  

Opening: LSB 849, Praise the One 

Who Breaks the Darkness 

Lecture: LSB 647, Lord Jesus 

Christ, the Church’s Head 

Who or what is the 

“rock” in v. 18?  

“Πέτρος, the person of Peter, and 
αὕτη ἡ πέτρα, “this rock,” are not 
identical; the latter does not signify 
the Apostle Peter. This linguistic 
fact is supported by other consider-
ations. If by “this rock” Jesus had 
Peter himself in mind, he could eas-
ily have said, ἐπί σου, “on thee” 
will I build my church; or, “on thee, 
Peter,” adding his name. But Jesus 
is already through with Peter, both 
as regards his old nature (Simon, 
son of John,) and as regards his 
new nature (Peter). In neither in-
stance does he receive credit, for all 
belongs to the Father’s revelation. 
Eph. 2:20 makes all the apostles the 
“foundation” of the church (not, 
indeed, their persons or their faith 
but their inspired preaching and 
writing) and knows nothing of a 
prerogative in the case of Peter. In 
Matt. 18:1, 4, and in Luke 22:24, 
the Twelve debate as to who is the 
greatest among them and evidently 
do not think that Jesus has assigned 
this position to Peter. Matt. 18:18; 
John 20:23 has no intimation of a 
supremacy of Peter.”  

- R. C. H. Lenski, 625-626. 

“It is, however, if I may say so, virtually 

the only datum that supports Peter’s 

uniqueness.” 

 

“Peter actually tries to make himself 

stand apart from the other disciples and 

fails miserably in that attempt.”  

- Gibbs, 815.  

• Peter is called first: Matthew 10:2 

• Grammatically the statement of Christ points singularly to 

Peter.  

However:  

• The first question is answered by all the disciples 

• The second question is addressed to all (ὑμεῖς All Y’all).  

• The conclusion of this pericope is addressed to the disciples.  

As for Peter:  

• Matthew 14:28-29 (the second storm account) 

• Matthew 26 :69-75 (Peter’s denial of Christ) 

And I say unto thee, Thou art Peter, and upon this rock will 
I build my Church;” that is, on the faith of his confession. 
Hereby He signifies that many were now on the point of 
believing, and raises his spirit, and makes him a shepherd. 

- John Chrysostom, Homilies on the Gospel of Saint Matthew, X.  

πίστις 



The Office of the Keys 

But the Keys have the power of binding and loosing only on earth 

[not in purgatory], according to Matthew 16:19, “Whatever you bind 

on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth 

shall be loosed in heaven.” As we have said before, the Keys do not 

have the power to impose penalties or to institute rites of worship, 

but only the command to forgive sins (John 20:23) to those who are 

converted and to convict and excommunicate (1 Corinthians 5) those 

who are unwilling to be converted. 

-Ap XII 

Great diligence is 
used to teach about 
this command and 
power of the keys, 
and how comforting 
and necessary it is for 
terrified consciences. 
- AC XXV 

Our people teach as follows. 
According to the gospel the 
power of the keys or of the 
bishops is a power and com-
mand of God to preach the 
gospel, to forgive or retain 
sin, and to administer and 
distribute the sacraments. 
- AC XXVIII 

“To be sure, binding and loosing actually happens on the earth. In this realm of men 

and women and children, when Christ’s teaching comes, it actually accomplishes 

things! It does so, however, because Peter, the other apostles, and the apostolic teach-

ing are conduits through which the realities of God’s truth and grace in Christ flow—

from God’s presence, where they are already true and powerful, in to the world into 

which the Christ came and continues to come through His Word.” 

- Gibbs, 825.  

What is the Office of 

the keys?  

The Office of the Keys is that special authority 

which Christ has given to His Church on earth to 

forgive the sins of repentant sinners, but to 

withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as long 

as they do not repent. -SC 


