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Ecclesiastes 5-6 – Challenging Verses 
 

Ecclesiastes 5: 

3 For a dream comes with much business, and a fool's voice with many 

words. 

Generally speaking, this verse describes people entirely wrapped up in 

themselves to the point that no one, not even God, can get their attention. 

Their overworked minds concoct all sorts of daydreams. One might think 

here of the bogus dreams and visions of the false prophets … The Bible, and 

the Bible alone, is the authoritative and inerrant Word of God (191). 

 7 For when dreams increase and words grow many, there is vanity; but God 

is the one you must fear.  

The last verse of this section returns the reader to the overall theme of 

silence before God … The repetition is deliberate, because a contrast is being 

established … the stage is being set for God’s prescription for human life: 

“fear God.” 

The message is not only short and simple, but sweet. Instead of dreaming, 

questioning, pursuing, worrying, analyzing, explaining, rationalizing, and 

generally wearing oneself out, replace all that activity with only one thing: 

trust God like a little child for absolutely everything. He knows and controls 

the big picture. He will work everything out in the end (193). 

9 But this is gain for a land in every way: a king committed to cultivated 

fields. 

Somehow or another, this verse ties the advantage of having a king to 

agriculture. Tilling and harvesting may become impossible when the 

government is toppled or a land is invaded by an enemy in war … No country 

is going to thrive and grow unless there is an ordained authority to preserve 

order in the midst of this prevailing chaos called the world (197). 

18 Behold, what I have seen to be good and fitting is to eat and drink and 

find enjoyment in all the toil with which one toils under the sun the few 

days of his life that God has given him, for this is his lot. 19 Everyone also to 

whom God has given wealth and possessions and power to enjoy them, and 

to accept his lot and rejoice in his toil—this is the gift of God. 20 For he will 

not much remember the days of his life because God keeps him occupied 

with joy in his heart. 

God tells us through Ecclesiastes: ‘Here are some things you can do: Rejoice! 

Enjoy yourself! Enjoy the gifts I give you, from the big eternal gifts down to 

the smallest gifts of daily bread. Have fun in the simple tasks I assign you. 

You’ll get so busy doing useful things that you won’t have time to worry. On 

the other hand, trusting me doesn’t take any time at all (210). 

On the other hand, the one who fears God views the end of his days as a 

joyful return to his God (12:7). His final day marks the end of sorrow and the 

drying of his tears. In the meantime, that joyful prospect produces a joy that 

permeates his entire earthly sojourn (211). 

Ecclesiastes 6: 

9 Better is the sight of the eyes than the wandering of the appetite: this also 

is vanity and a striving after wind. 

Its message is equivalent to the modern aphorism ‘a bird in the hand is 

worth two in the bush.’ The corrupt human ‘appetite’ or ‘desire’ … is almost 

like an evil entity that controls the person in whom it resides (Gen. 4:7; 6:5). 

It continually goes on the prowl for what is out there or what it might 

possibly seize later, but in so doing, it is blinded to see and be satisfied with 

what God has given here and now (226). 

The backdrop of this proverb must always be kept in mind, namely, the all-

inclusive fact that no one will find ultimate satisfaction in material things 

enjoyed for their own sake. The very fact that this proverb exists at all 

demonstrates the sinful human inclination toward the opposite:  aspiring to 

the imagined greener pastures elsewhere more than enjoying what is in 

plain sight … Only the grace of a loving, caring God, who fulfills all good 

desires of the child of God, can hold in check the wandering of lust and bring 

about the contentment that makes for enjoyment (Heb. 13:4-5). Only faith in 

the unseen divine promise (Heb. 11:1) can give meaning to what is in plain 

sight now (227) 



 

10 Whatever has come to be has already been named, and it is known what 

man is, and that he is not able to dispute with one stronger than he. 11 The 

more words, the more vanity, and what is the advantage to man? 12 For 

who knows what is good for man while he lives the few days of his vain life, 

which he passes like a shadow? For who can tell man what will be after him 

under the sun? 

God has set limits on human life and limitations on every human being. God 

governs the past, present, and future, and no one can argue with Him (Rom. 

9:20). What has been is what will be (Eccl 1:9, 3:15), and no person can 

change any of it by his own power. God does the naming—putting people in 

their place, determining their ‘lot’ in life … and assigning their role, that is, 

the peaceful enjoyment of His gifts (231). 

These verses send the message to the reader: don’t think that by accepting 

the book’s observations about life or by following its words of advice you will 

ever have the world by the tail or be in control of your own destiny. 

Nevertheless, by remembering these pearls of wisdom, God will help you at 

least cope with this fallen world as you live by faith day by day. This message 

articulates the heart of biblical wisdom. The one true and triune God, who 

can be counted on to pull us through everything into eternity (7:18), cares 

enough to help his children deal with the pressures of life in the here and 

now. No problem encountered by God’s children, still surviving in a fallen 

world, is considered to be too trivial in the eyes of their loving heavenly 

Father, who sent his Son to save all sinners and who pours out his Spirit to 

sustain and guide believers along the path of redemption (230-231). 

 

All italicized quotes are from, James Bollhagen, Ecclesiastes, Concordia 

Commentary Series. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2011. 


