
PE R SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
JOSiah

Allow the Holy Spirit to direct you as you examine the life of King 
Josiah in 2 Kings 22 & 23 and 2 Chronicles 33 & 34.

Review:
1. From your notes, describe the four phases of Jonah’s life.

2. What is your personal feeling about Jonah?

2 Chronicles 33:21–24
3. Describe the conditions that preceded the elevation of Josiah to be king.

4. What was the particular failing of King Amon?

5. Under what circumstances did the need for a new king come about?

2 Chronicles 34:1–13

6. At what age did Josiah become king and how did he differ from his predecessors?

 Who did he use as his model?

 Who are the role models of today’s children?

7. Mention two things that Josiah did in his dedication to Yahweh.

8. Describe how the house of the Lord was repaired. How was this financed?

9. Give the word in verse 12 that describes how the men worked.

 How would you apply it to your Christian life today?

2 Chronicles 34:14–28
10. What discovery was made during the process of reconstruction? Who delivered this discovery to the king?

11. What was the king’s reaction?
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12. Of whom was inquiry made?

  What two-fold message was given:

 for the people?

 for King Josiah?

2 Chronicles 34:29–33
13. List the steps of reformation taken by King Josiah upon finding the book of the covenant in the house of the 

Lord.

14. According to verse 33, what is the history of the reign of King Josiah?

15. What message comes through to us if we are going to be people of God?

2 Chronicles 35:1–19
16. What purpose would King Josiah see in the keeping of the Passover?

 How does 35:6 show us that it was not just a ritual that they kept? Describe some of the things that 
impressed you in the keeping of the Passover.

2 Chronicles 35:20–27
17. Describe the situation found in verses 20–22.

18. Again, the Bible deals with realities. Do you think Josiah knew that Neco’s words were from God? How do 
you think Josiah should have reacted?

19. Give the details of Josiah’s death and burial. What phrases in verses 24 & 25 tell us he died in the Lord?

20. Reviewing King Josiah’s life, of what are we reminded in these verses?

 Exodus 20:3

 Ezekiel 14:6

 Psalm 26:8

 1 Timothy 6:12
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YOUNG JOSIAH BECOMES K ING – 2  CHRONICLES 33 115

JOSIAH CLEANSES THE LAND OF IDOLATRY  
2  CHRONICLES 34:1–7 115

JOSIAH REBUILDS THE TEMPLE – 2 CHRONICLES 34:8–13 116

JOSIAH HAS THE BOOK OF THE LAW READ TO THE PEOPLE  
2  CHRONICLES 34:14–28 116

KING JOSIAH AND H IS  PEOPLE DEDICATE  
THEMSELVES TO GOD – 2  CHRONICLES 34:29–33 117

THE DEATH OF JOSIAH – 2  CHRONICLES 35:20–24 118

CONCLUSION 118

PERSONAL APPL ICAT ION – ISA IAH 119

K I NG J OSI A H – B EN T ON R EFOR M AT ION
There is a correlation between the work of King Josiah and the work 
of Dr. Martin Luther. Both of them brought about a great reformation. 
Unfortunately for the Old Testament people of God, the reformation brought 
about by King Josiah did not have the lasting effect of the one Luther 
began. We are still appreciating the blessings the Lutheran Reformation 
has brought to us.

When Luther turned the hearts of the people back to the Word of God, 
he was doing nothing more than what King Josiah attempted to do many 
years before. The Lord was able to use both these men for the spread 
of faith in the true God. We enjoy great freedoms because of Luther’s 
reformation, and we can sense that this freedom also existed for the 
people of God because of what Josiah did for them. The Word of God was 
all but lost before the work of these two men. After their efforts, the Word 
became available to all for guidance and direction.

Reformation in the church has always been necessary because people 
in the church become complacent and careless. They lose sight of the 
real purpose for which the church was established by our Lord. As time 
goes on, it is natural for customs to be added and different shades of 
meaning to the teachings that are proclaimed. Thus, the church becomes 
sidetracked. At such times, God produces a leader to draw the church back 
to the original design. Such was the case at the time of King Josiah.

Above all, we need to ask ourselves this simple question: 
Do I believe that Jesus is my personal Savior?

GREAT PEOPLE
o f  t h e  o l d  t e s t a m e n t
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YO U NG J OSI A H B ECOMES K I NG 
2 ChrOniCLES 33
The situation under which Josiah became king 
was explosive, to say the least. His grandfather 
Manasseh was the son of the godly King 
Hezekiah who tried to lead the people in the 
ways of the Lord. But Manasseh did evil in the 
sight of the Lord and re-established idol worship 
in the house of God. However, at the end of his 
life, Manasseh repented and tried to undo the 
harm he had done to his people.

When Manasseh died, his son Amon began to 
rule. Amon was such an evil king and turned 
the people so far away from the Lord that 
his servants felt it necessary to rid the land 
of this king. They conspired against him and 
assassinated him. They chose as ruler in his 
place, Josiah, who was then a mere lad eight-
years old.

Can you imagine an eight-year-old boy being 
elected the president of the United States? In a 
way that might not be too bad because such a 
president would certainly look at things from an 
altogether different viewpoint. There probably 
would be funds available for ice cream, candy 
and pleasures children enjoy. But as far as the 
basic problems of the nation are concerned, he 
probably would not be able to cope with them.

When an eight-year-old boy became King of 
Judea, we would imagine the land would have 
suffered complete disaster. He would not have 
the understanding necessary for the task. One 
would expect a power struggle among the 
officials of the land to see who would become 
the interim ruler for this boy-king. It is surprising 
to learn that this did not happen and also to 
discover that Josiah became one of the great 
kings of Judea. After the long line of wicked 

kings that had preceded him, Josiah inaugurated 
a great reformation in the land that brought 
God’s blessing upon his people.

The example of Josiah needs to become a 
personal lesson for us. All of us need to do 
some reforming, for it appears that the bulk 
of the people in the church today are not very 
different from the world about them. God does 
not receive the honor that He should. There is 
not love for the Lord that there ought to be, and 
we fall far short in many areas of our life as 
children of God. This is putting it very bluntly, but 
unfortunately, it is the truth.

J OSI A H CLE A NSES T H E L A N D 
OF I D OL AT RY 
2 ChrOniCLES 34:1–7
The first step Josiah took in his reform 
movement was to remove the idols. After he 
had established his rule, and when he was still 
only sixteen years old, he set out to rid the land 
of every form of idolatry. He destroyed altars to 
Baal, broke idol images to pieces, and burned 
the bones of the pagan priests. You can imagine 
the reactions stirred when Josiah’s officers went 
through the land and destroyed the altars and 
temples dedicated to these gods.

If we want to reform our lives, this is the way we 
too must begin. We need to look at the things we 
do, to see what needs to be expunged. Consider 
the things that stand between us and our God. 
What about some of our pleasures? Our habits? 
Let’s not attempt to excuse them saying, “Well, 
that’s just the way I am.” No, we need to get rid 
of them for they will keep us from serving the 
Lord, as we should. We need to pray to the Lord 
that He will give us the strength to change, for 
we do not have such strength in ourselves. But it 
must be done!
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J OSI A H R EBU I LDS T H E T E MPLE 
2 ChrOniCLES 34:8–13
Josiah knew that he could not leave a vacuum, 
taking away something without putting 
something in its place. If the people were 
not to worship the gods to which they were 
accustomed, they had to have another God 
to worship, and since the young king was 
determined to follow in the footsteps of his 
illustrious ancestor, King David, it was not hard 
for him to determine which God that needed to 
be — the Lord Yahweh. In place of the altars and 
temples that were destroyed, he began the repair 
of the temple in Jerusalem, which another of his 
ancestors had erected — King Solomon.

King Josiah selected three very prominent men 
to supervise the repair of the temple. He was 
very dependent upon the high priest, Hilkiah, 
who was all but a forgotten man in the land. 
Somehow, during this decadent period, the funds 
that were contributed for the care of the temple 
had been preserved by the Levites, and were 
now available for this project. The repair was 
carefully done with the knowledge that it was 
being done to the glory of God.

God intended for His people to have the temple 
as the one central place of worship, for thus 
they would remain a united people from whom 
eventually the Messiah would come to bring 
salvation to His people. Since the Messiah has 
come, this is not necessary for us today. We do 
need a place of worship, and we want that to be 
a place in good repair that honors our God.

Many of us, however, need to repair the House 
of God in our homes. How many homes still have 
a time when the family gathers to read the Word 
of God and to pray? Those of you who had this 
experience in your youth, when your parents did 

have family worship, know now that it was a 
valuable training. Family worship drew the family 
together and brought you close to the Lord so 
you felt that He indeed ruled in your home. Today 
the House of God in our homes appears to be in 
sad disrepair and this hurts the spiritual life of 
the family.

J OSI A H H A S T H E B O OK OF T H E L AW 
R E A D TO T H E PEOPLE 
2 ChrOniCLES 34:14–28
While the temple in Jerusalem was being 
repaired, Hilkiah came upon the “Book of the 
Law of the Lord given through Moses” (v. 14). 
Moses’ writings had almost been forgotten in 
the land, so King Josiah first had these books 
read for him. Next, he summoned the people 
from everywhere to Jerusalem so that they too 
might hear the reading of the Bible and know 
what the Lord expected of them. What a blessed 
undertaking that was! King Josiah thus did not 
structure his reformation on his own ideas, but 
upon God’s own Word.

One of the greatest blessings that has come to 
us as a result of the Reformation is to have the 
Bible in a language that we can understand. Do 
we take it too much for granted? God has given 
us His Word to teach us the things we need to 
know for our personal happiness and well-being 
— how we can be right with Him, how we can 
live peaceably with the people around us, how we 
can face the troubles of life, what we can expect 
at the time of death and after. But many of us 
are not reading God’s Word or studying it as we 
should. The church offers special opportunities 
for studies but people pass them by, and then 
wonder why their life is empty and seems 
devoid of divine blessings. This is an area where 
reformation is needed in the church today!

J O S I A H
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K I NG J OSI A H A N D H IS PEOPLE 
DEDIC AT E T H E MSELV ES TO GOD 
2 ChrOniCLES 34:29–33
Idols had been destroyed, the temple repaired and 
the Book of the Law recovered and read. There was 
a fourth phase to the reformation of King Josiah, 
and this was important for it personalized the entire 
effort for every individual in his kingdom. King 
Josiah, the youthful leader of the people, pledged 
before all his constituents that he would do what God 
expected of him. What a noble example he became 
for his people (34:31)!

Having made this commitment himself, the king then 
insisted that his people make such a commitment 
also (34:32). He did not want them merely to listen 
half-heartedly to what the Lord expected of them 
and nod their approval. He wanted them to commit 
themselves to do these things so they would feel the 
responsibility of rendering obedience to God who had 
so blessed them.

The church today is going to be what the leaders 
of the church are, and our families are going to be 
what the parents are. That is quite a mouthful, but 
it is true. It is saying something to everyone who is 
a member of a Christian congregation, especially to 
those occupying some position of leadership. Are we 
fully conscious of what it is that the Lord expects of 
us? Are we really living our religion?

To parents, this is saying the religious life in your 
home is dependent upon you. The problem in 
our homes is not so much delinquent children as 
delinquent parents. How can there be a strong 
spiritual influence in the home when parents are 
content to send their children to Sunday school 
while they stay away from the church? How can 
the children really learn to love and trust the Lord if 
parents take no time as a family to pray and to speak 
about God? Children need to hear their parents 
praise and thank God regularly for the good things 
that happen in and around the home. This is surely 
an area in need of reformation.

So Josiah began with himself, but he did not stop 
there. He insisted that the leaders of the nation and 
then all the people also pledge themselves to do 
what the Lord required of them in His Word. In short, 
if there is to be a true reformation, it has to come 
down to every individual — each person must be 
touched by it.

Every one of us needs to ask himself some very 
basic questions:

 · Do I realize that I am a sinner and that my sins 
separate me from God?

 · Am I truly sorry for my sins?

 · Do I believe that unless my sins are forgiven, I 
can never have a relationship with God or the 
hope of heaven?

Above all, we need to ask ourselves this simple 
question:

 · Do I believe that Jesus is my personal Savior?

At this point, you are perhaps wondering what is 
wrong with the writer. We go to church on Sunday, 
we say our prayers at some time each day, we lay 
aside something as a gift to the Lord each week, and 
we are kind and helpful to other people. Doesn’t that 
make us Christians? Doesn’t that please God? Can 
He think evil of us when we are people like that? 
You see how easy it is for us to be sidetracked. We 
forget that it is only because of Jesus and what He 
did for us. He carried our sins to Calvary and died as 
a punishment for us, and then rose again to assure 
us that the debt of our sin was fully paid. How often 
we need to be reminded! How often we need to ask 
ourselves whether we really believe it! The devil is 
always there to whisper doubt into our ears.

How about the next questions:

 · Am I ready with the aid of the Holy Spirit to try 
to improve my life in accordance with the will 
of God that I discovered through my personal 
study of His Word?
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 · When God points out to me that there are things in my life that need to be changed, am I 
willing to make those changes?

 · Am I ready to listen to the Lord and to obey Him?

These are vital questions because it is important that we live our faith.

In order to confirm all that he had tried to bring about in the lives of his people, King Josiah 
re-established the keeping of the Passover, a celebration that God had given to his people to 
make them aware of their great heritage (2 Chronicles 35). As you read the description of that 
celebration, you sense it had tremendous meaning for the people. The Passover had never been 
celebrated like that since the days of Samuel (v. 18). This is just another reminder to us of the zeal 
of Josiah in leading his people back to God.

T H E DE AT H OF J OSI A H 
2 ChrOniCLES 35:20–24
Peace reigned in the land and it was a time of blessing. Then, however, the old evil foe reared his 
head, and Josiah was involved in a war that was not at all of his doing. The king of Egypt waged 
war on some of Josiah’s allies and he felt compelled to go to their assistance. In the battle, he 
was mortally wounded. With great sorrow, his people laid him in his tomb at the tender age of 
thirty-nine, thus ended the noble reign of this godly king. It is interesting to note that the prophet 
Jeremiah was active at this time and lamented the death of Josiah.

CONCLUSION
Let’s review the four phases of reformation that King Josiah inaugurated for the good of his people 
that we may apply to our lives:

1. He removed the hindrances to a true worship of God.

2. He reconstructed the temple as a place of worship for his people.

3. He instructed his people in the Word of God.

4. He demanded a personal dedication of all his people.

If we follow this in our lives, we will open the door so Jesus’ love can come into our lives and 
direct us along His paths.

So Josiah began with himself, but he did not stop there. He insisted that the leaders 
of the nation and then all the people also pledge themselves to do what the Lord 
required of them in His Word. In short, if there is to be a true reformation, it 

has to come down to every individual — each person must be touched by it.
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