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any people question the value of the Old Testament as a resource 
for modern day living. In writing to Timothy, Paul gives us 

the reason for such a study. “All Scripture is breathed out by God and 
profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in 
righteousness, that the man of God may be complete, equipped for every 
good work” (2 Timothy 3:16–17).

The purpose of the Old Testament is to tell us the story of God’s chosen 
people and how He directed the course of their history until His promise, 
first given to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:15), could be 
fulfilled and the Savior, who would redeem the world from sin, could come 
into the world. This makes these writings vitally important, for they speak 
constantly of this coming Savior, the Messiah.

Another important consideration is that we are dealing today with the same 
God who was involved in the lives of the people of the Old Testament. Our 
God is unchangeable (Malachi 3:6; Psalm 102:27). What a comfort that is 
for us! The gracious manner in which God dealt with these people is the 
same way He deals with people today. Everything written about Him and 
His relationship with man is applicable to our day.

The purpose of the Old Testament is to tell 
us the story of God’s chosen people and how 
He directed the course of their history until 

His promise, first given to Adam and Eve in 
the Garden of Eden (Genesis 3:15), could be 

fulfilled and the Savior, who would redeem the 
world from sin, could come into the world.
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Another thing to be considered is how God 
arranged for us to have the story of the lives 
of these great people of the Old Testament 
recorded so that we might learn from them. As 
we examine these people, we will discover that 
they are very much like us. Since they were 
successful in both their earthly lives and in 
their relationship with God, there is much to be 
learned from them.

R E L AT IONSH I P TO OT H ER ST U DI ES
In the study of the books of Genesis and Exodus, 
we find that Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob were 
the patriarchal family of God’s chosen people. 
They possessed no permanent land for their 
homes. However, God was determined they 
should have such a land. First, He needed to 
strengthen and solidify them as a people. This 
was accomplished by their sojourn in Egypt, the 
great trials they had to endure, and their exodus 
through the wilderness.

Through the leadership of Moses, God again 
brought these people to the land that He had 
promised to Abraham. Our study is going to show 
how they conquered that land and how they 
used it until the time when God’s great promise 
of a Savior would be fulfilled. They became an 
established people with a permanent home who 
could build cities and develop industries.

The history of Israel could have been very simple 
if they had served the Lord and followed the 
leadership He provided for them. Unfortunately, 
they did not do so, and that is why Israel’s 
history is a complex one.

Rather than confine ourselves to the study of 
one book in the Old Testament, we are going to 
examine the great people who had an important 
influence on God’s chosen people. In that way, 
we will have an opportunity to look into most of 
the Old Testament.

Here are the Great People you will learn to know.

JOSHUA – Godly Nobleness

CALEB – Courage to Dare

RUTH – Picture of Faithfulness

GIDEON – Dare to Do Great Things

SAMSON – A Victorious Ending

DEBORAH – Faithful Obedience

SAMUEL – Supreme Dedication

SAUL – Good Beginning — Bad Ending

DAVID – Trials and Triumphs

DAVID – God’s Man

JONATHAN – Brotherly Love

SOLOMON – True Blessedness

ELIJAH – Faithful Always

ELISHA – With God, All Things Are Possible

HEZEKIAH – With God’s Blessing

JONAH – A Man on a Mission

JOSIAH – Bent on Reformation

ISAIAH – Vision of Isaiah

JEREMIAH – Suffering For Convictions

ESTHER – For Such a Time as This

DANIEL – Using Our Talents

SHADRACH, MESHACH AND ABEDNEGO — 
Let Your Light Shine

EZRA – Being Truly Satisfied

NEHEMIAH – Going Home

AMOS – God’s Faithful Messenger

MICAH – Message of the Coming Messiah

MALACHI – God’s Last Messenger Until…

May God bless us together as we look at these 
Great People of the Old Testament!
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PER SONA L A PPLIC AT ION 
JOShUa

Pray that the Holy Spirit may guide you as you look today at the life of Joshua. We 
will be looking at portions of Exodus, Numbers, Deuteronomy, and Joshua.

Review:
1. After having read the INTRODUCTION, who are the “Great People” that were the patriarchal family of God’s 

chosen people?

2. What part did Moses play in the history of these people?

Lesson Preparation:
3. What is our first introduction to Joshua? (Exodus 17:9–13)

4. On Mount Sinai, God had just given His Law to the people and had then asked Moses to come to Him on the 
mountain. What are we told about Joshua in Exodus 24:13?

5. Joshua is being prepared for leadership. What did he deem essential in his training according to Exodus 
33:11?

6. Look at Numbers 13:1–3, 8. For what important task was Joshua chosen? You noted a different spelling 
of his name here. This was a common name, and it became the root of many Jewish names, including the 
name of Jesus.

7. In Numbers 13:27–33, two reports were brought back by the spies.
 What was the report of the majority?

 What was the report of the minority?

 To which group did Joshua belong? (Numbers 14:6–9)

8. Because the people accepted the majority report, what was to happen to them?
 (Numbers 14:28–30)
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 What about Joshua?

9. Read Exodus 33:11 and Deuteronomy 31:14. For what had the Lord been preparing Joshua?

 What characteristics would Joshua need?

 According to Ephesians 3:16–17, what is necessary for strength?

10. In Joshua 1:1–2, what is God’s command to Joshua?

 In your own words, state the promise God gives to Joshua in 1:5. Does that apply to us today? See Hebrews 
13:5–6.

 What encouragement and exhortation is Joshua given in 1:6–7?

 What was Joshua’s formula for success as a strong leader? (1:8)

 How does 1:9 encourage you?

11. From Joshua 5:13–15, describe the strengthening experience Joshua had as he stood before the walls of 
Jericho.

12. Read about the Fall of Jericho in Joshua, Chapter 6. According to Joshua 6:27, what was the result of this 
miraculous accomplishment?

13. What impression do you get of Joshua from Joshua 8:30–35?

14. Describe the unusual occurrence in the life of Joshua found in 10:12–14.

15. The battles of Joshua in conquering the land have been described in previous chapters. From Joshua 
23:1–3, what conclusions do you draw about his accomplishment?
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 How do you suppose the people felt toward him?

 To whom does he give the glory?

16. In Joshua 24:14–15, read the exhortation that Joshua makes to his people. What words would make a good 
wall motto for your home?

17. Joshua 24:24–28. What is the point Joshua is trying to impress upon his people?

 Why do you suppose he is so concerned?

 Where did Joshua write the covenant he had made with the people?

18. From Joshua 24:29–31, describe the manner of Joshua’s death. What marvelous summary is given of his life?

 Explain how Revelation 14:13 applies to Joshua.

19. What have you learned from Joshua’s life that may benefit your spiritual life?
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J OSHUA – GODLY NOB LEN ESS
Have you set your eyes on your goal? Are you taking the road that leads 
to it? There are goals that are “out of this world.” They have nothing to 
do with money and possessions. We know the way to reach higher goals 
is to be in Jesus Christ. But there are always those who want to find their 
own way. Instead of pointing to Jesus, they point at themselves and their 
achievements.

In this life, God’s Word will help us decide on our goals. Once we have 
determined God-pleasing goals, we should allow nothing to hinder us 
in our pursuit of them. It is here that Joshua serves as a good example. 
We shall define Joshua’s life as the ultimate in GODLY NOBLENESS. The 
purpose of our study is to show the development of this great man of God.

J OSHUA – T H E SOLDI ER
We have no information about the birth of Joshua except that he was of the 
tribe of Ephraim and his father’s name was Nun. We do know he was among 
those who came out of Egyptian slavery and knew the almighty power of 
God shown through the activity of Moses. No doubt this influenced him to 
develop a strong faith in God and a deep loyalty to Moses. We may have 
pictured Joshua as rather rugged, the kind of man a professional football 
scout would seek out today. He probably is the Old Testament counterpart of 
the big fisherman, Simon Peter, in the New Testament.

JOSHUA – THE CONQUEROR 7

THE CONQUEST OF THE LAND BEGINS 8

JOSHUA – THE LEADER 9

JOSHUA’S L IFE  FOR US 10

PERSONAL APPL ICAT ION – CALEB 11

How does the Holy Spirit bring about this nobleness in us? 
Just as He did with Joshua. He reminds us of the promise 
Jesus made: “I am with you always”(Matt. 28:20). He 

brings it through the Word of God as we read and study 
it. He adds the strengthening gift of the Lord’s Supper.
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When the children of Israel are nearing the 
Promised Land of Canaan, Moses hopes to fill 
the people with enthusiasm for their new home 
(Numbers 13:1–2, 8). He decides to send a spy 
from each of the twelve tribes into this land to 
determine the kind of country to which the Lord is 
leading them. One of those spies is Joshua.

Joshua’s tribe chose him to be their 
representative because he was a natural leader. 
When the spies returned, they reported with fear 
and trembling that the land was well fortified 
and the enemy was mighty. We are not surprised 
that it was Joshua and the old fire horse, Caleb, 
who stated their belief that the Lord would give 
them this Promised Land. Joshua and Caleb 
encouraged the people to go forward.

At this point, Israel rebelled against the Lord and 
begged to go back to Egypt and a life of slavery. 
As a result, the Lord punished them by declaring 
they would wander in the wilderness until every 
last one of them was dead, and that only Joshua 
and Caleb would be allowed to enter the Promised 
Land. This meant forty years of wandering in the 
wilderness (Numbers 14:30–33).

Soon after Israel entered the wilderness, Moses 
realized he needed to organize an army and 
chose Joshua to be his military leader (Exodus 
17:8–15). He was a valiant warrior, and with 
the help of God, his untrained army won many 
a battle. This resulted in him becoming Moses’ 
right-hand man.

After the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai, God 
ordered Moses to ascend the mountain to receive 
the Ten Commandments recorded on two slabs of 
stone and the other laws by which the children of 
Israel were to be guided. Moses took Joshua with 
him up the mountain. By now, Joshua is described 
as Moses’ minister for it was evident to all that 
he fought for the glory of the Lord with God’s 
blessing (Ex. 24:12–13).

Joshua’s preparation for leading Israel included 
the cultivation of a strong relationship with God. 
We are made aware of this in Ex. 33:9–11. The 
tabernacle, which God ordered His people to 
construct, was the center of their worship. The 
people could not enter the tabernacle, but stood 
around it while Moses entered and communicated 
with God. Moses then brought God’s messages 
to the people. The cloudy pillar was the sign of 
God’s presence. In this instance, we are told that 
Joshua entered the tabernacle with Moses and 
they became prayer partners. When Moses left 
the tabernacle, probably because of pressing 
duties, Joshua remained behind and continued his 
communication with God.

The Bible emphasizes throughout the need for 
this kind of a relationship with God (Ephesians 
6:10–18). If we are to be strong and successful, 
we need God’s help and His constant guidance, 
and this comes to us as we meditate upon His 
Word and seek Him in prayer.

J OSHUA – T H E CONQ U EROR
As always, when a person lives in close 
communion with God, He reaches out with the 
promise of His blessing. So the Lord assured 
Joshua that He would also bless him, and that he 
would be successful in all the battles into which he 
would lead Israel’s army (Joshua 1:5–6).

The time had come for the big venture. After 
forty years of wandering in the wilderness, the 
time had finally arrived when God’s people would 
possess the land that He had promised them. 
Certain preparations needed to be made, and the 
Lord guided Joshua through all of them (Joshua 
1:8–9). It was necessary for Joshua and his army 
to know something of the lay of the land, so he 
ordered spies into the city of Jericho. This would 
be their first challenge.

The two spies entered Jericho and were received 
into the home of a woman named Rahab. 
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Although she was a prostitute, she became a 
tool in the hand of God. Rahab protected the 
spies when a search was made for them. As a 
result, she was told she would be preserved 
when the destruction of Jericho occurred by 
placing a red cord in her window. Even more 
interesting is the fact that Rahab became an 
ancestress of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ 
(Matt. 1:5). The report the spies brought back 
gave Joshua the assurance the Lord would give 
Jericho into his hands (Joshua 2:24).

Joshua began the spiritual preparation of God’s 
people for their great adventure. Then Joshua 
said to the people, “Consecrate yourselves, for 
tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among 
you” (Joshua 3:5). He then summoned all the 
people to him and rehearsed for them the 
things the Lord had promised (3:9). Joshua 
wanted the people to realize and remember that 
whatever success they achieved was a gift of 
God’s grace. He then asked each tribe to select 
someone to bring a stone that would be used to 
erect a memorial.

The time had come for Israel to cross over the 
Jordan River into the land God had promised 
them. The Jordan River was at flood stage, 
but when the priests carrying the ark of the 
covenant stepped into the water, it divided and 
made a clear path of dry ground upon which all 
the people could walk into their land of promise 
(Joshua 3:1–17).

Joshua ordered all uncircumcised males to be 
circumcised. He wanted to be sure that all were 
in covenantal relationship with God. That same 
night Joshua stood near the walls of Jericho 
where an angel appeared to assure him God 
would deliver the city into his hands (Joshua 
5:13–15).

T H E CONQ U EST 
OF T H E L A N D B EGI NS
Jericho: It was a mighty walled city. Within the 
walls was the fortress, but most of the people 
lived outside the walls. God commanded the 
people to march around the walls each day for 
six days, and on the seventh day, they were to 
march around the walls seven times. At the end 
of the seventh march, they were to shout and 
make a great noise, and the walls of the city 
would come tumbling down (Joshua 6).

Ai: By God’s order (Joshua 8:1), Ai was to be 
the next challenge. God’s plan was that this city 
be taken by means of an ambush. By night, a 
great army moved to the far side of the city and 
remained hidden while the remainder of the 
troops marched upon the city and coaxed the 
army of Ai to come out for battle. The other army 
entered Ai from the rear and the soldiers of Ai 
were caught in a pincer movement. The result 
was complete destruction of Ai (Joshua 8:28).

Gibeon: These were the next people with whom 
Joshua intended to deal. They, however, were 
a wily people who sent ambassadors to Joshua 
pretending to have come from a far distance. 
They pleaded with Joshua not to invade their 
land, which was a great distance away. Joshua 
and his people believed them and made a treaty 
with their ambassadors promising them safety. 
It was three days before they discovered these 
men were from Gibeon. Because of the treaty, 
the people of Gibeon were spared, but they 
became servants to Israel (Joshua 9).

Amorites: The Amorites were led by five kings 
including the King of Jerusalem. They banded 
together when they heard what had happened 
to Jericho and Ai, and how Gibeon had made 
a peace treaty with the invading forces. They 

J O S H U A

LWBS8

2



decided to attack Gibeon and punish its 
people for their treachery, but the Gibeonites 
sent word to Joshua, who came to the 
defense of Gibeon, and a great battle ensued.

It was in this battle the great event took 
place for which Joshua is perhaps best 
remembered. Israel was prevailing in the 
battle, but the day was coming to a close and 
the enemy was not totally defeated. Joshua 
was afraid the enemy would escape during 
the night so he commanded the sun to stand 
still. For almost a whole day the sun did not 
move. Read the summary of this story in 
Joshua 10:12–14.

The victory was complete, but the five kings 
fled and hid themselves in caves where 
they were discovered and executed. In this 
way, it was known the Lord had given this 
land to the Israelites. These were God’s 
special people, who needed to be a nation 
so His promise of salvation could, in His 
time, be fulfilled. While we may be disturbed 
by some of the cruelty perpetrated, we 
must remember that if God’s plan was to 
be accomplished, these people with their 
pagan religions had to be driven from the 
land so God’s people could remain faithful 
to Jehovah. Even in this day, there are 
those times when a Christian must fight 
for the Lord against the forces of evil and 
destruction (2 Cor. 10:4 and Eph. 6:12).

The Others: Joshua 11 records the manner 
in which Joshua completed the conquest of 
the land that would belong to God’s people. 
The real purpose of this conquest is given in 

a rather strange statement in Joshua 11:20. 
For God’s people to remain His people they 
could not live among those who worshipped 
other gods. The same thing is true for us, and 
this is stated clearly in Matt. 7:15; 1 John 
4:1; Rom. 16:17; 2 Cor. 6:14–18.

J OSHUA – T H E LE A DER
Now that the land belonged to Israel, the 
time had come for them to get organized as 
a nation. Joshua demonstrated the ability to 
make it happen. We recognize Joshua’s talent 
as a gift of God. He was the kind of man God 
could use for this great task.

It was important for the twelve tribes to 
maintain their identity because of their 
various destinies. Salvation for the whole 
world would come from them, and from the 
tribe of Judah would come a Savior. For 
this reason, it was important that each tribe 
receive its own allotment of land, and Joshua 
made the assignments very wisely, no doubt 
keeping in mind the words Jacob had spoken 
to each of his sons as he gave them his final 
blessing (Genesis 49). Note that the tribe of 
Levi received no land, but was given cities in 
which to live scattered throughout the land, 
for they were to be of the priestly order. Note 
also that Joseph’s descendants received two 
allotments for the tribe of Manasseh and the 
tribe of Ephraim.

Most important of all, Joshua was very 
intent on keeping his people close to God, 
and so he initiated a number of traditions 
that would always remind them of the great 
things God had done for them. Joshua 
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established the Altar of Remembrance (Joshua 22:26–27), not as a place of worship, but as 
a constant reminder to all the tribes that they were dedicated to the Lord and thus joined to 
one another. This was pleasing to all the people and became a bond between them (Joshua 
22:33–34).

His task completed, Joshua realized his days on earth were numbered so he called an 
assembly of all the people and gave them his final exhortation (Joshua 23 & 24). Listen to 
his words in Joshua 23:11 for they characterize this man: “Be very careful, therefore, to love 
the LORD your God.” Again, in Joshua 24:14: “Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him 
in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River 
and in Egypt, and serve the LORD.” What a ring of GODLY NOBLENESS in these words!

Joshua’s final words will always remain with us (Joshua 24:15): “And if it is evil in your 
eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers 
served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. 
But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.” Here was a man of 110 years, his life 
was drawing to a close, but he still had love for his people and wanted to inspire them. What 
gave this ancient man of God such strength? As in the cases of Moses, Abraham, and Noah, 
Joshua trusted himself into the hands of God. He remembered the promise God had made to 
be with him wherever he went (Joshua 1:9). That promise had proved true.

J OSHUA’S LI FE FOR US
Godly Nobleness — Surely, we need it too! It is not ours by nature, but given by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. We see it in the dedicated people of God who give unselfishly of themselves 
and of their material wealth so that others may be benefited. We see this nobleness in faith-
filled people who go out to speak to those who do not know Jesus. We see this nobleness 
in young people who are determined to walk in the ways of the Lord though others go their 
own way.

How does the Holy Spirit bring about this nobleness in us? Just as He did with Joshua. He 
reminds us of the promise Jesus made: “I am with you always” (Matt. 28:20). He brings 
it through the Word of God as we read and study it. He adds the strengthening gift of the 
Lord’s Supper. God does not force anyone to use the gifts He offers, but He makes His grace 
available to all through Word and Sacrament.

“Choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served 
in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose 

land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”
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