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Baal Worship in the Old Testament 
 

Baal was a god worshipped in many ancient Middle Eastern communities, 
especially among the Canaanites, who apparently considered him a fertility 
deity and one of the most important gods in the pantheon. ... He was also 
called the Lord of Rain and Dew, the two forms of moisture that were 
indispensable for fertile soil in Canaan 
(https://www.britannica.com/topic/Baal-ancient-deity). 

1 Kings 17: 1 Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As 
the LORD, the God of Israel, lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither 
dew nor rain these years, except by my word.”  

Baal is not the name of one god, but the name of the presiding deity of any 
given locality. Because the worship of Baal was much the same everywhere in 
Canaan, in time Baal came to represent one god (Zondervan Pictorial Bible 
Dictionary, Merrill C. Tenney, ed., 87). 

Ashtaroth was the female goddess whose worship accompanied the worship of Baal. Both Baal and 
Ashtaroth were extremely popular in Canaan and among other neighboring nations. We remember 
the words of Joshua which hinted at the danger of idolatry in Canaan: “And if it is evil in your eyes 
to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served 
in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the Lord” (Joshua 24:15). 

After Joshua’s death, we read repeatedly of God’s people practicing idolatry, particularly via Baal and 
Ashtaroth. In the period of the Judges there were dedicated altars to Baal in Palestine  

Judges 2:11-15 11 And the people of Israel did what was evil in the sight of the LORD and served the 
Baals. 12 And they abandoned the LORD, the God of their fathers, who had brought them out of the 
land of Egypt. They went after other gods, from among the gods of the peoples who were around 
them, and bowed down to them. And they provoked the LORD to anger. 13 They abandoned 
the LORD and served the Baals and the Ashtaroth. 

Judges 6:28-32 28 When the men of the town rose early in the morning, behold, the altar of Baal was 
broken down, and the Asherah beside it was cut down, and the second bull was offered on the altar 
that had been built. 29 And they said to one another, “Who has done this thing?” And after they had 
searched and inquired, they said, “Gideon the son of Joash has done this thing.” 30 Then the men of 
the town said to Joash, “Bring out your son, that he may die, for he has broken down the altar of 
Baal and cut down the Asherah beside it.”  

In the worship of Baal, incense and burnt sacrifices were offered to him 

Jeremiah 7:9-10  9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely, make offerings to Baal, and 
go after other gods that you have not known, 10 and then come and stand before me in this 
house, which is called by my name, and say, ‘We are delivered!’—only to go on doing all these 
abominations? 



On extraordinary occasions the victims were children offered by their parents 

Jeremiah 19:4-6  4 Because the people have forsaken me and have profaned this place by making 
offerings in it to other gods whom neither they nor their fathers nor the kings of Judah have 
known; and because they have filled this place with the blood of innocents, 5 and have built the high 
places of Baal to burn their sons in the fire as burnt offerings to Baal, which I did not command or 
decree, nor did it come into my mind— 6 therefore, behold, days are coming, declares the LORD, 
when this place shall no more be called Topheth, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley of 
Slaughter. 

Lascivious rites accompanied the worship 

1 Kings 14:23-24 23 For they also built for themselves high 
places and pillars and Asherim on every high hill and under every 
green tree, 24 and there were also male cult prostitutes in the 
land. They did according to all the abominations of the nations that 
the LORD drove out before the people of Israel.  

Following the slaughter of the 450 prophets of Baal after the 
showdown with Elijah, the cult eventually recovered and Baal 
worship was popular again. 

2 Chronicles 28: 1 Ahaz (King of Judah 735-715 BC) was twenty 
years old when he began to reign, and he reigned sixteen years in 
Jerusalem. And he did not do what was right in the eyes of 
the LORD, as his father David had done, 2 but he walked in the ways 
of the kings of Israel. He even made metal images for the 
Baals, 3 and he made offerings in the Valley of the Son of Hinnom 
and burned his sons as an offering, according to the abominations 
of the nations whom the LORD drove out before the people of Israel. 4 And he sacrificed and made 
offerings on the high places and on the hills and under every green tree. 

2 Kings 21:3-7 3 Manasseh was twelve years old when he began to reign … 5 And he built altars for all 
the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD. 6 And he burned his son as an 
offering and used fortune-telling and omens and dealt with mediums and with necromancers. He did 
much evil in the sight of the LORD, provoking him to anger. 7 And the carved image of Asherah that he 
had made he set in the house of which the LORD said to David and to Solomon his son, “In this 
house, and in Jerusalem, which I have chosen out of all the tribes of Israel, I will put my name 
forever. 

Josiah (King of Judah, 640-609 BC) destroyed Baal worship in Jerusalem and caused the public 
worship of Baal to cease for a time. 

2 Kings 23:4-5 4 And the king (Josiah) commanded Hilkiah the high priest and the priests of the second 
order and the keepers of the threshold to bring out of the temple of the LORD all the vessels made 
for Baal, for Asherah, and for all the host of heaven. He burned them outside Jerusalem in the fields 
of the Kidron and carried their ashes to Bethel. 5 And he deposed the priests whom the kings of Judah 
had ordained to make offerings in the high places at the cities of Judah and around Jerusalem; those 
also who burned incense to Baal, to the sun and the moon and the constellations and all the host of 
the heavens. 


