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context
Chapter	eighteen	resumes	the	narrative	about	public	events	in	the	life	
of	Jesus	after	four	chapters	in	which	Jesus	had	spoken	in	private	to	His	
disciples.	Jesus	had	explained	that	He	was	leaving	or	being	“lifted	up”	and	
had	talked	about	His	love	and	God’s	love.	Now	readers	begin	to	learn	the	
details	of	how	He	leaves	and	what	His	love	does.	Themes	of	power,	love,	
service,	faith,	unbelief,	judgment,	life,	and	death	were	woven	into	the	Upper	
Room	discourses	and	many	of	the	concepts	become	part	of	human	history	in	
the	events	of	chapter	eighteen.	In	a	nutshell,	the	events	of	this	chapter	show	
what	the	love	of	God	is	all	about.

The	events	of	chapter	eighteen	are	an	integral	part	of	chapter	nineteen	and	a	
necessary	preliminary	to	chapter	twenty.	The	trial	begun	in	chapter	eighteen	
reaches	a	verdict	in	chapter	nineteen	and	the	punishment	is	administered.	
To	understand	better	the	full	dramatic	development	of	the	trial	that	begins	in	
chapter	eighteen,	you	need	to	read	part	of	chapter	nineteen,	at	least	through	
verse	sixteen.

We	will	study	chapter	eighteen	in	three	parts.	First,	Jesus	is	arrested	(18:1-
11).	Then	Jesus	is	rejected	by	His	own	people,	including	His	disciple	Peter	
(18:12-27).	The	section	illustrates	the	truth	of	the	prologue.	“He	came	to	that	
which	was	his	own,	but	his	own	did	not	receive	him	(1:11).”	The	final	section	
of	the	chapter	begins	telling	the	story	of	the	trial	before	Pilate	(18:28-40).	
It	illustrates	1:10,	“He	was	in	the	world,	and	though	the	world	was	made	
through	him,	the	world	did	not	recognize	him.”

Jesus Is Arrested – John 18:1-11
The	story	of	the	arrest	of	Jesus	demonstrates	in	a	dramatic	way	the	
uniqueness	of	John’s	Gospel.	The	Synoptic	Gospels,	especially	Mark,	
emphasize	the	humility	of	Jesus.	The	Synoptic	writers	vividly	portray	the	
prayerful	agony	of	Jesus	as	He	faces	death	(Matthew	26:36-46,	Mark	14:32-
42,	and	Luke	22:39-46).	They	show	the	human	side	of	Jesus.	John	shows	the	

“The hypocrisy of Jesus’ accusers marks the beginning 
of the Roman trial. They want to kill Jesus but remain 

ritually pure for their religious holiday (18:28)!”
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divine	side	of	Jesus.	A	“sorrowful”	struggle	in	the	garden	
over	the	Father’s	will,	as	in	Matthew	26:37,	Mark	14:33,	
Luke	22:44,	would	clash	with	the	Johannine	emphasis	on	
the	loving	willingness	of	Jesus	to	do	what	the	Father’s	love	
ordains	(12:23-28).

The	Synoptics,	especially	Mark,	also	emphasize	the	
power	of	evil	by	making	Judas	the	dominant	actor	in	the	
arrest	scene.	Before	Jesus	says	a	word,	Judas	interrupts	
Jesus’	conversation	with	His	disciples,	identifies	Him	with	
a	kiss,	and	has	Him	seized	(Mark	14:43-46).	The	injustice	
describes	something	that	could	happen	to	you	and	me.	In	
the	midst	of	sinful	mortals,	Jesus	stands	humiliated	by	the	
ugly	sting	of	sin.

The	Gospel	of	John,	on	the	other	hand,	demonstrates	that	
something	is	happening	to	God.	Only	John	tells	us	that	
Judas	comes	with	a	band	of	(Roman)	soldiers	and	also	
officials	from	the	Jewish	religious	leaders.	Although	John	
could	mean	only	a	representative	group	for	a	“detachment”	
of	soldiers,	the	Greek	word	is	a	technical	term	meaning	
“one	tenth	of	a	Roman	legion.”	Thus	John	may	emphasize	
the	awesome	power	of	a	kingdom	of	this	world	coming	out	
to	arrest	Jesus.	Nevertheless,	John	shows	that	the	army,	
as	well	as	Judas,	clearly	has	no	power	over	Jesus.	Unlike	
the	Synoptics,	where	Judas	identifies	Jesus,	in	John,	
we	are	not	even	told	about	Judas’	kiss.	Jesus	identifies	
Himself	while	Judas	just	stands	there	(18:5)!	Starkly	
stated,	in	the	Synoptic	accounts	Jesus	is	betrayed	or	
“handed	over”	but,	in	John,	Jesus	gives	His	life.	His	action	
illustrates	the	great	love	promised	in	John	10:11	or	15	(cf.	
Mark	8:31,	9:31,	10:33).

The	most	awesome	manifestation	of	Jesus’	power	over	the	
arresting	force	stands	in	the	unique	Johannine	description	
of	their	reaction	to	Jesus’	self-identification.	They	draw	
back	and	fall	on	the	ground.	The	action	certainly	has	
symbolic	force	although	Scripture	leaves	us	to	determine	
the	meaning.	Probably	the	words	remind	readers	of	the	
two	possible	meanings	in	Jesus’	words,	“I	am	he.”	The	
three	English	words	translate	two	Greek	words	which	have	
been	used	in	John	to	make	a	simple	human	identification	
(9:9)	or	a	divine	claim	(8:58-59).	A	reader	must	determine	
if	the	soldiers	act	in	confusion	and	surprise	over	the	self-
identification	of	the	person	they	are	to	arrest.	Or	is	the	
falling	the	awesome	response	to	the	presence	of	God?	

Jewish	readers	might	also	think	of	Bible	passages	where	
evil	people	stumble	and	fall	before	God	or	where	righteous	
people	fall	in	worship	to	Him	(Psalm	27:2,	Daniel	8:17-
18,	Matthew	17:6,	Revelation	1:17).	Some	readers	may	
know	the	Jewish	legend	that	when	Moses	told	Pharaoh	
the	name	of	God,	Pharaoh	fell	to	the	ground.	Thus	John	
tells	the	story	to	make	us	face	a	spiritual	crisis.	Our	
interpretation	will	demonstrate	if	we	think	as	people	“of	
this	world”	or	“of	the	world	above.”	Do	we	think	that	the	
arresting	force	falls	because	they	are	poorly	organized	or	
because	they	stand	in	the	awesome	presence	of	God?

Jesus	shows	His	divine	dominance	at	the	arrest	by	
asking	them	a	second	time	whom	they	seek	(18:7).	After	
a	second	self-identification,	He	orders	the	freedom	of	
His	disciples	(18:8)	which,	as	John	reminds	us	(18:9),	
shows	how	Jesus	is	acting	according	to	the	Divine	Plan	
revealed	in	Scripture.	The	need	for	such	power	and	love	
is	demonstrated	by	the	reaction	of	Simon	Peter.	He	who	
has	stated	his	willingness	to	die	with	Jesus	(13:37)	attacks	
with	a	sword	to	prevent	Jesus’	death,	his	own,	or	both.	
Peter’s	bloody	action	shows	that	he	doesn’t	understand	
the	love	of	Jesus	any	better	than	the	arresting	group.	
Jesus	shows	His	divine	love	for	Peter	by	telling	him	to	put	
away	his	sword	and	telling	him	(again!)	that	God	wills	His	
death.	The	trial	of	Jesus	and	Peter	has	begun!

Use	these	verses	to	think	again	of	how	the	power	and	
love	of	God	stand	face	to	face	with	the	forces	of	evil	in	the	
world.	If	you	are	“overcome”	with	worry	about	an	evil	that	
faces	you,	visualize	that	evil	power	“falling	down”	before	
Jesus.	If	possible,	remember	times	and	ways	in	which	
evil	“has	drawn	back	and	fallen	to	the	ground”	before	the	
power	of	God’s	love,	forgiveness,	and	care.	Think	about	
the	arrest	of	Jesus	as	“Good	News!”

Jesus reJected – John 18:12-27
As	noted	above,	John	18:12-27	vividly	illustrates	what	the	
Prologue	meant	when	it	said,	“He	came	to	that	which	was	
his	own,	but	his	own	did	not	receive	him	(1:11).”	Jesus’	
own	people,	including	the	religious	leaders	Annas	and	
Caiaphas	and	His	disciple	Peter	reject	Him.	Like	a	good	
television	program	that	holds	interest	and	builds	suspense	
by	shifting	from	plot	to	sub-plot,	John	shifts	the	focus	back	
and	forth	from	the	trial	of	Jesus	(18:12-14,	19-24)	to	the	
trial	of	Peter	(18:15-18,	25-27).	The	verdict	is	vivid.	Jesus	
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remains	true	to	His	word.	Peter	breaks	his	promise	(13:37).

The	trial	or	interrogation	of	Jesus	begins	before	Annas,	
who	had	been	high	priest	from	AD	6	to	AD	15.	He	headed	
an	influential	religious	family	in	which	five	of	his	sons,	one	
son-in-law	and	one	grandson	also	held	the	post.	During	
the	Roman	rule	of	the	Jewish	people,	the	High	Priest	was	
the	unofficial	national	leader	and	often	led	the	conflict	or	
negotiation	with	Herod,	or	with	Pilate	and	other	Roman	
leaders.	Since	by	Biblical	law	(Numbers	35:25),	the	high	
priest,	like	a	United	States	supreme	court	justice,	held	
life	time	tenure,	John’s	comment	that	Caiaphas	was	high	
priest	“that	year”	may	point	to	the	“dirty”	politics,	corruption	
and	bribery	during	the	Roman	era	which	“defiled”	the	
office.	Sometimes	it	was	occupied	by	the	person	able	to	
pay	the	biggest	bribe.	Jesus’	cleansing	in	the	temple	area	
had	already	condemned	the	religious	commercialization	of	
the	time.

The	fairness	of	the	interrogation	before	Annas	is	obviously	
questionable	from	the	beginning.	The	verdict	of	the	high	
priest	is	already	known	(18:14,	cf.11:49-51).	After	an	
interlude	dealing	with	Peter’s	trial	(18:15-18)	which	we	will	
discuss	later,	Annas	questions	Jesus	about	His	disciples	
and	His	teaching.	When	John	calls	Annas	the	“high	priest”	
(18:19),	he	must	use	it	as	a	title	of	honor.	In	a	similar	
way	we	continue	to	speak	of	“Presidents”	Nixon,	Ford,	
and	Carter.	Annas	sends	Jesus	to	the	actual	high	priest	
Caiaphas	later	(18:24).	The	interrogation	scene	becomes	
more	vivid	if	you	speculate	on	the	content	and	intent	of	the	
questions.	Did	Annas	wonder	how	many	disciples	Jesus	
had,	where	they	were	gathered,	how	they	were	armed,	
and	how	they	might	react	to	His	arrest?	Since	Jesus’	
response	points	to	a	public	ministry	to	all	people	(18:20-
21),	He	may	be	responding	to	Annas’	suspicion	of	a	secret	
army	planning	a	revolution.	The	Synoptic	Gospels	supply	
content	to	the	question	about	Jesus’	teaching.	(Matthew	
26:63-64,	Mark	14:61-62,	Luke	22:67	&	70).	Caiaphas	
seeks	evidence	of	blasphemy.	Incidentally,	Jewish	readers	
would	know	that	Caiaphas’	question	concerning	Jesus’	
teaching	was	illegal.	Jewish	law	at	the	time	forbade	self-
incriminating	evidence.

The	unfairness	of	the	trial	is	underscored	by	the	fact	that	
Jesus	is	hit	in	the	face	despite	an	honest	answer	(18:22-
23)	and	He	is	sent	on	to	Caiaphas	whose	verdict	is	already	

known.	In	reality,	there	has	been	no	trial	of	Jesus	but	
rather	a	trial	of	His	accusers.	Readers	know	the	honesty	of	
the	defendant	and	the	dishonesty	of	the	plaintiffs.

Think	of	ways	in	which	you	have	treated	Jesus	or	His	
disciples	unfairly.	Have	you	blamed	God	for	not	quickly	
delivering	you	from	problems	that	your	sin	created?	
Have	you	suspected	dedicated	Christians	of	having	
sinister	motives?

Have	you	accused	Christians	of	spending	so	much	time	
at	church	because	they	want	to	“run	the	congregation?”	
Is	all	criticism	of	television	evangelists	fair?	On	the	other	
hand,	think	of	ways	in	which	you	have	suffered	like	Jesus.	
Have	people	questioned	your	motives	and	been	unfair	
in	their	criticism	of	your	actions?	After	working	hard	in	
Christian	love,	has	someone	“slapped	your	face”	with	a	
remark	about	how	“things	are	always	done	your	way?”	
In	summary,	religious	people	confront	Jesus	in	a	most	
irreligious	way	and	we	experience	the	same	pain	today.

Peter’s	moment	of	truth	is	interwoven	dramatically	in	the	
questioning	of	Jesus.	We	sense	courage	and	commitment	
as	Simon	Peter	follows	Jesus	as	he	had	wanted	(13:37)	
and	promised	(Matthew	26:33,	Mark	14:29,	Luke	22:33).	
Yet	ironically,	he	denies	Jesus	to	the	doorkeeper	in	order	
to	follow	Him	(18:17-18)!	The	second	and	third	lie	quickly	
follow	(18:25	&	27).	Peter’s	lies	remind	one	of	Romans	
7:19,	“For	what	I	do	is	not	the	good	I	want	to	do;	no,	the	
evil	I	do	not	want	to	do	--	this	I	keep	on	doing.”	Think	of	
ways	in	which	you	have	tried	to	follow	Jesus	but	instead	
denied	Him.	Perhaps	It	was	teaching	love	to	children	and	
then	exploding	in	unfair	anger.	Maybe	you	lovingly	helped	
a	friend,	and	then	complained	(or	bragged!)	about	the	time	
involved.	Perhaps	you	accepted	an	office	or	responsibility,	
and	then	shirked	your	duty	simply	because	“you	didn’t	feel	
like	it.”	Maybe	dirty	jokes	and	foul	language	are	used	to	
gain	acceptance	with	the	crowd.

The	most	surprising	thing	about	John’s	account	of	Peter’s	
denial	is	that	he	does	not	record	Peter’s	bitter	weeping	
(Matthew	26:75,	Mark	14:72,	Luke	22:62).	I	think	that	John	
omits	this	detail	to	make	more	poignant	Jesus’	loving	call	
to	Peter	in	21:15-19.	Whatever	the	reason,	as	Jesus	is	led	
to	Pilate,	the	words	of	the	Prologue	ring	true	(1:11	b).	His	
own	received	Him	not!
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Jesus on trIAL – John 18:28-40
The	hypocrisy	of	Jesus’	accusers	marks	the	beginning	of	
the	Roman	trial.	They	want	to	kill	Jesus	but	remain	ritually	
pure	for	their	religious	holiday	(18:28)!	They	remind	me	
of	the	scene	in	the	movie	Godfather	where	a	mob	boss	
stands	as	sponsor	reciting	the	Apostle’s	Creed	during	a	
baptism	while	his	thugs	carry	out	the	order	for	execution	of	
his	enemies.	Jesus’	accusers	continue	to	practice	deceit	
when,	rather	than	press	a	specific	charge,	they	tell	Pilate,	
in	effect,	“Trust	us	(18:30).”	They	remind	us	that	liars	want	
trust,	not	truth	(Matthew	5:37).

The	limited	power	of	evil	also	stands	revealed	before	
Pilate.	People	who	want	to	murder	Jesus	are	limited	by	
Roman	power	(18:31)	and	the	power	of	Jesus’	words	
(18:32).	The	editorial	comment	(18:32)	reminds	us	that	
Jesus	will	not	helplessly	be	executed	by	worldly	power	but	
willingly	gives	Himself	for	the	world	in	the	power	of	love.

Ostensibly,	Pilate	tries	Jesus	in	John	18:33-38a	but,	
in	reality,	Pilate	is	on	trial.	Every	time	Pilate	speaks	he	
reveals	that	he	does	not	know	what	is	true.	On	the	other	
hand,	Jesus	explains	that	He	is	not	a	worldly	monarch	
(18:36),	but	is	in	the	world	as	a	king	testifying	to	truth	
(18:37).	Jesus	speaks	truth.	Pilate	cannot	recognize	it.

There	are	a	number	of	ways	to	apply	the	trial	of	Jesus	
before	Pilate	to	life	today.	Pilate	is	an	example	of	
someone	who	doesn’t	want	to	hear	the	truth.	People	
like	Pilate	prefer	success	to	honor.	Like	them,	we	ignore	
other	people	when	they	interfere	with	our	goals.	We	
break	promises	in	order	to	have	fun.	We	don’t	want	new	
information	when	we’ve	made	up	our	minds.	On	the	other	
hand,	Jesus	provides	a	divine	example	of	telling	the	truth	
in	love.	Jesus	practices	what	He	preaches	as	He	testifies	
to	the	truth	in	the	world	(18:37).

Chapter	eighteen	reveals	the	depravity	of	people.	Pilate,	
who	has	implied	an	inability	to	know	truth	(18:38),	
pronounces	a	truthful	verdict.	He	finds	no	basis	for	the	

charge	against	Jesus.	The	honest	thing	at	that	point	
would	be	to	release	Jesus.	But	rejecting	honesty,	Pilate	
seeks	approval.	Rather	than	free	Jesus	because	He	is	
innocent,	Pilate	looks	for	a	loophole	freeing	Him	but	not	
proclaiming	Him	innocent.	The	choice	offered	makes	the	
decision	obvious.	Pilate	offers	amnesty	for	Jesus	(against	
whom	there	is	no	evidence	of	planning	a	rebellion)	or	for	
Barabbas,	who	stands	convicted	of	crime.	The	people,	
in	rebellion	against	human	justice	and	divine	truth,	shout	
back	rejecting	the	kingdom	of	God	and	accepting	the	
kingdom	of	the	sword.

Think	about	the	terrible	nature	of	dishonesty	and	hate	in	
the	give	and	take	of	Pilate	and	the	mob.	Expediency,	rather	
than	honesty,	motivates	Pilate.	How	many	times,	rather	than	
standing	up	for	what	we	know	is	right,	do	we	instead	try	to	
find	out	what	others	are	thinking	and	then	act	in	a	way	that	
will	not	offend	them?	Or,	how	often	do	our	practices	prove	
our	weaknesses?	We	demand	that	our	children	be	truthful	
but,	when	the	telephone	rings	at	the	wrong	time,	we	tell	
them	to	say	that	we’re	not	home.	We	demand	that	others	
work	hard	but	brag	about	how	we	can	loaf	on	the	job.	We	
demand	good	schools	and	other	government	services	but	
reject	the	taxes	necessary	to	pay	for	them.	We	pray	for	
missionaries	to	reach	others	but	spend	church	monies	on	
projects	that	benefit	selfish	interests.

In	review,	chapter	eighteen	provides	a	frightening	view	
of	human	nature	and	a	comforting	view	of	God’s	love	
in	Jesus	Christ.	Human	beings	work	hard	to	protect	
themselves	and	advance	their	interests.	In	doing	so,	
they	deny	Jesus,	honesty,	fairness	and	truth.	Jesus,	on	
the	other	hand,	speaks	and	acts	in	honesty	and	truth.	
He	exposes	evil.	The	so-called	trial	of	Jesus	produces	
evidence	of	the	world’s	guilt.	The	light	is	shining	in	the	
darkness	exposing	the	ugly	nature	of	sin.	We	need	to	be	
encouraged	by	Jesus’	words,	“I	am	the	light	of	the	world.	
Whoever	follows	me	will	never	walk	in	darkness,	but	will	
have	the	light	of	life	(8:12).”

The light is shining in the darkness exposing the ugly nature of sin.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 19:1-42

Pray that the peace and courage of Jesus in the face of death would strengthen and 
give peace to all who think about death or know that they will die soon.

John	19:1-16
1.	 Describe	the	action	of	the	soldiers	toward	Jesus	and	why	you	think	they	acted	as	they	did.

2.	 Have	you	ever	acted	with	the	motives	of	the	soldiers?	If	so,	give	an	example	that	you	could	share.

3.	 Why	do	you	think	Pilate	acted	as	he	did	in	verses	4	&	5?

4.	 Explain	the	reaction	of	Jesus’	enemies.

5.	 Why	do	we	sometimes	reject	people	who	are	“hurting”	or	have	problems?	Give	examples.

6.	 What	two	charges	are	pressed	against	Jesus	before	Pilate?	(19:7-12)

7.	 Have	you	or	someone	you	know	ever	been	rejected,	as	a	disciple	of	Jesus,	for	being	“too	godly”	or	“not	a	friend	of	
government?”	If	so,	explain.

8.	 What	was	Pilate’s	motive	for	his	action	in	verse	16?

	 Have	you	ever	acted	with	motives	similar	to	those	of	Pilate?	If	so,	give	an	example.

John	19:17-37
9.	 How	is	John	19:17	different	from	Matthew	27:32,	Mark	15:20-21,	and	Luke	23:26?

	 Why?

10.	 In	what	languages	does	Pilate	publicize	the	reason	for	Jesus’	execution?

	 Why	do	you	think	that	only	John	gives	that	information?	(3:14-16)
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11.	 Contemplate	Pilate’s	response	to	the	request	to	change	the	proclamation	of	Jesus’	crime	(19:21-22).	Have	you	ever	
acted	with	motives	similar	to	those	of	Pilate?	If	so,	explain	briefly.

12.	 What	lesson	do	we	learn	from	the	description	of	the	soldiers	dividing	Jesus’	clothing?

13.	 Give	the	words	of	Jesus	to	His	mother	and	the	disciple	whom	He	loved.	

	 What	meaning	do	His	words	have	for	you?

14.	 What	are	the	last	words	of	Jesus	before	He	dies	according	to:	
	 John	19:30?

	 Matthew	27:46-50?

	 Mark	15:33-37?

	 Luke	23:42-46?

	 What	effect	might	these	“last	words”	have	on	the	reader’s	understanding	of	Jesus	as	He	dies?

15.	 What	is	the	irony	or	hypocrisy	implied	in	19:31	(18:28)?

16.	 Can	you	think	of	times	when	people,	claiming	to	be	religious,	urged	or	supported	brutal	action?	If	so,	explain	your	answer.

17.	 What	happens	when	the	soldiers	come	to	break	Jesus’	legs?

	 What	symbolic	meaning	might	the	information	given	only	in	John	(19:34-35	have	(cf.	4:10-14,	7:38,	and	1	John	5:6-8)?

John	19:38-42
18.	 What	do	you	think	motivated	Joseph	of	Arimathea	and	Nicodemus	to	bury	Jesus?	List	as	many	motives	as	you	can	

imagine	—	both	good	and	bad	motives	(Matthew	27:57-61,	Mark	15:43-47,	Luke	23:50-56).

	 Are	these	men	examples	of	courage,	hidden	discipleship,	or	cowardice?

19.	 Which	section	of	this	chapter	has	the	most	meaning	for	you	and	why?
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