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“Shepherd the Flock of God” 
 
Lecture Hymn: I Walk in Danger All the Way - #716 
 
I Peter 5:2-3 
2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising 
oversight, not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have 
you; not for shameful gain, but eagerly; 3 not domineering over those 
in your charge, but being examples to the flock. 

Verse 2: 

shepherd the flock of God that is among you 

The terms “shepherd,” “bishop,” and “overseer,” and “elder” are 
used in the New Testament to refer to that office that is responsible 
for preaching the Word and administering the sacraments. 

 In Acts 20, Luke describes the final meeting that Paul had with the 
Elders from the church at Ephesus: 

17 Now from Miletus he sent to Ephesus and called the elders 
of the church to come to him. 18 And when they came to him, 
he said to them: … 28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and 
to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made 
you overseers, to care for the church of God, which 
he obtained with his own blood. 

A shepherd would lead the sheep, feed the sheep, water the sheep, 
and protect the sheep from predators. In this way, the “shepherd” is 
a wonderful metaphor for the office of the pastoral ministry. Jesus 
used this same imagery when He reinstated Peter: 

John 21: 15 When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to 
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of John, do you love me more than 
these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” 
He said to him, “Feed my lambs.” 16 He said to him a second 
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, 
“Yes, Lord; you know that I love you.” He said to 
him, “Tend my sheep.” 17 He said to him the third 
time, “Simon, son of John, do you love me?” Peter was grieved 
because he said to him the third time, “Do you love me?” and 
he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you know that I 
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep.” 

exercising oversight 

Overseeing carries with it the idea of having authority for the spiritual 
life of the flock. This oversight and authority carries with it 
responsibility and accountability: 

Hebrews 13:17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for 
they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not 
with groaning, for that would be of no advantage to you. 

not under compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you 

“Truly good works should be done willingly, or from a voluntary spirit, 
by those whom God’s Son has made free” (FC, SD, IV, 18, accessed in 
Lutheran Study Bible, CPH, 2157). 

not for shameful gain 

1 Timothy 3: 2 Therefore an overseer must be above 
reproach, the husband of one wife, sober-minded, self-
controlled, respectable, hospitable, able to teach, 3 not a 
drunkard, not violent but gentle, not quarrelsome, not a lover 
of money. 



but eagerly (see “willingly” above) – the Greek word (prothumos) 
carries with it the ideas of a “cheerful resolution” and a “happy 
inclination.” 

Verse 3 

Not domineering over those in your charge 

Pastors should not be acting like little dictators in the church, 
especially in matters that are not commanded or rejected in the 
Word of God. They are to exercise “servant leadership” as they lead 
God’s flock. In this way, they are leading in a “Christ-like” manner. 
Jesus had to remind His own disciples of this: 

Matthew 20: 20 Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee 
came up to him with her sons, and kneeling before him she 
asked him for something. 21 And he said to her, “What do you 
want?” She said to him, “Say that these two sons of mine are 
to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your 
kingdom.” … 24 And when the ten heard it, they were 
indignant at the two brothers. 25 But Jesus called them to him 
and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over 
them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 26 It 
shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great 
among you must be your servant, 27 and whoever would be 
first among you must be your slave, 28 even as the Son of 
Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life 
as a ransom for many.” 

(See also Philippians 2:6-11). 

Being examples to the flock 

1 Timothy 3: …  2 Therefore an overseer must be above 
reproach, …  respectable … 7 Moreover, he must be well 
thought of by outsiders, so that he may not fall into disgrace, 
into a snare of the devil. 

Pastors should 
preach the Word 
of God not only 
with words, but 
also with their 
lives.  

The Greek word 
for example 
(typos) is where 
we get the word 
“type” and it also 
carries with it the 
idea of being a 
“mold” or hollow 
impression that 
leaves an 
impression. Also, 
of being a 
“model” of 
something. 

 

 

 

Qualifications for Elders 
 

Titus 1 
5 This is why I left you in Crete, so 
that you might put what remained 
into order, and appoint elders in 
every town as I directed you— 6 if 
anyone is above reproach, the 
husband of one wife, and his 
children are believers and not open 
to the charge of debauchery or 
insubordination. 7 For an 
overseer, as God's steward, must be 
above reproach. He must not be 
arrogant or quick-tempered or a 
drunkard or violent or greedy for 
gain, 8 but hospitable, a lover of 
good, self-controlled, upright, 
holy, and disciplined. 9 He 
must hold firm to the trustworthy 
word as taught, so that he may be 
able to give instruction 
in sound doctrine and also to 
rebuke those who contradict it. 

[Sidebars are great for calling out 
important points from your text or adding 
additional info for quick reference, such as 
a schedule. 

        


