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Eagerness, Generosity and Joy

I

t happens every Christmas – and sometimes in between – when it is time
to make up a gift list. We struggle over whom to include – and why. Lots of
factors influence our decisions. What is the motive in each of these cases?
“We have to give something to Aunt Susie. She gives us something
every year.”
“Jimmy’s teacher has been so helpful. We should put her on the
list.”
“Don’t forget your boss. There is that new position opening up.”
“I really want to give my husband something nice.”
What motives tend to prompt the most generous and joyful gifts?
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In 2 Cor. 8 and 9, Paul approaches the people of Corinth asking for a gift of
money to help the Christians in Jerusalem. In so doing, he says he could have
commanded them (2 Cor. 8:8), pressured them (2 Cor. 8:13-14), humiliated
them (2 Cor. 9:4), even used extortion (2 Cor. 9:5).
Have you ever been pressured into giving a gift by a telephone
solicitor or another fundraiser? How did you feel?
Read 2 Cor. 9:7. What approach does Paul suggest? What kind of
giver does God desire?

Of course, someone could say, “That’s great! I’ve decided to give nothing,
and I’m happy with that decision.” But Paul knows he is dealing with people
“who first gave themselves to the Lord.” He is dealing with Christians. He lifts
up the Macedonians, who were motivated by God’s gracious sacrifice in Jesus
Christ to give voluntarily not only according to their means, but sacrificially
beyond their means.
Is “sacrifice” a positive or negative word for you?

Sacrifice comes from the Latin root words sacer (sacred, holy) and facio (do,
make). To sacrifice is to give up something of value in order to accomplish
something of even greater value. Can you give some examples?
What is the model Paul uses for such sacrificial giving?
(2 Cor. 8:9)

Two words that seem to appear again and again in these chapters are
“eagerness” and “generosity.” Paul felt that eager and generous giving was first
and foremost a spiritual issue, not a financial one. He is concerned about the
offering for the saints, but he is concerned about more than that. Read 2 Cor.
9:11-13. What does he want to see happen as a result of this offering?

4

LE SSON 3: E A GE RNE S S , G E NE R O S IT Y A ND JOY

Paul also knows that eagerness and generosity often need guidance, so he
goes on to give some practical advice to Christians who are asked to participate
in an offering:
1. Make a commitment, not just a wish.
Life is full of good intentions that never come to fruition. We
have all been to meetings where everyone is in favor of an idea,
but only a few are committed to carrying it out. In 2 Cor. 8:10-11,
Paul in effect, reminds the Corinthians that last year they voted
to participate in the offering. Now is the time for them to make a
specific pledge to the “capital campaign.”
Commitments are part of growth and maturity, whether in our
spiritual life or in other spheres of life. What are some acts of
growth and maturity that involve making a commitment?
How might making a commitment to be part of God’s mission
through a Capital Stewardship Campaign be a sign of Christian
maturity?

2. Trust that as God guides, He will also provide.
Often people are reluctant to make a commitment because they are
unsure about the future. Read 2 Cor. 8:11-12. Does God expect us
to give money that we do not have?
What does Paul say about God’s providence in 2 Cor. 9:8?
Have you ever experienced this to be true in your own life?
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3. The appeal is for a gift that is proportionate to wealth.
Have you ever been to a meeting where someone said, “If
everyone here would just give $10 a week more, we would be able
to begin this new ministry?” or “If every family made a pledge of
$3,500 over the next three years, we would be able to meet our
goal.” What is the problem with that logic?
Read 2 Cor. 8:11-12. What is Paul’s formula for giving?
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P

aul expected the response of the Corinthians to be one of eagerness and
generosity that would bring great joy to them, to the Lord and to those
who were helped by their offering. What was his most persuasive argument?
The need of the saints in Jerusalem? The duty of the Corinthians to help? The
gift of God’s grace and love in Jesus Christ? The blessings they would receive
for their gift? Other?
We are not told the actual response he received. Do you think they responded
with eagerness, generosity and joy? What makes you feel that way?
Read again this extraordinary story in 2 Cor. 8:1–7. What would be necessary
for us to say the same thing about our congregation as we conclude our Capital
Stewardship Campaign? What will it take to have our congregation respond
with eagerness, generosity and joy? How might those of us in this class help
make it happen?
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