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context
We	now	begin	study	of	a	very	important	and	unique	unit	of	the	Gospel	of	
John.	Chapters	fourteen	through	sixteen	are	usually	called	Jesus’	Farewell	
Discourses	and	are	not	recorded	in	any	other	Gospel.	After	the	discourses,	
John	will	record	Jesus’	so-called	High	Priestly	Prayer	(John	17).	The	setting	
for	Jesus’	teaching	is	the	evening	meal	(John	13)	during	which	He	had	
washed	the	disciples’	feet	(13:1-17),	predicted	His	betrayal	(13:18-30),	
and	told	of	His	departure	(13:31-38).	The	Farewell	Discourses	prepare	the	
disciples	to	face	the	future.	Jesus	warns	them	of	the	dangers,	promises	
them	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	explains	His	own	ministry	and	relationship	to	God	
the	Father.	The	words	read	like	a	“last	will	and	testament”	and	are	similar	in	
intent	to	the	final	blessing	of	Jacob	(Genesis	49:1-27),	Moses	(Deuteronomy	
32:1	&	33:29),	Joshua	(Joshua	23:1	&	24:23),	or	David	(1	Kings	2:1-9).	
Today	the	words	could	be	compared	to	a	will	or	to	a	conversation	with	a	
loved	one	with	a	terminal	disease.

Unfortunately,	many	modern	readers	judge	Jesus’	Farewell	Discourses	
repetitious,	disjointed,	or	disorganized.	Therefore	many	people,	even	
Christians,	neither	enjoy	reading	nor	fully	understand	them.	They	want	
devotional	literature	to	explain,	encourage,	or	inspire	following	a	crisp	logical	
outline.	Such	people	do	not	want	sermons	(discourses)	that	“repeat	the	same	
thing	over	and	over.”	Read	John	Chapters	14-17	expecting	more	than	the	
logic	or	progress	of	modern	literature.	Let	repetition	create	emphasis.	May	
“lack	of	order”	express	intimacy	instead	of	formality.	Do	not	read	the	Farewell	
Discourses	as	doctrinal	statements	with	philosophical	logic	but	as	loving	
statements	with	personal	concern.	Read	John	14-17	like	a	love	letter.	One	
does	not	get	bored	with	the	repetition	of	“I	love	you.”	Do	not	weary	of	hearing	
Jesus’	wisdom	and	concern	expressed	again	and	again.

Basic	themes	appear	again	and	again	in	the	Farewell	Discourses.	Jesus	
comforts	the	disciples	by	explaining	His	relationship	to	the	Father,	by	
promising	them	the	Holy	Spirit,	and	by	telling	them	to	love	each	other.	He	

“Jesus does not explain the mystery of the Trinity in these 
verses but simply shows how the complex, continuing presence 

of God in Father, Son, and Holy Spirit removes fear.”
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warns	them	about	the	power	of	the	Ruler	of	this	world,	
the	danger	of	separating	themselves	from	Himself,	that	
is,	Jesus,	and	judgment	about	not	doing	good	works	
(“producing	fruit”).	To	use	Pauline	words	(1	Corinthians	
13:13),	again	and	again,	Jesus	calls	His	disciples	to	faith,	
hope,	and	love.	We	will	study	chapter	fourteen	in	three	
parts.	First,	Jesus	comforts	His	disciples	(14:1-4),	then	
He	explains	His	relationship	to	the	Father	(14:5-14),	and	
finally	He	gives	the	promise	of	the	Holy	Spirit	(14:15-31).

“Jesus’ words challenge our tendency 
to worry and invite us to replace 

worry with trust in God.”

Jesus comforts hIs dIscIpLes – John 14:1-4
The	first	verse	presents	the	theme	of	this	small	unit	and	
introduces	all	of	the	Farewell	Discourses.	Jesus	speaks	
to	comfort	troubled	hearts.	He	calls	people	to	trust	Him.	
The	four	verses	are,	in	fact,	a	summary	statement	for	the	
next	three	chapters,	but	in	a	broader	sense,	the	words	
even	describe	the	purpose	and	content	of	the	whole	
Gospel	of	John.

The	call	is	not	simply	“let	not	your	hearts	be	troubled”	
which	we	might	paraphrase	simply,	“Don’t	worry.”	Two	
reasons	for	not	worrying	quickly	follow.	First,	trust	replaces	
worry	(14:2).	Second,	trust	Jesus	because	He	is	going	to	
prepare	a	place	in	the	Father’s	house	and	then	will	come	
back	to	get	His	disciples	(14:3).

Jesus	probably	speaks	the	promise	that	there	are	many	
“rooms”	in	the	Father’s	house	to	remind	them	of	the	
unlimited	love	of	God.	The	words	may	remind	the	disciples	
and	us	of	the	limited	space	in	the	Temple	in	Jerusalem	
and	how	religious	leaders	in	charge	of	the	institution	
limited	access	to	the	rooms.	The	words	remind	us	that	
the	buildings	and	institutions	on	earth	have	limitations	but	
God’s	love	is	big	enough	to	hold	everyone.

When	Jesus	says	that	He	is	going	to	“prepare	a	place	for	
His	disciples”	(14:2b-3a),	we	think	about	the	ascended	
Lord	doing	something	in	Heaven	until	Judgment	Day.	Such	
thoughts	are	not	wrong,	but	in	the	context	Jesus	is	also	
talking	about	His	death.	His	death	prepares	a	place	in	
God’s	kingdom	for	His	disciples.	Jesus’	promise	to	come	

back	probably	refers	not	only	to	His	Second	Coming	(Acts	
1:11),	but	also	to	His	resurrection	appearances	(John	
20:21),	and	even	His	coming	in	the	power	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	(14:18).	The	promise	to	take	the	disciples	where	He	
Himself	is,	again	not	only	points	to	life	in	Heaven,	but	also	
to	life	on	earth	in	Jesus’	power	and	love.

Jesus’	words	challenge	our	tendency	to	worry	and	invite	
us	to	replace	worry	with	trust	in	God.	We	feel	“left	out”	or	
unimportant	when	worries	hold	us.	We	ask	if	God	really	
knows	and	cares	about	our	lives.	“Mi	casa	es	su	casa”	
(“My	house	is	your	house”)	is	a	popular	Spanish	saying	
which	expresses	friendship	and	promises	necessary	
help.	Such	is	the	intent	of	Jesus’	words.	He	reminds	His	
disciples	of	the	way	of	salvation	that	He	has	revealed	to	
them	(14:4).	Verse	four	not	only	summarizes	His	invitation	
to	trust	(14:1-3),	but	also	draws	a	response	from	Thomas	
(14:5)	which	shows	that	disciples	need	such	words.

“His statement, “No one comes to the Father 
except through me,” remains vital for Christian 

mission work and deserves careful thought.”

Jesus’ reLAtIonshIp to the fAther – John 14:5-14
Thomas	responds	to	Jesus’	directions	like	a	person	
unable	to	read	a	road	map.	He	admits	he	doesn’t	know	
where	Jesus	is	going.	Thomas	fails	to	understand	that	
Jesus	invites	disciples	to	trust	Him	in	a	spiritual	journey.	
Fortunately,	Thomas’	admission	of	ignorance	provides	the	
opportunity	for	Jesus’	proclamation	that	He	is	“the	way	and	
the	truth	and	the	life.”	His	statement,	“No	one	comes	to	
the	Father	except	through	me,”	remains	vital	for	Christian	
mission	work	and	deserves	careful	thought.

In	order	to	understand	how	Jesus	stands	as	“the	way,	
the	truth,	and	the	life”	(14:6)	think	about	each	word	
individually	and	also	how	they	complement	each	other.	
Jesus,	as	the	“way,”	connects	God	with	people	(John	
1:11-15,	51;	3:16-21;	6:35-51;	11:41-42;	12:23-28).	As	the	
“truth”	He	is	reliable,	that	is,	His	ways	conform	to	God’s	
ways.	Disciples	can	depend	on	Jesus	because	He	obeys	
the	Father	and	loves	the	world.	As	the	“life,”	Jesus	gives	
what	only	God	can	give.	His	ministry	pulls	people	away	
from	evil	to	God’s	good.
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Jesus’	saying	“No	one	comes	to	the	Father	except	through	
me”	(14:6)	continues	to	inspire	and	guide	Christian	
missionaries	throughout	the	world.	Unfortunately,	the	
words	also	motivate	unloving	condemnation	and	even	
persecution	of	people	following	other	religions.	Christ’s	
way	can	disappear	when	arrogant	people	proclaim,	
“Become	a	Christian,	or	go	to	hell.”	Abuse,	hate,	and	
hurt	inflicted	on	others	contradict	the	peace,	love	and	
help	offered	by	Jesus	as	the	way,	truth	and	life.	I	think	
that	an	old	Latin	hymn,	“Ubi	caritas	et	amor,	Deus	ibi	
est”	helps	us	discover	the	divine	love	in	Jesus’	call.	The	
hymn	(translated	“Where	there	is	affection	and	love,	
there	is	God”)	reminds	us	that	Christian	missions	rest	not	
primarily	on	exclusive	claims	about	Christianity	but	on	
the	extraordinary	power	of	Christ’s	love.	The	vital	force	of	
Christian	missions	presents	Christ’s	way,	truth,	and	life	
in	His	love	(13:34-35)	rather	than	in	smug	condemnation	
of	others.	Rather	than	argue	with	non-Christians	on	
(exclusive)	doctrines	about	Jesus,	it	may	be	more	helpful	
to	start	by	asking	if	love	is	better	than	hate,	forgiveness	
better	than	revenge,	peace	better	than	war,	or	protecting	
life	better	than	murder?	Such	basic	questions	may	lead	to	
a	constructive	conversation	on	what	it	means	to	believe	
that	Jesus	is	the	way,	the	truth,	and	the	life.

We	should	not	be	surprised	if	Jesus’	answer	to	Thomas	
confuses	us	and	leads	to	more	questions.	At	the	time,	
Philip	also	did	not	understand	and	asked	for	more	
information	(14:8).	Jesus’	response	tells	confused	people	
where	to	see	God:	“Anyone	who	has	seen	me	(Jesus)	
has	seen	the	Father	(14:9).”	Jesus’	words	(14:10)	and	
miracles	(14:11)	show	that	He	brings	God	to	people.	He	
also	teaches	that	faithful	people	will	do	what	He	is	doing	
and,	in	fact,	will	do	even	greater	things	(14:12).	He	also	
promises	that	prayer,	in	His	name,	will	produce	Divine	
action.	Review	the	teaching	of	Jesus	to	recall	how	His	
words	bring	you	to	God.	Remember	the	teaching	of	John;	
he	explained	Jesus’	work,	love,	and	power.	Review	the	
seven	miraculous	signs	recorded	in	John.	Remember	how	
they	demonstrated	Jesus’	power	and	love.

Jesus	then	offers	a	third	way	to	know	that	He	shows	
us	the	Father.	He	teaches	us	to	pray	(14:13-14).	He	
promises	that	whatever	we	ask	in	His	name	He	will	
do.	The	promise	does	not	pledge	God’s	blessing	to	
foolishness	or	selfishness.	Prayer	“in	the	name	of	human	

whim”	will	remain	unanswered.	“In	His	name”	guides	our	
prayer	to	seek	Jesus’	will	and	to	bring	glory	to	the	Father	
(14:13).	Jesus’	High	Priestly	prayer	(John	17)	offers	an	
illustration	of	what	it	means	to	pray	“in	Jesus’	name.”	
There	Jesus	prays	that	people	may	know	God’s	glory	
(17:1-3).	He	prays	that	people	receive	Divine	protection	
(17:11,	15),	and	be	good	(“sanctified”)	people	(17:19).	
He	prays	that	the	mission	work	of	His	disciples	will	
bring	love	and	unity	to	the	world	(17:21-23).	“Praying	in	
Jesus’	name”	changes	selfish	prayers	about	our	wants	
into	caring	prayers	about	other’s	needs.	Such	prayer	
contradicts	our	spirit	of	self-protection	and	self-interest.	
The	next	section	solves	that	problem.

“Let Jesus’ promise touch your emotions. Let 
the stress of worldly concerns be replaced 

with the confidence of God’s eternal love.”

Jesus promIses the hoLy spIrIt – John 14:15-31
After	telling	disciples	to	pray	in	His	name,	Jesus	places	
their	response	in	the	realm	of	their	love	and	His	blessing	
(14:15).	Prayer	flows	from	love	for	Jesus	in	obedience	to	
His	command.	Now	He	announces	the	key	to	all,	the	gift	of	
the	Holy	Spirit	or	Comforter	(14:16).	Compare	translations	
of	the	Bible	and	you	will	find	terms	like	Counselor,	
Comforter,	Helper,	and	Advocate	used	here.	The	Greek	
word	includes	all	those	distinct	English	concepts.	Put	all	
the	titles	into	one	name	and	you	will	come	up	with	the	
person	and	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit.

Another	way	to	understand	Jesus’	gift	of	the	Counselor	
(14:16)	is	to	note	what	the	Spirit	does.	It	is	the	Spirit	
of	truth	that	brings	us	to	Christ	so	that	people	are	not	
orphans	(14:17-18).	The	Spirit	will	be	sent	by	the	Father	
in	Jesus’	name	to	teach	all	things	and	to	remind	people	of	
everything	that	Jesus	has	said	(14:25-27).	Looking	ahead,	
the	Spirit	testifies	about	Jesus	(15:26)	and	will	convict	the	
world	of	guilt,	sin,	and	righteousness	leading	disciples	
to	all	truth	(16:8-12).	In	the	context	of	this	chapter	(14),	
Jesus	places	the	work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	in	the	area	of	love	
(14:21).	The	Holy	Spirit	replaces	worry	(14:1)	and	fear	
(14:27)	with	love.	Let	Jesus’	promise	touch	your	emotions.	
Let	the	stress	of	worldly	concerns	be	replaced	with	the	
confidence	of	God’s	eternal	love.
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The	question	(14:22)	of	Judas	(not	Judas	Iscariot)	shows	the	surprising	
nature	of	love.	When	Jesus	promises	to	reveal	Himself	to	the	disciples,	Judas	
asks	why	not	to	everyone	(14:22).	Because	of	our	ignorance,	insecurity,	or	
guilt	we	often	ask	the	same	question.	Why	should	we	know	that	God	loves	
us?	Perhaps	the	question	rests	on	doubt.	Could	our	faith	be	true	if	it	is	not	
generally	accepted?	How	often	we	use	statistics	to	justify	an	opinion.	If	nine	
out	of	ten	doctors	approve	some	medicine,	we	assume	that	it	is	good.	If	65%	
of	the	public	favor	an	idea,	people	may	forget	that	the	majority	also	can	be	
wrong.	Judas’	question	reminds	us	that	our	faith	is	firm	even	when	others	
remain	ignorant.

Perhaps	Judas’	question	also	seeks	reasons	why	Jesus	doesn’t	show	Himself	to	
the	whole	world	to	solve	the	problems	of	life.	Judas	wants	heaven	on	earth	now!	
We	wonder	the	same	thing.	Why	doesn’t	God,	once	and	for	all,	eradicate	evil	in	
the	world	or,	at	least,	get	the	evil	of	the	world	out	of	our	lives!	Read	carefully	John	
14:23-31	and	note	that	Jesus	does	not	explicitly	answer	that	question.	It	is	as	if	
Judas	prays	“in	his	own	name”	instead	of	“in	Jesus’	name.”	Instead	Jesus	poses	
and	answers	a	different	question.	Jesus	wants	Judas	to	consider	how	He	will	reveal	
Himself	to	the	world.	Jesus	will	reveal	Himself	to	the	world	by	giving	peace	to	His	
disciples	(14:27)	and	teaching	of,	His	love	of	the	Father	by	obedience	to	His	will,	
that	is,	by	dying	in	love	(14:30-31).

We,	like	Judas,	may	long	for	direct	revelation	of	Christ	to	the	world.	Jesus	calls	
Judas	and	us	to	see	His	suffering	and	death	and	our	peace	as	that	revelation.	
The	prince	of	this	world	will	come	(14:30).	Evil	remains	a	problem,	but	has	
no	grip	on	Jesus	or,	because	of	His	love,	on	His	disciples.	Jesus’	love	for	
the	Father	defeats	the	ruler	of	the	world	who	glories	in	worry	and	fear.	Jesus	
does	not	explain	the	mystery	of	the	Trinity	in	these	verses	but	simply	shows	
how	the	complex,	continuing	presence	of	God	in	Father,	Son,	and	Holy	Spirit	
removes	fear.	In	summary,	Jesus	reaches	out	to	comfort	disciples	troubled	with	
prospects	of	His	departure.	Faced	with	an	uncertain	future,	Jesus	promises	
them	certain	gifts.	His	love	and	work	confirm	God’s	love	and	the	Holy	Spirit	
promises	understanding	and	guidance.

Jesus does not explain the mystery of the 
Trinity in these verses but simply shows how 
the complex, continuing presence of God in 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit removes fear.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 15:1-27

Pray for the power of Jesus which enables you to love as He has loved us.

1.	 What	does	a	vine	or	vineyard	symbolize	in	the	following	Bible	verses	and	is	it	for	good	or	evil?

	 Psalm	80:8-16

	 Isaiah	5:1-7

	 Isaiah	27:2-6

	 Jeremiah	5:7-13

	 Ezekiel	15:1-8

	 Mark	12:1-11

2.	 What	does	Jesus	mean	when	He	calls	Himself	the	“true	vine?”

3.	 In	verse	4,	what	does	Jesus	tell	the	disciples	to	do?	Why?

4.	 What	is	the	promise	and	the	warning	in	verse	5?

	 Can	you	think	of	ways	in	which	this	promise	or	warning	has	been	realized	in	your	life?	If	so,	explain	briefly.

5.	 How	does	15:9-12	explain	15:8?

6.	 Read	15:1-13	again.	Summarize,	in	you	own	words,	what	this	section	means	to	you	about	the	will	of	God,	the	work	of	
Jesus,	and	how	you	apply	it	to	your	life	as	a	disciple.

7.	 What	is	Jesus’	command	in	verses	14-17?
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8.	 List	the	conditions	(“if”)	and	the	responses	that	Jesus	states	in	15:5-10?

	 15:5	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:6	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:7	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:10	 If

	 	 Then

9.	 From	question	8,	summarize	the	promises	or	warnings	in	this	teaching	by	Jesus.

10.	 What	are	the	conditions	(“if”)	and	the	responses	that	Jesus	states	in:
	 15:18	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:19	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:20b	 If

	 	 Then
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	 15:20c	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:23	 If

	 	 Then

	 15:24	 If

	 	 Then

	 Summarize	the	explanations	or	warnings	of	this	teaching	by	Jesus.

11.	 Do	you	think	the	“world	hates	you”	because	you	are	a	Christian?	Explain	your	answer	in	terms	of	15:18-19.

12.	 How	does	Jesus’	teaching	in	15:18-25	bring	understanding	and	even	comfort	to	your	life?

13.	 How	does	15:26-27	encourage	a	Christian	who	is	hated?

	 Is	there	a	way	in	which	the	words	encourage	you	in	a	“troubled	relationship?”	If	so,	explain	briefly.

14.	 Check	other	Bible	translations	you	may	have	for	the	meaning	of	the	word	“Counselor”	in	15:26.	Summarize	in	your	own	
words	the	“combined	meaning”	of	the	various	translations.

	 Review	other	passages	in	John	in	which	Jesus	talks	about	the	Holy	Spirit	or	Counselor.	What	does	He	teach	about	the	
Spirit	in	the	following:	14:15-17,	14:26,	16:7-11,	and	16:12-14?

15.	 How	does	15:26-27	give	chapter	fifteen	a	good	conclusion?

16.	 What	does	Jesus’	message	in	John	15	mean	to	you?
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