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Lecture Hymn: LSB 698 – May We Thy Precepts, Lord, Fulfill 

Submit (Submission) 

1 Peter 3: 1 Likewise, wives, be subject to your own husbands, so that even if some do not obey the 
word, they may be won without a word by the conduct of their wives, 

The entire section is anchored in 1 Peter 2:16 - “Live as people who are free, not using your freedom 
as a cover-up for evil, but living as servants of God.” 

“Likewise” = as we are subject to the governing authorities (cf. 2:13). 

“Be subject” = submit to – voluntarily placing yourself in service to another; Christ is the perfect 
example. He was subject to the will of the Father; even placed Himself in service to us! 

In American culture, “submit” or “be subject” can carry negative connotations in the minds of some. 
In the biblical sense, this term does not imply inferiority but “order” in God’s creation.  

In Ephesians 5, Paul writes: …  21 submitting to one another out of reverence for 
Christ.22 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. 23 For the husband is the head of the 
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Savior. 24 Now as the church 
submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 25 Husbands, love 
your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 

“They [wives] too, are to remember at all times that their highest purpose in life is to be ‘servants of 
God’ (2:16), doing what they can to further the rule of God in the hearts and lives of people and to 
win them for Christ … Without them saying a word, their ‘reverent and chaste behavior’ could speak 
powerfully and might lead to the conversion of their mates” (LWBS, 34). 

Adornment 

1 Peter 3:3 Do not let your adorning be external—the braiding of hair and the putting on of gold 
jewelry, or the clothing you wear— 4 but let your adorning be the hidden person of the heart with 
the imperishable beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which in God's sight is very precious.  

“He is saying that women of God will make it a top priority to do the things that will make themselves 
spiritually beautiful. They will be more concerned about having a healthy ‘hidden person of the heart’ 
which expresses itself in a ‘gentle and quiet spirit.’ This is adornment of the best kind. Peter refers to 
it as ‘the imperishable jewel … which in God’s sight is precious’ (3:4). The Christian woman has an 
awareness that God is looking at her, too, and she is anxious to be beautiful in His sight” (LWBS, 35). 

The Descent into Hell 

18 For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, that he might bring us to 
God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in the spirit, 19 in which he went 



and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's 
patience waited in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that 
is, eight persons, were brought safely through water. 

The term “in the flesh” refers to ‘the days of His flesh’ (Hebr 5:7), to his earthly life, which began with 
His conception and ended with His death and burial … ‘In the spirit’ is here used in contrast to ‘in the 
flesh’ and it denotes that new life which began with His vivification, and which never ends” (Koehler, 
Summary of Christian Doctrine, CPH, 101). 

“The absence of an article before ‘disobeyed’ (v. 20) indicates that the spirits who refused to heed 
Noah’s warning were among the spirits in prison, but were not the only ones to whom Christ 
preached. They are a prime example of the unbelievers of all times” (Concordia Self-Study Bible, CPH, 
1911). 

At some point between Good Friday and Easter morning, Christ came back to life (His spirit re-
entered His body – see Matthew 27:50 to see how His death is described as His spirit being “given 
up”). In both His human and His divine nature, He descended into Hell. He did not go there to suffer 
further (He said, “it is finished” while still on the cross). He did not go there to offer those in Hell a 
second chance to believe. Scripture says: 

“And just as it is appointed for man to die once, and after that comes judgment,” (Hebrews 9:27). 

“Christ descended into hell to declare [“proclaim”] His victory over death and all evil forces … 
Scripture does not teach that He offered these spirits a second chance for salvation. ‘It is enough if 
we know that Christ descended into hell, destroyed hell for all believers, and delivered the from the 
power of death and of the devil, from eternal condemnation, and the jaws of hell’” (FC and Study 
Notes, Lutheran Study Bible, 2155). 

Baptism … Now Saves You 

1 Peter 3:20 because they formerly did not obey, when God's patience waited in the days of 
Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were brought safely 
through water. 21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from 
the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

They – the spirits in prison; 

In the ark, eight people were brought safely through the water; 

Baptism corresponds to this (flood water – both killed and made alive) … it (Baptism) saves you. 

Acts 2:38 And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

The appeal to God for a good conscience through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

Baptism is not a mere tradition … it is not an empty action. 

God is at work in and through Baptism to save. It is God’s action and work, not ours. 

The eight sides on the baptismal font. 

 


