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Observations Concerning Judah and Josiah 

Lecture Hymn: #664 – Fight the Good Fight 

Judah: How Far God’s People Had Strayed 

Massive Idolatry (last week’s lecture) 

 Widespread Baal/Asherah worship 

 Even brought into Solomon’s temple 

 Child sacrifice carried out by kings 

 Cultic prostitution 

The Disrepair of the Temple 

Now in the eighteenth year of his reign, when he [Josiah] had 

cleansed the land and the house, he sent Shaphan the son of Azaliah, 

and Maaseiah the governor of the city, and Joah the son of 

Joahaz, the recorder, to repair the house of the Lord his God … 11 They 

gave it to the carpenters and the builders to buy quarried stone, and 

timber for binders and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah 

had let go to ruin  (2 Chron. 34:8, 11). 

Finding the Word of God 

14 While they were bringing out the money that had been brought 

into the house of the LORD, Hilkiah the priest found the Book of the 

Law of the LORD given through Moses (2 Chronicles 34:14) 

Apparent Absence of Passover Observance 

 18 No Passover like it had been kept in Israel since the days of Samuel 

the prophet. None of the kings of Israel had kept such a Passover as 

was kept by Josiah, and the priests and the Levites, and all Judah and 

Israel who were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem (2 Chron. 

35:18). 

Josiah: 

Gets Rid of the Idolatry 

 4 And they chopped down the altars of the Baals in his presence, and 

he cut down the incense altars that stood above them. And he broke 

in pieces the Asherim and the carved and the metal images, and he 

made dust of them and scattered it over the graves of those who had 

sacrificed to them. 5 He also burned the bones of the priests on their 

altars and cleansed Judah and Jerusalem. 6 And in the cities of 

Manasseh, Ephraim, and Simeon, and as far as Naphtali, in their 

ruins all around, 7 he broke down the altars and beat the Asherim and 

the images into powder and cut down all the incense altars 

throughout all the land of Israel. (2 Chronicles 34:4-7). 

Repairs the Temple 

 9 They came to Hilkiah the high priest and gave him the money that 

had been brought into the house of God, which the Levites, the 

keepers of the threshold, had collected from Manasseh and Ephraim 

and from all the remnant of Israel and from all Judah and Benjamin 

and from the inhabitants of Jerusalem. 10 And they gave it to the 

workmen who were working in the house of the LORD. And the 

workmen who were working in the house of the LORD gave it for 

repairing and restoring the house. 11 They gave it to the carpenters 

and the builders to buy quarried stone, and timber for binders 

and beams for the buildings that the kings of Judah had let go to 

ruin (2 Chronicles 34:9-11). 

Has the Word of God Read 

29 Then the king sent and gathered together all the elders of Judah 

and Jerusalem. 30 And the king went up to the house of the Lord, 

with all the men of Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem and the 

priests and the Levites, all the people both great and small. And he 

read in their hearing all the words of the Book of the Covenant that 

had been found in the house of the Lord (2 Chron. 34:29-30)  



He Leads by Example of Faithful 

Commitment 

29 Then the king sent and gathered 

together all the elders of Judah and 

Jerusalem. 30 And the king went up to 

the house of the LORD, with all the 

men of Judah and the inhabitants of 

Jerusalem and the priests and the 

Levites, all the people both great and 

small. And he read in their hearing all 

the words of the Book of the 

Covenant that had been found in the 

house of the LORD. 31 And the 

king stood in his place and made a covenant before the LORD, to walk 

after the LORD and to keep his commandments and his testimonies 

and his statutes, with all his heart and all his soul, to perform the 

words of the covenant that were written in this book. 32 Then he 

made all who were present in Jerusalem and in Benjamin join in it. 

And the inhabitants of Jerusalem did according to the covenant of 

God, the God of their fathers. 33 And Josiah took away all the 

abominations from all the territory that belonged to the people of 

Israel and made all who were present in Israel serve the LORD their 

God. All his days they did not turn away from following the LORD, the 

God of their fathers (2 Chronicles 34:29-33). 

 

 


