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Ecclesiastes 8 
 

Ecclesiastes 8:8 No man has power to retain the spirit, or power over the day of death 

Luke 23:46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands I commit my spirit!” And having 
said this he breathed his last. 

John 19:30 When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he bowed his head and gave 
up his spirit. 

Neither the king, nor his subject should consider himself to be so important as to think that , by human decrees and 
human implementation, he controls the destiny of the world or holds in his hand the future of his nation (or even of 
his own self). Only God does (295). 

Psalm 146:3-5 

3 Do not put your trust in princes, 
    in human beings, who cannot save. 
4 When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
    on that very day their plans come to nothing. 
5 Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
    whose hope is in the Lord their God. 

Both the king and the subject need a reality check. Neither of them can control his own destiny. Both of them could 
be dead by tomorrow … the child of God should remember this. Trusting that God is in charge of everything, he can 
cope with the smaller matters that harass him … God will, in his own good time, judge everyone and everything 
(3:17, 11:9, 12:14), and his mercy is the basis for the believer’s hope for eternity (3:11, 14; 7:18) (295). 

Ecclesiastes 8:14 There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people to whom it happens 
according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to whom it happens according to the deeds of 
the righteous. I said that this also is vanity. 

Here are the details, based on what one can observe in earthly life: the righteous seem to be consistently punished, 
and the wicked seem to be consistently rewarded (309-310). 

Luther: These two things are extremely offensive to the human heart: that the punishment of the ungrateful is 
postponed and that evil things befall good men, that the good men are resented and the evil cherished; yet this is 
what happens. Formerly, everything used to be given to wicked priests, but now faithful ones do not receive support, 
and those who teach in the schools are not fed (AE 15:141-142; cited in Bollhagen, 310). 

Romans 8:28 And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been 
called according to his purpose. 

Ecclesiastes 8: 16 When I applied my mind to know wisdom and to observe the labor that is done on earth—
people getting no sleep day or night—17 then I saw all the work of God, that man cannot find out the work that 
is done under the sun. However much man may toil in seeking, he will not find it out. Even though a wise man 
claims to know, he cannot find it out. 

This last admission of the failure of human wisdom should be seen in the light of the blissful existence portrayed in 
the previous verse [8:15 So I commend the enjoyment of life, because there is nothing better for a person under the 
sun than to eat and drink and be glad. Then joy will accompany them in their toil all the days of the life God has 
given them under the sun] … Even the staunchest believer in the Gospel will have many unanswered questions, as 



did St. Paul (Rom 11:33), but he is confident that God will reveal to him anything that he needs to know – if not now 
through his Word, then finally on the Last Day (312). 

Couched in this confession of human cognitive failure is the seemingly offhand acknowledgement that the believer 
need not attempt to figure out God or why he works in mysterious ways. The simple knowledge that God is working 
through all things for the believer’s good (Rom 8:28) will indeed make possible days of enjoyment and nights of 
peaceful sleep (312). 

Romans 11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable his judgments, 
and his paths beyond tracing out! 

  

 

A Great Take Home Verse! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All italicized quotes are from, James Bollhagen, Ecclesiastes, Concordia Commentary Series. St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 2011. 

 

 

So I commend the enjoyment of life, 
because there is nothing better for a person 
under the sun than to eat and drink and be 
glad. Then joy will accompany them in their 
toil all the days of the life God has given 
them under the sun (Ecc 8:15). 


