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Ecclesiastes 7 
Lecture Hymn #913 – O Holy Spirit, Enter In 

7:1 A good name is better than precious ointment, and the day of 
death than the day of birth. 

The second proverb repeats the theme that death is to be preferred 
over life in a harsh world tainted by sin … Birth marks the onset of 
pain, and death brings welcomed relief from it … Such a comment 
does not necessarily reflect suicidal tendencies, but only that the 
person feels he has been beaten-up enough by the world and its 
inhabitants. The child of God, of course, can welcome death because it 
is the doorway to eternal life in Jesus Christ. The point of this proverb 
in its context is not that the afterlife is so great (though it is), but that 
this current life is so bad (236). 

7:4 The heart of the wise is in the house of mourning, but the heart of 
fools is in the house of mirth. 

This verse says basically the same thing as 7:2. The wise man, having 
placed the matter of death us his heart, lets it reside there … The 
continuing awareness of death makes him a wise person who 
carefully counts his days (Ps. 90:2) just as God has counted them (Ps. 
139:16) … Looking at death is the epitome of looking at life 
realistically. Death is not a pretty sight. It was never meant to be so, 
because it is a result of Adam and Eve’s fall into sin … But an honest 
look at death will prepare the observer for the remedy God has in 
store (Rom 6:23) (238). 

But there is another way to look at these verses. Death is where the 
rubber hits the road; it is the great equalizer. Any supposed wisdom 
that cannot bear to look honestly at death is not worth its salt. True 
wisdom, however, the kind operative in these verses, is equal to the 

task. Wisdom flowing from the fear of God can handle anything, 
including death (239). 

7:10 Say not, “Why were the former days better than these?” For it is 
not from wisdom that you ask this. 

A wise person is less prone to belabor his tough life. He is freed from 
the pressing urge to compare operations with fellow human beings 
because he counts his God-given blessings. He fears his God and 
knows that God’s mercy makes today the best of all days, the day of 
salvation, the day when God’s mercies are new all over again (Lam 
3:22-23). His sinful past is forgiven and forgotten (Ps 25:7), and he 
pins his hopes for the future on the One who is the same yesterday, 
today, and forever (Heb 13:8). Only in the new heavens and new 
earth, after the return of Christ and our resurrection, will all our tears 
be wiped away forever (Rev. 21:4). Amen, come Lord Jesus! (1 Cor. 
16:22; Rev. 22:20) (247). 

7:14 In the day of prosperity be joyful, and in the day of adversity 
consider: God has made the one as well as the other, so that man 
may not find out anything that will be after him. 

Bollhagen translation: “On a good day, enjoy yourself! On a bad day, 
observe. God has made the one as well as the other, so that man 
might not find out anything that will come after him” (249). 

The point in this verse is that God, who reigns over everything, will 
keep on reminding his creatures that they are not masters of their 
own destiny. Instead, it is he who governs his creation … The child of 
God will never arrive at that time in his earthly life when he does not 
need to resort to God in prayer for help, guidance, and deliverance. 
The fear of God is the only viable choice. 

Nothing better demonstrates this that God is in charge than the fact 
that humans can never predict the future … The future of this world is 
God’s territory. If only people would realize that the present is his 
territory too (255-256). 



7:27 Behold, this is what I found, says the Preacher, while adding one 
thing to another to find the scheme of things— 28 which my soul has 
sought repeatedly, but I have not found. One man among a thousand 
I found, but a woman among all these I have not found.  

Two creatures are rare phenomena: a wise man and a wise woman. 
Although “man” and “woman” are left without adjectives, the context 
implies that “good” examples of each are intended, that is, wise ones. 
Since Solomon has just undertaken such an exhaustive, painstaking 
research, the reader might suspect that the one wise man he found 
was himself (cf. 1:16, 2:9, 15; 12:9) … The hunt for a good woman 
would not necessarily have the goal of matrimony in view, but the 
context of wifely abuse (7:26) certainly suggests that a search of 
Solomon’s kind might eventuate in marriage … A good wife is to be 
diligently sought (Prov. 18:22; 31:10), and the same due diligence 
goes for a woman seeking a good husband. The great care with which 
the patriarchs searched for the right bride provides a healthy model 
for young people contemplating marriage today …  Finding the right 
person is likely to be difficult in a world like Ecclesiastes describes, but 
the diligent effort is well worth it (280-281). 

In the case of Dr. Bollhagen’s search for his wife: … so the number 1 
consideration was that she had to be a Lutheran Christian so that the 
basis for our life together would be the same faith in Jesus Christ and 
the same hope for eternity (280). 

 

All italicized quotes are from, James Bollhagen, Ecclesiastes, 
Concordia Commentary Series. St. Louis: Concordia Publishing House, 
2011. 

 

 


