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IntroductIon
There	are	many	ways	to	share	the	faith	ranging	from	public	proclamation	
from	a	pulpit	to	personal	witness	in	an	intimate	setting.	Time,	place,	people,	
need,	and	above	all	the	Holy	Spirit	shape	our	witness.	Jesus’	words	and	
example	in	John	4	help	our	witness	because	He	faces	so	many	different	
people,	moods	and	situations	in	this	story.	He	talks	alone	to	the	Samaritan	
woman,	then	to	His	disciples	as	a	group,	and	finally	to	the	Samaritan	
villagers.	He	speaks	to	a	person	who	expects	no	conversation	(4:9),	and	His	
actions	surprise	those	who	know	Him	best	(4:27).	Jesus’	primary	sharing	of	
the	faith	is,	of	course,	with	the	Samaritan	woman.	She	is	at	times	suspicious	
(vs.	9),	eager	(vs.	15),	deceitful	(vs.	17),	curious	or	perhaps	evasive	(vs.	20),	
and	confessional	(vs.	25).	Through	it	all	Jesus	leads	her	to	an	awareness	
of	who	He	is.	Personal,	cultural,	and	traditional	barriers	make	the	path	
circuitous,	but	Jesus	shows	that	the	goal	of	sharing	is	to	draw	people	to	Him.

The	context	heightens	the	meaning	of	the	event.	John	underscores	the	
wonder	of	the	Samaritan	mission	by	relating	the	story	of	the	sinful,	pagan	
(Samaritan)	woman	soon	after	the	story	of	Nicodemus.	Her	faith	shines	more	
brightly	than	that	of	the	recognized	spiritual	leader.	On	the	other	hand,	the	
spiritual	miracle	of	John	4,	in	a	sense,	introduces	the	great	miracles	of	John	
5	&	6.	Sense	that	John	wants	us	to	marvel	at	the	inner	miracle	of	conversion	
and	faith	before	thinking	about	other	visually	more	spectacular	signs	of	
Jesus’	power.

The	chapter	breaks	down	into	three	distinct	parts.	Chapter	4:4-26	deals	
with	the	Samaritan	woman;	verses	27	and	31-38	focus	on	the	disciples,	and	
verses	28-30,	39-42	speak	of	the	Samaritan	villagers.

“Sometimes God, in Christ, calls us to faith, 
sometimes He expands our faithful vision, and 

sometimes He proves the power of the truth 
with a great harvest of confessing saints.”
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the sAmArItAn WomAn – John 4:4-26
Humanly	speaking,	Jesus	did	not	have	to	go	through	
Samaria.	He	could	have	used	the	Jordan	valley	paths,	as	
He	did	according	to	Mark	10:1,	when	going	to	Jerusalem.	
The	Greek	word	translated	“had	to”	sometimes	is	a	
circumlocution	for	“God’s	will.”	The	same	Greek	verb	is	
used	in	Mark	8:31	when	Jesus	states	that	the	Son	of	Man	
must	suffer.	God-fearing	people	used	the	expression	
to	honor	God	and	not	to	use	His	name	in	vain.	It	is	fair	
to	paraphrase	the	story,	“It	was	God’s	will	for	Jesus	to	
go	through	Samaria.”	Perhaps	the	knowledge	of	the	
Pharisees	(4:1)	implies	hostility,	but	Jesus	does	not	“have”	
to	go	through	Samaria	to	escape	human	hate.	God’s	loving	
will	leads	Him	on	as	the	story	will	show.

Count	all	the	details	in	verses	5	&	6.	Samaria,	Sychar,	
near	a	field,	at	a	well,	the	sixth	hour,	Jesus	sits,	He	is	
tired.	The	details	remind	us	that	God	does	not	act	out	
of	sight	in	heaven,	or	in	a	vacuum.	God	acts	in	history.	
Witnessing	never	takes	place	in	a	vacuum.	Sharing	the	
faith	involves	real	people	in	real	places	at	real	times.	“I	will	
witness”	is	not	as	effective	as	“I	will	share	my	faith	with	
Fran	on	Saturday	at	the	picnic.”

A	stereotype	is	that	witnessing	must	begin	with	the	
question,	“Are	you	saved?”	Jesus	breaks	that	stereotype	
with	apparent	self	interest.	He	begins	by	asking	for	a	drink	
when	He	is	weary	(4:6-7).	A	need	provides	opportunity	
for	witness.	The	details	show	not	only	the	humanity	and	
humility	of	Jesus	but	also	models	another	way	to	make	
evangelistic	contact.

The	woman’s	questioning	rests	on	prejudice	that	had	
developed	for	about	a	thousand	years	beginning,	at	least,	
with	the	divided	Kingdom	in	the	Old	Testament	era	which	
separated	Israel	and	Judah.	Varying	political	policies	
during	conflicts	involving	Greeks	and	Romans	since	the	
time	of	Alexander	the	Great	had	greatly	increased	old	
suspicions	and	hatreds.	Sadly,	even	today	virtual	apartheid	
separates	Israeli	Jews	and	Arabs	of	Nablus	(Samaria).

The	suspicion	or	rejection	in	the	woman’s	question	creates	
a	vivid	starting	point	for	Jesus’	willingness	to	give	(vs.	10).	
The	darkness	of	prejudice	faces	the	light	of	the	giving	God.	
The	chapter	functions	as	an	historical	commentary	on	the	

truths	of	John	1:9-13	(and	3:16-21),	as	well	as	showing	the	
contrast	between	flesh	and	spirit	(John	3:6	and	3:31).

Jesus’	expression	“living	water”	(vs.	10),	challenges	
the	woman’s	thinking	(similar	to	the	way	He	challenged	
Nicodemus	in	John	3:3).	The	expression	can	mean	simply	
“spring	water”	(rather	than	“cistern	water”).	The	expression	
could	also	be	a	metaphor	for	God’s	goodness,	that	is,	have	
spiritual	meaning	(cf.	Proverbs	13:14;	15:4	and	Isaiah	
44:3-4;	55:1;	Revelation	21:6;	22:17).	Jesus’	ambiguity	
enables	or	compels	the	person	addressed	to	reveal	her	
interest.	The	woman’s	response	shows	that	she	thinks	on	
a	physical,	not	a	spiritual	level.	The	greatness	of	Jacob,	
the	depth	of	the	well,	and	the	fact	that	Jesus	had	no	
container	make	Jesus’	offer	questionable.	Her	response	
illustrates	what	it	means	to	be	flesh	and	live	in	darkness.	
She	needs	to	be	born	anew,	from	above	by	the	Spirit.

Jesus	accepts	the	woman’s	challenge	(vs.	13-14)	and	
offers	a	gift	greater	than	given	Jacob.	Jesus’	words	
continue	the	theme	that	His	grace	builds	on	and	surpasses	
the	Old	Testament	heritage	(cf.	John	1:17).	Jesus’	words	
again	could	have	two	meanings,	and	the	woman	must	
reveal	her	perspective.	The	human	perspective	would	
interpret	Jesus’	words	as	an	offer	of	magic	water	that	will	
prevent	thirst	and	death.	People	searching	for	the	fountain	
of	youth,	like	Ponce	de	Leon,	would	pounce	on	Jesus’	offer	
as	an	end	to	their	quest!	Jesus,	however,	speaks	not	“of	
flesh”	but	“of	the	spirit.”	“Water	of	life”	carries,	for	spiritual	
people,	the	meaning	of	God-given	vitality.

As	noted	in	John	3:15,	“eternal	life”	is	a	rich	Biblical	
concept	that	we	sometimes	mistakenly	limit	in	meaning	to	
“life	after	death”	or	“unending	life	in	heaven.”	We	stress	
only	the	quantitative	aspect.	“Eternal	life”	does	indeed	
include	the	meaning	“unending	life	after	death”	but	it	also	
carries	a	qualitative	force.	“Eternal	life”	is	that	quality	of	
life	that	even	before	death	trusts	God	and	experiences	
the	love	and	power	of	His	eternal	nature.	Jesus’	words	
offer	the	woman	a	life	greater	than	one	limited	by	history,	
tradition,	opinion	and	prejudice.

The	woman	cannot	understand	the	spiritual	dimension	
of	Jesus’	offer	(4:15)	so	Jesus	approaches	her	on	a	very	
human	level.	Exposing	the	woman’s	human	problems	
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Jesus	leads	her	toward	the	spiritual	solution.	She	is	
about	to	be	born	“again,	from	above.”	By	dealing	with	the	
woman’s	evasive	reply	(4:17),	and	marital	trauma	(4:18),	
Jesus	opens	her	for	more	spiritual	concerns	(4:19)	and	
provides	a	basis	for	her	future	witness	(4:29).

The	spiritual	birth	process	begins	when	she	raises	an	issue	
of	profound	and	relevant	theological	importance	for	Jews	
and	Samaritans	(4:20).	For	centuries	they	had	argued	over	
the	proper	place	to	worship	(1	Kings	12:28-33).

The	Samaritan	claim	rested	on	the	fact	that	Abraham	
and	Joshua	had	worshipped	in	Samaritan	territory	while	
Jerusalem	was	still	a	Canaanite	village	(Genesis	12:8;	
Joshua	24:1-18).	Furthermore	they	thought	God’s	word	
indicated	that	Mt.	Gerizim	(Deuteronomy	11:29)	was	the	
one	place	for	burnt	offerings	(Deuteronomy	12:14).

Jesus	teaches	three	truths	in	His	reply	to	the	woman	
(4:21-24).	First,	He	teaches	her	that	proper	worship	to	the	
Father	depends	on	spirit	and	truth,	not	place.	Second,	he	
connects	“end	time”	with	“present	time.”	Third,	He	asks	
the	woman	to	believe	(4:21).	The	call	to	faith	actually	
links	all	three	concerns.	If	proper	worship	in	the	future	
will	be	neither	in	Jerusalem	or	Samaria,	where	will	it	be?	
The	answer	is	Christological;	Jesus	already	taught	that	in	
Jerusalem	(2:19).	When	will	that	happen?	The	answer	is	
Christological;	true	worship	-	future	and	present	-	comes	
from	believing	Jesus.

Again	the	woman	seeks	to	divert	Jesus’	blunt	truth.	
Rather	than	recognize	that	Jesus	has	answered	her	timely	
question	by	offering	an	eternal	truth,	she	discredits	Jesus’	
answer	by	pointing	to	a	higher	authority.	She	skillfully	
avoids	spiritual	truth	(Jesus’	reply	in	verses	21	and	22)	with	
a	valid	theological	confession.	Her	Messianic	confession	
states	a	general	truth,	however,	which	Jesus	uses	to	make	
a	personal	Christological	claim.	Jesus	wants	her	abstract	
knowledge	to	change	into	a	personal	relationship.

Jesus’	call	can	be	applied	to	our	faith	in	a	number	of	ways.	
Christians	often,	like	the	Samaritan	woman,	know	much	
about	the	Bible	and	Biblical	truths	but	fail	to	have	a	close	
relationship	to	God.	General	truth	cannot	replace	personal	
truth	or	personal	trust.	Jesus’	simple	answer	concludes	
His	dialogue	with	the	woman.	Her	response	(4:28-30)	

shows	that	Jesus’	words	finally	create	faith.	Jesus’	words	
not	only	identify	Him	as	the	Messiah	but	may	also	have	
a	deeper	meaning.	“I	Am”	in	the	Old	Testament	is	God’s	
name	revealed	to	Moses	(Exodus	3:14).	In	the	Gospel	
of	John,	when	Jesus	says,	“I	Am”	(8:58),	people	want	to	
stone	him,	probably,	for	blasphemy.	When	people	hear	
Jesus	identify	Himself	in	the	Garden	of	Gethsemane,	
they	fall	to	the	ground	as	one	might	when	standing	in	the	
presence	of	God	(John	18:6).	Thus,	Jesus’	reply	to	the	
woman	may	carry	an	invitation	not	only	to	see	Jesus	as	
Messiah	but	also	as	Incarnate	God.	The	Samaritan	woman	
may	not	have	grasped	that	fuller	meaning	(4:29),	but	the	
Gospel	of	John	has	already	told	us	that	some	things	were	
fully	understood	only	after	Jesus’	resurrection	(2:22).	
Nevertheless,	the	woman	was	prepared	to	invite	others	to	
consider	Jesus	as	the	Messiah	by	using	words	similar	to	
the	call	issued	by	Jesus	(1:39)	and	Philip	(1:46).

“Jesus does not defend His right to share the 
Gospel with the Samaritan woman. Rather, 
He teaches the disciples that there is a sharing 

of the labor in the bountiful harvest.”

focus on the dIscIpLes – John 4:27 And 31-38
Suddenly	the	plot	thickens.	Jesus	has	successfully	
inaugurated	Samaritan	missions	and	now	explains	that	
work	to	surprised	(4:27)	disciples.	The	disciples	have	
reason	to	be	surprised.	Ancient	literature	shows	that	
religious	leaders	at	Jesus’	time	discouraged,	or	even	
forbade,	women	from	studying	the	Scriptures.	Jesus	
Himself	was	criticized	for	permitting	a	woman	to	listen	to	
His	teaching.	The	Temple	at	Jesus’	time	enabled	men	to	
pray	apart	from	women	just	as	prayer	today	at	the	Western	
Wall	in	Jerusalem	segregates	men	and	women.

Furthermore,	I	wonder	if	human	pride	threatened	the	
disciples’	faith.	Jesus	does	not	defend	His	right	to	share	
the	Gospel	with	the	Samaritan	woman.	Rather,	He	teaches	
the	disciples	that	there	is	a	sharing	of	the	labor	in	the	
bountiful	harvest	(4:36-38).	That	shows	Jesus’	major	
concern.	Ordinary	human	pride	could	drive	the	disciples	
to	resent	being	by-passed	in	the	inauguration	of	the	
Samaritan	church.	Why	would	Jesus	choose	a	novice	
(woman)	to	do	work	for	which	they	felt	more	qualified?	In	
many	ways	I	think	that	Jesus’	message	in	John	4:34-38	
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presents	the	most	important	theme	of	the	chapter.	Petty	
jealousies	and	ungodly	ambition	often	disrupt	the	work	
of	Christ	in	many	tragic	ways.	Again	and	again	disciples	
need	to	view	the	gigantic	task	and	rejoice	together	as	the	
Christ	sends	forth	His	workers.	Why	are	longtime	regular	
church	members	sometimes	upset	about	new	members	
or	new	ideas	from	new	members?	What	makes	that	threat	
especially	acute	if,	as	with	the	Jewish	disciples	and	the	
Samaritan	mission,	different	ethnic	groups	are	involved.

the sAmArItAn VILLAGes – John 4:28-30 And 39-42
After	teaching	His	disciples	a	Christological	and	
“missionlogical”	lesson,	the	story	quickly	concludes.	
Samaritans	hear	and	believe.	They	know	Jesus	is	the	
Savior	of	the	world	(4:42).	Don’t	overlook	the	reason	for	
their	faith.	They	borrow	no	faith	from	the	initial	believer.	
Like	John	the	Baptist	(3:30),	the	Samaritan	woman	
decreases	and	Jesus	increases.	Faith	rests	on	Jesus	and	
His	Word,	not	on	the	bearer	of	the	Gospel.

some concLudInG thouGhts
Jesus	shares	His	divine	revelation	in	three	very	different	
ways.	To	the	Samaritan	woman,	Jesus	lovingly	seeks	
an	opportunity,	keeps	pursuing	the	ultimate	spiritual	
goal,	accepts	her	as	she	is,	and	finally	offers	Himself	
as	Messiah	for	her	faith.	To	the	wondering	disciples,	He	
offers	an	expanded	vision	of	God’s	work.	To	the	Samaritan	
people,	He	offers	faith.	Not	all	sharing	of	faith	is	simple	
or	easy.	Different	people	require	different	strategies	and	
techniques.	Sometimes	God,	in	Christ,	calls	us	to	faith,	
sometimes	He	expands	our	faithful	vision,	and	sometimes	
He	proves	the	power	of	the	truth	with	a	great	harvest	of	
confessing	saints.

Faith rests on Jesus and 
His Word, not on the 
bearer of the Gospel.



© living way bible study, inc. 34not to be reproduced in any form without permission.

The Gospel  According to  John Dr .  Robert  Holst John 4:43-54 ,  5 :1 -47  –  Lesson 6

personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 4:43-54, 5:1-47

Open my mind and heart, dear Savior, as I read and study Your Word. 
Use my life to serve You and to glorify Your Name. Amen.

John	4:43-54
1.	 What	do	Jesus’	words	“a	prophet	has	no	honor	in	his	own	country”	mean?

2.	 Do	Jesus’	words	refer	to	the	Samaritan	experience	(4:1-42)	or	pick	up	the	attitude	of	people	described	in	Judea	(3:1-36	
and	4:1-3)?

3.	 How	can	we	apply	Jesus’	words	to	our	lives	as	Christians?	How	do	we	as	“His	own	country,”	dishonor	Him?

4.	 Why	do	Galileans	welcome	Jesus	to	their	area	(4:45-46)?

5.	 Do	you	think	Jesus	is	completely	pleased	with	a	faith	based	solely	on	the	observation	of	signs	(4:48)?	Why?

6.	 How	do	“signs	and	wonders”	affect	your	faith?	Give	an	example.

7.	 How	does	Jesus	heal	the	official’s	son	(4:50)?

8.	 When	does	the	man	believe	-	before	or	after	the	miracle	is	confirmed?	What	lesson	concerning	faith	does	this	order	of	
events	teach	us?

9.	 What	is	the	role	of	the	miracle	in	this	story?

	 Is	the	miracle	the	basis	of	faith?	Why	or	why	not?

John	5:1-18
10.	 Where	is	Jesus	for	the	events	of	chapter	5?

11.	 Explain	why	the	setting	has	importance	in	understanding	the	event.
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12.	 Rabbinic	traditions	permitted	medical	work	on	the	sabbath	in	a	life-threatening	situation.	Why	is	the	length	of	the	man’s	
illness	therefore	important?

13.	 What	is	the	first	action	Jesus’	enemies	contemplate	and	what	is	the	reason	for	it	(vs.	16)?

14.	 Why	do	they	plan	more	drastic	action	(vs.	17-18)?

15.	 Discuss	ways	in	which	we	serve	God	that	cause	different	reactions.

John	5:	19-47
16.	 How	does	Jesus	answer	the	charges	that	He	makes	Himself	equal	to	God?

17.	 What	does	it	mean	to	you	that	Jesus	“makes	himself	equal	to	God?”

18.	 State	Jesus’	offer	to	people	who	trust	Him	(vs.	19-24).

19.	 When	do	we	hear	the	voice	of	the	Son	of	God?

	 How	does	that	affect	our	lives?

20.	 What	or	who	are	the	five	witnesses	that	Jesus	cites	to	support	His	authority	(5:30-46).	List	verse.
	 1

	 2

	 3

	 4

	 5

21.	 What	are	your	personal	reasons	for	trusting	Jesus?

22.	 What	is	your	concept	of	God	and	how	does	Jesus	fit	into	that	concept?
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