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Lesson 19
JoHn 17:1-26

“The glory rests on the truth that Jesus is about to die to 
give eternal life to all whom the Father has given Him.”

IntroductIon And context
John	seventeen	is	the	longest	recorded	example	of	Jesus’	own	prayer	life	
and	is	usually	called	His	“High	Priestly	Prayer.”	Like	a	great	mediating	High	
Priest,	Jesus	pleads	for	others.	There	is	great	mystery	in	the	prayer.	God	
prays	to	God.	Jesus	mixes	confidence	and	knowledge	with	humble	obedience	
and	faithful	pleading.	There	is	great	majesty	in	the	prayer.	I	like	to	call	it	
Jesus’	“Royal	Prayer.”	Like	a	mighty	monarch,	Jesus	has	power	over	all	flesh	
and	shares	that	power	with	others.	Jesus’	humble	obedience	to	the	Father	
stands	side	by	side	with	His	divine	majesty.	Above	all,	there	is	great	love	in	
the	prayer.	Eternal	Love	speaks	and	we	listen.

John	seventeen	is	Jesus’	prayer	but	it	is	also	our	prayer.	Jesus	prays	for	us,	
but	also	teaches	us	how	to	pray.	He	talks	to	the	Father	and	teaches	us	of	
God’s	care	for	us.	Jesus’	prayer	reaches	out	and	embraces	people.

The	great	prayer	is	a	summary	and	review	of	Jesus’	words	and	deeds	
aimed	at	disciples	isolated	in	an	upper	room.	On	the	other	hand,	the	prayer	
introduces	Jesus’	trial,	death,	and	resurrection	or	glorification.	The	free	public	
ministry	is	over.	His	suffering	is	about	to	begin.	The	betrayal	and	arrest	are	
at	hand.	Jesus	is	being	“lifted	up.”	“Lifted	up”	presents	that	double	entendre	
meaning	that	“lifted	up”	by	human	hate	on	the	cross	is	actually	being	“lifted	
up”	to	God	so	that	life	can	be	given	for	others.

We	will	examine	the	chapter	in	three	units.	John	17:1-5	is	a	prayer	about	
Jesus’	glory	while	in	John	17:6-19,	Jesus	prays	for	the	disciples.	The	chapter	
concludes	with	Jesus’	concern	about	future	believers.

Jesus’ GLory – John 17:1-5
“Glory”	stands	as	the	central	theme	of	this	section.	The	glory	rests	on	the	
truth	that	Jesus	is	about	to	die	to	give	eternal	life	to	all	whom	the	Father	
has	given	Him.	The	verses	repeat	and	expand	upon	the	prayer	of	John	
12:27-32.	Christians,	of	course,	know	that	the	glory	of	Jesus	becomes	

http://www.livingwaybiblestudy.org
http://www.livingwaybiblestudy.org


© living way bible study, inc. 107not to be reproduced in any form without permission.

The Gospel  According to  John Dr .  Robert  Holst John 17:1-26  –  Lesson 19

public	in	a	most	ignominious	way.	The	public	image	
will	be	of	a	battered	victim.	The	glory	is	the	powerful	
willingness	to	love	unto	death.

The	primary	purpose	of	the	section	is	to	reveal	the	depth	
of	Jesus’	love	and	the	glory	of	His	total	love.	It	can	also	
serve	to	remind	us	that	glory	is	not	found	in	having	things	
or	in	being	comfortable.	Jesus’	glory	in	giving	Himself	for	
others	is	also	a	model	for	us	(15:12-17).

Jesus’ prAyer for hIs dIscIpLes – John 17:6-19
Jesus	now	moves	from	praying	about	the	glory	of	His	
death	to	the	impact	of	that	death	on	His	disciples.	The	
prayer	affirms	the	gift	already	given	to	the	disciples.	The	
words	that	Jesus	has	given	them	have	prepared	them	to	
know	the	truth	and	believe	in	the	Father	(17:8).

The	ministry	of	Jesus	enables	Him	to	express	three	
specific	concerns	for	His	disciples.	First,	He	prays	that	the	
disciples	are	one	even	as	Jesus	and	the	Father	are	one	
(17:11).	Second,	He	asks	that	the	disciples	be	kept	from	
the	evil	one	(17:15)	and,	finally,	that	they	be	sanctified	in	
truth	(17:17).	Each	concern	merits	special	thought.

Think	deeply	about	Jesus’	prayer	for	Christian	unity.	
Ephesians	4:1-6	helps	one	understand	the	unity	about	
which	Jesus	prays.	Humility	and	love	for	others	create	a	
bond	of	peace	in	the	oneness	of	God’s	glory.	The	prayer	
challenges	us	to	think	about	two	things.	First,	Jesus	wants	
us	to	commit	our	lives	to	unity.	Christians	sometimes	
pursue	truth	with	such	commitment	that	the	God-given	
concern	for	unity	is	forgotten.	The	classic	example	remains	
the	Spanish	Inquisition	and	its	medieval	terror.	Fear	of	
heresy	should	not	eliminate	the	prayer	for	Christian	unity.	

The	quest	for	truth	should	not	create	satisfaction	with	
divisions.	Second,	the	prayer	makes	us	think	about	how	
we	achieve	unity.	On	one	level,	unity	is	given	in	the	love	
of	Father	and	Son	and,	on	another	level,	the	loving	lives	of	
disciples	constantly	strive	for	and	even	create	that	unity.	
Since	Jesus	has	prayed	about	the	Holy	Spirit,	it	seems	fair	
to	refer	to	Galatians	5:22-23	for	insights	on	how	Christians	
achieve	unity.	Disciples	who	have	the	fruit	of	the	Spirit,	
which	is	love,	joy,	peace,	patience,	kindness,	goodness,	
faithfulness,	gentleness,	and	self-control,	will	have	unity.

Jesus’	second	concern	is	that	the	disciples	be	kept	from	the	
evil	one	(17:15).	Since	disciples	must	carry	on	Jesus’	work,	
He	cannot	and	does	not	pray	that	they	be	removed	from	
the	field	of	battle	with	evil.	He	actually	prays	that	they,	like	
He,	will	be	glorified.	Seldom	do	we	agree	wholeheartedly	
with	Jesus’	concern.	We	want	to	escape	the	problems	of	
the	world.	We	may	not	want	to	be	taken	out	of	the	world	if	it	
means	that	we	are	to	die	immediately,	but,	in	some	lesser	
way,	we	seek	to	avoid	the	things	Jesus	mentioned	in	15:18-
16:4.	The	danger	is	that	Christians	seek	to	withdraw	from	
the	world	despite	Jesus’	prayer.	Christians	withdraw	from	
the	reality	of	the	world	as	described	in	His	parable	of	the	
rich	man	and	poor	Lazarus.	The	rich	man	seems	to	have	
withdrawn	from	the	reality	of	the	suffering	of	poor	Lazarus	
(Luke	16:19-31).	The	people	who	ignored	the	plight	of	the	
hungry,	thirsty,	naked,	sick	and	imprisoned	people	in	the	
parable	of	the	Last	Judgment	(Matthew	25:31-46)	also	
withdrew.	Perhaps	a	good	modern	example	of	someone	
who	has	been	protected	from	the	evil	one	but	has	not	
withdrawn	from	the	world	is	Sister	Theresa	of	India.	By	the	
grace	of	God,	she	and	her	co-workers	are	protected	daily	in	
the	world’s	dangerous	and	degrading	situations.

May Jesus’ words remind us that our holiness, given by the 
goodness of God and guided by the power of the Spirit, serves as 

an example of Christ’s love and a model for human conduct.
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Finally,	Jesus	prays	that	disciples	be	sanctified	in	truth.	Jesus	wants	people	to	
live	with	His	own	holy	purpose.	Bluntly,	Christ	wants	His	disciples	to	be	good	
people.	The	power	of	the	holy	process	is	God’s	Word.	The	goal	is	a	Christ-
like	mission	into	the	world.	The	prayer	makes	us	think	of	1	Corinthians	11:1,	
Ephesians	5:1,	or	Philippians	3:17	where	we	are	called	to	be	imitators	of	God	
and	holy	people.	Sometimes	people	lament	that	we	live	in	an	age	without	
heroes.	May	Jesus’	words	remind	us	that	our	holiness,	given	by	the	goodness	
of	God	and	guided	by	the	power	of	the	Spirit,	serves	as	an	example	of	Christ’s	
love	and	a	model	for	human	conduct.

Jesus prAys for ALL BeLIeVers – John 17:20-26
After	praying	that	disciples	enter	the	world	as	He	entered	it	(17:18),	Jesus	
prays	that	their	work	be	blessed	(17:20).	Even	more	emphatically,	the	call	is	
to	unity	(17:21	&	23).	The	unity	involves	Father,	Son	and	believers.	The	union	
is	not	to	be	understood	in	abstract	or	doctrinal	terms.	The	union	is	expressed	
in	the	reality	of	love	(17:26).	These	verses	should	not	lead	to	a	discussion	of	
the	mystery	of	the	unity	in	the	Trinity	or	how	the	Spirit	dwells	within	us.	Rather	
it	deals	with	the	practical	expression	of	the	holy	life.	Love	is	the	unifying	force.	
Its	expression	is	real	unity.

Jesus’	prayer	reminds	us	of	God’s	will	in	action.	Like	the	parable	of	the	
vine	and	branches	(15:1-5),	Jesus	begs	that	the	power	of	God	within	us	
become	evident	to	the	world	outside	us.	If	you	are	perplexed	by	the	doctrine	
of	the	Trinity	or	the	meaning	of	ecumenical	dialogue,	Jesus’	words	point	to	
something	simple	and	intelligible.	God	wants	His	people	to	live	in	love.	The	
result	of	living	in	love	will	celebrate	and	create	the	unity	that	is	typical	of	the	
relationship	of	Father	to	Son,	and	Son	to	believers.

concLusIon
Jesus	talks	to	the	Father	as	He	begins	His	walk	on	the	path	to	glory.	He	prays	
about	Himself,	His	disciples,	and	people	who	will	believe	through	the	work	of	
the	disciples.	The	prayer	graciously	reminds	us	of	Jesus’	love	in	God’s	Will.	
The	prayer	challenges	us	to	lovingly	express	God-given	unity.

Jesus talks to the Father as He begins 
His walk on the path to glory.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 18:1-40

Pray that the love that Jesus displayed in the face of human injustice and hate will guide your life.

John	18:1-11
1.	 Compare	18:1	with	Matthew	26:36-46,	Mark	14:32-42,	and	Luke	22:39-46.	How	does	John	differ	from	the	Synoptics?

	 Why	do	you	think	John	is	different?

2.	 Compare	the	story	of	the	arrest	of	Jesus	in	18:2-11	with	the	story	in	Matthew	26:47-56,	Mark	14:43-52	and	Luke	22:47-
53.	How	does	the	way	Jesus	is	identified	as	the	person	to	be	arrested	differ	according	to	Matthew,	Mark,	and	Luke	over	
against	the	Gospel	of	John?

3.	 What	happens	in	18:6	when	Jesus	identifies	Himself?

4.	 Why	do	you	think	the	soldiers	reacted	as	they	did?	Before	you	answer,	think	about	Psalm	27:2,	Psalm	35:4,	Daniel	
8:17-18,	Matthew	17:6,	Revelation	1:17.

5.	 Have	you	ever	“fallen	back”	when	you	realized	God’s	presence	in	your	life	in	a	dramatic	way?	If	so,	explain	briefly.

6.	 How	does	18:8-11	anticipate	18:36	and	19:11?

7.	 Why	does	Jesus	tell	Peter	to	put	away	his	sword?

8.	 Have	you	ever	tried	to	“defend”	Jesus	in	an	unaccepted	way?	If	so,	explain	briefly.

John	18:12-27
9.	 Describe	Peter’s	action	in	18:15-18.

10.	 Why	do	you	think	Peter	acted	as	he	did?

	 Have	you	ever	acted	in	a	similar	way?	If	so,	explain	briefly.
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11.	 How	does	John	18:19-24	illustrate	John	1:5	or	1:11?

12.	 Compare	18:25-27	to	Matthew	26:75,	Mark	14:72,	and	Luke	22:62.	What	does	John	omit	in	recording	Peter’s	sin?

John	18:28-40
13.	 How	does	18:28	emphasize	the	hypocrisy	of	Jesus’	enemies?

14.	 Reflecting	on	the	hypocrisy	of	Jesus’	enemies	and	Peter’s	denial,	think	of	ways	in	which	the	power	of	sin	surprises	you.	
Note	some	that	you	could	share	with	other	people.

15.	 Give	two	reasons	why	Jewish	authorities	did	not	execute	Jesus	(18:31-32).

16.	 What	two	things	indicate	how	Jesus	is	king	according	to	18:36-37?

17.	 What	do	you	think	Pilate	meant	when	he	said,	“What	is	truth?”

18.	 What	is	the	irony	in	the	request	for	the	freedom	of	Barabbas	in	John	18:40?	Compare	John	18:30.

19.	 Who	is	really	being	judged	in	18:33-40?	Explain	your	answer.

20.	 How	does	John	18	illustrate	the	struggle	of	God’s	love	and	human	evil	in	your	life?
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