
Living Way Bible Study Lecture 
Wednesday, January 11, 2023 

Trying to Keep Jesus from the Cross 
 

Hymn: LSB 414 ‘Tis Good, Lord, to Be Here 

In this week’s lesson, Peter strenuously objects when Jesus predicts 
His crucifixion:   

“And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, 
‘Far be it from you, Lord! This shall never happen to you’” 
(Matt. 16:22). 

Christ’s response to Peter is perhaps a bit harsh for our ears: “Get 
behind me, Satan! You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting 
your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man” In these 
words, Peter was expressing the will of Satan that Christ would not go 
to the cross and would not offer His life for the sins of the world. 

The disciples could not accept the idea of Jesus being crucified. They 
loved Him and left everything to follow Him. In addition, crucifixion 
was reserved for the worst of the worst criminals, who were thought 
not to be in God’s favor. As Paul writes in Galatians 3:13,  

“Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a 
curse for us—for it is written, ‘Cursed is everyone who is 
hanged on a tree.’’  

Paul was quoting from Deuteronomy 21:23. 

There were other times, however, when there were temptations for 
Christ not to go to the cross. Of course, there was the 40-day 
temptation of Christ directly at the hands of Satan in the wilderness. 
These were all designed to cause Christ to sin and be ineligible to 
atone for anyone else’s sins beyond His own. 

There was the time when Christ fed the 5,000 men who knows how 
many additional women and children with just five loaves of bread 
and two fish. Immediately following this,  

“Perceiving then that they were about to come and take him 
by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the 
mountain by himself” (John 6:15).  

Here, the temptation is to set Himself up as an earthly ruler and not 
go to the cross. 

There is, of course, the agony that Jesus experienced in the Garden of 
Gethsemane on Maundy Thursday evening when He contemplates 
what is about to take place. Here, he prayed,  

“Father, if you are willing, remove this cup from 
me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done” (Luke 
22:42) 

even as His “sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to 
the ground” (Luke 22:44). He could have run over the top of the Mt. 
of Olives and been out in the wilderness, escaping and preventing his 
betrayal and arrest in the Garden of Gethsemane.  

Even as He is being arrested, He admits in protest to Peter’s violent 
chopping off the Roman soldier Malchus’ ear,  

“Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he will at 
once send me more than twelve legions of angels?” (Matt. 
26:53). 

In a way, Pilate provided a temptation for Jesus to avoid the cross 
when He said,  

“Do you not know that I have authority to release you 
and authority to crucify you?” (John 19:10). 



Then, very openly there was the mocking that Jesus endured on the 
cross as those present taunted him saying, “So also the chief priests, 
with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying,  

‘He saved others; he cannot save himself. He is the King of 
Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will 
believe in him’” (Matthew 27:41-42).  

Even the one of the two criminals on the cross mocked Jesus, insisting 
that He save Himself and them:  

“One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, 
“Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!” (Luke 23:39). 

In spite of these and other “temptations” to forgo the cross, Christ 
was faithful to the will and plan of His Father. Jesus,  

“for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and is seated at the right hand of the 
throne of God” (Hebrews 12:2) 

The Transfiguration Connection 

“… The chief purpose of the transfiguration in Matthew’s Gospel is to 
proclaim the true identity and glory of Jesus, so as to undergird and 
support Jesus’ difficult teaching about the cross. This glorious Jesus is 
the one who has begun to teach about God’s unexpected way of 
salvation. His teaching is true, and the Father’s voice from the cloud 
emphatically commands Jesus’ disciples both then and now, “Listen 
to him!” (17:5). One day, this glorious One will return and judgment 
will be given. Until then, “listen to him!” (Gibbs, Jeffrey, Concordia 
Commentary: Matthew 11:2-20:34, CPH, 2010, 851-852). 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Dr. Jeffrey Gibbs will: 

1. Deliver the Living Way lecture on Wednesday, Feb. 1, at 10:00 
a.m. in the sanctuary. 

2. Teach the Institute on Theology three consecutive Tuesday 
nights: Feb. 7, 14, and 21, 7:00-8:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall. 

 

Dr. Gibbs provided the following title and description of the Institute: 

Title:  “Wait . . . What? . . . WHO is the Greatest?—A Study of 
Matthew 18” 
  
Summary:  Some parts of Jesus’ teachings in Matthew 18 are well-
known, and they stand out. Other parts of the chapter are often 
overlooked.  But what happens if we read the entire chapter in its 
context in Matthew’s Gospel?  Join us for this study that will invite 
you to joy, humility, and a new way of living together as Jesus’ 
beloved disciples. 


