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BAckGround And settInG – John 6:1-4
Jesus	had	returned	from	Jerusalem	(John	5:1-48)	to	Galilee.	We	do	not	know	
His	precise	location	except	that	it	was	at	the	northern	end	of	the	lake	near	
Capernaum	(John	6:59)	and	Phillip’s	home	at	Bethsaida	(John	1:44,	6:5).

Since	it	is	Passover,	it	is	surprising	that	Jesus	is	so	far	from	Jerusalem.	
Deuteronomy	16:15	required	every	adult	Jewish	male	to	make	a	Passover	
pilgrimage	to	the	Holy	City.	John	tells	us	that	Jesus	made	that	pilgrimage	at	
least	twice	(John	2:13f	and	12:1f).	Why	does	Jesus	celebrate	this	Passover	
in	Galilee?	Mark	explains	why	Jesus	withdrew	from	Galilee	to	an	isolated	
place	(Mark	6:31)	but	does	not	tell	us	that	it	is	Passover	time.	Although	John	
does	not	record	Mark’s	reasons,	by	noting	that	it	is	Passover,	he	inspires	us	
to	speculate	that	the	detail	may	enrich	our	understanding	of	the	story.	Was	
it	that	Jesus	needed	more	time	for	His	public	ministry,	that	it	was	not	yet	
time	for	Him	to	die,	or	did	He	leave	Jerusalem	to	celebrate	a	more	“spiritual”	
Passover?	The	previous	Passover	had	suffered	from	great	distractions	(2:13-
25)	and	perhaps	Jesus	wanted	to	teach	His	disciples	to	celebrate	a	more	
spiritual	Passover	with	“the	temple”	that	He	would	“build	in	three	days”	(cf.	
John	2:19-21).

It	must	be	noted	that	the	crowds	may	have	followed	Jesus	for	the	wrong	
reasons.	John	doesn’t	say	that	they	came	because	they	believed	(John	6:2).	
Maybe	they	selfishly	wanted	to	experience	the	power	of	Jesus	but	did	not	
care	about	His	relation	to	the	Father.	The	ungodly	self-interest	is	illustrated	
by	the	crowd’s	response	to	the	sign	(6:15).	The	annual	Passover	celebrated	
national	victory	from	slavery	and	the	creation	of	a	people	governed	by	God’s	
Law.	People	at	Jesus’	time	hoped	that	a	similar	miracle	would	free	them	from	
Roman	military	occupation	and	create	an	independent	nation.	According	
to	some	Jewish	traditions,	the	deliverance	would	take	place	at	a	Passover.	

“The disciples, alone, in the dark, work hard 
but reach their destination only when Jesus 
comes. That is a timeless message of grace.”

Lesson 8
JoHn 6 :1 -71
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Perhaps.	John	heightened	that	awareness	by	redundantly	
calling	it	the	“Jewish	Passover	Feast”	(6:4).	No	other	ethnic	
group	celebrated	Passover.	Since	the	people	held	high	
nationalistic,	political,	and	military	hopes	for	deliverance	
at	Passover	time,	Jesus	needed	to	revise	their	ideas	of	
Passover,	kingship,	nation,	temple,	worship	and	God’s	rule.

The	speculation	on	why	Jesus	is	in	Galilee	is	not	frivolous	
because	it	provides	a	context	for	Jesus’	celebration.	It	
also	makes	us	question	why	we	follow	Jesus.	Are	there	
reasons	why	Jesus	would	want	us	to	have	a	mountainside	
(or	“mountaintop”)	experience	away	from	our	traditional	
“religious”	activities?	Do	we	want	religious	traditions	to	
make	us	feel	secure	or	are	they	spiritual	exercises	that	
praise	God?	To	His	disciples,	Jesus	offers	the	Way,	Truth	
and	Life	different	from	traditional	rituals.	The	teaching	
of	Jesus,	in	the	second	half	of	the	chapter,	draws	sharp	
contrasts	between	the	limited	blessings	of	traditional	
Passovers	and	His	gift	of	Himself	(John	6:29,	32-33,	49,	
50-51,	58).	The	Law,	including	the	Passover	rules	and	
regulations,	was	given	through	Moses	but	the	divine	
reality	of	grace	and	truth	comes	through	Jesus	Christ	
(John	1:16-18).

teAchInG dIscIpLes – John 6:5-13
The	feeding	of	the	5,000	obviously	had	great	meaning	
in	the	early	church.	Beside	the	resurrection	of	Jesus,	it	
is	the	only	miracle	reported	in	all	four	Gospels	(Matthew	
14:13-21,	Mark	6:32-44,	Luke	9:10-17	and	John	6:1-15).	
The	loaves	and	the	fish	were	often	used	by	early	Christian	
artists	to	symbolize	the	Eucharist.

Jesus’	Lordship	dominates	John’s	version	of	the	feeding	of	
the	five	thousand.	Comparison	with	the	Synoptic	versions	
helps	one	see	more	clearly	John’s	focal	point.	The	
Synoptics	state	that	the	disciples	approach	Jesus	to	solve	
a	problem	at	the	end	of	a	long	day	(Matthew	14:15,	Mark	
6:35-36	and	Luke	9:12).	In	John	6:5,	Jesus	initiates	the	
action.	John	doesn’t	mention	the	problem,	the	disciples’	
suggestion,	or	the	time	of	day.	John	doesn’t	even	mention	
the	compassion	of	Jesus	(Matthew	14:14,	Mark	6:34),	but	
shows	Jesus	as	Lord	of	the	situation.	John	doesn’t	record	
Jesus’	directive	that	the	disciples	themselves	feed	the	
people	(Matthew	14:16,	Mark	6:37,	Luke	9:13).	Rather	
already	knowing	His	solution,	Jesus	asks	a	question	
merely	to	test	a	disciple	(John	6:6).	The	Synoptics	often	

present	Jesus’	Messianic	power	hidden	in	humility,	but,	for	
John’s	readers,	the	divine	knowledge	and	power	of	Jesus	
is	obvious.

Jesus’	question	and	John’s	editorial	comment	(John	6:5-6)	
teach	us	to	look	at	life	from	Jesus’	spiritual	perspective.	
A	physical	problem	may	demand	a	spiritual	solution.	
Jesus	sees	beyond	the	people’s	physical	needs	to	the	
necessity	of	faith.	Before	meeting	the	physical	needs	
of	a	hungry	crowd,	Jesus	offers	His	closest	disciples	a	
spiritual	meal.	Jesus	calls	us	to	see	the	spiritual	side	of	
a	human	problem.	How	often	we,	like	Philip	and	Andrew,	
use	common	sense	instead	of	faith.	Like	Philip,	often	our	
first	thoughts	focus	on	a	budget.	Like	Andrew,	we	judge	
our	resources	inadequate.	Perhaps	we	hunger	for	a	better	
family	life,	better	congregational	life,	or	better	mission	
service	but	fail	to	act	because	of	budget	concerns	or	a	
desire	for	better	resources.	Perhaps	God	is	testing	us	
to	make	clear	if	we	are	disciples	searching	for	human	
solutions	with	common	sense,	or,	awaiting	a	miracle	in	
Christian	faith.

Having	established	that	human	ingenuity	will	not	solve	the	
problem,	Jesus	performs	a	miracle.	He	takes	the	barley	
loaves	and	fish,	gives	thanks	and	distributes	them	to	the	
crowd.	Observe	how	John	emphasizes	the	Lordship	of	
Jesus	again.	The	Synoptics	tell	us	that	Jesus	utilized	the	
disciples	in	the	distribution	process	(Matthew	14:19,	Mark	
6:41,	Luke	9:16).	John	tells	us	the	ultimate	truth.	Jesus	
Himself	feeds	the	people.	The	story	illustrates	the	truth	
already	set	forward	in	John	1:3.	Jesus,	the	Word	of	God,	
creates.	Furthermore,	as	John	1:14	teaches,	the	Word	in	
flesh	among	people	reveals	the	glory	of	God.

John’s	report	gives	some	unique,	thought	provoking	
details.	None	of	the	Synoptics	identify	the	loaves	as	the	
barley	bread	of	a	small	boy.	Reading	only	the	Synoptics	
we	would	assume	that	the	disciples	speak	of	their	own	
food	(Matthew	14:17,	Mark	6:38,	Luke	9:13).	Do	John’s	
unique	details	contain	a	message?	Does	John	tell	us	that	
it	was	a	boy’s	lunch	to	remind	us	that	no	one	is	too	small	
to	be	part	of	Jesus’	ministry?	Remember	Jesus’	words	in	
Matthew	18:3,	19:14,	Mark	10:14-15,	Luke	18:16-17	and	
John	3:3-5.	Since	“barley”	bread	was	food	for	poor	people	
at	Jesus’	time,	does	that	detail	remind	us	that	no	one	is	
too	poor	to	be	a	part	of	Jesus’	ministry?	People	familiar	
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with	the	Hebrew	Scriptures	would	remember	how	Elisha	
shared	twenty	barley	loaves	with	one	hundred	men	(2	
Kings	4:42-44).	Like	Jesus’	disciples,	the	servant	of	Elisha	
considered	the	bread	insufficient,	but,	as	with	Jesus,	the	
Word	of	the	Lord	created	a	surplus.	Jesus	is	that	creative	
Word	already	active	in	Elisha’s	ministry.	The	magnitude	
of	Jesus’	miracle	-	fewer	loaves	and	more	people	-	also	
shows	that	Jesus	is	greater	than	Elisha.

“kInG-mAkInG theoLoGy” -John 6:14-15
John	ends	the	story	by	showing	the	mysterious	face	of	
unbelief.	Matthew,	Mark,	and	Luke	do	not	record	the	
reaction	of	the	crowd.	John	recalls	a	violent	reaction.	The	
miraculous	feeding	demonstrating	the	glory	of	God	also	
brings	out	the	selfishness	of	human	beings.	The	people	
judge	Jesus	to	be	the	prophet	promised	in	Deuteronomy	
18:15.	Yet	their	puny	theological	vision	thinks	not	of	
God’s	will	but	of	their	own	force	to	bring	the	help	they	
want.	As	the	prologue	forewarned	(John	1:10-11),	“The	
world	did	not	recognize	him…his	own	did	not	receive	
him.”	Like	fools,	they	think	that	Jesus’	kingship	needs	
human	force.	Like	selfish	children,	they	will	fight	to	have	
the	toy	for	themselves.

Jesus’	withdrawal	(6:15)	shows	God’s	attitude	toward	
“king-making	theology.”	The	message	speaks	directly	to	us	
today.	Our	power	does	not	force	Christ	to	serve	us.	God’s	
love	sent	Him	to	save	us.	Our	prayers	do	not	force	God	to	
act.	We	pray	for	help	and	offer	praise	because	His	mercy	
endures	forever.	Our	gifts	of	time	and	money	are	not	like	
an	investment	on	which	God	must	pay	high	interest	rates.	
Such	gifts,	like	an	anniversary	present,	respond	to	love	
already	known.

The	Johannine	story	of	the	feeding	of	the	five	thousand	
gives	much	food	for	thought.	The	action	of	Jesus	at	
Passover	time	suggests	how	Jesus	can	surpass	our	
traditions	and	practices.	His	testing	of	the	disciples	tests	
our	faith.	Do	we	see	Christ-given	opportunity	or	human	
limitations?	Disciples	who	think	first	and	foremost	of	
money	and	limited	resources	need	faith.	Yet,	sadly,	even	
a	bountiful	feeding	creates	no	grateful	followers.	Even	
a	miracle	can	be	misunderstood.	As	the	story	ends,	we	
realize	that	the	Word	of	God,	not	merely	God’s	miraculous	
power,	must	address	the	terrible	force	of	selfish	sin.

Jesus WALks on WAter – John 6:16-24
After	the	feeding	of	the	5,000,	John	shows	another	miracle	
of	Jesus	over	nature.	He	walks	on	a	stormy	sea.	Of	course,	
the	story	shows	the	power	of	Jesus.	Only	God,	ruler	of	
wind	and	wave,	can	walk	on	water.	The	miracle	also	has	
meaning	for	those	of	us	not	rowing	a	boat	in	the	middle	
of	stormy	waters.	The	physical	miracle	illustrates	how	
Jesus	spiritually	calms	the	storms	of	life.	The	darkness	of	
disciples	without	Jesus’	presence	(6:17b)	reminds	us	of	the	
spiritual	situation	of	all	people	without	Him.

Jesus Better thAn WorLdLy expectAtIons – John 
6:25-59
This	section	of	the	Gospel	of	John	explains	the	meaning	of	
the	Feeding	of	the	Five	Thousand	and	relates	it	to	Jesus.	
Previously,	the	people	who	had	eaten	wanted	to	make	Jesus	
king	by	force	(6:15).	Now	Jesus	teaches	them	that	they	
are	looking	for	the	wrong	thing.	Since	many	do	not	want	to	
change	their	expectations,	they	will	reject	Jesus	(6:66).

Jesus	challenges	the	selfish	motives	of	the	people	who	
look	for	Him.	They	think	about	bread	and	do	not	see	the	
spiritual	meaning	behind	His	miraculous	feeding	(6:26).	
They	work	for	the	food	of	this	world	but	Jesus	wants	to	
give	them	spiritual	food	(6:27).	Jesus	speaks	to	our	needs	
also.	We	also	are	tempted	to	spend	all	our	energy	working	
for	the	things	of	this	world.	If	materialism	is	the	primary	
goal	of	life,	one	is	endlessly	searching	and	striving.	Jesus	
wills	to	instruct	us	also	on	God’s	better	way.	Unfortunately,	
we	too,	like	Jesus’	original	listeners,	think	we	must	work	to	
satisfy	God’s	requirements	(6:28)	or	earn	His	love.	Jesus	
wants	them	and	us	to	know	that	God’s	love	is	given.	We	
respond	to	God’s	love	but	do	not	earn	or	create	it.	Our	
responsibility	is	to	trust	Jesus	(6:29).

The	people	respond	to	Jesus’	words	by	asking	for	reasons	
to	trust	Him	(6:30-31).	They	judge	His	miracle	of	feeding	
a	crowd	one	meal	less	impressive	than	the	miraculous	
feeding	of	their	whole	nation	for	forty	years	in	a	desert.	
Jesus’	response	(6:32-33)	shows	that	they	find	Him	less	
trustworthy	than	Moses.	Jesus	explains	why	they	are	
wrong.	God	the	Father,	not	Moses,	gives	bread	from	
heaven.	The	bread	given	during	the	time	of	Moses	did	not	
give	eternal	life.	People	ate	and	died	(6:49,58).	Jesus	is	
the	bread	from	heaven	that	the	Father	gives	for	eternal	
life.	Jesus	raises	people	on	the	last	day	of	human	history	
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(6:39-40,54).	Like	the	people	long	ago,	we	want	proof	that	
God	can	meet	our	needs	or	wants.	We	put	God	on	trial	and	
ask	Him	to	prove	Himself	trustworthy.	Jesus	wants	to	feed	
us	spiritual	truth	so	that	we	trust	God	instead	of	judging	
Him	by	the	materialistic	standards	of	the	world.

Read	carefully	Jesus’	claim	to	be	the	bread	of	life	(6:35-
40,	42,	51,	53-58).	When	Jesus	says,	“I	am	the	bread	of	
life,”	the	Greek	words	translated	“I	am”	emphatically	point	
back	to	the	divine	description	given	to	Moses	in	Exodus	
3:14.	This	is	the	first	of	the	seven	different	ways	in	which	“I	
am”	is	used	by	Jesus	to	describe	Himself	(6:35).	Cf.	8:12,	
10:7	and	11,	11:25,	14:6,	15:1.	As	the	bread	of	life,	Jesus’	
promise	is	that	He	will	raise	His	own	on	the	last	day	(6:39-
40).	Jesus	gives	life,	not	death.

Finally,	think	about	what	it	means	“to	eat	Jesus’	flesh	and	
drink	His	blood”	(6:54-55).	In	the	context	of	this	chapter,	
Jesus	uses	figurative	language	to	call	for	trust	in	Him	or	
identification	with	Him.	Perhaps	we	can	illustrate	Jesus’	
intent	by	noting	our	own	expressions.	When	asked,	“What	
do	you	think	of	Bruce	Springsteen?”	an	avid	fan	may	
respond,	“I	gobble	him	up!”	Or,	you	may	ask	a	friend,	
“Did	you	enjoy	Disneyland?”	“I	ate	it	up!”	is	an	intelligible	
response.	In	John,	Chapter	6,	after	feeding	people	some	
food	of	“this	world,”	Jesus	wants	them	to	“eat”	some	
spiritual	food.	He	calls	them	to	accept	His	work	as	the	
work	of	God.	He	wants	them	to	trust	Him.

Although	at	this	point	in	His	ministry,	Jesus	has	not	yet	
established	the	Sacrament	of	the	Altar,	His	teaching	here	
prepares	His	disciples	for	that	sacred	act.	Jesus’	words	
about	eating	His	flesh	and	drinking	His	blood	(6:53-57)	
have,	throughout	the	ages,	made	Christians	think	about	
the	body	and	blood	of	Jesus	given	in	the	Sacrament	of	the	
Altar	(Matthew	26:26-28,	Mark	14:22-24,	Luke	22:17-20,	
1	Corinthians	11:24-25).	As	noted	above,	early	Christian	
artists	used	bread	and	fish	as	the	symbol	of	the	Lord’s	
Supper	because	of	the	close	connection	of	the	feeding	
of	the	five	thousand	with	Jesus’	“explanatory	comments”	
given	here.	Although	many	Christians	prefer	to	emphasize	
the	straightforward	words	Jesus	used	when	He	instituted	
the	Lord’s	Supper,	the	call	to	faith	given	in	John	can	help	
put	the	sacrament	into	the	larger	context	of	Jesus’	entire	
ministry.	Realizing	that	the	Lord’s	Supper	stands	not	only	
on	the	words	of	institution	but	also	flows	from	the	fullness	

of	Jesus’	life	and	ministry	may	make	celebration	of	it	even	
more	meaningful.

four reActIons to Jesus’ Words – John 6:60-71
The	final	section	of	chapter	six	illustrates	the	fact	that	
not	all	people	accept	the	truth.	Jesus’	words	receive	four	
reactions.	Some	find	His	teaching	hard	to	accept	(6:60).	
Others	reject	Jesus	(6:66).	One	will	eventually	betray	
Jesus	(6:70-71).	But	Simon	Peter,	speaking	for	other	
believers,	confesses	that	Jesus	is	the	Holy	One	of	God	
who	has	the	words	of	eternal	life	(6:68).

Now	we	must	ask	ourselves	for	our	reaction.	Essentially,	
we	have	only	two	choices	-	rejection	or	acceptance	of	
Jesus.	The	choice	can	be	stated	in	more	vivid	terms.	Do	
we	want	a	power	in	this	world,	like	a	king,	or	do	we	want	
God’s	love	to	rule	us?	Do	we	concentrate	on	our	wants	
or	on	God’s	plan?	Do	we	worry	about	staying	alive	(or	
staying	“young”)	or	do	we	celebrate	the	wonder	of	having	
eternal	life?

May	Simon	Peter’s	reply	be	our	own.	There	really	is	no	
option	if	one	wants	life.	Jesus	is	the	Holy	One	of	God.	
Human	beings	need	food	and	are	satisfied	if	that	need	
is	met.	Jesus	knows	they	need	more	than	the	food	of	
this	world.	He	wants	them	to	see	Him	as	more	than	a	
(miraculous)	chef	for	a	banquet	of	5,000	people.	He	wants	
people	to	share	the	love	and	truth	of	Godly	life…

some concLudInG thouGhts
In	summary,	chapter	six	ranges	from	mundane	things	like	
bread,	fish,	human	fear	and	hunger	to	divine	revelation	
about	Jesus	as	the	Bread	of	God	who	gives	eternal	life.	
Divine	power	is	also	the	central	theme	in	the	story	of	Jesus	
walking	on	the	sea.	Yet	there	is	an	element	of	grace.	The	
disciples,	alone,	in	the	dark,	work	hard	but	reach	their	
destination	only	when	Jesus	comes.	That	is	a	timeless	
message	of	grace.	The	chapter	gives	us	opportunity	to	
survey	our	human	needs	and	recognize	the	blessings	of	
this	world.	May	such	recognition	of	materialistic	blessings	
lead	to	the	more	important	spiritual	questions.	May	the	
Love	of	Jesus	invite	us	to	accept	His	will	and	way	as	the	
pattern	and	power	of	our	lives.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 7:1-53

Pray for enlightenment and understanding of God’s word that we 
may apply it to our daily lives and grow daily in our faith.

John	7:1-13
1.	 From	the	following	references	tell	why	and	how	people	celebrated	the	Feast	of	Tabernacles.	(Leviticus	23:33-43,	

Numbers	29:12-38,	and	Deuteronomy	16:13-15)

2.	 Since	Jesus’	enemies	were	plotting	to	kill	Him,	why	did	His	brothers	want	Him	to	go	to	the	Festival?	Explain	how	their	
reason	is	an	action	of	unbelief.

3.	 How	might	doubt	effect	the	way	you	talk	to	Jesus	or	your	prayer	life?

4.	 In	telling	His	brothers	that	it	is	not	an	“opportune	time”	for	Him	to	follow	their	advice,	Jesus,	in	essence,	is	calling	
them	“opportunists.”	Apply	Jesus’	words	and	tell	in	what	ways	“opportunists,”	including	yourself,	misuse	Jesus	or	the	
Christian	faith.

5.	 Why	do	you	think	Jesus	went	to	the	feast	in	secret?

6.	 Has	God	ever	done	something	important	in	your	life	which,	at	the	time,	you	did	not	see	as	His	work?	If	so,	how	and	why	
do	you	think	God	“acted	in	secret?”

7.	 In	verses	11-13,	what	do	people	say	about	Jesus?

	 How	do	people	say	similar	things	about	Jesus	or	the	Christian	faith	today?

John	7:14-24
8.	 Why	are	the	people	amazed	at	Jesus’	message?

	 How	is	“Christian	faith”	different	from	“acquired	knowledge?”

9.	 How	does	Jesus	defend	His	teaching	against	the	criticism	and	name	calling	of	unbelievers?
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10.	 Mention	ways	in	which	Christian	people	sometimes	argue	about	the	faith	or	criticize	others	for	reasons	similar	to	the	
arguments	used	against	Jesus?

John	7:25-44
11.	 Some	Jewish	people	believed	that	the	Messiah	would	come	from	Bethlehem	(Micah	5:2)	but	others	held	a	non-Biblical	

tradition	that	the	Messiah	would	be	mysteriously	revealed.	How	can	Jesus’	words	help	us	deal	with	people	with	non-
Biblical	ideas?

12.	 How	does	the	confusion	of	the	Jews	illustrate	the	confusion	of	the	world	today?

13.	 During	the	Festival	of	Tabernacles,	priests	would	march	in	a	solemn	procession	to	the	pool	of	Siloam	and	bring	back	
water	in	sacred	vessels	to	be	poured	over	the	altar.	The	harvest	festival	actions	symbolized	a	prayer	for	God	to	bless	
His	people	with	rain.	What	impact	do	you	think	Jesus’	words	(vs.	37-38),	spoken	during	the	observance	of	the	“water	
processional	liturgy,”	might	have	on	the	people?

14.	 How	is	the	Spirit	more	important	than	anything	else	you	can	receive?

15.	 How	are	the	ancient	opinions	about	Jesus	similar	or	different	from	opinions	that	people	hold	today?

John	7:45-53
16.	 How	do	the	well	trained	Jewish	leaders	evaluate	opinions	with	which	they	disagree?

	 How	do	you	evaluate	opinions	with	which	you	disagree?

17.	 Does	Nicodemus	offer	an	adequate	defense	of	Jesus?	Why	or	why	not?

18.	 How	do	Jesus’	enemies	end	the	debate?

	 How	does	their	answer	illustrate	their	unbelief?
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