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sIGns And Wonders – John 4:43-54
To	Nicodemus	and	the	Samaritan	woman	Jesus	talked	about	faith	and	a	new	
life.	Now,	as	if	to	illustrate	His	teaching,	Jesus	restores	life	to	two	people	in	
healing	signs	(John	4:43-54	and	5:1-18).	Jesus	then	explains	how	and	why	
He	does	signs	(5:1-18).

Three	short	verses	(4:43-46)	mark	the	transition	between	the	incident	in	
Samaria	(4:1-42)	and	the	healing	of	the	nobleman’s	son.	The	verses	take	
our	minds	back	to	chapter	4,	verse	3,	where	Jesus	leaves	Judea	because	
of	tension	with	the	Pharisees.	Unless	you	connect	the	verses	with	Jesus’	
experience	before	the	Samaritan	story,	His	words	sound	as	though	He	leaves	
Samaria	without	honor	(4:44),	when,	in	fact,	they	glorify	Him	as	“Savior	of	the	
world”	(4:42).

Jesus’	words	actually	quote	a	Jewish	proverb.	The	words,	“A	prophet	has	no	
honor	in	his	own	country,”	form	a	proverb	that	appears	in	slightly	different	
forms	in	other	places	in	Jesus’	ministry	(Matthew	13:57b;	Mark	6:4;	Luke	
4:24).	It	means	about	the	same	as	the	English	proverb,	“Familiarity	breeds	
contempt.”	The	temptation	to	interpret	“his	own	country”	as	Galilee	also	
creates	confusion.	Because	Matthew,	Mark,	and	Luke	describe	so	many	
activities	of	Jesus	in	Galilee,	we	tend	to	think	of	that	area	as	Jesus’	“own	
country.”	However,	the	Gospel	of	John	stresses	the	broader	perspective.	
The	prologue	spoke	of	Jesus	coming	to	“his	own	home	and	his	own	people	
received	him	not”	(1:11).	Jesus’	proverbial	words	to	the	disciples	explain	the	
rejection	in	Jerusalem.

Unfortunately,	the	confusion	can	lead	us	to	overlook	a	stunning	truth.	People	
who	should	honor	Jesus	do	not.	That	is	a	timeless	truth,	certainly	relevant	
even	today.	For	example,	Dr.	Billy	Graham	in	his	1985	Crusade	in	Southern	
California,	pointed	out	that	non-Christians	sometimes	do	more	for	hungry	
Africans	than	do	disciples	of	Christ.	By	ignoring	the	Parable	of	the	Judgment	
(Matthew	25:31-46)	and	the	directive	“feed	the	hungry,”	do	people	today	“of	
His	own	country”	dishonor	the	Lord?

“Two signs demonstrate the power and love of Jesus.”
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In	contrast	to	the	people	of	Judea,	the	Galileans	welcome	
Jesus.	Yet	their	faith	must	also	grow.	Their	faith	rests	on	
signs	and	wonders	(4:45,	48).	The	Gospel	lesson	will	point	
to	a	deeper	faith	based	on	the	testimony	of	Moses	and,	
especially,	of	Jesus	(5:47).

heALInG sIGns – John 5:1-9B
The	healing	of	the	royal	official’s	son	is	well	known	
because	it	is	told	with	additional	details	in	both	Matthew	
(8:5-13)	and	Luke	(7:1-10).

Some	people	think	that	the	stories	do	not	describe	the	
same	incident	because	Matthew	describes	the	patient	as	
a	“servant”	or	“child,”	Luke	calls	him	a	“slave”	and	John	
says	he	is	the	official’s	“son.”	Brothers	and	sisters,	an	
easy	way	to	harmonize	those	details	is	to	remember	that	
a	word	describing	a	family	relationship	need	not	always	
have	a	literal	meaning	(Philemon	1;	1	Timothy	1:2,	18).	
Furthermore,	in	antiquity,	a	slave	could	be	adopted	and	
become	the	legal	heir.	For	example,	before	Isaac	is	born,	
Abraham’s	legal	heir	(“son”)	is	Eliezer	of	Damascus	
(Genesis	15:2)	whom	traditionally	has	been	identified	as	a	
servant	(Genesis	24:2).

Assuming,	however,	that	the	three	Gospels	describe	the	
same	incident,	John	strips	away	the	details	to	highlight	
faith	based	on	the	word	of	Jesus	(4:50,	53).	For	example,	
John	does	not	mention	the	official’s	military	connection,	
his	being	a	non-Israelite,	nor	his	humility	(cf.	Matthew	
8:8-10;	Luke	7:6-10).	For	John’s	Gospel	the	theological	
spotlight	shines	primarily	on	the	Word	of	Jesus	and	the	
faith	it	creates.	The	official	believes	after	Jesus	speaks	but	
before	he	sees	a	sign	(4:50).	Jesus’	message	is	the	basis	
for	faith.	As	He	taught	Nicodemus	and	the	Samaritans,	His	
word	“saves”	or	“gives	new	life.”

Let	me	illustrate,	one	more	time,	the	problem	signs	present	
in	Jesus’	ministry.	I	think	that	it	can	be	compared	to	the	
problem	wealth	creates	for	a	person	seeking	friendship	
and	love.	A	wealthy	person	wants	trust	and	companionship	
based	on	love,	but	sometimes	receives	a	pseudo-
friendship	based	on	love	of	money.	To	find	a	true	friend,	
a	wealthy	person	may	have	to	“play	poor”	or,	in	some	
other	way,	eliminate	the	“money	factor.”	In	a	similar	way,	
Jesus	“rich	in	the	power	of	God,”	wants	people	to	love	Him	
because	He	loves	them.	People,	however,	may	be	tempted	

to	develop	a	“pseudo-friendship”	based	on	their	love	
of	“His	rich	power.”	Faith,	like	companionship,	requires	
selfless	trust	not	selfish	manipulation.

Chapter	five	exhibits	a	pattern	familiar	to	John’s	Gospel.	
Unlike	the	Synoptic	Gospels	where	Jesus’	miracles	receive	
little	explanation,	in	John’s	Gospel,	signs	usually	are	
interpreted,	debated,	and	closely	connected	with	Jesus’	
divine	mission.	Thus	John	5:1-9a	tells	of	the	healing	sign,	
5:9b-18	establishes	the	controversy	between	the	authority	
of	Jesus	and	the	authority	of	the	Sabbath.	The	chapter	
concludes	(5:19-47)	with	Jesus	teaching	about	His	relation	
to	the	Father,	His	purpose	for	coming	into	the	world,	the	
validity	of	His	ministry,	and	the	reasons	for	trusting	Him.	
Sadly,	the	incident	described	introduces	into	the	Gospel	
story	the	terrible	hostility	unbelievers	direct	at	Jesus.	For	
the	first	time	we	read	that	people	want	to	kill	Jesus	(5:18).	
The	story	illustrates	the	terrible	truth	Jesus	observed	
concerning	a	prophet	in	his	own	country	(4:44).

John	begins	by	anchoring	the	event	firmly	in	the	setting	in	
Jerusalem	(5:1).	We	do	not	know	which	festival	is	being	
celebrated.	Since	one	ancient	Greek	manuscript	describes	
it	as	“the”	(rather	than	“a”)	festival	of	the	Jews,	we	assume	
the	scribe	thought	the	event	was	either	the	Festival	of	
Tabernacles	or	Passover.

Although	we	don’t	know	the	precise	time,	awareness	of	
the	religious	setting	prepares	us	to	appreciate	the	hostility	
Jesus’	action	creates.	The	setting	may	speak	with	a	
missionary	or	evangelistic	theme.	Some	scholars	point	
out	that	Jesus’	actions	in	John	usually	take	place	on	and	
surpass	traditional	religious	festivals.	So	far	the	Gospel	
tells	of	Jesus	making	wine	from	purification	water	used	for	
religious	purification	rites	(2:6-10),	cleansing	the	temple	
and	offering	Himself	as	the	sacrifice	(2:14-21),	teaching	
a	teacher	(3:1	ff).	I	think	the	Gospel	of	John	notes	these	
details	because	some	of	the	early	readers	are	of	Jewish	
background	and	they	are	uncertain	how	Jesus	fits	into	
their	faith.	John’s	recitation	of	Jesus’	words	and	deeds	tell	
them	to	trust	Him	because	he	offers	much	more	than	they	
had	before.

The	precise	place	of	the	action	is	well	known	although	
the	various	Greek	manuscripts	give	different	ways	to	spell	
the	Hebrew	name.	Your	English	translation	may	name	the	
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place	Bethzatha,	Bethesda,	or	Bethsaida.	Regardless	how	
the	name	is	spelled,	archaeology	shows	the	site	about	one	
hundred	yards	north	of	the	temple	area.

John	includes	one	important	detail	when	he	tells	that	
the	man	had	been	ill	for	thirty-eight	years.	The	detail	is	
important	because	healing	was	permitted	on	the	Sabbath	
only	in	an	emergency	situation.	Since	the	man’s	life	was	
not	in	danger,	Jesus’	critics	would	claim	that	Jesus	should	
not	have	healed	on	the	Sabbath	(but	should	have	waited	
until	another	day	cf.	5:16).

John	tells	the	story	with	brevity	but	force.	Jesus	knows	the	
man	has	been	lying	there	a	long	time	and	we	learn	of	his	
desire	to	be	healed	(5:6).	We	see	how	Jesus’	words	end	
long	term	helplessness.	Jesus	accomplished	in	an	instant	
what	the	man,	his	assistants	(or	lack	of	them)	and	the	pool	
could	not	do	in	thirty-eight	years.

“John rivets our attention to the sabbath 
conflict and demands that we think about 

Jesus’ relationship to the Father.”

the AuthorIty of Jesus – John 5:9B-18
The	healing	sign	offers	a	variety	of	theological	meanings.	
We	certainly	could	stress	the	divine	power	or	compassion	
of	Jesus,	but	John’s	Gospel	mentions	neither	of	these	two	
themes.	John	rivets	our	attention	to	the	sabbath	conflict	
and	demands	that	we	think	about	Jesus’	relationship	to	the	
Father.	The	high	point	of	the	chapter	is	actually	5:17-18.	
The	sabbath	controversy	raises	that	issue.	First	the	man	
is	criticized	for	carrying	his	mat	on	the	sabbath	(5:10)	and	
then	they	attack	Jesus	for	the	sabbath	(non-emergency)	
healing	(5:16).	The	Gospel,	however,	helps	us	see	clearly	
that	the	debate	is	not	about	what	one	can	or	cannot	do	on	
the	sabbath.	The	issue	is	Jesus’	relationship	to	God.

Verses	16	through	18	touch	the	heart	of	the	controversy	
and,	hopefully,	the	following	paraphrase	will	clarify	the	
issue.	Because	Jesus	healed	on	the	sabbath,	those	who	
did	not	trust	Him	wanted	to	hurt	Him.	Jesus	answered	
their	charges	of	disrespect	for	God’s	teaching	by	saying,	
“My	Father	works	on	the	Sabbath	and	so	do	I.”	That	
made	them	want	to	kill	him.	He	not	only	broke	God’s	law	
concerning	the	Sabbath,	but,	when	He	claimed	God	as	

His	own	Father,	He	claimed	divinity.	Then	they	wanted	
(“the	more”)	to	kill	Him	(John	5:16-18).	Strict	monotheists	
(Jews)	claimed	Jesus	denied	the	creed-like	truth	of	
Deuteronomy	6:4.

There	are	a	variety	of	ways	in	which	the	story	can	be	
applied	today.	Perhaps	we	should	start	by	pondering	
the	position	of	those	who	did	not	trust	Jesus.	When	their	
religious	rules	are	violated	even	with	a	miracle	of	love,	
they	are	prepared	to	kill.	Christians	are	tempted	to	hate	
enemies	instead	of	praying	for	them	and	showing	love.	
The	primary	purpose,	of	course,	leads	us	to	take	a	closer	
look	at	Jesus.	Do	our	religious	actions	including	rules,	
regulations,	customs	and	interpretations	separate	us	from	
the	power	and	love	of	Jesus?	Do	His	person	and	Word	
reveal	God	to	us	or	do	we	find	God	in	our	own	works	
and	ways?	We	might	question	even	the	goal	of	our	Bible	
studies	together.	Do	we	study	the	Bible	to	“prove	our	
points”	or	to	“know	God?”

Jesus teAches ABout hIs mInIstry – John 5:19-47
The	words	of	Jesus	in	the	rest	of	the	chapter	challenge	
people	to	identify	with	Jesus	or	with	those	who	do	not	
trust	Him.	He	not	only	accepts	but	explains	the	charges	
made	against	Him.	His	work	is	the	same	as	the	Father’s	
work	(5:19).	Because	of	the	Father,	He	gives	life	and	
judges	people	(5:21).	The	reason	for	this	is	the	Father’s	
love	(5:20).	The	promise	is	life,	rather	than	death,	for	
those	who	trust	and	honor	Jesus	as	they	trust	and	honor	
God	(5:23-24).	The	first	part	of	Jesus’	words	therefore	
emphasize	His	divine	authority	and	mission.

The	next	section	deals	with	the	matter	of	life.	Those	who	
do	not	trust	Jesus	apparently	use	the	idea	of	life	after	death	
to	postpone	giving	their	lives	to	God.	Jesus	challenges	
religiosity	that	sharply	divides	life	before	death	and	life	
after	death.	The	reality	of	a	final	judgment	(5:29)	affects	
life	now	(5:25).	Hearing	the	Son	or	following	Jesus	means	
doing	good.	The	implication	is	that	they	should	accept	the	
healing	(good)	and	not	do	evil	(persecute	or	kill).

Notice	the	usage	of	the	title	“Son	of	God”	(5:25)	which	
emphasizes	Jesus’	authority	from	above.	But	observe	that	
in	verse	27	He	is	identified	as	“Son	of	Man”	which,	in	light	
of	1:51,	emphasizes	He	is	the	link	between	God	above	
and	human	beings	below.	The	challenge	to	our	thinking	is	
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to	see	God-given	life	as	a	present	fact	of	life.	The	judgment	of	the	Son,	given	
by	the	Father,	will	be	based	on	the	good	(or	evil)	people	do	because	they	trust	
(or	do	not	trust)	Jesus.	Jesus’	parable	of	the	Last	Judgment	(Matthew	25:31-
46)	illustrates	the	same	teaching.

Finally,	the	chapter	ends	with	Jesus	listing	the	witnesses	that	prove	His	
equality	with	God	is	not	self-delusion.	John	the	Baptist	(5:31-35),	Jesus’	
deeds	(5:36-38),	the	Scriptures	(5:39)	and	especially	the	writings	of	Moses	
(5:45-47)	prove	His	relationship	with	the	Father.	Jesus’	critics	face	a	defense	
that	discredits	their	basic	charge.	They	want	to	kill	Jesus	because	he	“does	
His	own	thing”	(to	use	our	slang)	and	self-righteously	acts	like	God	when	He	
does	it.	Jesus	makes	them	face	the	fact	that	He	does	not	act	alone.	Scripture,	
including	Moses’	writings,	the	teaching	of	John	the	Baptist	that	they	enjoyed	
for	a	time,	and	Jesus’	works	back	up	His	claims.	Their	attack	on	Jesus	
paradoxically	attacks	their	own	heritage.

Jesus’	words	here	call	us	to	frame	our	love	for	Him	in	a	broader	theological	
context.	Jesus’	teaching	and	deeds	are	part	of	a	pattern	of	divine	action	that	is	
present	in	a	variety	of	forms.	From	the	creation,	in	the	Exodus,	in	the	Written	
Word,	in	oral	proclamation	of	that	Word,	in	good	actions,	the	goodness	of	God	
(as	revealed	in	Jesus)	is	known.	Divine	love	in	Jesus	is	not	an	incredible	leap	
of	faith.	Jesus	fills	our	logic	and	our	lives	with	witnesses	of	His	truth.

some concLudInG thouGhts
Two	signs	demonstrate	the	power	and	love	of	Jesus.	Unfortunately,	such	
goodness	shows	how	people	choose	to	live.	Some	want	to	control	God,	so	
to	speak.	They	dictate	how	and	when	God	acts.	They	must	seek	to	get	rid	
of	Jesus	because	He	does	not	fit	their	preconceived	notions	of	godly	action.	
Jesus’	words	warn	us	from	closing	ourselves	off	from	His	power	and	love	by	
trusting	ourselves	for	divine	judgment.	The	life	giving	signs	are	seen	by	those	
who	trust	Jesus	as	evidence	that	God	touches	lives	now.	Despite	our	hopes,	
not	all	are	healed	and	not	all	are	happy	with	the	healing	that	does	occur.	Yet	
the	message	is	that	the	Son	of	God	brings	God	into	life	now.	For	that,	He	
deserves	our	trust.

Jesus’ words warn us from closing ourselves 
off from His power and love by trusting 

ourselves for divine judgment.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 6:1-71

Pray that God would feed you spiritually as you read how Jesus provides.

John	6:1-15
1.	 Why	do	the	crowds	follow	Jesus?

	 How	is	their	reason	valid	and	how	might	it	be	wrong?	Read	1:50,	2:18,	4:48,	6:30,	20:27-29.

2.	 At	Passover,	all	male	Jews	were	directed	to	worship	at	the	temple	in	Jerusalem	(Deuteronomy	16:15-16).	Why	do	you	
think	Jesus	did	not	do	that	according	to	John	6:3-4?	(Note	what	happened	on	the	previous	Passover	in	John	2:14-25).

3.	 What	did	that	“national	holiday”	mean	to	the	Jews?	Read	Exodus	12:17-20.

	 Why	is	it	significant	that	Jesus’	feeding	of	the	5,000	takes	place	at	Passover	time?

4.	 Do	we	sometimes	use	Christian	traditions	or	national	holidays	in	ungodly	ways?	Explain	your	answer.

5.	 Symbolically,	how	does	Jesus	compare	to	things	associated	with	the	Passover?	Read	John	1:17,	29	and	compare	John	
19:33	to	Exodus	12:46.

6.	 In	the	Synoptic	Gospels,	the	disciples	tell	Jesus	to	send	the	people	home	(Matthew	14:15,	Mark	6:36,	and	Luke	9:12).	
Why	do	you	think	John	omits	their	request?

	 How	does	the	editorial	comment	in	John	6:6	influence	your	answer?

7.	 Whose	loaves	and	fish	does	Jesus	use?

	 What	does	this	suggest	about	God’s	power?	(John	3:3,	Matthew	18:3,	Mark	10:14-16	and	Luke	18:16-17)

8.	 In	Jesus’	time,	barley	was	used	to	feed	animals	or	as	food	for	the	poor.	What	lesson	can	John’s	unique	detail	teach	us?
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9.	 How	do	the	people	respond	to	Jesus’	miracle?

10.	 How	do	you	respond	to	God’s	miracles?	Do	great	blessings	always	bring	you	closer	to	God?	Explain	your	answer.

11.	 Why	does	Jesus	withdraw	instead	of	becoming	king?	(John	19:36a)

John	6:16-24
12.	 John	sets	the	stage	(6:17b)	for	Jesus	walking	on	the	water	by	recording,	“By	now	it	was	dark	and	Jesus	had	not	yet	joined	

them.”	What	symbolic	meaning	does	that	suggest	for	those	of	us	who	are	not	physically	rowing	a	boat	on	a	lake?

13.	 What	is	Jesus’	message	to	the	terrified	disciples	and	how	do	you	apply	that	message	to	your	life?

14.	 What	happens	when	the	disciples	are	willing	to	take	Jesus	into	their	boat?

15.	 Discuss	some	goals	you	have	reached	when	you	were	willing	to	let	Jesus	into	your	life?

John	6:25-59
16.	 Why	are	the	people	looking	for	Jesus	and	what	is	Jesus’	attitude	toward	such	motivation?

	 Why	do	you	seek	Jesus?

17.	 How	does	Jesus	compare	the	bread	of	the	wilderness	with	the	bread	His	Father	gives?

18.	 What	metaphor	does	Jesus	use	to	describe	Himself	and	what	does	it	mean?	(6:35-53)

19.	 How	do	you	understand	John	6:53-58	and	apply	Jesus’	words	to	your	faith	and	life?

John	6:60-71
20.	 Explain	the	reactions	to	Jesus’	miracle	and	teaching.	Identify	similar	reactions	today.

21.	 What	does	Peter’s	confession	mean	to	you?
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