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Ecclesiastes 9-10 
 

Lecture Hymn - #752: Be Still My Soul 

Ecclesiastes 9:2 It is the same for all, since the same event happens to the righteous and the 
wicked, to the good and the evil, … 

One can picture the righteous, wise Israelite saying to himself, ‘Here I am, always trying to do the 
right thing always using my head, and always being fastidious and impeccable in the practice of 
worship (or requesting the priests and Levites to do it right on my behalf), and what does it get me? … 
God may even seem to treat his faithful people worse than the wicked—at least for now (319-320). 

Ecclesiastes 8:14 - There is a vanity that takes place on earth, that there are righteous people to 
whom it happens according to the deeds of the wicked, and there are wicked people to whom it 
happens according to the deeds of the righteous. I said that this also is vanity. 

The message of this verse [9:1] is clear. True wisdom is the fear of God. The fear of God entails the 
confession of one’s total corruption and helplessness (7:20) and putting all trust and confidence in 
God for this life and the life to come. The confession of sin does not mean that one is striking some 
kind of quid pro quo business deal with God; ‘I’ll do this if you do that.’ Confession is not some 
preapproved way of manipulating God to one’s personal advantage. Confession simply means 
throwing oneself at the mercy of God’s court. Man’s business is to repent, but mercy remains entirely 
God’s business and entirely at His initiative (320). 

9:11 Again I saw that under the sun the race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong, nor 
bread to the wise, nor riches to the intelligent, nor favor to those with knowledge, but time 
and chance happen to them all. 

The noun … “occurrence, encounter, event” is used only here and in 1 Ki 5:4 [But now the Lord my God 
has given me rest on every side. There is neither adversary nor misfortune], where it refers to a 
negative happening. The point here seems to be that God has established set times for everything … 
which determine success or failure, and human effort will not be able to reverse this foreordained 
outcome (336).  

One of the roadblocks to success in this sinful world will be ‘a time and a chance.’ This phrase is not 
born of fatalism or determinism, nor is it an admission that God has lost control. Instead, it says that 
in this fallen world, there will be time limitations and unforeseen events, occurrences that are simply 
due to happen, and more often that not they will be most unpleasant. Occasionally, something timely 
and fortuitous will happen, but more often there will be untimely tragedies. These events will just 
‘happen’ or ‘befall’ … a person, and he will not be able to finesse the circumstances to effect a positive 
result (340). 

10:19 Bread is made for laughter, and wine gladdens life, and money answers everything. 

There are two basic schools of thought on this verse. The one school sees the statement as a sarcastic, 
taken seriously (375). 



The other school of thought, the one adopted in this volume, understands the statement as a positive 
comment worthy of the reader’s attention. The message is just too closes to similar statements made 
repeatedly throughout the book [2:24 There is nothing better for a person than that he should eat 
and drink and find enjoyment in his toil. This also, I saw, is from the hand of God,] … (376) 

Of the three items mentioned in the verse, the most problematic one, which adds the new element of 
money (‘silver’). But the problem, it seems, is only as big as the reader wants to make it. God wants 
people to enjoy the good material gifts He gives to them our of His loving-kindness. These material 
things never become one’s goal in life, but they can still be enjoyed for what they are worth. The love 
of money causes all kinds of evil (1 Tim 6:10; cf. Heb 13:5), but money can also be a medium through 
which God gives His good gifts to His people … Thus, one more time the reader sees a description of 
the trusting and joyful life that comes through the fear and love of God (376). 
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All italicized quotes are from, James Bollhagen, Ecclesiastes, Concordia Commentary Series. St. Louis: 
Concordia Publishing House, 2011. 

 

 
7 Go, eat your bread with joy, and drink your wine 
with a merry heart, for God has already approved 
what you do. 

8 Let your garments be always white. Let not oil be 
lacking on your head. 

9 Enjoy life with the wife whom you love, all the 
days of your vain[a] life that he has given you 
under the sun, because that is your portion in life 
and in your toil at which you toil under the sun. 

Ecclesiastes 9:7-9 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ecclesiastes+9%3A7-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-17485a

