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Lecture Hymn: LSB 554 “O Jesus, King Most Wonderful” 

The False Teachers 

2 Peter 2:10 - 10 and especially those who indulge in the lust of defiling 
passion and despise authority. Bold and willful, they do not tremble as they 
blaspheme the glorious ones, 

The lust of defiling passion – Luther: “’To indulge in the lust of defiling 
passion is to live like an irrational beast according to one’s own notion and 
all lust” (AE 30:180, accessed in Lutheran Study Bible, note 2:10, 2164). 

Despise authority – rejecting the word of any whom God has placed in 
authority in His church, as well as their teaching/preaching, such as pastors, 
teachers, even His Son. 

Bold – “darers,” “daring.” Mark 10:34 - … And after that no one dared to ask 
Him [Jesus} any more questions. 

Willful – “self-satisfied,” “blatant,” “arrogant,” “shameless.” In the two 
passages in which it occurs in the New Testament it is used to describe 
“human impulse violating obedience to the divine command” (Kittel, TDNT, 
v. 1, 509). Titus 1:7 - For an overseer, as God's steward, must be above 
reproach. He must not be arrogant or quick-tempered or a drunkard or 
violent or greedy for gain, 

The “glorious ones” – many scholars take this to mean “angels,” especially 
since “angels” appears immediately following in v. 11.  

There is another possible tie to angels in that the Jews believed that angels 
were utilized in delivering God’s Law to Moses. This is based upon: 

Galatians 3:19 - Why then the law? It was added because of 
transgressions, until the offspring should come to whom the 

promise had been made, and it was put in place through angels by 
an intermediary. 

Hebrews 2:2 - For since the message declared by angels proved to 
be reliable, and every transgression or disobedience received a 
just retribution, 

The conclusion would be that these arrogant false teachers show daring 
disregard for the angels and what the angels delivered (God’s Law), teaching 
falsely (blasphemy) about both. 

2 Peter 2:14 They have eyes full of adultery, insatiable for sin. They entice 
unsteady souls. 

The author of the study describes their behavior as “full-blown lust” (p. 30) 
and could have been a carryover from the pagan religions where sexual 
intercourse was a part of the liturgy. Those who were most vulnerable 
would be those who had just come from these pagan worship practices (p. 
30). 

 

The “Feast” 

2 Peter 2:13 … They count it pleasure to revel in the daytime. They are blots 
and blemishes, reveling in their deceptions, while they feast with you. 

Some ancient manuscripts have “love feast.” Many take this to be a 
reference to the “Agape Meal” or “Agape Feast” that was a practice in the 
early church. It was a joint meal shared by all (like a pot-luck) and it then 
moved into the ultimate feast here on earth, the Lord’s Supper.  

Paul reacts strongly to the abuses of this “Agape Meal” at Corinth: 

1 Corinthians 11:20 When you come together, it is not the Lord's 
supper that you eat. 21 For in eating, each one goes ahead with his 
own meal. One goes hungry, another gets drunk. 22 What! Do you 
not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church 
of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to 
you? Shall I commend you in this? No, I will not. 



No “Once Saved, Always Saved” 

2 Peter 2:22 - What the true proverb says has happened to them: “The dog 
returns to its own vomit, and the sow, after washing herself, returns to 
wallow in the mire.” 

The “vomit” and “mire” are images for life outside of salvation. How tragic 
when those who have been blessed with the gift of faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ turn their back on Him and walk away from Him. Scripture warns 
repeatedly against “Spiritual complacency” in this world: 

1 Corinthians 10:12 - Therefore let anyone 
who thinks that he stands take heed lest he fall. 
 
1 Corinthians 9:27 - But I discipline my body and keep it under 
control, lest after preaching to others I myself should 
be disqualified. 

 

More Severe Punishment? 

Peter’s assertion that it would have been better for those who fall away 
never to have believed in the first place is a curious statement. In examining 
what the rest of Scripture says about this subject, we find no passage that 
indicates that there is worse punishment for those who fall away than for 
those who have never believed. 

On the other hand, Scripture does seem to support the idea of different 
levels of punishment in Hell commensurate with sins committed here on 
earth. For example: 

Matthew 10:20-24 Then he began to denounce the cities where 
most of his mighty works had been done, because they did not 
repent. 21 “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the 
mighty works done in you had been done in Tyre and Sidon, they 
would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. 22 But I tell 
you, it will be more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and 
Sidon than for you. 23 And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to 
heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works 

done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until 
this day. 24 But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of 
judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.” 

Luke 12:47-48 And that servant who knew his master's will but did 
not get ready or act according to his will, will receive a severe 
beating. 48 But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a 
beating, will receive a light beating. Everyone to whom much was 
given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they 
entrusted much, they will demand the more. 

Finally, we should rest assured that while God does not force us to follow 
Him like robots, He will not allow us to be taken from Him against our will: 

John 10:27-28 - My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they 
follow me. I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, 
and no one will snatch them out of my hand. 

 

 


