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Lesson 9
JoHn 7 :1 -53

IntroductIon
Chapter	seven	shows	Jesus	giving	a	deeper	meaning	to	people	celebrating	a	
religious	holiday.	He	calls	them	to	a	more	dynamic	spiritual	life	by	exposing	
the	pettiness	of	their	criticism,	the	foolishness	of	their	logic,	and	the	basis	
for	His	own	ministry.	Chapters	five	and	six	reminded	us	of	the	words	of	the	
prologue.	“He	came	to	that	which	was	his	own	but	his	own	did	not	receive	
him”	(1:11).	As	the	events	of	chapter	seven	unfold,	we	already	know	that	“his	
own”	want	to	kill	Jesus	(5:18),	stop	following	Him	(6:66)	and	are	destined	
to	betray	Him	(6:71).	Chapter	seven	will	continue	to	show	how	the	world	
condemns	itself	with	the	rejection	of	Jesus.

We	will	examine	the	chapter	in	four	sections.	The	first	section	(7:1-13)	
gives	us	background	information	before	Jesus	goes	to	Jerusalem.	In	the	
second	section	(7:14-24),	Jesus	defends	His	ministry	by	calling	people	to	
“stop	judging	by	mere	appearances”	(7:24).	The	third	section	(7:25-44)	is	
dominated	by	silly	reasons	for	rejecting	Jesus	and	sensational	promises	
for	those	who	accept	Him.	The	final	section	(7:45-52)	gives	the	frustrating	
debate	of	people	justifying	their	own	actions	and	attitudes.

Why ceLeBrAte? – John 7:1-13
Countries	create	holidays	and	religions	observe	festivals	to	provide	
inspiration	and	education	for	life.	Unfortunately,	selfish	interests	or	simple	
ignorance	often	overshadow	the	original	purpose	of	such	celebrations.	For	
example,	in	the	United	States,	Memorial	Day	has	become	simply	a	three-
day	vacation	weekend	for	many	people	instead	of	a	day	of	grateful	patriotic	
remembering	of	heroic	military	and	civilian	sacrifices.	As	another	example,	in	
the	church,	Lent	began	as	a	time	for	moral	examination,	but	today,	for	many,	
it	is	ignored	or	merely	a	tradition.

What	happens	when	people	celebrate	for	the	wrong	reasons?	They	must	
again	learn	the	real	reason	for	celebration.	In	chapter	seven,	Jesus	

“Like Jesus’ enemies of old, unbelievers today reject great 
blessings when they are satisfied with their own opinions.”
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teaches	His	disciples,	His	enemies,	and	us	what	real	
Christian	celebration	is	all	about.	The	event	takes	place	
at	the	time	of	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles.	Tabernacles	
was	one	of	the	three	most	important	religious	holidays	
at	the	time	of	Jesus.	It	was	one	of	the	three	so-called	
pilgrimage	festivals	since	males	were	required	to	make	a	
pilgrimage	to	Jerusalem	(Exodus	23:14-17,	34:22-23	and	
Deuteronomy	16:1-17).	Passover,	in	the	spring	celebrated	
the	God-given	release	from	slavery.	The	second	great	
festival	originally	was	a	celebration	of	the	beginning	of	
the	wheat	harvest	but	it	also	became	a	celebration	of	the	
giving	of	the	Law	at	Mt.	Sinai.	Greek	speaking	Jews	gave,	
it	the	name	Pentecost	because	it	was	approximately	fifty	
days	(Greek:	“Pentecoste”)	after	Passover.

The	Festival	of	Tabernacles	was,	in	many	ways,	the	most	
joyous	of	the	three	pilgrim	festivals.	Like	a	Thanksgiving	
Day,	it	joyfully	and	gratefully	marked	the	completion	of	the	
harvest.	Tabernacles	also	recalled	national	glory	because	
it	was	the	time	when	Solomon	dedicated	the	magnificent	
temple	(1	Kings	8:2).	The	holiday	also	expressed	a	longing	
for	peace	when	all	nations	would	gather	to	worship	God	
(Zechariah	14:16).

The	Bible	gives	basic	information	about	the	festival.	It	
was	called	a	seven	day	festival	although	the	closing	
ceremonies	were	held	on	the	eighth	day.	On	the	first	and	
eighth	day	no	work	was	done	(Leviticus	23:35,	36	&	39).	
Regular	sacrifices	of	grains	and	other	foods	were	burned	
each	day	to	praise	God.	The	people	carried	leaves	and	
branches	much	as	people	today	might	wave	a	flag	at	an	
Olympic	event	or	national	holiday	(Leviticus	23:40).	The	
branches,	called	a	“lubab,”	were	carried	and	waved	each	
day	when	the	congregation	sang	Psalms	113	through	118.

The	most	conspicuous	element	of	the	celebration	was	
the	construction	of	temporary	shelters	or	booths	in	which	
people	lived	during	the	festival	(Leviticus	23:42).	The	
outdoor	living	reminded	the	people	of	God’s	historic	
protection	during	the	wilderness	wanderings	and	helped	
them	realize	better	their	own	blessings.

The	Tabernacle	celebration	through	the	centuries	
developed	three	liturgical	acts	not	mentioned	in	the	Bible	
but	helpful	in	understanding	Jesus’	comments.	Every	
morning,	the	priests	gathered	at	the	gate	overlooking	

the	Kidron	Valley	and	faced	the	temple.	As	the	sun	rose,	
they	stated,	“Our	ancestors,	when	they	were	in	this	
place,	turned	with	their	faces	toward	the	east,	and	they	
worshiped	the	sun	toward	the	east;	but	as	for	us,	our	eyes	
are	turned	toward	the	Lord.”

The	second	liturgical	act	took	place	every	evening	when	
four	huge	seven	branched	torches	(Menorahs)	were	lit	to	
give	light	to	the	whole	temple	area.	Worn-out	clothing	of	
the	priests	provided	wicks	for	the	huge	lamps.	The	choir	
of	Levites	chanted	one	of	each	of	the	fifteen	Psalms	of	
Ascent	(Psalms	120-134)	on	each	of	the	fifteen	steps	into	
the	court	of	the	women.	Other	pilgrims	worshiped	with	
a	torch	dance.	The	liturgy	lasted	almost	all	night.	That	
“Liturgy	of	Light”	provides	a	vivid	background	to	Jesus’	
claim	to	be	the	light	of	the	world	(John	8:12).

The	third	liturgical	act	helps	us	understand	why	Jesus	
would	apply	water	imagery	to	Himself	and	His	work	(John	
7:37-38).	On	the	first	day	of	the	festival	there	was	a	
procession	of	priests	that	went	down	to	the	pool	of	Siloam	
to	bring	water	in	a	special	vessel	back	to	the	temple	area.	
The	priests	would	parade	about	the	altar	while	the	people	
waved	their	branches	and	sang	“Save	us,	we	beseech	
thee,	0	Lord.”	A	priest	would	then	mount	the	great	altar	
and	pour	water	and	wine	from	two	silver	bowls	on	the	
altar.	The	action	reminded	the	people	of	the	God-given	
gift	of	water	and	served	as	a	prayer	for	the	winter	rains	
to	come.	Without	the	rain,	there	would	be	no	harvest	and	
no	life.	Remembering	God’s	gift	of	rain	encouraged	moral	
examination	because	people	could	remember	when	God	
withheld	the	rain	during	the	immoral	era	of	King	Ahab	(1	
Kings	17:1).	They	may	also	have	remembered	how	God	
gave	rain	as	part	of	the	demonstration	of	His	power	over	
Baal	(1	Kings	18:41-45).

fAmILy mIsunderstAndInG or reJectIon
After	Jesus	had	claimed	the	divine	right	to	break	Sabbath	
traditions	by	His	healing	act	of	mercy	(5:16),	certain	
religious	leaders	wanted	to	kill	Him	(5:18	and	7:1).	Yet	
Jesus’	brothers	urge	Him	to	go	to	Jerusalem.	The	inspired	
writer	tells	us	that	they	speak	as	unbelievers	(7:5).	The	
fine	sounding	words	taunt	Jesus.	Either	they	expect	
Jesus	to	stay	away	proving	that	He	is	a	cowardly	false	
prophet	proclaiming	strong	but	empty	words,	or	they	may	
hope	that	He	will	go	and	face	public	humiliation	for	His	
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preposterous	(to	them)	claims.	Like	the	jealous	brothers	of	
Joseph	(Genesis	37),	they	do	not	believe	their	brother	has	
an	important	part	of	God’s	work.	Or	maybe	they	wonder	
if	Jesus	will	practice	what	He	preaches.	If	Jesus	has	the	
power	He	claims,	let	Him	do	some	public	miracle	that	will	
bring	honor	to	the	family!

Such	unbelief	appears	in	the	church	in	many	forms.	We,	
as	Christian	brothers	and	sisters,	may	selfishly	pray	that	
Jesus	will	do	what	we	want	done.	Never	asking	that	“His	
will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	heaven,”	our	demands	fail	
to	consider	God’s	superior	wisdom.	Or	we	may	demand	
church	workers	and	church	leaders	to	do	things	our	way.	
We	may	even	hope	that	they	will	fail	because	their	failure	
covers	our	own	failures.	We	may	seek	public	recognition	
rather	than	serving	God.	We	may	even	support	evangelism	
wanting	new	members	to	share	church	costs	rather	than	
wanting	others	to	share	the	Good	News	of	salvation.	Like	
Jesus’	brothers,	good	words	about	Christian	service	may	
camouflage	bad	motives.

Jesus’	words	(7:6-8)	correct	His	brothers’	desire	for	public	
power.	Key	words	in	Jesus’	response	are,	“the	right	time”	
or	“opportune	time.”	Jesus	tells	His	brothers	that	every	
time	is	an	“opportune	time”	for	people	who	live	seeking	
public	prestige.	The	world	will	not	hate	such	people	
because	it	approves	the	motivation	of	seeking	popularity,	
going	along	with	the	crowd,	keeping	up	with	the	neighbors,	
or	following	peer	pressure.	The	world	does	not	demand	
good	ethics	as	much	as	great	success.	Jesus	will	be	hated	
because	He	condemns	evil	rather	than	practices	grandeur.	
He	teaches	that	God’s	truth	is	more	important	than	popular	
approval.	Following	His	brothers’	advice	would	make	
Him	a	human	“opportunist”	but	would	deny	the	Godly	
“opportunity”	to	suffer	for	the	world	(7:30,	8:20,	12:23,27,	
13:1,	and	17:1).

The	public	comments	illustrate	why	Jesus	chose	not	to	
go	to	the	feast	with	His	brothers.	They	do	not	understand	
God’s	will	or	Jesus’	work.	People	privately	debate	if	He	
is	good	or	deceptive	but	fear	of	others	(7:13)	shows	the	
weakness	of	their	faith.	As	Jesus	will	show,	such	confused	
people	need	divine	revelation	and	not	merely	displays	of	
miraculous	power.	His	dramatic	power	at	previous	festivals	
had	left	them	confused	and	hostile	(2:23-24,	5:18).

“God’s word and teaching are not 
of this world. The revelation of Jesus 
surpasses human understanding!”

chAnGe your stAndArds of JudGment – John 7:14-24
John	records	that	Jesus	went	to	the	feast	to	teach	(7:14),	
not	to	display	miraculous	power	as	His	brothers	had	urged	
(7:3).	The	peoples’	response	itself	ironically	convicts	them.	
They	cannot	accept	Jesus’	claim	to	speak	as	God,	yet	
they	are	amazed	at	His	learning	because	human	beings	
did	not	teach	Him.	They	ignore	the	logical	question,	“If	
humans	didn’t	teach	Him,	is	His	teaching,	as	He	claims,	
from	God?”

Jesus’	response	deals	not	with	the	abstract	sources	
of	authority	but	the	concrete	issue	of	moral	behavior.	
Jesus’	source	of	truth	is	the	invisible	God,	but	the	lack	of	
obedience	to	the	Mosaic	law	visibly	proves	rejection	of	
God.	Name	calling	and	lying	denial	(7:20)	add	proof	to	
Jesus’	witness	of	the	truth.	As	He	had	told	His	brothers,	
He	is	hated	because	He	tells	the	truth	(7:6-7).	Again,	
Jesus	does	not	debate	the	invisible	issue	of	whether	
or	not	they	want	to	kill	Him.	He	goes	to	the	heart	of	the	
problem	and	tries	to	prove	their	hatred	wrong.	He	knows	
they	want	to	kill	Him	because	He	broke	the	Sabbath	and	
made	Himself	equal	with	God	(5:18).	Using	their	faith	in	
Moses,	He	defends	His	healing	on	the	Sabbath	(7:22-
23).	Moses,	whom	they	accept,	proves	that	the	anger	
(or	desire	to	kill)	is	wrong.	Since	they	are	wrong	on	that	
point,	Jesus	demands	that	they	—	like	His	brothers	—	stop	
using	visible	standards	and	make	right	judgments,	by	
implication,	on	the	basis	of	God-given	criteria.

John’s	report	exposes	the	power	of	Jesus’	teaching	and	
the	folly	of	human	logic.	Name	calling	and	lies	stand	
revealed	as	evil.	More	positively,	the	story	underscores	
the	priority	of	God’s	power	over	religious	tradition.	A	good	
way	to	begin	applying	Jesus’	words	is	to	start	with	verse	
twenty-four.	Jesus	calls	us	to	dig	deeper	theologically	
than	public	appearances.	God’s	word	and	teaching	are	
not	of	this	world.	The	revelation	of	Jesus	surpasses	
human	understanding!	Then	let	God’s	word	show	you	
where	name	calling	and	lies	have	denied	Christian	
behavior	and	attitudes.
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A GreAt deBAte – John 7:25-44
The	next	section	illustrates	why	Jesus	would	tell	people	
to	stop	judging	by	mere	appearances	and	to	make	right	
judgments.	Human	opinions	and	observations	lead	people	
away	from	Jesus.	Instead	of	deciding	to	accept	(or	reject)	
Jesus’	teaching,	people	grapple	with	extraneous	issues.	Is	
this	the	man	threatened	with	death	(7:25)?	Does	His	public	
activity	mean	that	authorities	have	changed	their	minds	
(7:26)?	Do	His	miracles	make	Him	the	Christ	(7:31)?	Can	
He	be	the	Messiah	since	He	is	from	Galilee	and	Scripture	
says	the	Messiah	will	come	from	Bethlehem	(7:41-42)?	
Will	He	go	into	exile	and	teach	the	Greeks	(7:35)?	The	
responses	illustrate	the	variety	of	questions	people	can	
debate	today	as	they	avoid	Christ’s	call	to	faith.

Christ’s	call	to	faith	embraces	three	teachings.	First,	He	
tells	them	that	He,	but	not	they,	knows	God	because	He	
is	from	and	sent	by	God	(7:28-29).	Second,	Jesus	warns	
them	that	they	are	in	danger	of	losing	the	opportunity	to	
know	God	(7:33).	Finally,	He	makes	the	dramatic	claim	
that,	as	the	Scripture	promises,	“living	water	will	flow	from	
Him”	(7:38).

The	great	claim	clearly	means	that	Jesus	meets	the	
needs	of	people	although	some	details	are	not	clear.	For	
example,	does	the	living	water	flow	from	Jesus	or	the	
believer?	Furthermore,	to	which	Scripture	does	Jesus	
point?	Biblical	interpreters	are	almost	equally	divided	
on	the	first	question.	In	John	4:14,	Jesus	had	told	the	
Samaritan	woman	that	the	water	He	gives	will	become	a	
spring	inside	a	believer.	Yet,	in	John	19:34	water	flows	
from	the	side	of	Jesus.	Furthermore,	the	water	symbolized	
the	Spirit	(7:39)	which	is	given	by	Jesus	(20:22).	Although	
I	prefer	to	interpret	it	as	coming	“from	Jesus,”	I	am	content	
to	leave	the	interpretation	ambiguous.	The	call	of	the	
Gospel	is	for	believers	to	receive	the	Spirit	given	by	Jesus	
and	to	let	that	Spirit	flow	through	them	to	others.

Your	opinion	on	the	previous	question	will	influence	your	
search	for	the	Scripture	to	which	Jesus	refers.	Isaiah	
58:11,	Zechariah	14:8,	and	Proverbs	18:4	support	the	idea	
that	the	living	water	flows	from	God’s	people.	Isaiah	43:19-
21,	44:3	and	Psalm	78:15	support	the	interpretation	that	
the	water	flows	from	Jesus.	Furthermore,	Ezekiel	47:1-2	
describes	when	God	will	provide	a	great	deal	of	water	
coming	from	the	temple,	and	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles	
also	involved	water	ceremonies.	Thus	Scripture	connected	
the	Temple	with	the	promise	of	great	(water)	blessings	
to	people,	but	Jesus	promised	greater	blessings	through	
Himself	and/or	those	who	believe	in	Him.	Perhaps	Jesus	
wanted	people	to	think	about	such	Scripture.

In	conclusion,	there	are	a	variety	of	passages	to	which	
Jesus	may	have	referred.	Nevertheless,	we	must	honestly	
admit	that	we	cannot	point	to	one	Bible	passage	and	
assert	that	it	must	be	Jesus’	reference.	Perhaps	the	
uncertainty	is	deliberate.	It	reminds	us	of	our	own	limited	
knowledge	and	motivates	us	to	learn	more	from	Jesus.	
Our	own	uncertainty	mirrors	the	confusion	with	which	
this	section	ends.	People	are	divided:	they	want	to	act	
but	don’t	(7:43).	The	conclusion	shows	that	human	
indecisiveness	and	confusion	need	the	divine	authority	and	
blessings	of	Jesus.

the foLLy of JudGment By AppeArAnces – John 7:45-53
The	final	section	reads	like	a	tragic	comedy	of	errors.	
Unbelievers	reject	honest	questions	and	answers.	
Their	low	expectations	reject	even	a	plea	for	personal	
involvement	(7:51).	They	expect	a	prophet,	not	the	Son	of	
God.	Since	Jesus	does	not	meet	their	expectations,	they	
reject	Him.	Their	need	for	deeper	faith	reminds	us	that	the	
Law	was	given	through	Moses	but	grace	and	truth	came	
through	Jesus	Christ	(1:17).	Their	immediate	rejection	
warns	us	about	ending	our	search	for	God’s	truth	too	soon.	
Like	Jesus’	enemies	of	old,	unbelievers	today	reject	great	
blessings	when	they	are	satisfied	with	their	own	opinions.

Their need for deeper faith reminds us that the Law was given 
through Moses but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 8:1-59

Dear Lord Jesus, Light of the world, give us Your teaching and enable us 
to hold it so that we can know God’s truth and be free. Amen.

John	8:1-12
1.	 Check	the	footnotes	in	your	Bible	concerning	John	7:53	to	8:11.	What	do	you	learn	about	this	story	in	the	earliest,	most	

reliable	copies	of	John?

2.	 Do	you	think	the	story	is	consistent	with	the	teachings	of	Jesus?	Explain	your	answer.

3.	 What	did	the	Law	of	Moses	teach	about	sexual	immorality?	

	 Exodus	20:14

	 Leviticus	20:10

	 Deuteronomy	22:22-27

4.	 What	did	Jesus	teach	in	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount	(Matthew	5:27-30)	about	sexual	immorality?

5.	 How	were	the	teachers	of	the	law	and	Pharisees	trying	to	trap	Jesus?

6.	 Describe	Jesus’	action	and	how	His	answer	avoids	His	enemies’	trap.

7.	 What	do	you	find	most	thought	provoking	about	this	event?

8.	 What	are	your	attitudes	toward	the	accepted	morality	of	our	day?

9.	 How	would	you	apply	verse	12	to	the	narrative	told	in	the	previous	verses?

10.	 What	does	this	claim	of	Jesus	mean	to	you?
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John	8:13-30
11.	 How	does	Jesus	defend	His	witness?

12.	 How	do	you	defend	your	faith	in	Jesus?

13.	 How	did	the	listeners	misunderstand	Jesus’	words	in	8:21?	Explain	the	reaction	of	Jesus’	enemies.

14.	 How	does	Jesus	explain	the	thought	that	He	might	commit	suicide?

	 What	role	does	death	or	self-destruction	have	for	people	who	think	only	about	“this	world?”

15.	 The	Greek	word	behind	the	translation	“lifted	up”	(8:28)	can	have	a	literal	meaning	(“lift	up”	cf.	John	3:14,	12:32-34)	or	a	
figurative	meaning	(“praise”	or	“give	honor”).	What	does	“lifted	up”	mean	in	the	context	of	the	debate	in	chapter	8?

John	8:31-59
16.	 What	does	the	great	promise	of	Jesus	in	verses	31-32	mean	to	you?

17.	 How	do	unbelievers	today	misunderstand	Jesus	or	“underestimate”	His	importance?

18.	 Who	are	really	children	of	Abraham?	(Romans	4:1-5,	Galatians	3:6-7)

19.	 Why	does	Jesus	“challenge	the	ancestry”	of	people	who	trust	their	inherent	goodness?

	 Who	does	He	claim	is	their	real	“father?”

20.	 Give	three	reasons	why	the	people	attack	Jesus	and	what	can	we	learn	from	their	attack?

21.	 Chapter	eight	raises	the	question	of	“inherited”	spirituality.	How	can	being	born	into	a	family	with	strong	denominational	
traditions	or	even	into	a	strong	Christian	family	create	personal	spiritual	problems?	Compare	“We	are	children	of	
Abraham”	to	“We’ve	always	been	Christians”.
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