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Joshua 
 

Parallels Between Joshua and Moses 
 

1. Taking off Sandals 
a. The LORD to Moses at the burning bush: Then he (LORD) said, “Do not come near; take 

your sandals off your feet, for the place on which you are standing is holy ground” 
(Exodus 3:5). 

b. The Commander of the Lord’s Army to Joshua: And the commander of the LORD's army 
said to Joshua, “Take off your sandals from your feet, for the place where you are 
standing is holy” (Joshua 5:15). 

2. God’s Promise to Accompany 
a. The LORD’s promise to Moses: He said, “But I will be with you, and this shall be the 

sign for you, that I have sent you: when you have brought the people out of Egypt, you 
shall serve God on this mountain” (Exodus 3:12) 

b. The LORD’s promise to Joshua: “No man shall be able to stand before you all the days 
of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with you. I will not leave you or 
forsake you” (Joshua 1:5). 

3. The People’s Promise of Loyalty 
a. Spoken to Moses at Mt. Sinai: So Moses came and called the elders of the people and 

set before them all these words that the LORD had commanded him. All the people 
answered together and said, “All that the LORD has spoken we will do.” And Moses 
reported the words of the people to the LORD (Exodus 19:7-8). 

b. Spoken to Joshua as he assumes command: “And they answered Joshua, ‘All that you 
have commanded us we will do, and wherever you send us we will go. Just as we 
obeyed Moses in all things, so we will obey you. Only may the LORD your God be with 
you, as he was with Moses! Whoever rebels against your commandment and disobeys 
your words, whatever you command him, shall be put to death. Only be strong and 
courageous’” (Joshua 1:16-18). 

4. Crossing Water on Dry Ground 
a. Crossing the Red Sea (Moses): 

And the people of Israel went into 
the midst of the sea on dry ground, 
the waters being a wall to them on 
their right hand and on their left 
(Exodus 14:22).  

b. Crossing the Jordan River (Joshua): 
16 the waters coming down from 
above stood and rose up in a heap 
very far away, at Adam, the city that 
is beside Zarethan, and those 
flowing down toward the Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And 
the people passed over opposite Jericho. 17 Now the priests bearing the ark of the 



covenant of the LORD stood firmly on dry ground in the midst of the Jordan, and all 
Israel was passing over on dry ground until all the nation finished passing over the 
Jordan (Joshua 3:16-17). 

5. Writing the Law on Tablets of Sone 
a. Moses on Mt. Sinai (second time): And the LORD said to Moses, “Write these words, for 

in accordance with these words I have made a covenant with you and with Israel.” So 
he was there with the LORD forty days and forty nights. He neither ate bread nor drank 
water. And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant, the Ten 
Commandments (Exodus 34:27-28). 

b. Joshua on Mt. Ebal:  And there, in the presence of the people of Israel, he wrote on the 
stones a copy of the law of Moses, which he had written (Joshua 8:32). 

One Big Contrast: 

Moses was so often dealing with a rebellious people. Joshua was dealing with a people who were 
faithful: Israel served the LORD all the days of Joshua, and all the days of the elders who outlived 
Joshua and had known all the work that the LORD did for Israel (Joshua 24:31). 

Joshua’s Length of Reign: 

“Two items are mentioned: (1) Joshua was 110 years old when he died (Joshua 24:29), and (2) his 
parting address to the people shortly before his death took place ‘a long time afterward, when the 
Lord had given rest to Israel from all their surrounding enemies’ (23:1). But Joshua’s age when the 
book opens is not told. Thus one can only conjecture that the span may have been about 50 years, 
based on the assumption that Joshua was at least 20, of ‘arms bearing age,’ when he spied out the 
land (Ex 33:11). That plus the 38 additional years in the wilderness would make him close to 60 years 
old when Moses died, and an additional 50 years would bring him to 110 at his death’ (Joshua, 
Lutheran Bible Companion, v. 1; St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 2014, p. 207). 


