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context
In	chapter	ten,	Jesus	changes	the	focus	of	the	theological	dispute	that	
followed	His	giving	sight	to	the	man	born	blind.	Jesus’	enemies	rejected	
Jesus	because	the	healing	sign	had	been	performed	on	the	Sabbath	(9:16).	
Their	rejection	included	throwing	out	the	former	blind	man	who	believed	that	
Jesus	came	from	God	(9:33).	In	chapter	ten,	Jesus	explains	the	meaning	of	
His	ministry	using	agricultural	metaphors	with	a	strong	Biblical	background.	
Jesus	identifies	Himself	as	the	Good	Shepherd	but	also	warns	people	about	
bad	shepherds,	as	did	the	prophets	Jeremiah	and	Ezekiel.	The	following	
chapter	will	demonstrate	even	more	vividly	the	power	and	love	of	Jesus	for	
His	people.

We	will	study	the	chapter	in	two	parts.	The	first	section	(10:1-21)	consists	
primarily	of	Jesus’	words	about	His	ministry.	It	presents	an	exciting	invitation	
to	believe.	The	second	section	(10:22-42)	continues	Jesus’	call	to	faith	but	
shows	the	ugly	face	of	rejection.

Jesus’ mInIstry – John 10:1-21
Although	the	Gospel	of	John	calls	the	material	in	John	10:1-5	a	“figure	of	
speech,”	it	reminds	us	of	the	“parables”	recorded	in	the	Synoptic	Gospels.	As	
an	agricultural	metaphor,	the	illustration	is	simple	and	makes	two	points.	The	
approach	and	reception	differs	for	a	sheep	thief	and	a	shepherd.	Robbers	
sneak	into	a	sheep	pen	while	the	shepherd	enters	through	the	gate	(10:1-
2).	The	security	guard	for	the	sheep	and	the	sheep	themselves	accept	the	
shepherd	but	not	the	thief.	Jesus	reminds	us	how	differently	we	react	to	
people	we	trust	and	to	those	we	do	not	trust.	Perhaps	today	Jesus	would	
illustrate	the	truth	by	saying	that	a	pet	dog	wags	its	tail	for	its	owner	but	
growls	at	a	burglar.

John	tells	us	(10:6)	that	the	figure	of	speech	was	not	understood.	Jesus’	
words	thus	illustrate	the	truth	proclaimed	in	debate	with	the	Pharisees	
(9:41).	They	don’t	see	how	much	Jesus	cares	for	people	and	how	little	they	
care.	Their	blindness	and	Jesus’	words	have	added	force	because	of	the	

“The love of God stands face to face with human hate. 
The choice now faces us. Will we seek our fate with human 

hate, or will the love of Jesus Christ shepherd us?”
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prophetic	usage	of	shepherd	metaphors.	Read	Ezekiel	
34	to	understand	the	Biblical	force	of	Jesus’	illustrations.	
The	words	teach	the	plight	of	God’s	people	(the	sheep),	
the	selfishness	of	uncaring	shepherds	(false	prophets),	
and	the	protecting	love	of	God,	as	a	shepherd.	Jeremiah,	
writing	about	a	generation	before	Ezekiel,	proclaimed	the	
same	basic	truths	in	his	condemnation	of	false	shepherds	
scattering	God’s	sheep,	and	of	God’s	promise	to	gather	
the	remnant	(Jeremiah	23:1-4).

Thus	readers	with	an	awareness	of	the	prophetic	truths	
would	find	in	Jesus’	words	clear	reference	to	the	Biblical	
message	of	God’s	love,	and	to	self-serving	religious	
hypocrisy.	Jesus	Himself	applies	the	truth	contained	in	
the	figures	of	speech	to	His	own	time	in	the	next	verses	
(10:7-18).	First,	Jesus	identifies	Himself	as	the	gate	(10:7-
10)	and,	then,	as	the	good	shepherd	(10:11-17).	The	two	
metaphors	complement	each	other	and	work	to	present	the	
whole	truth.

As	the	gate,	Jesus	is	the	way	to	the	Father.	As	the	way	
to	the	Father,	He	offers	people	full	life	(10:10).	In	light	of	
the	immediate	context	(John	9),	Jesus	is	saying	that	He	
gave	the	blind	man	spiritual	as	well	as	physical	sight.	The	
words	remind	us	of	John	1:18,	“No	one	has	ever	seen	
God,	but	God	the	One	and	Only	(i.e.	Jesus),	who	is	at	the	
Father’s	side,	has	made	him	known.”	Jesus	will	express	
the	same	truth	in	John	14:6	when	He	says,	“I	am	the	way	
and	the	truth	and	the	life.	No	one	comes	to	the	Father	
except	through	me.”	The	thieves	and	robbers	who	came	
before	Jesus	remain	anonymous,	but	the	text	must	refer	
to	the	false	prophets	of	the	past	and	the	spiritually	blind	
hypocrites	facing	Him.

Apply	Jesus’	first	metaphor	to	your	faith.	Praise	Jesus	for	
leading	you	in	the	pasture	of	God’s	word,	for	His	forgiving	
love,	and	for	His	caring	peace.	Thank	Him	for	coming	to	
give	life	-	full	life.	Use	the	words	to	identify	thieves	and	
robbers	that	threaten	you.	They	may	be	inner	selfish	
impulses	that,	if	acted	upon,	would	destroy	you.	They	may	
be	attractive	but	false	spiritual	claims.	They	may	be	people	
with	charm	and	sincerity	who	will	lead	your	life	in	the	
wrong	direction.

The	second	metaphor	(10:11-18)	builds	on	the	first.	Jesus	
is	more	than	the	way	(“gate”)	to	God.	He	is	the	Good	

Shepherd.	The	metaphor	contains	positive	and	negative	
meaning.	On	the	positive	side,	Jesus	is	willing	to	give	
His	life	for	His	sheep	(10:11,	15,	17-19).	His	love	is	total.	
He	loves	people	more	than	His	own	life.	Furthermore,	He	
serves	as	the	Son	of	God	doing	the	will	of	God.	On	the	
negative	side,	when	evil	(“wolf”)	attacks,	selfish	religious	
forces	(“hired	man”)	will	fail.	False	religious	leaders	look	
out	for	their	own	interests	and	not	for	the	welfare	of	the	
people	they	claim	to	serve.

Again,	try	to	apply	the	metaphor	to	your	life.	Remember	
and	sense	Jesus’	love	and	think	about	how	it	guides	and	
protects	you.	Second,	think	about	the	“wolves”	of	life	that	
threaten	you.	Identify	the	“hired	hands”	with	false	promises	
of	security.

The	final	three	verses	of	the	first	section	illustrate	how	
people	respond	to	Jesus’	truth.	Some	reject	Jesus	as	
a	crazed	person,	caught	under	the	influence	of	a	devil	
(10:20).	The	depth	and	force	of	their	unbelief	will	be	
exposed	in	the	next	section	(10:22-40).	Others	know	what	
Jesus	has	done,	and	know	that	the	devil	does	not	work	
that	way	(10:21).	The	former	blind	man,	who	now	sees,	
proves	the	power	of	the	Good	Shepherd.	The	words	test	
us	also.	One	cannot	be	neutral	about	Jesus.	His	love	and	
power	demand	acceptance	or	rejection.

the uGLy fAce of reJectIon – John 10:22-42
The	second	major	section	of	chapter	ten	has	three	parts.	
First	(10:22-30),	unbelievers	want	to	know	if	Jesus	is	
the	Messiah	(10:24),	and,	then	(10:31-39),	they	want	to	
stone	Him	because	He	claims	to	be	God	(10:33).	The	
section	concludes	with	Jesus	moving	to	the	area	east	of	
the	Jordan	River	(10:40-42).	For	the	fourth	time,	Jesus	is	
in	Jerusalem	for	a	religious	festival.	The	same	Feast	of	
Dedication	is	celebrated	today	in	December	as	Hanukkah.	
It	marks	the	purification	of	the	temple	in	165	BC	following	
military	victories	of	the	leader	Judas	Maccabeus.	For	
several	years	the	temple	had	been	desecrated	because	
a	non-Jewish	ruler	named	Antiochus	Epiphanes	IV	had	
made	it	a	shrine,	offering	sacrifices	to	Zeus.	It	was	quite	
natural,	therefore,	for	the	people	to	want	Jesus	to	tell	
plainly	if	He	was	Messiah	or	not.	To	understand	their	
question,	remember	that	the	Jewish	people	held	many	
different	ideas	about	the	Messiah.	The	word	“Messiah”	
translates	a	Hebrew	word	which	means	“anointed	one”	
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or,	simply,	“leader.”	The	nationalistic	celebration	made	
people	wonder	if	Jesus	would	lead	them	against	enemies	
as	had	their	hero,	Judas	Maccabeus.	Their	question	is	
comparable	to	pre-election	year	curiosity	in	the	United	
States	about	those	who	want	to	be	President.

Jesus	responds	to	the	question	by	claiming	to	be	a	better	
leader	than	they	expect	(10:25-29).	He	is	not	a	national	
deliverer	but	the	life-giving	Son	of	God.	The	call	to	
discipleship	rests	on	the	claim	that	Jesus	and	the	Father	
are	“one”	(10:30).	The	irony	is	that	people	in	suspense	
(10:24)	about	the	leadership	offered	by	a	mere	man	
(10:33),	reject	as	blasphemy	Godly	leadership.	Using	the	
previous	metaphors,	Jesus’	questioners	show	that	they	are	
thieves	or	robbers	who	kill	and	destroy	(10:33,	Cf.	10:10).

Jesus	responds	to	the	charge	of	blasphemy	by	using	
a	teaching	method	in	which	a	“lesser”	(or	“obvious”)	
truth	illustrates	a	“greater”	(or	“debatable)	truth.	Like	
the	rabbis	of	His	time,	Jesus	frequently	used	such	a	
teaching	device	(Matthew	7:9-11,	10:29-31,	Luke	18:1-
8).	The	debatable	issue	here	is	Jesus’	claim	to	be	God	
(10:33).	Jesus	supports	His	claim	by	pointing	to	Psalm	
82:6.	The	poetry	of	the	Psalm	calls	“gods”	the	unjust	
rulers	and	judges	who	practice	evil	instead	of	defending	
the	weak,	poor,	oppressed	and	needy.	The	Psalm	states	
that	such	“gods”	will	die	like	“mere	men”	(Psalm	82:7,	
Cf.	John	10:33).	The	strength	of	Jesus’	argument	rests	
on	the	fact	that	the	Bible	calls	unjust	rulers	“gods”	and	
the	premise	that	the	Bible	tells	the	truth	i.e.	“cannot	be	
broken”	(10:35).	Therefore,	claiming	the	title	of	God	
is	not	blasphemy	per	se.	Jesus	wants	His	accusers	to	
see	themselves	acting	like	the	unjust	“god”	portrayed	
in	Psalm	82.	On	the	other	hand,	Jesus’	“rescue	of	the	
needy”	corresponds	to	the	Psalm’s	declaration	of	the	
true	God’s	will.	Another	way	to	say	it,	Jesus	wants	His	

enemies	to	question	their	right	to	condemn	Him.	He	gave	
sight	to	a	blind	man	on	the	Sabbath.	They	condemned	
Him	and	the	blind	man.	Whose	action	is	more	Godlike?	
Who	really	is	“mere	man?”

Along	with	the	“argument	from	lesser	to	greater”	using	
Scripture,	Jesus	also	supports	His	divine	claim	by	pointing	
to	His	miracles	(10:38).	Such	wonders	point	beyond	
humanity	to	God	(10:21,	9:31-32).	Sadly,	neither	teaching	
drawn	from	Scripture	nor	wonder	based	on	experience	
change	the	minds	of	the	unbelievers.	That	sad	truth	
repeats	itself	many	times	in	our	own	lives.	Today,	too,	
people	resist	the	Word	of	God	and	reject	its	truths.	Also	
today,	people	ignore	the	wonders	of	God	ranging	from	
the	universe	as	a	monument	of	His	creative	handiwork	to	
forgiveness	of	sins	as	a	monument	of	His	love.

The	chapter	ends	(10:40-42)	with	Jesus	leaving	Jerusalem	
and	going	across	the	Jordan.	The	conclusion	sadly	shows	
that	people	in	Jerusalem	are	trapped	by	their	own	spiritual	
blindness.	The	citadel,	established	as	a	place	to	worship	
God,	is	filled	with	people	who	do	not	know	Him.	The	
Jordan	marks	the	site	where	God’s	chosen	people	entered	
the	land	with	Joshua.	There	the	proclamation	of	the	desert	
prophet,	John	the	Baptist,	proves	reliably	insightful	while	
people	in	the	temple	model	spiritual	blindness.

In	summary,	chapter	ten	shows	that	people	need	
protection	and	guidance.	The	question	is	where	to	get	
that	help.	The	choices	offered	are:	Jesus	as	the	Good	
Shepherd	who	is	willing	to	die	for	others,	or	people	with	
religious	convictions	that	make	them	willing	to	kill.	The	
love	of	God	stands	face	to	face	with	human	hate.	The	
choice	now	faces	us.	Will	we	seek	our	fate	with	human	
hate,	or	will	the	love	of	Jesus	Christ	shepherd	us?

…people ignore the wonders of God ranging from the universe as a monument 
of His creative handiwork to forgiveness of sins as a monument of His love.
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personAL AppLIcAtIon – John 11:1-57

Dear Lord, use Your Word to raise me from the death of unbelief 
into the eternal life of faith. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

John	11:1-16
1.	 John	11:4	is	a	key	to	understanding	the	whole	story.	How	does	Jesus	explain	the	purpose	of	Lazarus’	illness?

2.	 How	do	you	think	the	disciples	understood	Jesus’	diagnosis	in	verse	4?

3.	 How	would	you	interpret	11:9-10?

4.	 Why	do	the	disciples	not	want	to	return	to	Judea?

5.	 How	do	you	relate	Jesus’	statement	in	verse	11	with	that	of	verse	14?

6.	 Interpret	the	statement	of	Thomas	as	irony.	Is	Lazarus	or	Jesus	the	antecedent	of	“him”	when	Thomas	says,	“Let	us	
also	go	that	we	may	die	with	him?”	(11:16)

	 How	is	his	statement	based	on	human	fear?

	 How	does	it	express	true	discipleship?	(15:13-16:2,	Mark	8:34-38)

John	11:17-37
7.	 What	is	Martha’s	attitude	as	she	greets	Jesus?

8.	 How	does	Jesus	“expand”	or	“deepen”	Martha’s	faith?

9.	 What	do	Jesus’	words	in	verses	25-26	mean	to	you?

10.	 How	is	Jesus’	conversation	with	Mary	different	from	His	conversation	with	Martha?
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11.	 In	the	opinion	of	unbelievers,	why	does	Jesus	weep?

12.	 In	the	light	of	John	11:4,	11,	23,	25	and	33,	why	do	you	think	Jesus	wept?

	 Do	you	think	that	Jesus	weeps	when	He	looks	at	our	lives	or	our	world	today?	Explain	your	answer

John	11:38-44
13.	 Explain	Martha’s	comment	in	11:39	in	the	light	of	her	great	confession	in	11:27.

14.	 Does	the	reality	of	death	threaten	your	faith?	How	does	death	“test”	your	trust	of	Jesus?

15.	 Comment	on	Jesus’	prayer	and	tell	why	He	prays?

16.	 Why	do	you	think	John	tells	us	that	Lazarus	was	still	wrapped	in	grave	clothes?

John	11:45-57
17.	 List	three	ways	in	which	people	reacted	to	what	Jesus	did.

18.	 List	three	ways	in	which	people	today	react	to	Jesus’	gift	of	life.

19.	 Explain	the	dilemma	of	Jesus’	enemies.

	 Have	you	ever	faced	a	similar	dilemma?	If	so,	explain.

20.	 What	is	Caiaphas’	advice	and	what	ironic	truth	lies	in	his	words?

21.	 Have	you	ever	hurt	one	person	to	help	many?	How	does	love	for	individuals	sometimes	conflict	with	group	loyalty?

	 How	do	you,	as	a	Christian,	solve	that	conflict?
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