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Mathew 18 – Selected Verses 

 

Lecture Hymn: LSB 843, Forgive Our Sins as We Forgive 

Mathew 18:8-9:  Self-Amputa�on? 

“And if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. 
It is beter for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two 
feet to be thrown into the eternal fire. And if your eye causes you to sin, tear 
it out and throw it away. It is beter for you to enter life with one eye than 
with two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire” (vv. 8-9). 

Jesus makes a very similar statement in Mathew 5:29-30: 

If your right eye causes you to sin, tear it out and throw it away. For it is 
beter that you lose one of your members than that your whole body be 
thrown into hell. And if your right hand causes you to sin, cut it off and 
throw it away. For it is beter that you lose one of your members than that 
your whole body go into hell (Mathew 5:29-30). 

“To be sure, as in 5:29-30, the Lord employs hyperbolic language of self-
amputa�on that should not be taken literally. But this recogni�on does not 
take away the s�ng or the urgency of what he says. For what would it profit 
a person if he kept a firm hold on familiar habits or easy choices or 
seduc�vely sinful rela�onships, but suffered the loss of his very life on the 
Last Day” (Gibbs, Concordia Commentary: Matthew 11:2-20:34, St. Louis: 
CPH, 910). 

“… a body part such as a hand does not, in itself, cause sin. Rather, as Jesus 
has already taught, sin emerges from within, from the sinful human heart 
(15:18-20). Second, we should not take literally the Lord’s language about 
entering into eschatological life maimed. Our resurrec�on bodies will be 
healed and whole, glorious and powerful, as Paul teaches in 1 Corinthians 
15” (Ibid.). 

 

Mathew 18:33-35:  Forgiveness 

And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy 
on you?’ And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, un�l he should 
pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of you, if 
you do not forgive your brother from your heart” (vv. 33-35). 

Jesus makes a very mater of fact and similar statement in His sermon on the 
mount: 

For if you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive your trespasses (Mathew 6:14-15). 

“Because Jesus’ disciples themselves stand only and ever in the framework 
and flow of his forgiveness, they are called to forgive one another—
uncondi�onally and 
always. To steadfastly 
refuse to forgive is unjust 
and wicked. A life filled 
with such refusal is a life 
where faith in Jesus—if it 
exists—will die. Such a 
life will lead to damna�on 
when God himself 
condemns such 
wickedness on the Last 
Day” (Ibid., 941). 

“… forgiveness is 
essen�ally an ac�on of 
the will, empowered by 
the Holy Spirit, who turns 
us to Christ and the 
promise of his forgiveness. When I forgive another who has wronged me, I 
decide that I am willing not to take revenge, not to bear a grudge, not to 
repay evil for evil, but instead to respond to evil by doing good when I have 
the opportunity. If the wrong done is par�cularly severe, a Chris�an can 
suffer extreme spiritual and emo�onal struggle, and the difficulty in 

“When I forgive another who 
has wronged me, I decide that I 
am willing not to take revenge, 
not to bear a grudge, not to 
repay evil for evil, but instead 
to respond to evil by doing 
good when I have the 
opportunity” (Jeff Gibbs) 
 

FORGIVENESS 



forgiving the wrongdoer may well linger for months or years. However, just 
because the Chris�an retains mixed emo�ons a�er forgiving the wrongdoer 
does not mean that he or she has not forgiven the other. Moreover, even if 
the Chris�an finds that he or she must forgive more than once, that is s�ll 
part of the act of forgiving the other! 

“… there is an important spiritual dis�nc�on between finding it hard (or 
even for a �me, being unable) to forgive and being unwilling to do so. There 
will be �mes when all the disciple of Jesus can offer is a broken and contrite 
heart: ‘I know, Lord, what you require of me. I long to do it, but cannot, 
unless you help me.’ For such a one, poor in spirit, there is the message of 
God’s mercy in Christ and the promise of the blessings of the reign of 
heaven already now: ‘I forgive you. … Take and eat. …’ On the other hand, if 
a Chris�an looks another in the eye and says, ‘I know what God requires of 
me, and I will not do it!’ then that is a serious mater. As the parable of the 
Unforgiving Servant (18:23-35) illustrates well, the prior forgiveness of the 
Master is meant to produce forgiveness for others. If it does not, it can 
mean that the Master’s forgiveness has been rejected and unless 
repentance occurs, that his forgiveness ul�mately will be withdrawn. The 
power to forgive, however, comes from Christ’s prior gi� to his disciples. In 
humble recogni�on of their own need for forgiveness and with the mercy 
supplied by Jesus’ clemency, his followers of all �mes are able to forgive 
others who have wronged them and pray the Fi�h Pe��on” (Gibbs, 
Concordia Commentary: Matthew 1:1-11:1, St. Louis: CPH, 336). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs will: 

1. Deliver the Living Way lecture on Wednesday, Feb. 1, at 10:00 
a.m. in the sanctuary. 

2. Teach the Institute on Theology three consecutive Tuesday 
nights: Feb. 7, 14, and 21, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

Dr. Gibbs provided the following �tle and descrip�on of the Ins�tute: 

Title:  “Wait . . . What? . . . WHO is the Greatest?—A Study of 
Matthew 18” 
  
Summary:  Some parts of Jesus’ teachings in Mathew 18 are well-known, 
and they stand out. Other parts of the chapter are o�en overlooked.  But 
what happens if we read the en�re chapter in its context in Mathew’s 
Gospel?  Join us for this study that will invite you to joy, humility, and a new 
way of living together as Jesus’ beloved disciples. 


