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1 Peter 4:7-19 
 

Hymn: LSB 782 - Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

Meddlers (v. 15) – This is the only place in the Bible where the word occurs. “The word is built on 
the root for the word overseer, which suggests that ‘meddling’ has to do with asserting ourselves 
where the responsibility and authority belong to someone else … Paul commanded that people 
‘mind your own affairs’ (literally ‘to do the things that are their own’ (1 Th 4:11; 2 Th 3:11)” 
(Eschelbach, The Big Book of New Testament Questions and Answers, CPH, 759-760). Meddlers can 
bring chaos and conflict needlessly by inserting themselves into situations. 

 

For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God (v. 17) – “judgment” = Krima in 
Greek which can also be translated the “decision” of the judge (verdict). In the Old Testament, Krima 
is often the translation of the Hebrew masar which is often translated discipline, correction, 
instruction. 

Proverbs 3:11-12 

11 My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline 
    or be weary of his reproof, 
12 for the Lord reproves him whom he loves, 
    as a father the son in whom he delights. 

“Through punishment and correction, parents chasten their children with the goal of teaching them. 
This is evidence of love and distinguishes discipline from simple punishment, which may only have 
the goal of curbing or preventing bad behavior …  Not all of God’s training is pleasant at the time. 
Sometimes, in retrospect, God’s love is most clearly evident in times of severe reproof and 
discipline” (Lutheran Study Bible, note Pr 3:11-12), CPH, 1003). 

Hebrews 12:5-11 

5 And have you forgotten the exhortation that addresses you as sons? 

“My son, do not regard lightly the discipline of the Lord, 
    nor be weary when reproved by him. 
6 For the Lord disciplines the one he loves, 
    and chastises every son whom he receives.” 

7 It is for discipline that you have to endure. God is treating you as sons. For what son is there whom 
his father does not discipline? 8 If you are left without discipline, in which all have participated, then 
you are illegitimate children and not sons. 9 Besides this, we have had earthly fathers who disciplined 
us and we respected them. Shall we not much more be subject to the Father of spirits and 
live? 10 For they disciplined us for a short time as it seemed best to them, but he disciplines us for 
our good, that we may share his holiness. 11 For the moment all discipline seems painful rather than 
pleasant, but later it yields the peaceful fruit of righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 



Luther: “If so many judgments, pains, deaths, martyrdoms, crosses, swords, fires, and beasts, with 
which the saints are chastised, are fatherly rods and loving chastisements, what will be the wrath of 
the Judge over the ungodly? … And if His judgment begins at the house of God, what will be the end 
of those who do not believe the Gospel? (AE 11:467-68, accessed in Lutheran Study Bible, 2125). 

James 1:2-4 

2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing 
of your faith produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may 
be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing. 

1 Peter 1:6-7 

6 In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, you have been grieved by various 
trials, 7 so that the tested genuineness of your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it 
is tested by fire—may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 
Christ. 

“It was to be a judgment of refining to test their faith, and to make them strong … Christians do not 
suffer accidentally or because of irresistible forces of blind fate: rather they suffer in accordance with 
God’s good and perfect will. They do what is right and trust in God to see them through it” 
(Schwartzkopf, The First Epistle of Peter, 50). 

 

And, “If the righteous is scarcely saved, what will become of the ungodly and the 
sinner?” (ESV) 

And, “If it is hard for the righteous to be saved, what will become of the ungodly and 
the sinner?” (NIV) 

“With difficulty” … refers to the hard time that persecution causes the Christian. Our versions have 
‘scarcely,’ which leaves a wrong impression, as though only a few righteous ones are saved” (Lenski, 
Interpretation of First Peter, CPH, 212-213). 

Luther: “Every Christian must endure such great, grievous perils and attacks –grievous enough even if 
they come one at a time. As long as we remain in this vile life, where we are attached, hunted, and 
harried on all sides, we are constrained to cry out and pray every hour that God may not allow us to 
become faint and weary and to fall back into sin, shame, and unbelief. Otherwise, it is impossible to 
overcome even the smallest attack” (Large Catechism, par. 105, Kob-Wengert, p. 454). 

Romans 8:18 I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will 
be revealed in us. 

 


