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2 Peter 3:1-10 
 

Lecture Hymn: LSB 658 “Preserve Your Word, O Savior” 

“Commandment” 

2 Peter 3:2 that you should remember the predictions of the holy 
prophets and the commandment of the Lord and Savior through 
your apostles, 

Sometimes command(ment) is used in a “wider sense” to include the 
entirety of the Christian proclamation, not just law. 

Matthew 28:20 - teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the 
end of the age.” 

1 Timothy 6:13-14 - I charge you in the presence of God, who 
gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the 
appearing of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

 

“Last Days” 

This phrase is not meant to refer to individual, 24-hour days just prior 
to the Judgment Day, but rather to the entire New Testament era 
that began with Christ’s incarnation and will end with His Second 
Coming. 

Acts 2:17 “‘And in the last days it shall be, God declares, that I 
will pour out my Spirit on all flesh, and your sons and your 

daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions, and your old men shall dream dreams; 

2 Timothy 3:1 But understand this, that in the last days there 
will come times of difficulty. 

Hebrews 1:1-2 Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, 2 but in these last 
days he has spoken to us by his Son, … 

 

“Stored up for fire” 

2 Peter 3:7 But by the same word the heavens and earth that now 
exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment 
and destruction of the ungodly. 

Fire is used in the Old Testament in connection with God’s final 
judgment, sometimes referred to as “the day of the Lord.” 

Amos 7:4 This is what the Lord God showed me: behold, the 
Lord God was calling for a judgment by fire, and it devoured 
the great deep and was eating up the land. 

Malachi 4:1 For behold, the day is coming, burning like an 
oven, when all the arrogant and all evildoers will be stubble. 
The day that is coming shall set them ablaze, says the Lord of 
hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 

 

Time and God 

2 Peter 3:8 But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the 
Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 

Luther: “There are two ways of looking at things: God’s way and the 
way of the world… Herer everything goes by number: hours, days, 



and years in succession. Now when you want to look at the life to 
come, you must erase the course of this life from your mind. You dare 
not think that you can measure it as this life is measured… Now since 
before God there is no reckoning of time, before Him a thousand 
years must be as one day. Therefore, Adam, the first man, is just as 
close to Him as the man who will be born last before the Last Day. For 
God does not see time longitudinally (looking from one end to the far 
end); He sees it transversely, as if you were looking transversely at a 
tall tree lying before you [on the ground]. Then you can see both ends 
at the same time. This, you cannot do if you look at it longitudinally. 
With our reason we cannot look at time in any other way than 
longitudinally. Beginning with Adam, we must count one year after 
the other until the Last Day. But in God’s sight, everything is in one 
heap” (AE 30:196; accessed in Lutheran Study Bible, CPH, 2167). 

 

Patient 

2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count 
slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should 
perish, but that all should reach repentance. 

Greek: makrothumei – “long-suffering,” 

Romans 2:3-4 Do you suppose, O man—you who judge those 
who practice such things and yet do them yourself—that you 
will escape the judgment of God? Or do you presume on the 
riches of his kindness and forbearance and patience 
(makrothumei), not knowing that God's kindness is meant to 
lead you to repentance?  

God’s patience (long-suffering) is connected with the opportunity He 
provides for the wicked to repent and turn to Him for forgiveness and 
life. This is His primary will and desire for all.  

 


